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EF AC E 


OME itigenious friends, on whofe 
approbation we put a high value, - 
and from whofe fuggeftions we fhall al- 
ways be happy to improve this work, — 
were of opinion, that too large a pro- 
portion of our laft voiume was occupied 
with the analyfis of new books, In the 
prefent volume, this fault is not correct- 
ed. We truft, however, that the pro- 
feffed intention of our annual volume, 
that of exhibiting a concife view of ufe- 
ful improvements and important dif- 
coveries, will be fome apology for our 
conduct. For every reader mutt be fen- 
fible, that a much greater proportion of 
thefe is to be’ collected from the tranf- 
actions of public focieties, and the writ- 
ings of individuals, than from the pri- | 
vate communications of our correfpond- 
ents. Accordingly, in the Leipfic com- 
mientaries, from which the plan of our 
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work is chiefly borrowed, the analyfis 
- of books occupies:a ftill larger propor- 


tion of each volume than in our pub- 


lication ; and we flatter ourfelves, that 
from not confining this fection to a 
mere analyfis, but candidly offering 
our opinion, refpecting the facts and 
doétrines which new books contain, 
thofe even who are pofflefled of the 
original works, may ftill perufe our 
account of new books with pleafure 
and advantage; while to thofe who do 
not poffefs thefe works, this fection of 
our publication muft convey much ufe- 
- ful information, which they could not 
otherwife obtain, without both confider- 
able labour and expence. Thefe confi- 
derations will, we truft, be a fufficient 
_ apology for ftill continuing our work 
on the former plan, 

By thefe remarks, however, nothing 
is farther from our intention than to 
difcourage- ingenious correfpondents, 
frora communicating to the public, 


through | 
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through the of our annual vo- 
lume,any interefting obfervations which 
may occur to them. Thefe, whether 
we judge them proper for publication 
or not, fhall always be received with 
gratitude ;.and when they do not ap-_ 
pear, the author will be informed in ~ 

private, of our reafons for not giving 
thema place, Communications intend- 
ed for this work, may, as formerly, be 
either tranfmitted directly to Dr Dun- 
can at Edinburgh, or to the care of 
Mefifs Elliot and Kay, bookfellers, oppo- 
fite to Strand, London, 
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MEDICAL 
COMMENTARIES, 


FOR THE 1788. 
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sSEeECT. L 
Account of New Books. 


I. 
Differtatio Medica Cortice Geoffree Surina- 


 menfis. Auétore Nicolao Bondt, M. De 


Lugduni Batavorum. 


HE author of this differtation fets out 

with obferving, that he is to treat of 

a remedy, poffefling remarkable virtues, hi- 

therto but little known, and not accurately 

defcribed. He thinks it neceffary, therefore, 

to begin with giving fome account .of its in- 
Vou. Il. was. I, <A rrodugiion 
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troduétion for medical purpofes. It is not, he 
obferves, many years, fince a fpecies of the 
Geoffrza, or Cabbage-bark tree, growing in Ja- 
maica, was firft recommended as an anthelmin- 
tic remedy, in a letter from Mr Duguid to Dr 
Donald Monro, publifhed in the Edinburgh 
Phyfical and Literary Effays. Some farther 
obfervations refpecting it were foon after pub- 
lifhed, in thefe Commentaries, by Dr Monro, 
Mr Anderfon, and others; and a full account 
of the tree from whence this bark is obtain- 
ed, was, not long after, given by Dr Wright 
in the Philofophical Tranfaétions. Dr Wright 
defcribes it under the title of Geoffrea Ja- | 
maicenfis inermis; and this, Dr Bondt ob- 
ferves, was the only fpecies at that time em- 
ployed as a medicine, or known to phyiici- 
ans. 
But a few years ago, fome phyficians be. 
came acquainted with another fpecies growing 
in Surinam. Of the medical properties of 
_ this article, they were informed by Dr Van 
Stuyvefant, then -prattifing medicine in that 
part of America, and who was the firft Euro. 
pean phyfician who exhibited it at that place. 
In the year 1770, among the patients under 
his 
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his care, he had a negro girl, fubjefted to 
violent convulfions, followed. by -blindnefs, 
lafting for fome hours. Many fymptoms con- 
curred to indicate the prefence of worms as 
the caufe of this. affe&tion. Upon the exhi- 
bition of the ufual anthelmintics, fome worms — 
were expelled, which tended to confirm the 
diagnofis. But he. found himfelf unable to 
accomplifh a cure, the convulfions daily re- 
turning with very great violence. A native 
American Indian, who was prince, prieft, and 
phyfician of his tribe, happening to fee this 
patient, confidently afferted that he could 
cure her with eafe. The learned phyfician 
readily agreeing to a trial, the Indian imme- 
diately departed, and foon after returned with — 
a potion which he had prepared. Of this he 
adminiftered about three ounces to the pa- 
tient. Violent convulfive motions foon fuc- 
ceeded; and, at the end of three hours, a 
large quantity of watery fluid was difcharged 
by ftool, and, together with it, eighty three 
worms convoluted into a ball. The day fol- 
lowing he exhibited a fimilar dofe, by which, 
without any convulfive motions, upwards of 

fixty Jumbrici were expelled: And, upon the 
: A2 repetition 
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repetition of a third dofe, the fucceeding day, 
the cure was completed. . Gio 
The learned phyfician, ftruck with the. ef- 
ficacy of this remedy, entertained a ftrong 
defire to ‘be acquainted with it. And, by 
the interpofition of Mr Nepveu, at that time 
governor of Surinam, a liberal encourager 
of the arts and fciettces, the Indian, for a 
confiderable pecuniary reward, agreed to dif- 
~ cover his fecret.’ Upon this, Dr Van Strays 
vefant was carried to the woods by the Indi- 
an, who pointed out to him the tree furnith- 
ing the bark from which his potion was pre- 
pared. Of this bark, in its recent ftate, he 
formed a decoétion, by boiling two ounces of 
‘it with thirty ounces of water, till two thirds © 
only remained. From the colour, fmell, and’ 
effects of this decoétion, he was foon fatisfied 
that the Indian had difcovered the real bark 
to him. | 
‘The firft who received this bark in Eu- 
rope, was a learned apothecary at Utrecht, 
Mr Juliaans; a’man juftly celebrated for his 
knowledge, and elegant collection in the way 
of natural hiftory. To him a portion of the 
" bark was fent from Surinam by a relation, to- 
| gether 
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gether, with fome of the leaves, flowers, and 
frnit,: both. preferved in, fpirits,.and dried ; 
ptefont of the bark,alone, ‘has fince 
aans alone pofléfied this bark, he gave. por- 


1988 « COMMENTARIES. 3 


tions: of it to different phyficans by way of © 


trial, The refule of three trials was-colle&ted 
by: his. fon, a very learned and worthy young 
phyficiaa, who iatendéd to have publifhed an 
account of them. But he was unfortunately 
{fnatched from the world by a premature death. 
After event, the obfervations were pat into 
the hands of Dr Voltelen, who communicated 
them; to our author, together with an ac. 
count of: other. trials made by himfelf... With 


allthefe, then, we are: prefented i in. she trea- 


tife now us, 

-Our author giving. a boranical 
defcription of the Geoffrgea Surinamenfis. 

 This;genus, to which the name of , Geoffrea 

was figit given by Mr Jacquin; in. memory 


of the celebrated Geoffroy, belongs to the © 


clafs of Diadelphia, and order of Decandria, 
ia! the fyfem .of! Lianzeus. After copying 
from Lionzeus the, generic: charaer. given of 
that. great botanift, he obferves, that 

A 3 it 
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it is eafily diftinguifhed from its co-genera, 
as there is only one other genus belonging to 
the fecond clafs of Diadelphia, which - bears 
the drupa, or pulpy pericarpium. ‘Linnzus 
has referred it to the natural order of the 
Papilionacez, and, in the opinion of our au- 
thor, there is no natural order‘ to: which it 
can with greater juftice be referred. To 
thefe, at leaft, both the flower and leaves 
have a very exa& refemblance... From this 
order, however, it recedes confiderably in 
its fruit, in which it much more nearly re- 
fembles the Pomacez. For it bears a large 
flefhy drupa, marked with a longitudinal far- 
row, and containing one hard ftone. Bee 
fides, there is fome reafon to think, that, by 
culture, like others of the Pomacee, its dru- 
pa may afford an eatable and grateful fruit. 
Dr Bondt, however, does not think this a 
fafficient reafon for removing it from the 
order of the Papilionacez, fince it has al ma- 
ny very obvious marks of that order. a 
After thefe obfervations on the genus, Dr 
Bondt next proceeds to make fome remarks 
on the different fpecies of the Geéoftrea. 
only is mentioned by Linnzus, the ‘Ge- 
| offrea 
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offreea Spinofa. And of this, a very full and 
accurate defcription is given by Mr Jacquin, 
in his Hiftoria Plantarum. This defcription 
Dr Bonde here inferts, from the of 
that author. 

Another fpecies is very accurately defcribed 7 


by Dr Wright, in the 67th volume of the — 


Philofophical Tranfactions, under the title of 
Geoffrea Jamaicenfis inermis, or Cabbage- 
bark tree. Of this, alfo, our author prefents 
us with a defcription extracted from the work 
juft mentioned. 

A third fpecies, which has not hitherto 
claimed the attention of any former botanift, 
our author defcribes under the title of Geof- 
frea Surinamenfis. After giving a minute 
defcription of the flowers, fruit, leaves, &c. 
all of which are illuftrated by an accurate 
engraving, he points out, more particularly, 
thofe charatteriftic marks which diftinguifh 
the Geoftrea Surinamenfis from the ‘other 
fpecies; and he concludes with giving the 
following abridged defcription, which he 
thinks will fufficiently ferve to diftinguith it. 

_ Geoffrzea Surinamenfis inermis, foliolis ova- 
libus obtufis five retufis, carina dipetala. 
A 4 It 
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isnot yet-determined whether this grows 
jn other places befides Surinam. Dr‘ Bondt; 
however, thinks it probable, that it will at 
leaft be found in-other.parts of Gainea. Ie 
is found chiefly in the woods, in fandy and 
mountainous fituations. It flowers andbears 
fruit twice in the year. ‘The native. Indians 
give it the- name'of Wewe and in-the Nes 
gro-Englith, ‘it is ‘called 
- Dr Bonde mentions alfo a fourth, ‘of which, 
however, whien his treatife ‘went to-the prefs, 
he never feen ‘a fpecimens' and he: deo 
fcribed it entirely upo#-the report of others, 
From the accounts at had, he con- 


offrzea Bat afterwards 
obtained a {pecimen of it; he informe ts, in 

an appendix, that it is reallya different fpécies; 
This tree-is' called by the Indians Hereouré, 

anthelmintic power “is much lefé confi- 
- derable. than the ‘former; and: he thinks 
that it ought to be particolarly attended to, 
as the one: bark be fablti- 
| tuted for the other, 
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-After thus giving, in the’ firft chapter, a 
bétanical defcription of this article, he pro- 
deeds, ini the fecond, to -prefent the reader 
with the’ external marks of the batk, the 
“part which is ufed in medicine, and with its 


chemical analyfis. 


"Fhe bark of: hes ‘Geoffrea. Surinamenth i is 
chiefly brought over in fragments of about @ 
foot in length, and a few inches in breadth. 
of. confiderable -thicknefs:and weight 
but the: thicknefs ‘varies according to the age 
of the: tré¢,; and aecording to its being taken 
‘the: branches: or tronk. -Its- external 
is genevally ‘covered with lichens, 
from‘ which -it' gers an’ath colour. “Bat when! 
thefe are. removed, its- colour is a reddith 
_ browa. Under- this, is placed a very firm 
tenacious bark: 6f an iron -colour. ‘When 
cut tranfverfely, it has a thining and variegat- 
ed appearance, That part‘of the bark next 


the wood, is of a dark purple colour. And 


when ‘reduced to powder, it refembles light- 


coloured ‘cirinaiion. “After being kept for 


fome time, it is inodorous’; ‘but, when firft ta- 
ken from the éree, it is feid"to' have fome- 
what of a naufcous fmell.. Upon long chew- 


ing, 
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ing, it gives out a flightly bitter and fharp 
tafte. But the tafte is more confiderable 
in bark taken from young, than from old 
trees, which is almoft infipid. It is alfo 
much ftronger in the dark layer next the 
wood, than in the exterior ones. __ 

After the Geoffrea Surinamenfis became 
celebrated in Holland, the Geoffrea Jamai- 
cenfis, imported from England, was often 
fold in place of it in the fhops. This, how- 
ever, Dr Bondt obferves, is an article much 
more limited in the dofe, and more violent in 
its effects, And he.therefore thinks it highly 
neceflary to point out the external marks by 
which the one may be diftinguifhed from the 
other. Thofe fragments of the Jamaica bark, 
which Dr Bondt has feen, are of a lefs fize 
than the Surinam, and feem evidently to be 
taken from a tree of {maller diameter. It is 
léfs covered with lichens, is more compat, 


and more ponderous. When cut tranfverfely, 


it has a more fhining appearance ; and it dif- 
fers confiderably from the other in colour, 
nearly approaching to the variegated appear- 
ance of rhubarb. Its fmell, particularly 
when rubbed, is much more confiderable 
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than that of the Sorinam bark, and, upon 
chewing, it mach’ fooner gives out a bitter 
tafte. ‘Thefe marks, he thinks, will ferve 
readily to diftinguifh the Surinam from the — 
Jamaica bark, and ftill more from the Me- 
zereon bark, which fomeriines ‘allo been 
fold in place of it. 

. In the way of chemieal analyfis, Dr + Bonde 
fir tried this bark by what ‘is called ‘dry dif- 
‘tillation: > Sixteen ounces’ of the bark of the 
Geoffrzea Surinamenfis, put into a glafgretort, 
were expofed in ‘a fand-bath to the heat of 
boiling ‘water, for about the {pace of a day. 
During this period, there came over a 
phlegm, almoft colourlefs, and‘ of the faint, 
naufeous odour peculiar ‘to the bark; but 

fomewhat empyreumatic. It. had a flightly 

acid tafte, but did not effervefce with alka- 
lies, nor change the-colour of’ fyrup of via- 

Jets. It gave, however, a red ‘colour, with ‘ 

the tin&ture of heliotropium. The quantity 

of this water which came over, weighed two 

ounces, ‘five drams, and fifteen grains.’ 
On the fecond day, a higher degree of 
heat was applied, by which there came over 
a fpirit to the amount of one ounce four 
drams, 
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drams, ‘and thirty-five. grains, This’: {piste 
was of a dark seddith brown colour. Inhalt 
the. {mell. of burpt-wood, fmoked beef; 
and acid; empyreumatie tafte, 
vefced firongly with alkaline falts, afluming 
a milky appearance, and having fome-drops 
of oil {wimming on it; a mark that the fpitit 
Was: fot “pyre, 'but,!.as- sifually the: cafe, 
the third day, the heat was gradnally 
raifed. to ‘the utmolt height thar the glafs 
Gould: ‘bear :-; And,’ by -this,’ there -was 
brought’ over two ounces four drams and fifi 
ty grains: of fpirit and oil, The colour of 
this Jaft fpirit, was:of a darker brown. It diad 
acburnt fmedl, an acid and-bitter tafte. Bue 
it! effervefced little with alkaline 
the! ‘acidity being much blunted by the! ai 
with which it was mixed... The oil was: of -@ 
dark, blatk, pitchy appearance, and aconfider- 
able part of it adheréd botli to the fides of the 
sevort greater part. 
this oil..was: more pohderons than the {pirit > 
bata few drops fwimmed on: ite’ fasfaces<> It 

had» an. dad, with 
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dealt: portion ‘of. fpinit: and oil, 4 
of elaftic vapour efcaped. 
the2retort there remained a black 
retaiming ‘the figare of the fragments of 
bark. _ It was very friable, and weighed five 
ounces three drams and thirty grains. Thus, 
the whole. prodyéts taken together, amounted 

to.twelve ounces two drams and ten grains : 
So that of the fixteen ounces put into the re- 
tort, there were loft three ounces five drams 
and fifty grains; which was partly to be a- 
{cribed to. the thick oil adhering to the fides 
of the veffels, which could not be feparated, 
and partly to the elaftic vapour, which was 
not confined by the luting. The charcoal, 
reduced to a powder, when tried with the 
magnet, f, fhewed no marks of iron: It was af- 
terwards treated by incineration and celixivia- 
tion. But the account of thefe trials our au- 
thor referves to be afterwards mentioned. 
To determing whether this bark contained 
any volatile matter, he next tried it in the 
way of humid diftillation. To thirty-two 
ounces of it, fourteen pounds of water were 
added. After twenty-four hours of cold, -and 
twelve of ‘warm: digeftion, it was fubje&ed: to 

diftillation 


« 
' 
A 
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diftillation by very gentle boiling; and this 
diftillation was continued till feven pints were 
drawn off. The water thus obtained was al-— 
moft limpid. It had, however, fomething of 
a whitith caft ; but it feemed to be entirely 
free from oil. It had a peculiar naufeous o- 
dour, pretty ftrong, and fimilar to that which 
the phlegm obtained by dry diftillation emitted. 
The tafte was malkifh, refembling the fmell. 
This whitith colour, {mell and tafte, were moft 
manifeft at the beginning of the diftillation, and 
gradually diminifhed towards the end of it. 
This diftilled water produced no change on 
the fyrup of violets, or tinéture of heliotropi- 
um ; and it produced no precipitation, with a 
folution of corrofive fublimate, or of filver. 
Nor did it occafion any turbid appearance 
with lime-water. The liquor which remained 
in the ftill had no fmell, but had a bitter and 
aftringent tafte. It had a reddifh brown coa 
lour, but. was pellucid ; and it formed ink, on 
the addition of a folution of vitriol of iron. 
The bark fubjected to diftillation ftill retained 

its figure, but was almoft void of tafte. 
The liquor which remained after the humid 
diftillation, was flrained through paper, and 
| evaporated 


a 
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evaporated to the confiftence of thick honey ; 
and it yielded two ounces fix drams and twen- 
ty four grains of this watery extra. Under 
this evaporation, the fmell difcoverable in the 
diftilled water was again obvious. This ex- 
tract had a very black colour, a flight but pe- 
culiar fmell, fomewhat refembling that of bit- 
ter almonds, and a very bitter fharp tafte, 
When fhaken with water it frothed much; 
and this froth had a light red colour. The 
water agitated with it, obtained a brown co- 
lour. ‘The extract was found not to attrac 
moifture from the air, but to lofe its own moif- 
ture, being gradually dried. 
With the bark which had been fubje&ed — 
to the humid diftillation, another decoétion 
was formed, by boiling it with water for the 
{pace of an hour. Four ounces, however, 
were previoufly taken away, to be employed 
in another experiment, afterwards to be men- 
tioned. ‘This fecond decoétion, though lefs 
ftrongly faturated, had a reddith brown colour, 
‘a bitter fubaftringent tafte, and no {mell. ‘With 
a folution of the vitriol of iron, it alfo ftruck 
a black colour ; and, after ftraining, this de- 
cotction alfo was infpiffated into an extract very 
much 
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much fefembling the former. It was of alefs 
dark colour, but had manifeftly the fmell of 
bitter almonds, and it weighed one ounce two 
drams and thirty-two grains. ‘To determine, 
however, with greater exaCtnefs, the quantity 
of extra yielded by this bark, eight ounces 
were treated by four different coctions ; at the 
end of the laft of which, the deco@ion had 
— fo little colour or tafte, that farther treatment 
in this manner was thought unneceflary. All 
thefe decoétions were mixed, and fubjeéted to 
. ‘evaporation. During the evaporation, a pel- 


licle frequently formed upon the furface, which _ a 


was carefully removed and kept apart. After 
infpiffating to. the confiftence of thick honey, 
the extra& weighed one ounce two drams and 


thirty-fix grains ; and the pellicles kept fepa- §& 


rate, weighed three drams four grains. The 

former was of a black, the latter of a brown 

colour. Both had the fmell of bitter almonds, 

a very bitter tafte, and gave a brown colour 
to water. 

For obtaining the refinous part of this bark, — 
eight ounces of it, cut very fmall, were fub- 
eed to warm digeftion for four days, with 
ounces of rectified fpirit of wine. The 

tincture 
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tin@ure, poured off and ftrained through pa- 
per, was of a deep red colour, and very high- 
ly faturated. It had however no {mell, but 


what it bortowed from the fpirit of wine. 
| Upon the fame bark, thirty-two ounces of 
freth fpirit were poured. After warm digef- — 


tion for the fpace of a week, the filtrated tinc- 
ture obtained from it, had an elegant red co- 


lour, but appeared to be lefs faturated than — 
‘the former. A third quantity of fpirit of 


wine, to the extent of fixteen ounces, was then 
poured upon the bark. After warm digeftion 
for four days, the tinéture obtained was of a 


light red, or yellowifh caft; fo that farther di- 


geftion feemed unneceffary. All thefe tince 


tures were mixed and expofed to gentle heat — 


in a retort, that.the greateft part of the fpirit 
might be: abftracted. The fpirit obtained 
from them, differed in nothing from reétified 


{pirit of wine. The remaining’ tincture wag 


infpiflated by a gentle hear, till it obtained 


the confiftence of a thick fyrup. Under this . 


evaporation, refinous particles evidently fell 
to the bottom. The liquid thus infpiffated, 
Was put into ¢ighteem pints of pure water, 


which became, upon this, of 2 milky hue, 
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and there took place a complete precipitation 
of the refin. This was feparated from the 
liquor by filtration through paper; and, after 
being properly dried, it weighed one dram — 
twenty-four grains. 

The refinous matter, thus obtained, was of 
afriable nature. It did not adhere to the 
fingers, but, when chewed, it ftuck to the 
teeth. ‘It was of a dark red colour, of a fpi- 
rituous, refinous fmell, and bitterifh tafte. 
Thrown upon a hot iron, it fwelled, giving 
out a refinous fmell; and, from the action of 
flame, it burnt, leaving a fpongy, black, fri- 
able charcoal. 

_ As, in confequence of digeftion with foiries, 
the refinous part chiefly was drawn off, Dr 
Bondt wanted to try whether any portion of 
watery extract ftill remained in the bark. 
For this purpofe, he boiled the bark which 
had been thrice digefted with fpirit of wine, 
in fix pounds of water for half an hour, The 
decoation, when ftrained, was of a red and 
lightly brown colour. A fecond and third de- 
coétion were made; and, upon infpiffation, 
four drams fifty-five grains of extraé& were 
> obtained, 
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obtained, which had the colour, tafte, {mell, 
and other attributes of the former extra¢ts. 


wine removed a‘confiderable quantity ‘of the 
watery extrac, yet fome portion ftill remain- 


ther the water, in boiling, ated upon the re- 


bark, which had been employed in forming 
the diftilled water, and fubjeéted it to warm 
digeftion, with twelve ounces of rectified fpirit 
of wine. At the end of four days, he obtain. 
ed a faturated tinéture, of a deep red colour. 
Another warm digeftion, with eight ounces of 
rectified fpirit, continued for three days, gave 
likewife a fully faturated tinéture ; but a third 
digeftion, with other eight ounces, gave only 

a tincture of a light red colour. Thefe tinc- 
tures, treated in the manner already mention- 
éd, yielded twenty-four grains: of refin, preé- 
eifely fimilar to the former, It thus how- 
ever appeared, that, with the watery extraét, 
a confidetable proportion of réfin was united. 

The fame conclufion was dlfo drawn from 


another experiment. Foor dtams of watery 
_ €xtract were put into a phial, with four oun- ~ 


B 2. ces 


Having thus found, that although fpirit of 


ed; he next endeavoured to determine, whe- — 


fin. He took, therefore, four ounces of the 
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es of reétified fpirit of wine. Digeftion was 
performed for near two weeks, partly ‘warm, 
partly cold ; the mixture, during that time, 
being frequently agitated. ‘The tinéture, af- 
ter being ftrained, had a light red colour, and 
manifeftly bitter tafte; an evident proof that 
it contained real refin. It feemed probable 
to ‘Dr Bondt, that this refin, united with the 
watery extract, conftituted that pellicle which 
rofe to the furface. He therefore put three 
drams of this pellicle, which had been kepre 
feparate, into four ounces of reétified fpirit of 
wine, and digefted for feveral days, partly 
cold, partly warm, frequently fhaking the mix. 
ture. It was in part diffolved, and gave a 
golden-coloured tinéture, of a very bitter tafte. 
Much of it, however, was left undiflolved, 
which was of a brown colour, and here and 
there of a fhining appearance. This refiduum 
had no colour: It adhered to the teeth on 
chewing: It was with difficulty diffolved in 

water; and the greateft part of it was in- 
foluble. It feemed, therefore, that this pellicle, 
rifing on the infpiffation of the decoétion, con- 
 fifted of refinous matter, decompofed by hea 

and 
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and water, and afterwards neither foluble in 
water nor {pirit of wine. 


Dr Bondt next withed todetermine, 


_ that earth, detected in many vegetables by the 
celebrated Scheele, and termed the earth of. 


thubarb, exifted in this vegetable; and by © 


one of the proceffes defcribed by Scheele, he 
obtained earth, in the proportign of ten grains 
" to'an ounce of the bark. This earth was of 
@ white colour. It neither effervefced with 
pure nitrous acid, nor was diffolved by it. It 
burnt on red-hot iron with a blue flame ; and 
what remained after this burning, effervefced 
ftrongly with the nitrous acid, and was com- 
pletely diffolyed in it: Thus, it had the vari- 


ons properties of the earth of rhubarb. By | 


other trials alfo he difcovered, that this bark 
contained the real earth of rhubarb, that is, a 
felenite, formed of calcareous earth and the 
acid of forrel. 

- ‘He next proceeded to examine the charcoal 
left on the dry diftillation. This was put in- 
ton earthen pot, and kindled by a fmall fpark 
of fire. It retained the fire, which was gra- 
dually propagated through the whole, and re- 


_ duced it to whitith-coloured athes. Thefe 


B 3 afhes 
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afhes were farther calcined in a hot-crucible 5 
and, after calcination, he had fix drams forty. 
three grains of grayifh-coloured afhes, ‘with 
which were intermixed fome brafs-coloured . 
particles. When tried by the magnet, ‘fome 
moleculx of iron, but a few only, were dif- 
covered. Upon the elixiviation of thefe athes 
witha fufficient quantity of water, a lixiview 
of an alkaline tafte was obtained, which by: 
evaporation yielded a cryftalline falt, ‘This 
falt, from different trials, appeared to bea 
vitriolated tartar, united with a 
the fal febrifugus. oe | 
remaining liquor, incapable of 
cryftallization, -was infpiffated, and yielded 
forty three grains of a falt, evidently of ‘an 
alkaline tafte, which proved x tobe real fixed 
alkali. 
He next examined the earth left hil the 
clixiviation of the afhes. Portions of this 
earth, infoluble in water, were put into the 
vitriolic, the nitrous, and tle acetous acid. 
With the two former, there took place a 
ftrong effervefcence ; but with the acetous; 
it Was wanes vifible. Farther trials thewed} 
that 
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that thefe athes confifted of a calcareous 
earth, and a fmall proportion of iron. 
From ‘all’ thefe experiments, Dr Bondt 
draws the following conclufions. | 
_ 4. That there are in: the bark of the Ge- 
offrea Surinamenfis, fome particles, volatile — 
in the heat of warm water ; but that a fmall 
portion only of this valatile principle exilts i in 
the dried bark. 2 

2. That a confiderable quantity of watery 
extract exifts in this bark ; but that, for ex- 
tracing it, long and cotton 1 is ne- 

3. That this bark is alfo tich ina refinous, 

or fpirituous extract’; but that a confiderable 

proportion, of this refin.is decompofed by wa- 
ter and heat; and that, therefore, in prepar- 
ing the decoction and extra¢t, it is beft to em- 
ploy gentle boiling and evaporation, _—s_. 

4+ That a double modification of: vegeta- 
ble acid exifts in this bark, the acidum lig- 
‘Rorum, and the acidum acetofellz. 
| § That an empyreumatic oil may be ob- 
tained from this bark by dry diftillation, as 
well as from moft other vegetables; but that 
it = alfo another oil, which fwims on wa- 

B4 ter; 
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ter; obtained, however, to a “ {mall ex- 
tent only. 
6. That the fixed remaining after 
diftillation, contains the fame falts with moft 
other vegetables, a neutral and an alkalime, 
but in much lefs quantity than: 
tables. | 

And, laflly, That a quantity 
of calcareous earth, with fome particles of 

iron, conftitute the bafis of this bark. 

In the third chapter, Dr Bonde treats of 
the medical properties‘of the Geoffrza Suri- 
namenfis. And he begins by relating the 
obfervations' made by different. praétitioners 
of eminence, who have had an opportunity 
of trying it. The firft he relates, are fome 
obfervations made by the celebrated Dr Vol- 
telen of Leyden. From the trials he has 
made, Dr Voltelen is of opinion, that there 
is hardly any remedy equal to it, and none 
fuperior to. it, in killing and expelling worms. 
Under the ufe of this remedy, it is wonder- 
ful how great a quantity of vifcid pituita is 
expelled, both upwards and downwards. 
this it often happens, that, contrary’ to ex- 
peation, difcafes, to arife: from. 
worms, 
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worms, without any difcharge of them, are 
fuccefsfuly removed. Ic exerts alfo a fingu< 
lar ftimulus:on the urinary organs, often ex- 
citing a very copious flow of urine. Befides 
this, it for the moft: part gently moves the 
belly, and fometimes alfo excites vomiting. 

: From thefe obvious operations he concluded 
that the ufe of this remedy might with advan- 
tage be extended to various chronical affections 
where there were no worms. Nor was his ex- 
pectation difappointed. For he tried it with, 
the happieft effects in difeafes arifing from col- 
le&tions of -vifcid mucus in the ftomach, iner- 
tiaof ‘the fluids, laxity of the folids, and the 
like; as in cafes of anafarca, chloro‘is, humid 
afthma, and mucous cough. 

_ He admits, however, that it cannot be re- 
prefented as. always operating without incon- 
venience. :'. For, befides naufea and vomiting, 
it fometimes creates very great anxiety, parti- 
culasly. if it be given in large.dofes, or with 
abound belly, not. moved .by its operation. 
He thinks that adults are more apt to be af- 
feéted than.:childrén, and that. thefe incon- 
. veniences lefs'frequently arife: from the firft, 

than from after exhibitions of it. He adds, 
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however, that: he never faw it ultimately 
productive of: any »bad effed and that the 
inconveniences ‘asifing from it are even éafily 
obviated, by the aid:of a.carminative, of 
gentle laxative, or of a demulcent. In proof 
of thefe obfervations, from many cafes in 
which he has had an opportunity: of employ- 
ing it, he herd feleGs twelve, :from which:its 
action and are, we 
demonftrated. 

finft is the cafe of a the 
tieth year of liis:age, who, for more than threes 
years, liad been’ miferably affli&ed with. fe: 
gripes, returning at fhort intervals; 
They were moft diftrefiog to him when hun« 
gry, and were fometimes relieved by mucous 
{tools. Sicknefs in the morning, an unpleafing 
feeling of inanition, and,of creeping in the ab- 
domen, which was removed after-dinner ; toge- 
ther with a frequent itchy feeling in the nofe, 
and dilatation of the pupils of the eye, gave 
a fufpicion of worms... But ithe molt: celes 
brated anthelmintics, as well :as:.a: 
ether remedies, prefcribed by different phy- 
. fcians, .were tried in vain,» Recourfe 
had to. a trial of the Geoffraa. Two 

ounces 
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ounces of it “were formed ‘into a ‘decottion, 
with: two pounds of water, boiled till one 
half was extianfted: and one third part of 

this decostiom wasidire@ed tobe taken every . 
morning, for three days fucceffively. ' The 
fir dayt had hardly any other vifible effec, 
than the difcharge of a large'quantity of mu- 
cus. The fecord: day, it ‘excited conftant 
vomiting: ‘and And, on’. the ‘third 
day, a perpetual naufea took place, till three 
large worms, the lumbricous kind, were 
difcharged alive. ‘After this; his pains 
came much more tolerable, and not fo con- 
ftant. At the. ond of two weeks, the fame re- 
medy was ‘again "prefctibed. It’ occafioned 
much uneafinefs, ‘but neither opened his bel- 
ly, nor expelled worms. Qn: this account, 
he:was direéted ‘to take, on the fourth day, 
a dofe of the powder of jallap, with “fweer 
mercury. This: produced ‘the ‘difcharge of 
much pituita, and of two dead worms. After 
this, he continued for fome weeks free from 
any inconvenience. But his former uneafi- 
nefs then returned::» He could net, however, 
at firft be prevailed: upon to repeat the fame 


remedy. But, upon his pains inereafing to 


a great 
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a great degree of feverity, he himfelf re- 
quefted it. It was then —- for him, 
according to the following formula. 
& Cort. Geoffr. Surin. unc. duas. 
Pluv. libras-duas. 
horam, vafe claufo, Rad. Rhei ‘elett. 
drachmdas duas colat. ddde. 
Liq. Anod. Hoffm. drachmam unam cunt 
 femiffe. 
now bore the remedy much better. It had 


the effe& of: opening his belly ; and two large - § 


‘worms were again difcharged, with feveral 
fmaller ones. ._ Since that time, he has, enjoyed 
uninterrupted health, although _ = 
have fince elapfed. | 
In the /econd and third cafes, thé ued 
was employed to the extent of fifteen, twent- 
ty, and twenty four grains, with the defired 
effect. 
‘The fourth cafe, is that of a girl in re 
twelfth year of her age, who from in- 
fancy had been frequently diftrefled with 
_ worms, infomuch that, when fhe was fcarce 
four months old, and although fhe had, 
till 


me O&O 


of honey, By this, a whole globe of afcari- 
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gill that time, been fed ‘only. on her mother’s 


milk, the difcharged a worm of the teres kind. 
Many anthelmintics. had_ been ufed, from . 
which, in the beginning, both teretes and 
afcarides. were expelled. But afterwards, 
as if lofing their effeé& from habit, no more 
were difcharged, although fhe ftill continued 
to be diftrefled with fymptoms from worths; 
and her body was, daily emaciated, but. her 
belly fwelled. A decoétion was prefcribed 
for her, amounting to fix ounces, formed 
from fix drams of the Cortex Geoffrez, with 
the addition of an ounce of the Syrup. Cort. 
Aurant. This was direéted to be taken 
during the courfe of three mornings. Both 
the firft dofes brought away many hard {fcy- 
balla. . The third opened the belly, occafion- 
ing a great difcharge of mucus, and of fome 
afcarides: but no naufea, or any other in- 
convenience, was produced from the medi- 
cine. On the fourth day, Dr Voltelen advifed 
a glyfter, formed by boiling an ounce of the 
Geoffrza bark in a fufficient quantity of wa- 
ter, fo as to leave fix ounces of the ftrained 
liquor, to which there was added an ounce 
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des was difcharged; upoi which the patient 


became much more chedrful, — not 
free from all her fymptoms. | 
After an interval of a fate ders rhe fithe | 
remedy was again repeated. But the third 
part of the decoétion, taken at feven in the 


mnorning, in two hours dfter excited nanfea 
-and vomiting ; fo that, till five in the evening, 


fhe difcharged whatever was taken, witha @@ 
vaft quantity of vifcid mucus. It had the ef- jm 
feé&t of moving her belly thrice, with the dif- 4 


charge of many afcarides. In confequence of #9 


this, fhe took no more of the decoétion: but her 


‘fymptoms from worms entirely difappeared ; 


and the ufe of bitters, with chalybeates, after- 
wards reftored her to perfect health: and fhe has 
fince continued free from any inconvenience. 
The fifth cafe is that of a youth in the thir- 
teenth year of his age, of a cacheétic habit, 
who had been afflited with a chronic inflam- 
mation, firft of the right, and then of the lefe 


eye. This obftinately refifted the molt effica- 


cious remedies: Being fufpetted to arife from 
a depraved ftate of the fluids, depurantia and 
corrigentia of varlous kinds were exhibited, 
not neglecting antimorials and mercurials: but 

neither | 
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neither from-thefe, nor from iftes, ¥ was any 
good effeé obtained. 

_A fufpicion of -worms arifing, a eral was 
made of the Geoffrea, The decoétion was 
exhibited for three mornings fucceflively, with 


mixture of the fyrup of fenna. The con- | 


fequencé was, that his belly was a little open- 
ed, with the difcharge of a large quantity, 
both of lumbrici and afcarides, involved in 
very vifcid mucus. . After this, his ophthal- 
mia was, as if miraculoufly, removed. 

In the fixth cafe, a woman in the fortieth 
year of her age, was freed from a great va- 
riety of anomalous fymptoms, upon the dif- 
charge of a number of afcarides, after the ufé 
of the extrac of the Geoffr#a bark, to the 
extent of twelve grains. 

The feventh cafe related, is that of a fe- 
dentary man in the forty-fixth year of his 
age, who had been long diftrefled with a 
mucous chronic cough, want of appetite, 
coftivenefs, weaknefs, and, at times, flight 
fever. He had already tried different reme- 
dies, without benefit. Emetics, indeed, were 


exhibited, and gave fome relief, but did not 
acure. In this cafe, Dr Voltelen 


directed 
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direéted the Cortex in the fllow- 
ing form : 

Extract Corticis — 

unam. 
“Succi Liquorit. infpifl. drachmas tres. 
OL Still. Foenic. guttas ofto, f. pil. gr. iil. 

quarum ter de die tres capiendz. © 

This remedy, continued for fome time, pro- 
duced no inconvenience, but flight naufea.. It: 
rendered his expectoration much more free : 
It kept his belly open: It produced a copious 
difcharge of urine, with a thick mucous fedi- 
ment; and at length entirely removed his 
cough. Afterwards, to the ufe of the pills 
was fubjoined wine, medicated with the roots 
of helenium and angelica, fennel feeds and 
myrrh, which reftored him to due bealch and 
vigour. 

The eighth cafe, i is that of a young man in 
the fixteenth year of his age, affected with an 
afthma, at firft dry, but afterwards with mu- 
cous fpitting. After premifing an emetic, Dr 
Voltelen ordered for him the decoétion of the ~ 
Geoffrzea bark, diluted with peppermint wa- 
_ ter, and the addition of a little manna. Of 

this he took a {pqonful every two or three: 
| hours. 
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hours. . By continuing shis medicine for fomé 


days, his refpiration was much mended, and 


his belly kept open, with.a large difcharge of. 


mucus ; but as he naufeated the decottion, it 
was exhibited under the form of tincture, fixty 
drops being taken thrice a day, and the dofe 
gradually increafed. By this he was entire- 


ly relieved from his difeafe; and often after- 


wards, upon a threatening of his afthma, by 
the ufe of the tinéture he happily — 


’ The ninth cafe, is s that of a boy in the fixth 


year of his age, of a very delicate habit. He 


had for fome years enjoyed tolerable health, 
but at length. became pale and emaciated, 
although his appetite was rather voracious. 
After this he became morofe, forrowful, and 
fedentary ; and he had no defire either for 
moving about, or for amufement. His bel- 
ly then began to fwell, and acquired a’ re- 
markable hardnefs. Many of the glands of 
his neck were alfo fwelled, while his limbs 
were extenuated. and withered. His’ breath. 
ing was difficult, his appetite fometimes, vora- 
cious, fometimes bad ; his belly loofe, his urine 


thin, crude, and milky. Thefe complaints Dr 
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Voltelen afcribed to improper diet and delicate 
management; and he thinks they might per- 
haps have been removed, by a due continua- 
tion of the remedies ufually employed in fuch 
cafes: but as the patient could not be made 
to comply with this, it was neceflary to think 
of fome efficacious remedy, which could be 
given under a fmall form. Three grains of 
the extract of the Geoffreea bark, mixed with 
fugar, were exhibited daily, in a little wine. 
_ This medicine was both taken and borne with 
eafe. His belly, im the beginning, was fome- 
what moved, with a large difcharge of mucus, 
' and the expulfion of feveral whole lumbrici, 
and many fragments of others. As, however, 
he began to loathe the extract, the refin of 
the Geoffraa was fubfticuted to it, eight grains 
of which, divided into two dofes, were taken 
daily. Under the ufe of this medicine, the 
{welling of his belly gradually diminifhed, and 
| his other fymptoms difappeared. He was at 
| length reftored to perfeé health and ftrength ; 
which, however, Dr Voltelen thinks, was in 
part to be attributed to the ufe of the tinc- 
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The tenth cafe related by Dr Voltelen, is 
that. of a lady, im the 27th year of her age, 
who had been for a long time fubjefted to an 
obftinate irregular intermittent, producing a 
deficiency of the menftrual difcharge, fwelling 
of the belly, and a variety of other fymptoms. 
After clearing the alimentary canal by a fa- 
line potion, containing a {mall quantity of ‘e- 
metic tartar, Dr Voltelen refolved to try the 
Geoffrza; and, for this purpofe, had recourfe 
to the following prefcription : 

B Extr. Cort. Geoffr. drachmam unam. 
Aq. Sull. Menth. uncias ofo. 
Syr. quing. Rad. Aper. unciam unam et 
fem. 
Spt. Nitri dulc. drachmas iii. 
M. et fumat omni trihorio coculear. 

This produced flight naufea, and a large dif- 
charge of turbid urine, but without moving 
her belly. A portion of manna, therefore, 
was added to the mixture, in place of the fy. 
rop; and by this means, her fever firft affam- 


ed the form of a regular tertian, and then en- 


tirely difappeared ; -and the whole habit was 
much altered for the better. As, however, 


her appetite was not reftored, her belly was 
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ftill fwelled, and the fenfes did not return, | 
the was direéted to take twa of the ee 
pills, every fecond hour: 

B Extr. Cort. Geoffr. drachmam pham. 

—— Rad. Gent. drach. duas et fem. — 

Maf. Pil. Ruf. drach. fem. i 

Ol. Still. Menth. gurtas ofto, f, maf. 
gr. trium. 

After thefe were for fome time oiienk 
this obftinate difeafe was completely over- 
come; her menfes flowed freely, and her 
‘ftrength was completely reftored. 
The eleventh cafe, is that of a girl, twelve 
‘years of age, who had for fome time laboured 
under various affections of di geftion. Thefe 
were followed by violent fpafmodic agitations, 
particularly of her limbs, with a total aboli- 
tion of fenfe. As worms, or impurity in the 
alimentary canal, were fufpeéted, recourfe was 
had to different evacuants and anthelmintics, 
but without effeé& ; for neither worms were 
difcovered, nor were the fpafms mitigated. 
Recourfe was then had to the decoétion of the - 
Cortex Geoffrez. The firft portion, after 
remaining only a fhort time in the ftomach, 
was almoft entirely rejefted. The fecond and 
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third moved the belly feveral times, without 
any’ ‘uneafinefs, ‘and’ with a large difcharge of 
fiucus: and, 6n the fourth day, when a little 
infufion of rhubarb was alfo given, there was 
copious’ difcharge of pituita.' After this, 
her fpafmodic affections were much more rare, 
and much fighter. It feemed therefore pro- 
pet to: repeat the miedicine. From the firft 
dofe, there. was,’ as-formerly, great anxiety, 
nanfea,‘and vomiting, : and’a large difcharge 
of: mucus, both upwards: and downwards. 
Two other portions’ of the decoétion; .after- 
wards taken, gave’ little inconvenience, being 
followed only by fome: mucous ftools. No 
worms were obferved, -cither on this or the 
former exhibition of the medicine: But the 
convulfive motions entirely left her; and, by 
the aid. of fome ftomachic bitters, was re- 
ftored to pane health, which the has enjoy- 
ed ever fince. 
2), The twelfth. cafe by Dr Voltelen, 
is that of a man forty years of age, who, af- 
ter having long enjoyed good health, began 
to complain abour thiree years before, in con- 
fequence, probably, of being addiged to the 
. ufe of wine. His chief complaints were laffi- 
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tude, a fenfe of weight at the ftomach, auo- | 
rexia, and headach. Upon thefe fuperven-— 
ed {pafmodic affections, terminating, at-laft, in 
real epileptic acceflions. Various kinds of te- 
medies, prefcribed by different phyficians, and 
among others anthelmintics, were tried ia yajns 
nor could the caufe of his difeafe be difcaver- 
ed. In this ficuation, it was thought proper 
to try the Geoffrea. A. ftrong decoding, 
twelve ounces in quantity, formed from. three 
ounces of the bark, was dire@ed, Oa the 
firft day, it excited flight vomiting ; and, both 
on this and the following days, it. moyed the 
‘belly confiderably, and copionfly evacuated a 
denfe and vifcid mucus. For feveral days, af- 
ter this, the paroxyfms were retarded, - Eight 
days afterwards, the fame remedy was repeat- 
ed, with no lefs fuccefs; avery large difcharge 
of mucus taking place, both upwards and 
downwards. After this, he was no more af- 
feéted with the paroxyfms, although Ro: 
worms could be deteéted. 

The next obfervations: which Dr. ‘Bonde 
mentions, are thofe of the. deceafed' Dr. Juli- 
aans; of which mention was made at the be- 
ginning of his differtation, An account is 
| here 
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here given of feven cafes, tweated by Dr Ju- 
liaans himfelf, in which the Cortex Geoffraz 
was employed with fuccefs. Ali thefe were 
worm cafes;,and in fome of them. lumbrici, in 
others afcarides, were difcharged, after power- 
fal. anthelmintics had been tried in vain. 

_. Dr Bondt next relates three cafes, treated 


by a learned phyfician, Dr de Mann, and 


communicated by him to Dr Juliaans, among 
whofe papers they were found. In all thefe 
three, various fymptoms, arifing from worms 
of the lumbricous kind, were fuccefsfully re- 
moved, by means of the Cortex Geoftres. 
Dr de Mann concludes with obferving, that 
the Geoffraea is a moft excellent remedy, for 
the difcharge of pituita from the aliment- 
ary.canal; and he fufpeés, that upon this pro- 
perty its. power of expelling worms chiefly 
depends, the nidus and feat of which is well 
known to be principally in this vifcid mucus. 
. An account is next given of fome trials 


made by Dr Rumpell, alfo found among the 


manufcripts of Dr Juliaans. Dr Rumpell 
likewife bears teftimony to the excellent effects 
which he derived from the ufe of the Geof- 


_ frza, not only in worm cafes, but alfo in other 


C4 difeafes. 
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difeafes. He alfo' obferved from ‘it 
copious difcharge of pituita. | In fome cafes, 
he employed it without effect ; “particularly 
with thofe patients who could not this 
remedy on account of the - exceflive: anxiety 
which arofe from it: This, he remarked, 
chiefly occurred in thofe who were of -a: firm 
habit ;.-whilft loofe and pitujtons- habits, ‘atid 
infants, bore this remedy much more éafily.? 
Dr Bondt next’adds‘a letter concerning thé 
Geoffreea bark, ‘written to: Dr‘ Voltélen? by 
Dr Veirac, a learned.phyfician at Rotrerdam. 
He exhibited the Geoffreea;‘fomietimes under 
the form of decoétion; fometimes of : tin@ure, 
rarely of extraé&; and on one occafion’ exter- 
nally, under the form of powder. From up: 
wards of fifty different cafes in which he-trjed 
it, he draws the followmg conclofions . 
1. That this bark, excepting in the cafe of 
the lumbricus latus, or tenia, feemed :to him 
to be the moft certain, fafe, and Peotone 
anthelmintic he had ever tried. 
2. That the Geoffreea bark was 
ufeful in fome pituitous difeafes, particularly 
the humid, habitual, and periodic 
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caterchal ‘coughs, in the 

og. Thdt- he-had tried this bark int many 


hydropie ¢afes; both of the ‘anafarcous and 


citic kind but/that, in thefe, it was often em< 
ployed‘in vain: fometimes the advantage re- 
fulting : from: it.:was: doubtful ; ‘but, in fome 
cafes, when‘conjoined as an adjuvant with o- 


2.4. Phatr he: had: tried this. remedy. with 


duce maniacal patients, both by:itfelf, and in 


conjunétion with the moft powerful fpecifics, 
bat: without deriving : any»advantage from it. 
That he had-ufed it in a ‘variety of -cus 


taneous affedtions, both by itfelf and in ‘cone 


junction with-other. remedies ; but with no o- 
ther effeé than the not been 

16. Thar. anifet to be 


derived from.it, when conjoined with the Pe- | 
 ruvian bark, in, laxity, of the inteftines, with a 


mucous diathefis of the fluids, which is often 
the confequence of long continued vernal and 


3 for.in thefe. cafes, the 
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Cortex Geoffteece feemed: to him to’ iacreafe 
the tonic power of the Peruvian bark. -»» 
q- And lajily, indeed, on 
one. he c that, ufed 
both externally. and tasconsll with the Peru- 
vian bark, it is ufeful in the fpontancous gan- 
grenes occurring to old people, and that it may 
be recommended in other gangrenes. 
Two cafes are next related, communicated 
to Dr Voltelen by Doétor.du Pui. In the 
fifi of thefe, a cafe of epilepfy, wornis were 
difcharged, from the ufe of the Geoffrzea, but 
without curing the difeafe. In the /econd, 
‘cafe of obftinate, convulfive, fpafmodic affec- 
tions, after the difcharge of a number of 
worms, which had before refifted the moft 
powerful anthelmintics, ‘the difeafe was Comte 
pletely removed. 

After thefe follow five cafes, communicated | 
to Dr Voltelen by Dr Ermerins, phyfician 
at Middleburgh. All of thefe were worm 
cafes, of the lumbricous kind, in which the 
Geoffrea was employed with fuc- 

cefs. 
Theteis afterwards acaferelated byDr Croll, 
in which theGeoftraea wasemployed with fuccefs 
iD 
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in the expulfion of Jumbrici. Next are added 
fome obfervations, communicated by the learn- 
ed- Profeffer. Oofterdyk, in which it feemed © 


to be attended with fome benefit m a cafe of E 


tenia; bat, in the end, it was found inade- 
quate to produce a cure, And, laft of all, a 
cafe communicated by Dr Peereboom of Am- 
fterdam, in which it was ufed with remark+ 3 
able benefit-in the expulfion of lumbrici. | 
.- From thefe different obfervations, commu- 
seid by. eminent phyficians, De Bond draws 
feveral corollaries. 
a, He thinks that the men- 
tioned, ‘clearly prove, that ‘the primary pow- 


er of the Cortex Geoffree’ Surinamenfis, is 


that of an anthelmintic, for which purpofe it 
is folely ufed among the Indians of Surinam. 
This power it pofleffes in fo great a degree, 
that he is even doubtful, whether, in worm 
cafes, it be ever employed. without effea. 
This, however, he confiders as principally 
applicable the teretes and afcarides : 
For its power: againft the tenia is at leaft 
more doubtful, although he confiders it as 
entitled to future trials. ‘againkt that worm 


2. He 
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2. He conclades that this bark poffeffes a 
remarkable. faculty of. cutting, diffolving, “and 
retioving vileid ‘anid tenacious mucus | 
3. He the which’ his més 
poffeffes; of evacuating ‘upwards’and 
downwards; aé°‘deferving attention.” From 
this powers by irregularly irritating“ ‘the'fi- 
bres. of canal, ‘it oftén pros 
very great’ unéafinefs.’ Thefé effects 
are chiefly ‘obféervéd, if‘the’belly be not mov: 
ed by the ufe of this remedy. The unedfit 
nefs thas taking’ place, then, is to bé avoided 
by moderatifig’ the dofe, by. exhibiting the . 
remedy in prifes, or by conjoining it with 
fome gentle purgative‘or carminative. 
4. Another: circumftance’ which’ hé. confi- 
ders as deferving notice, is the ftimulus which 
this remedy often exerts’‘upon: the urinary 
- organs, producing a great difcharge of urine, 
and, in fome inftances,:a tenefmus vefica.. 


‘He thinks that it:deferves:a ‘place among the 


diuretic and hydragoge medicines.’ 
The. antifpafmodic power which” this 
remedy feems to “poffefs, in convulfive’ mo- 
tions, epilepfies, and coughs of different 
kinds, 
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kinds, likewife, in the opinion of our au- 
thor, deferves attention. He thinks, how- 
ever, that this principally depends on its 


power of expelling worms, or ‘mucus; al- _ 


though he thinks it not improbable that it 
may ‘alfo have fome influence, by gently af- _ 
fefting the nerves, and inducing naufea. 

_ 6 The expe&orant power which it often 

fhews, he afcribes to its effe& of cutting 
mucus, and exciting nauféa. ; though this al- 

~ fo may; ‘he thinks, be aided by i its gently fti- 

mulating the nerves. 

7. On the fame principle, he accounts for 
that ftrengthening power which it fometimes 
feems to exert in laxity of the inteftines, 
fpontaneous gangrenes of old people, and 
fome fimilar affeGtions. That it. may poffefs 

ftrengthening power, is, le thinks, to 
be prefumed from its bitternefs and aftringen- 
cy- _ But he imagines that its effects in this 
way are rather to be afcribed to the dif- 
charge of mucus; as, by this means, other 
tonic remedies have a better opportunity of 
acting ; and it has chiefly been in conjunétion 
with thefe, that this bark. has been acre 
ful as a tonic. 
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Dr Bondt next treats of the form and 
dofe under which the Cortex Geofirez is ex- 
hibited. This bark, he obferves, is given 
under various forms. The form under which 
it is chiefly given, and which is alone ufed 


in Surinam, is that of decoftion : And this 


form, he thinks, is the moft efficacious, par 
ticularly if it be given with the view of expel- 
ling lumbrici. In forming the decoétion, two 
‘ounces of the Surinam bark are boiled with 
twenty four ounces of common water, to 
the confumption of one half. Of this decoc« 
tion, one third part, or four ounces, are ta- 
ken for three fucceflive mornings: And on 
the fourth day, fome purgative medicine is 
exhibited, unlefs the belly has been moved 
by the ufe of the decoétion. The decoéion,. 
however, is by different pradtitioners varied 
in ftrength, and by the addition of different 
articles, for the fake of rafte. The decoétion 
has not only been taken by the mouth, but 
 alfo in the way of injeéion, and with the beft 
fuccefs againft afcarides. 

But if the decoétion be either difagreeable 
to patients, from the tafte, or if a. fmall- 
er form be requifite, recourfe may be “had to 

| the 
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the extraé,. fifteen grains being given for 
three fucceflive mornings, and a purgative 
faperadded on the fourth day. ‘The extra& 
may be exhibited either under-the form of 
pills or bolus, or diffolved in any diftilled 
water. The form of extraé& is the beft re- . 
medy in‘ chronic difeafes, for removing pitui- 
ta, whether it be exhibited alone, or ‘Bien 
with bitrer gums and foap. | | 
The refin of the’ Geoffrea, mixed with | 
fagar, furnifhes a very convenient remedy 
for children; and, with the view of remov- 
ing infraGtions of the belly and glands, it may 
be given to them from three to eight grains ; 
to adalts, to the extent of a feruple. 
With the fame intention, the fpirituous tinc- 
ture may be employed; which is prepared 
‘by adding one ounce of the Geoffrea to 
eight ounces of fpirit. The dofe is to be 
gradually increafed from fity to one hun- 
dred drops. 
This medicine is exhibited under 
the form of powder: Yet there are a few 
obfervations confirming the ufe of it taken in 
this way. But Dr Bondt thinks that it will 
be lefs efficacious under this, than other 


forms, 
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forms, dn account of the great hardnefs of 
the bark, which: requires very:léng protraé- 
ed boiling, ‘for extracting its virtues.’ This 
bark has alfo been given under'the form of 
vinous infufion, with advantage; ‘and Dr 
Bondt thinks, that its active powers may alfo 
be extracted by vinegar. 

‘With regard to the mode of. ‘exhibition, 7 
it is alfo to be obferved, that in Surinam, | 
when it is employed for the expulfion of 
lumbrici, attention,is always paid to the pha 
fes of the moon: And it is exhibited ‘only 


at the times of ’ age and full moon. But 


thofe phyficians who have prefcribed it in 
Europe, agree in teftifying, that attention 
to this circumftance may with fafety be ne- 


glected ; fince, ‘at-whatever time they exhi- 


bited it, it was ftill attended with the ote 
of expelling the lumbrici. ee 

‘The Geoffrea may be combined O- 
ther remedies, either to prevent the. incon- 
-veniences to be dreaded from it, or .to aid 
the action of the medicine, and direé it to.a © 
certain end. , Gentle purgatives added. to it, 
by dire@ting its: mfluence towards the lower 
belly, have a remarkable influence in remov: 
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ing anxiety, naufea,.and vomiting, and at the 
fame time aid the expulfion of worms. Aro-_ 
matics, carminatives, and antifpafmodics, anti- 
cipate thofe nervous affections, which it might 
otherwife induce ; and demulcents diminifh its 
ftimalant power on the urinary organs. 


_ There are fome additions which have been 


fuppefed to. increafe its activity. Thus, the 
root of Valerian has been thought to augment 
its anthelmintic power, greater benefit hav- 
ing, in fome cafes, been obferved to refult 
from both in conjunction, than from either fe- 


_ parately. Its ftrengthening power is evident- 


ly increafed by the Peruvian bark; and, in 
confequence of its union with {quills and hel- 
lebore, it accomplifhes whatever can be ex- © 
pected from the beft deobftruent diuretic; be- 
- fides which it operates alfo as a purgative. 
In the laft feétion of this work, Dr Bonde 
confiders the difference between the Geofirza 
bark, of Surinam and Jamaica. That there . 
‘is a material difference between thefe, appears, 
he thinks, from comparing the account given 
of the latter by Dr Wright, with that which © 
has now been delivered. Patients bear a 
much lefs dofe- of the Geoffrea Jamaicenfis, 
Vou. Ul, Dec. Il. 
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than of this: for the decoétion of it can be 


“a taken, even by adults, to the extent only of 2 
few fpoonfuls ; the extract to the extent only 


of three or four em, and the powder to 
thirty. 

In enumerating effeéts of the Geoffrea 
Jamaicenfis, one circumftance, m which it dif- 
fers remarkably from the Surinam bark, is its 
narcotic power. This power, if it exifts at 
all in the Surinam bark, is at Jeaft very weak. 
Befides this, Dr Wright remarks, that, dur- 


ing the ufe of the Jamaica bark, it is necef- — | 


fary, with the utmoft caution, to avoid drink- 
ing cold water, as it produces ‘not only naufea 
and vomiting, but even fever and delirium. 
But fuch an effect is never obferved from the | 


Suginam bark. Nor does the Surinam bark 


produce thofe violent cathartic effeéts whick 


Dr Wright experienced -from. the Jamaica 


bark: for he tells us, that thirty or forty — 
grains of it produced, in this way, nearly the — 


fame effect as would have arifen from an equal — 


quantity of jallap ;. and that even five grains 
of the extraét both fickened and purged a ro- 
buft man. And Dr Bondt concludes with ob- 
ferving, that the Geoffreea Surinameatis is ne- 

ver 
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ver praduétive of dcliterious effects, which, it 


is faid, have fometimes refulted from the im- 
prudent ufe of the Geoffrzea Jamaicenfis. 


How far this remedy will, in the hands of. 


others, be produétive of all thofe good effeéts 
which are alleged to refult from it by Dr 
Bondt, mutt be determined. by future experi- 
ence. But if thefe be. fully confirmed, it will 
be. avery valuable addition tothe Materia 
Medica. And we may at leaft add, that its 


ptefent character is not refted on the opinion 


of a fingle obferver, but fupported by the 
concurring teftimony of feveral: able and cane * 
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Obfervations on Deafne/s, from affections of the 
ee Tube. By James Sims, M. D. 
Prefident~ of the Medical Soctety of London. 
"Vide Memoirs of the Medical Society of 
Vol. I. London. 


FTER a few remarks on the difcovery 
of the Fallopian tube, in which Dr 
Sims gives it as his opinion that it was kriown 
to Hippocrates; he obferves, that although 
many ufes have been pointed out, yet, that 
one of the principal purpofes for which it is 
mtended, has hitherto efcaped notice. From. 
feveral circumftances, he is inclined to think, 
that it conveys the found of our own voice to 
the organ of hearing; in the fame manner as - 
the meatus auditorius externus conveys to it 
all other founds whatever. Thus, he con- 
fiders it as the principal — of our own 
Voice. 
"This 
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This ingenious’ conjefure, which our au- 
thor has formed from a.variety of facts, and 
which differs from the opinions of the moft 
eminent modern” phyficlogifts, particularly 
shofe of Dr Monre aad Dr Haller, he em- 
‘ploys to illuftrate important praGical remarks, 
in the fubfequent part of his paper. | 
' » Whatever may be the principal ufe of the 
{culapian. tube, it is, he obferves, at pre- 
fent, an almoft univerfally received opinion, 
that deafnefs enfues, when the Euftachian tube 
is obftruéted, as well as when the meatus au- 
ditorius is topped. Thefe two fpecies being 
almoft the only curable ones, and differing 
- effentially in their treatment, it becomes of 
great importance to find out the marks by 
which we may diftingaifh them:: and the in- | 
tention of the paper before ‘us, is to point 
out the fymptoms, diftinguifhing that {pecies 
of deafnefs which depends on the Euftachian 
tube, and the means by which it is to be re- 
moved. Before prefenting the reader with 
general dedudtions, Dr Sims gives an hi- 
{torical account of his obfervations on this 
fubje&, from the time. that 4 at oe claimed his 
‘particular attention. 
D3 in 
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In: Suruner 17735 he-was defired toi vifita 
young gentleman in Fenchurch-Street ;' who, 
after expofure to cold, ‘had“been :feized with 
deafnefs about three weeks before. His‘dif- 
order ‘was at firft attended with fome: febrile 
fymptoms, and inflammation about the tonfils; — 
for which, recourfe was had to blood:letting. - 


He was alfeéted alfo with fome other fymp- _ 


toms, which:foon yielded to proper remedies; 


but the deafnefs proving ‘more obftinate,: Dr 


Sims: was called.. On the:morning, however, 
before: his firft' vifit, this! patient was perfeé- 


‘Jy reftored to hearing, by a violent: fit of 


{neezing,' during which he was fenfible “of a 


oud crack referred to his ears. 


He next relates a’ cafe {till 


able, communicated to, him ‘by a young gen- 
‘tleman, who ‘had ftudied medicine-at Edin, 
burgh, and who was himfelf the fubje& of it. 
‘Having: embarked at ‘Greenock for Ireland, 


in April 1770, in ‘a fmall’veflel, in which 
there:were a great number of paffengers, he 


fuffered many inconveniences, during a very 


tedious voyage ; and, in particular, he :was 


_ often violently. heated, and afterwards much 
_expofed to cold, from being obliged to affift 


in 
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in towing the veffel with the long-boat. The 
confequence of this was, a violent rheumatic 


 pe®tion ; and, about eight or ten days after 


his-arrival in Ireland, he was feized:-with an 
inflammation in the: tonfils, which almoft 
threatened ftrangulation. Nothing could be 
Awallowed but the thinneft diluting liquors ; 
and the leaft motion of the glotis was attend- 
ed with fuch torture, that its effect was felt 
_. @teven the remoteft member of the body. 
On -the fourth day, however, it fubfided 
much ; but immediately after it abated, he 
perceived his hearing beginning to decreafe,’ 
with a.great noife in his ears. This continu- 
ed for about three weeks, ‘till ic brought him 

- te fuch a fituation. that he could not hear 
common converfation. When he was fpoke 
‘to‘in a louder voice, he loft the half of what 
was faid, from the impreflion of the firft found 
remaining fo long upon his ears, as to render 
the following ones indiftin&. In this difagree- 
able fituation he continued a whole year ; 
during which time he tried a variety of prac- 
tices, by the advice of feveral eminent phyfi- 
ians, but without receiving the leaft advan- 
rage. ‘But foon after, chance threw in his 
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way a perfon whofe daughter had fuffered 
under a like calamity, and whofe hearing 
had been luckily reftored, in a very fimple and 
unexpected manner. Her nofe happening to 
be ftopped by a-cold, which hindered the paf- 
fage of air through that organ, to rid herfelf 
of this inconvenience, fhe made a violent ef- _ 


_ fort to emit, breath, having previoufly clofed 


her mouth and nofe with her hand; but, in 


place of procuring a paffage for the’ air 


into her nofe, the air found its way into her - 
cars, occafioning a crack like a piftol. . The- 


confequence was, a reftoration of hearing. 


_ This experiment was attended with fo little 
trouble, that he made a trial in the fame man- 


ner: but, after many attempts, it proved un- 


fuccefsful, till he made fome alteration in his 
method. Inftead of filling his mouth with 
air, he kept his lips clofely preffed to his 
gums and teeth. This made the air exert 
its force upon the internal parts. . The firft 
trial in this way, fucceeded with one ear; 


and, after feveral trials, the fame foccele at- 
tended him with the other. 


‘For three days after, in place of halen fab- 
jeéted to his former deafnefs, he was obliged 
to . 
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* ‘to avoid all company; on account of the dif- 
agreeable impreflion which every found made 
upon his ears. Immediately after the Eufta- 
chian tubes were by this means opened, he 
could diftin@ly hear a whifper, from even a 
diftant part of the room, as was found by fre- 
quent trials; and: he has ever fince. nile en- 
joyed the faculty of hearing. 

:: The relation of this cure firuck our au- 

thor’s attention fo’much, that’ he direéted all 
his deaf Patients to make fimilar efforts, The 
confequence was, that he failed in many in- 
ftances, the difeafe not being fituated in the 
Euftachian tubes. But, even-‘from thefe in- 
difcriminate trials, one good refulted : He was 
enabled, in a confiderable degree, to point 
out the charaéteriftic differences between this 
and other kinds of deafnefs. Among the in- 
ftances in which he failed, two:are here relat- . 
ed, as being attended with fome fingularity, 

An unmarried lady, who had formerly been 
_ deaf for fome weeks, and had been fuddenly — 
relieved from it, was feized a fecond time with 
deafnefs, which continued increafing upon her 
for a confiderable time. After her difeafe.had 
_ been of fome. Dr Sims faw 


her, 
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MEDICAL Deca I 


her, and. recommended -the. method already 
- defcribed, but -without effe&. She had after- 
wards-recourfe to:an aurift, who direfted the 
application of a blifter behind. the: ear but, 
_ fome weeks after this, the was, as had before 
_ been the cafe, inftantly relieved, by a fuddgn 


ftrong proof, that the feat ef her complaint 


was in the Euftachian tube ; and that the cure | | 


he prefcribed had failed, from her never hav- 
ing ufed.it with fufficient force. | 
The fecond cafe he mentions, is that 
young lady, who had been deaf to a confidet- 
able degree. for upwards of two years. Dr 
Sims. recommended the method above men- — 
tioned: and, the confequence was, that the 
appeared at firft perfeétly cuted ; but-her com- 
plaint has fince repeatedly returned. She is, 
however, always confiderably relieved, by a 
of me to 
her. 
After avian: ‘an account of thefe perticules 
cafes, Dr Sims next proceeds to: make fome 
general remarks on the ‘difeafe, : drawn from — 
his obfervations. The.caufe he has moft fre 
qvently obferved:to. induce this fpecies of deaf- 
nefs, 
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the catebing of cold, it it common-— 


ly called: inthis .country.. This; he thin! 
by inflaming and {welling the foft ‘mucous 
membrane which lines that part of the:tube 
next:the The fecretion. from. thefe 


glands becoming vifcid, may likewife, he thinks, 


bleckap the-tube, and thus.occafion deafnefs ; 
as is.obferved.in many fevers, and after. their 


.. termination. It, may alfo;he-tells us, arife 


from :a polypus, from a {welling of the palate, 
from.. repeated -inflammation of the tonfils, 
from aphthz, from an erofion of the mufcles 
of the tube; and, finally, from inflammation, 
‘producing a between its fides. His 
obfervations led-him to think, that women are 
more liable to deafnefs thiani men, and to this 
fpecies in particular. But on this fubjeé 
‘he does not pretend to {peak with certainty. 


-He next remarks, that there feemstobe acon- 
Siderable concert between the two éars,perhaps 


great as between the eyes. Thus, upon one 
ear being ftopt:with a finger, the hearing of the 
ther is rendered very. dull:and confufed. Sa- 
nious:and purulent difcharges frequently ap- 
pear from both at the fame time; and one ear 
is feldom affected, without the other fuffering 

in 
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in the end. - Thefe faés, which are obvious 
with refpe& to: the external ears, he thinks 
are equally true with. 
an tubes. | 

next to point marks 
by which deafnefs is known to proceed from 
the Euftachian mbe; and he points eut the 
following, as. being the principal particulars 
aft, Its being preceded by fome of thofe 
caufes which have been already memioned. 
2dly, On making an effort to expire, and at 
fame time retaining the breath, by ftopping — 
the mouth and nofe, no preffare is felt on the 
tympani of both ears. 3dly, The found of 

the deaf ,perfon’s voice appearing different — 
from what it did before, and alfo from the 
found of any other perfon’s. 4thly, There 
feems always to be a noife heard by the per- 
fon, as if in their own ears. This fometimes | 
refembles the found of a tea-kettle before it 
boils; at others, it is a roaring like water ; 
like high wind blowing through trees, .or 
even. like thunder., 5thly, Thofe who are 
deaf from this caufe, hear better in a car- 
viage, or in any confiderable noife, than at 
other times, ‘6thly, When one tbe is ob- 
ftruéted, 
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firuded, the hearing is. much more impaired 


one ear is ftopt. 


On thefe marks, refpecting the import of __ 
which he offers particular obfervations, he is 
difpofed chiefly’ to reft the diagnofis. But 
he allows: that there are cafes where it is a 
difficule matter 'to decide : And in many cafes, 
both the Euftachian tube, and the internal 
meatus: are affected; a circumftance taking 
place alfo in difeafes of moft other parts of 
the body, where places in continuity become 
frequently affected. | 

_ After thefe obfervations om the eaufes and 
diagnols of this. fpecies of deafnefs, Dr Sims 
next proceeds to treat of the method of cure. 
Its being curable, or not, depends, he ob- 
ferves, on the caufe from which the obftruc- | 
tion of the tube arifes. Where it is owing 
to any glutinous matter ftopping the paflage, _ 
to a fimple {welling of the membrane which 
lines it, or to a tumour ia the neighbour- 
hood, it is often within the reach of medical 
art. It: is, therefore, to_thefe caufes, that 

his obfervasiods refer. 
Whea 


m proportion, ‘than when the external mea- | 
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‘When the Euftachian tube is flightly infarc- 


_ ted with mucous matter, the moft fimple way 
in which it can be freed from it, is, he tells 


us, by the aétion of fwallowing. This he 
thinks produces its effe&, by putting the an- 
terior cartilaginous and membranaceous part of 
the tube in motion. Gaping, yawing, and 
gargling, have all been known to cure it, 
and probably’ aét in a fimilar manner. And 


_ ‘it may alfo often be removed by any thing 


which forces a current of air into the tube: 
In the aéion of bawling, or fpeaking very — 
loud, the air is forced out of the thorax with — 
impetuofity ; and though part of it finds a 
vent through the mouth and nofe, yet fome 


of it will pafs into any cavity admitting of di. — 
Jatation, which is the cafe of the tympanum. 


Coughing has a fimilar, and more -powerful 
effe& ; fneezing ftill a greater: And thefe, 
accordingly, have been known to remove 
this affection. Two other efforts-by which 


_ jt may alfo be removed, are vomiting, and 
the retention of the breath for a confiderable — 


time, by which we are obliged convulfively— 
to expel. it. | 
When 


| 
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fwelling of the membrane-which 
lines the infide of the tube, caufes this deafnefs, 
it may-at the fame time give rife to the former 
caufe,- by thickening the mucus fecreted 
there, as is often feen in the inflammations 
of glandular parts. Whatever, therefore, af- 
tringes this. membrane, or the parts in conti- 
nuity with it, may, he obferves, be of fervice. 
In this way, gargles, he thinks, may have a 
good effeé&t ; and unloading the veflels of this 
membrane, is evidently a natural and effica- 
eious mode of cure: Hence the benefit of © 
 eupping, blifters, or iffues in the neighbour- 
hood, or even of general depletion by pur- 
gatives. Under this head, he alfo arranges 
the advantages of wearing a flannel cap, or 
other warm covering of the head, during the 
night. As the effect of applications is never 
confined to the parts alone which they touch, 
{yringing the external ear may alfo, he thinks, 
be of fervice. Befides inje@tions into the ear, 
mentions alfo injeétions into the tube it- 
felf, either from thé mouth or nofe. But al- 
though the latter be at leaft certainly prac- 
 ticable, and has fometimes fucceeded, as ap- 

pears from an ingenious paper of Mr Wa- 
| them’s, 
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~ them’s, in the forty-ninth volume of the Philo- 
fophical: Tranfaétions, yet he confiders it as 
being liable to feveral objeétions. The li- 
quid may fall into the trachea, and raife a 
troublefome cough; the moft fkilful operator . 
can never be certaiti that he has introduced | 
the point of the fyringe into the orifice of the 

tube; and even when this is done, unlefs it 
can be preffed on fo far as to be firmly wedg- 
ed into the narrow part of it,.the fluid will 
all return by its fide into the nofe or mouth, 


exerting little or -no force on the obftruction.. _ 


And our author farther tells us, that, from 
converfing with. Mr Wathem himfelf upon 
the fubje&, he finds that he is not nearly fo 
fanguine in his hopes of cure from i it as he 
was originally. 

Dr Sims is of opinion, ion all the other 
modes of cure mentioned, fall much fhort, in 
point of efficacy, of that of forcing air into the 
tubes by expiration. And he concludes this 
paper, by giving fuch direftions as he 
found to be ufeful in’ the profecution of it. 
He ‘recommends perfeverance in repeating 
the efforts: for, as in other inftances, the re- 
duétion of hernias, and the like, a number — 
of 
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of efforts will fometimes fucceed, any one of 
which, fingly, would be of no fervice. Confi- 


derable force is requifite ; and he direéts the — 


force to be increafed, till the air be found-to 
rufh againft the membrana tympani, and 
even to give pain. In cafes where one ear 


only is originally affe€ted, he direéts the o- 


ther to be ftopt externally with wax, or fome 
other foft adhefive fubftance, while the ef- 
forts are employed, that their violence may 
not rupture the tympanum of that ear in 


which the tube is free, or at leaft give ic 
confiderable unneceffary pain. Where the 


. deafnefs has been of long ftanding, if the firft 
efforts do not fucceed, he recommends the 


having recourfe to blifters, for emptying the 


veflels of the tube,. after which. the efforts 
are renewed at times with fuperior efficacy. 
Of the’ prattice thus recommended by Dr 
_ Sims, we muft acknowledge, that, for our 
own part, we have no experience. But to 
us it appears no lefs rational than fimple s 


And the facility with which it may be put » 


in practice, is a ftrong inducement to a fair 
trial. With a very moderate degree of cau 
Vou. Ill. Dec. IL. tion, 
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tion, it can never be attended with any in-. 
convenience. And if it prove fuccefsful in 
any inftances, it may be juftly confidered as 
an improvement of no flight importance in 
the practice of medicine. 
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Cafe of a Retention of Urine from external vio- 

dence, tured by puntturing the Bladder through 
the Rectum. By William Norris, F. M. S. 
Surgeon to the Charter-bouje and General 
Difpenfary. Vide Memoirs of the Medical 
Society of Landon, Vol. I. 8yo, London. 


Lthough the operation of punéturing the 

bladder through the rectum cannot be 
 wonfidered as new, yet it has been but rarely 
performed in this country. There is, how- 
ever, little doubt that it may often be the 
Means of faving the life of an individual, 
where other modes of abftra&ing the water 
are employed without In the firft vo- 
lume of thefe Commentaries, we publifhed a 
cafe communicated to us by Dr Manget of 
Geneva, in which it was direfted, and per- 
formed yolooktfor Succes. In the 
inftance 
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inftance before us, there can be no doubt 
that it was the means of immediately reliev- 
ing a patient from fymptoms the moft dif- 
trefsful and alarming; although, at the fame 
time, the author, with very great candour, 
gives it as his opinion, that a more fimple 
mode of operation might perhaps have been. 
employed with fuccefs. 

The cafe here related by Mr fiorris, i is. 
that of a man in the thirty-fixth year of his 
age, who, in confequence of a fall from a 
{caffold about: fix or feven feet high, receiv- 
ed a very fevere blow on ltis breech and peri- 
nzum, from the ridge of a houfe below him. 
The confequence of this blow, was an imme- 
diate inclination to make water; but, not- 
withftanding his utmoft endeavours, he could 
not pafs a fingle drop; and, in a very fhort 
time, the perineum and fcrotum became © 
fwelled, black, and painful. Recourfe was 
foon had to blood-letting, to fome purging me- | 
dicines, and to fomentation of the parts; but 
- without any good effe&. The day after the 
accident, appearances were nearly the fame: 
and an attempt was made to introduce a ca- 
theter i into the bladder, with a view of ab- | 
ftracting: 
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ftrafting the water; but it could not be ac- 
complifhed. . Mr Slater, the fargeon who firft 
attended him, jultly - ‘alarmed at the fitua- 
tion of his patient, requefted that Mr Norris 
would vifit him, which he accordingly did on 
the morning of the fecond day after the ac- 
cident. At that time, the fcrotum was dif- 
tended to the fize of a child’s head ; the cel- 
lular membrane of the penis was loaded in a 
remarkable degree; and both, together with 
the perineum, were as black as ink. The 
abdomen was tenfe, and extremely tender to 
the touch ; and the blacknefs extended up, on ~ 
each fide, though in a flighter degree, as far 
as the ribs. The preputium was fo much 
diftended with extravafated blood, that it 
was not withour great difficulty, and long 
endeavours, Mr Norris could even get a fight 
of the orifice of the urethra, | 
In attempting to pals the catheter, the in- 
‘ftrument met with no obftruétion till it came 
to the anterior part of the proftate gland; 
but there it feemed to get into a kind of 
pouch, and out of the dire¢tion of the urethra. 
Trials with bougies of different fizes were not 
“more fuccefsful: All of them ftopped at the 
fame 
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fame part of his urethra, oppofité to that of 
his perineum, on which hehiad fallen. In thie 
fituation, the parts were ordered to be fo- 
mented, a purgative to be taken by the mouth, 


anid fixty drops of thebaic tinfture, it a Hitelé 


warm water, to be injected into the reétum. 
Next day, attempts were made by other fur- 
geons, whofe affiftance was requefted, to if- 
troduce the catheter, but with no bétter éf- 
fet, It was then the opinion of all the far- 
geons, that the beft plan which could be fol- 


Jowed; was, to punéture the bladder throngh : 


the rectum. For this purpofe, the patient 
was placed on a table, in the fituation of one 
who was to be cut for the ftone; and the 
bladder was pundured from the rectum, as 
high up as Mr Norris could reach with his 
firft and fécond fingers, by a curved trochiar : 

About three pints of urine eame away, afd 
the man was inftantly relieved. After this, 


a deep incifion was made into each fide of the 


fcrotum, from which, a large quantity of ex- 
travafated blood was difcharged, together 
with fome air. Emphyfema, and a {mall gan- 
grene, had taken place on one fide. The 
parts were then rolled up ina a piece of doubled 

linen, 
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fiaen, and orders were given that the man 
fiould live very low. The next day he was 
tolerably eafy: the tenfion of the abdomen 
had in a great meafare gone off, but it was 
fii very tender on being prefled: and Mr 
Norris was of opinion, although the patient 
himfelf afterwards thought otherwife, that 
urine came through the wounds in the fcro- 
tum, as well as through the puncture. _ 

~ On the third day after the operation, he 
began to pafs fome of his urine in the natu- 
ral way ; and each fucceeding day, he was 
able to retain 2 greater quantity, and more 


paffed through the orethra. At the end of a 
week, a large flough was thrown off from the 


fcrotum, and the woutrds began to heal: and, 
at the end of three weeks from the operation, 
he was quite well, following his bufinefs. 
Norris thinks, that the inability’to dif. 
charge urine, in this cafe, may have proceed- 
ed, in part, from the extravafated blood me- 
chanically preffing againft the fides of the u- 
rethra; but he thinks that it was {till more 
owing to a breach made in the urethra, 


through-which the urine paffed into the cellu-. 


lar membrane of the fcrotum, and neighbour- 
ing 
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ing parts. This he fuppofes, becaufe the tu- — 
mour in the perineum and fcrotum became 
very confiderable immediately . after the acci- 
dent, and the patient made ftrong endeavours 
to difcharge urine; becaunfe,. in the different. 
attempts to introduce the catheter and bougie, 
little force had been employed ; becaufe, both 
on the day of the operation, and afterwards, 
urine was obferved to come from the wounds 
in the fcrotum ; becaufe the bladder contain- 
ed only about three pints of urine, though the 
patient had made no water from Thurfday till 
Sunday, though, in the mean. time, he had 
drank freely of barley-water ; and becaufe, 
during that period, the patient had feveral 
times a ftrong idea of the urine pafling when 
he ftrained to make water, and could only be 
convinced of the contrary by examining the 
end of his penis, 

From thefe circumftances, Mr Norris is 
perfuaded, that he had, at different. times, 
voided his urine into the cellular membrane; _ 
and from this he infers, that the incifions in- 
to the fcrotum alone might have been fufi- 
cient. 
| | After the perforation of the bladder, the 


canula 
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canula was left in thé wound, :covered by a 
comprefs, and fecured by a proper bandage: 
but the: patient having occafion to go,to ftool 
in the courfe of the night,: it was forced out 
by his efforts, and by.the paflage of the foe- 
ces. Mr Norris thought it unneceffary to at- 
tempt replacing it in the morning; for he 
concluded, that fo long as the urethra conti- 
nued obftructed, the contraction of the blad- 
der would force the urine through the open- 
ing, fo as effectually to prevent its clofing ; 
and he even thinks, that the canula might al- 
ways be removed with advantage, immediatee 
ly after the operation. — 

When the operation of punéturing the 
bladder through the reétum becomes necef- 
fary, Mr Norris obferves, that the operator 
will find very confiderable advantage from intro- 
_ ducing two fingers into the re&tum, in place of 
one, as has commonly been recommended ; 
for the canula may be very conveniently paff- 
ed between them, and kept in a proper direc- 
tion, without giving any pain, while, with the 
other hand, the ftilet may be introduced; 
which he thinks fhould never be done, till the 
' upper end of the canula has been placed ex- 


actly 
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actly againft the fpot where the opening i¢-ina 
tended to be nade. For the hint of introda>. 

two fingets in place of one, Mr Norris 
acknowledgés that he is indebted to: Mfr Wat- 
fon of the Weftminfter Hofpital, one of the 
gentlemen who aflifted at the confultations ré- 
fpe&m g this_cafe. 
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Some Remarks on the Effet 
By}.C. Lertfom, M.D. &e. Vide 


Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, 
Vol. London. 


R LETTSOM introduces this paper by 


giving fomme account of tlie difcovery 
_ of the medical properties of the Quaffia, and 
of the origin of its name. A flave of the. 
of in the province of Surinam, — 
was tlie firft, he tells us, who applied the 
roots of this tree to medical purpofes ; and 
froti him it has derived the appellation by 
Which it has been fince diftinguifhed. By the 
faccefs ful exhibition of this vegetable in fe- 
‘vers, he foon, we are told, acquired fuch re- 
putation, as to draw the attention of thofe 
around him, and, among others, that of Mr 
: Dahlberg, counfellor of the province. By 
“his endeavours the tree. was afcértained, and 
{pecimens 
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‘fpecimens of it fent to Sir Charles Linnzus, 


by whom an account of it was introduced into 
his public leftures on the Materia Medica. 
At firft it was fuppofed that this tree was al- 
moft peculiar to Surinam: but farther en- 
quiries have now fhown, that it is alfo indige- 
nous in feveral of the Weft India iflands, par- 
ticularly the Caribbean. There it was for 
fome time employed in making fugar hogfheads, 
till it was found that it imparted a bitter tafte 
to the fugar applied to it, often to 9 the depth 
of an inch. 

To this fhort account af} its name, and in. 
troduétion for medical purpofes, Dr Lettfom 
has fubjoined a particular defcription of it, 
copied from the Ameenitates Academice of 
Linnzus, in whofe fyftem it has the name of 
Quaffia Amara. Of the Linnean defcription 
he has fubjoined a tranflation, for the benefit 
of the Englith reader, and of thofe unac- 
quainted with the language of botany. Still 


7 farther to aid in diftinguifhing this plant, the 


defcription is accompanied with a very accu- 
rate and elegant engraving. What is known 
by the name of Quaflia wood, is the defcend- 


ing | trunk, or root, of the tree mentioned ; 


which, 
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which; however, is not eafily diftinguifhed 


from moft other woods, by any particular 
mark. «It is commonly about the thicknefs of 


a man’s arm, and of a whitifh colour; but 
when i it is expofed for fome time to the air, 
it affumes a yellowifh hue. The medulla, or 


_ pith, adheres to the alburnum ; nor can it by © 


any means be feparated from it. The bark is 
thin, of a gray colour; the furface uneven, 
‘rough, and fometimes chapped or cracked. 
Hence, from its external appearance alfo, it 
is with difficulty diftinguihed from other 
woods. 

Hitherto the Quafia has not been much 
employed for medical purpofes in Europe. It 
has, however, been ufed in fevers of the pu- 
trid kind, in afthma from mifplaced gout, and 
in cholic: but from its fenfible qualities, par- 
ticularly from its bitter tafte, it has been con- 
fidered, in general, as 2 tonic and ftomachic 
medicine. 

Dr Lettfom informs us, that within the 
fpace of a few years, he had tried the Quaf- 
fia in feveral hundred inftances ; and with the 

refult of the obfervations which he has made, 
We 
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we are prefented, in the paper now hbe- 
fore us. 
He tells us, that in cafes of weakened tone — 
of the ftomach, and of a relaxed nervous ha- 
bit, Quaffia proves highly beneficial, In des 
bility fucceeding febrile difeafes, he confiders 


_ the Peruvian‘bark, as in general more tonic 


and falutary- than any other vegetable hither- 
to known. But in hyfterical atony, to which 
the female fex is fo prone, the Quaffia, he 
thinks, affords more vigour and relief to the 
fyftem than any other, efpecially when united 
with the vitriolum album, and ftill more when 
aided by fome abforbents, He recommends 
the following-formula, as being one which he 
has, in general, found to agree with fuch con- 
flirutions. 
Lign, Quaflie Raf. 
Aque Fontan ebullient. uncias fex. 
Stet in digeftione per horulam et cola. 
8, Hujus colature fecunciam. 
Vitriol. Alb. a gris. ad gr. duo vel. qua- 
tuor. 
“‘Tin@ur. Cardamom. drachmam ynam. 
. Teft. Oftceor. pp. fcrupulum unpm, 
Fiat hauftus ter de die fumendus. | 
It 
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It would, Dr Lettfom obferves, be tedious 
to enumerate the number of inftances of ner- 
vous debility and hyfteria, which he has feen 
relieved by this medicine, Bat he is induced, 
from the fingularity of its circumftances, to 
give a fhort detail of one cafe, of what he 
calls Epileptico-hyfteria. The fabje& of it 
was a lady, in the 2oth year of her age, wha 
had been the mother of four children, With- 
ent any obvions caufe, fhe became liable to 


_ languor, and great nervous debility. In pro- 


cefs of time fhe became more ferioufly affeé- 
ed, being attacked with paroxyfms, in which 
the fenfes were even fufpended for a few me- 
ments. Without any caufe of uneafinefs, fhe 
would often fink away in her chair, or fall 
down, with ftruggling, and other flight fymptoms 
of epilepfy. When Dr Lettfom was confult- 
ed, thefe attacks were feldom abfent a whole 
day, and fometimes affected her two or three 
times in the day. | 
This lady had been under the care of an 
eminent phyfician, who prefcribed Peruvian 
bark, camphor, mutk, caftor, and chalybe- 
ates, without.effect. Dr Lettfom directed fome 
laxative pills, to open her belly, and had re- 
courfe 
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courfe to the Quaffia draught, mentioned a. 
bove. He did not expect any immediate 
from i it, but imagined that it would ex- 
cite the tone of the ftomach, and, by thus gra- 
dually ftrengthening the habit, remove that 
peculiar fpecies of nervous atony to which fhe , 
was fubjected. But, beyond his expectation, 
after the firft ufe of the medicine, fhe had no 
return of fit. 

Befides employing the Quaffia in cafes of 
hyfteria, Dr Lettfom recommends it alfo very 
ftrongly in thofe ftomachic ailments, or dyfpe- 
se . ptic affeétions, as they are now commonly call- 
ed, which are the confequences of hard drink- 

ing. The miferies. entailed by this unguard- 

ed indulgence, differ fo much, Dr Lettfom 
tells us, in their progrefs and violence, and 
even the fymptoms vary fo much, as to ad- 
mit, he thinks, of obvious diftin@ions: and 
he accordingly defcribes, at confiderable 
length, three different modifications of this 

_ affeétion. We readily admit, that all the 
{ymptoms he has enumerated, do take place 
in dyfpepfia. But, in our opinion, there is 
no juft foundation for thofe diftin&ions which 
he has here attempted to eftablith; as the 

| fymptoms 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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fymptoms mentioned under any of the modifi- 


cations he has defcribed, feldom. occur, with- 


out being alfo attended, during fome part of 


the progrefs of the difeafe, even with the lead- 


_ ing fymptoms mentioned under the others. 


And although we readily admit all the evils. 


he has mentioned to. refult, from the. abufe of 
fpirits; yet we-cannot. fee. any good reafon 
for entirely interdiding thefe, any more than 
wine and malt-liquor, from the abufe of which 
alfo, there cannot be a doubt, that ftoma 


complaints, even. of the wort kind, will alfo 


 arife. Our author, however, ftrenuoutly ar- 
gues for a total prohibition of the ufe of fpi- 
_ fits, though taken either in the moft mode- 
rate quantities, or in the moft diluted ftate. 
It is, he fays, from the moft decided convic- 


tion of injury, that he would guard every 


perfon from beginning with even a little drep 
of the fafcinating poifon, which, once admit- 


ted, is feldom, if ever, afterwards overcome. 


He is equally an enemy to brandy, to rum, 
and to gin. They are all, fays he, poifons, 
and are nearly alike deliterionus. Hence he 
admits the moderate ufe of wine or beer, but 
not one drop of fpirit. a 
‘Vor. Hl. Dec. Il. But, 
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‘But, whether the which: Dr 


Lettfom has made, with refpe& to the caufes 


of dyfpepfia and its different ttodifications, be 
well forinded or nor, what he has faid upor 
this fubject but little affeéts the importance of 
his obfervations refpeéting the ufe of Quaffia, 
as 2 remedy for reftoring the’ tone ‘of the fto- 


mach, and improvinig its digeftive powers. He — 


recommends: it as beiag a medicine, which, iv 
thefe affeétions, he has found of great ufe. 


He dire&ts, in thefe eomplaints, an ounce and 
a half of the infafion formerly mentioned, to 


be taken in conjunétion with three drams of 
the beaume de vie; and, where the latter ar- 
ticle is not to be had, he propofes the follow- 
ing fubftirute, which is, he obferves, fo fimilar 


to it, both in its tafte, colour, and operation, 
that the difference between the’ two is not — 


eafily difcernible : 
Extra&. Glycyrrh. femunciath. 
- Salis Tartari -drachmas duas. 
Aloes Soccotr.. 
Gummi Myrrhe, 
Croci Anglicani, utriufque drachmam, 


Coque ex Aque. Fontanz Ib. i. ad uncias 
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duodecem, et colature’ adde 
 STid@. ‘Stomach. uncias quateor. M. 
‘Befides inftances of dyfpepfia, ftrialy fo 


called, thefe' remedies are alfo recommended 
in the affeétions of the ftomach which occur. 


in hypdcliondriafis, éhlorofis, leucorrhoea, and 


amenorrlicea. But. in: thefe affeftions, efpe- 


_ cially when the fluid difcharged by vomiting 
is of an-acidtafte, he advifes that it thould 
be combined with fome abforbent and laxa- 


tive medicine. ‘When the fluid thrown up is 


of a fweet tafte, hie recommends the addition 


of tar-water ; and, in inftances of leacorrhcea, 


a few grains of the flores martiales may, he 
tells us, be added to the Quaffa, with adyan- 
tage. 


In all ftomach Dr Lettfom ob- 


that peculiar attention fhould ever be 
had to the quantity of the food taken at once; 
and while care is beftowed, that the ftomach 


be not.overloaded with the quantity of food, it: 
 fhould never be vitiated with variety ; for, 


unlefs attention be paid to this, remedies will 
be employed in'vain, 


cafes: of habitual diarrhoea, and -parti- 
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cularly with thofe who are frequently, for a 
few days, coftive, and then, perhaps, for as 
many, violently purged, he recommends the — 

Quaflia as a moft efficacious remedy, when, 
combined with fome abforbent, either withor | 
without opium.’ When the diarrhea arifes 


from bdilious acrimony, he. premifes to the. _ 


Quaffia an “emetic of ipecacuan, and gives, at 
proper intervals, rhubarb as a laxative. 
While, however, Dr Lettfom: thus extols 


the Quaffia in thefe ‘complaints, he differs 


much from Linnzus, Buchoz, and others, . 
who have reprefented it as poffefling febrifuge 
qualities, even fuperior to the Peryvian bark. | 
He indeed allows, that, in fome particular 
feafons, and efpecially about Midfummer. 
1785, he met with feveral inflances of low, 
remittent, and nervous fevers, in which the 
Peruvian bark uniformly aggravated the fym-. 
ptoms, though given in intermiffions the moft 
favourable to its fuccefs ; andto which, Quaflia 
and fnake-root were afterwards advantage- 
-oufly fubftituted. “But he contends, that in 
putrid fevers, and in low nervous fevers, at- 
tended with fymptoms of putrefcency, the. 

Peruvian 
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-Peruvian bark has a decided fuperiority. But, 
norwithftanding this, if the Quaffia be found — 
to fupport the character which Dr Lettfom 
has given of it, the advantages derived from 
it in the practice of medicine, will be er 
few nor inconfiderable. 
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An Account of two Perfons having. a :Brouche- 
cele, wherein the ufe of Burnt Sponge appear- 
ed to have a very confiderable Effet. By 
Timothy Lane, F. R..S. 


HE firft cafe here related, is that of a _ 
young lady in the feventeenth year of — 
her age. She applied to Mr Lane, in Janu- 
ary 1764, for a Bronchocele, which fhe had 
perceived growing for about twelve months: 
Mr Lane had, at firft, zecourfe to a powder, 
confifting of millepees, and the mercurius 
alcalizatus, and to a folution of foluble tartar. 


- Thefe medicines were continued for about 


three weeks, without any apparent benefit. 


_ Mr Lane was then informed, that, in fimilar 


cafes, a lozenge of burnt fponge, placed 
under the tongue at night, when going to 
bed, and remaining there till it gradually dif- 
folved, had been of ufe. To this remedy | 
‘he refolved to have recourfe. To a-dram 

of 
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of burnt fponge, he added : as nach fyrup as 
was n neceflary._ tq. give it the proper coniift- 


ence, and divided this quantity into fix lozen- 


ges... Thefe bad not been continued for a 
month, Defore, the tumour gradually difap- 
peared 5. and, at the diftance, ef twelve years 


afterwards, when. Mr Lane -had an opportu- 


nity of ema he found thar: there never 


mer complaint... 


To thefe, alfo, -he dire&ed the lozenges, 


but without effe&: Nor were they more be- 


nefited by. any, other remedies. which he em- 
ployed. But, he. afterwards. recommended 
them,to a young lady in the fifteenth year of 
her age, having a brgnchocele, where the 
tumour was oa the right fide of the neck 
;Te hes, allo, the lozenges of burns 
{ponge, were; direéted. When the firft, began 
the. ufe of. them,.fhe found. them trouble- 
fome, as It, Was, unufual for her to keep any 
thing in her mouth in that way. But in a 
fhort time fhe felt no inconvenience from 
hem, and went even to fleep before they 
F 4 were 


3000, after this, two other labous- | 


~ 
; 
> 


— 


were ined After fhe had ufed ‘thé lo- 
Zenges for’ about three weeks, ‘fhe com- 
plained of headach, As Mr ‘Lane fappofed 
this to arife from coffivencfs, ‘he direéted 
fome infufioa ‘of fenna, w relieved her. 
In the fpace’ ‘of a month, the tumour began 
to decreafe ; ‘and; by the time fhe had con- 


_ tinued the lozenges for four “months, it’ was 


entirely gone, although it had’ been of two 
years ftanding before the begat the ufe of 
them. Since their ufe, fhe no retarn 
of her complaint. 

Tn the former’ cafe, Rice’ differen re reme- 
dies were employed; ‘Mr Lane obferves, 
that it may ‘perhaps be a~ matter of ‘fome 
doubt, whether the cure was to be attribut- 
ed ‘to: the fponge. Bart in this cafe, as no 
other taken, he ‘thinks there 
can be little ‘doubr of its efficacy. From 
the facts which are here collected, it appears, 
that the fponge, employed in’ this ‘manner, is 


not always~ “faceefsfal. ? But in! difeafe°fo 


abftinate, it is of no fmill'i importance to be 
ficquaihted with a remedy’ which will fome- 
times 


- 
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in a former volume of thefe Commenta- 


ries, the employment of burnt fponges, in 2. 
different manner, for the cure of broncho-— 


cele, is recommended as ufed by Dr Bate of 
‘Coventry ; and our readers will find a full 
account of his mode of giving it, in Mr Wil- 


mer’s Cafe? in Surgery. It is probable, that. 


as little ofthe efficacy of this article depends 
on its being ufed’at'night only, and taken in 
avery: gradual manner,-.as is’ direéted in Mr 
Lane’s mode of exhibiting it, as on its being 
employed in the wane of the moon, the 
tishé prefcribed for ufing itin that of Dr Bate. 
farther ‘experience’ fhall demonftrate, 
that! @ ‘good effec does refult from ‘its em- 
ployment, it will probably alfo afcertain the 
belt mode of exhibiting it. And the faéts 
here télated, fhould at leaft induce ‘praéi- 
tioners to fature trials, by’ which its’ efficacy 
will Geer’ be or ‘the 
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in certain cafes. of Infamity. By ¥o- 
S.. &e. of Bath, 
Wide, Mempirs. of the Medical Segsety. 
TN the ‘paper now 
gill gives;an, accurate account of; pat- 
‘which the extract of. the hyo- 
fciamus was-ufed with unexpeGed ; and: 
mon fuegefs,.in removing a maniacal affection, 
in the fifty-third year of his:age, 64 
corpulent habir, and fwarthy complexion, def- 
tined fedentary occtipation,! having met 
with misfortunes, devoted himfelf to grief and 
folitude. His mind being filled with diftrefs- _ 
ful‘and gloomy apprehenfions concerning a 
future ftate, he fancied that he was haunt- 
ed by ghofts and fpeétres, and confidered 
himfelf as an obje& of Divine vengeance. 
He 
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He became;penfive, timorous, and fufpicious ; 
fometimes fullen and -mierofe, threatening ;vio- 
leace to, bimfelf and at- length, | 
the difeafe having terminated in a fettled and 
confirmed beerme 

rally ‘but not’ conftantly. During 
his intervals, he swpuld fontetimes 
verfe sasionally;: complaining of fevete cramp 
about -the,segion of the. flomach, attended 
with obftinase . watching, : inqnietude,! flaru- 
kehcy, and conftipation. None ‘of: his ancef- 
tors: hed been khown. — in- 
aft 
Afrer eying particularly 

emetics, cathartics. of :falutile tar- 
tar, vessefedtion, atid diaphoretics, with cam- 
Somewhas febierdd his ‘maniacal af- 
cemeawmed: unabated: ‘This indoced 
De #dthergill of srying fome pow- . 
exful medicine of the’ adrcotic clafs3.and, 
with this: intention, the 


. 
+ 


. 
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This he wilder he fort: of ex- 


"prepared -im thie’ following manner. 
being’ in full ‘vigour; a quantity 
of the expreffed juice was’ éxpofed, in a flat 


earthen veffel,; to" the: folar rays: ‘The ‘fun 


being very powerful, foon evaporated : the 


aqueous part, 'and reduced the! remainder 


to the confiftence: ofan to 


the form of pills.’ He ‘ordered -aspill;com- 
pofed: of five grains of this be 


miniftered ‘every morning ‘and “evening, It 
agreed. welt with ‘the patient, “but. produced 
no fenfible effet, excopting: that “ofa fight 
diuretic. |. The week: following, the extrac 
was directed to bé increafed to the quantity 
ef fifteen grains ia ‘the day.” “Bat Dr Fo- 
thergill found: it neceflary to interpofe occa- 
fionally a dofe of aloetic pills, to prevent cof- 
tivenefs. This coftivenefs, however,) we are 
inclined to.think, muft have . been” more the 
effe& of his difeafe, than of the remedy. . For 


while opium is univerfally allowed to’ have‘a a 
tendency to bind the belly, as:far as we can 


jedge from: our “obfervation, 
has a tendency to 


The 
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The extrac continned:to operate:as a diu- 
Petes. and, during its ufe, confiderable chan- 
| ges took place in the ftate of his: affedion. 
nights: became more compofed; and he 
no longer ftarted on hearing the door open- 
ed, or attempted to conceal himfelf when a 
ftranger approached. His medicine was gra- 
dually increafed, till he: reached thirty grains 
in the day. It then began to occafion flight 
giddinefs, and a properifity to fleep ;. but the 
fymptoms of melancholy abated.. He refted 
better, and began to converfe with compo- 
fure. The extrac was ftill farther increaf- 
ed. But when he arrived at forty grains, the 
giddinefs and foporific difpofition were fo much 
augmented; as’ denoted an over-dofe. This 
rendered it neceflary to. defcend to thirty 
grains, which quantity he bore without 
convenience, and all the fymptoms became | 
more favourable. His timidity, and appre- 4 
henfions of evil fpirits, entirely forfook him ; | 
and he began to a more chearful and 
ferene afpeé. 
After he had taken the alah for about 
fix weeks, he appeared.to be perfeélly, reftor- 
ed. Jt was, however, continued for a fort- 
| 
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night longer, whem he returned to his befi- 
nefs.|. Dr Fothergill had,'a confides 
afterwards, the fatisfaftion to hear that be 
continued to enjoy health, without 
any fymptom of relapfe. 
this fuccefs,; Dr Fothersill 
conceived a favourable idea of the powers of 
the hyofciamus. He’ foon after gave it in a 
cafe. of puerperal mania, and with fimilar ad- 
vantages. With that patient, the maniacal 
fymptoms were wont to come on, in a fhort 
time after delivery. But in a few weeks 
they yielded to this remedy, and that repeat- 
edly, after two fucceeding deliveries. | 
Thefe cafes may juftly be confidered as af- 
fording no inconfiderable additional confirma- 
tion of the utility of this article in inftances 
of..infania. And there can be little doubt,. 
that this article may, with great advantage, 
be. much more extenfively employed for me- 
_ dical purpofes, than is at prefent the cafe a- 
mong the praétitioners in Britain. It may 
not only be confidered as an ufeful fubftitute 
for opium; but, in many cafes, it produces 
the fame falutary effects, with much lefs in- 
convenience to the patient. Dr Fothergill, 
| however, 
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however, candidly acknowledges, that in 
certain maniacal affeétions, though given in 


full dofes, it has entirely failed. But indeed — 


. he obferves, that he has never been fortu- 
‘nate enough to fee a real hereditary mania, 
a circumftance too often induftrioufly conceal- 
ed: even’ from the phyfician, perfealy cured, 
either by this or any other medicine. 

With? refpe& to the extra& of byofci- 
amus, he advifes, that for its fuccefsfal em~ 
ployment, either in this or in: other difeafes, 
it fhould be prepared frefh every feafon, and 
carefully -preferved in.'a clofe veffel: for o- 
-_therwife, it foon, he thinks, lofes. its effica- 
ey. That this extrac fuffers from keeping, 
we are far from denying. ‘But from repeat- 
ed experince, we can affert, that, when duly 
prepared, and kept with any tolerable de- 
gree of attention, its active powers are litle — 
_ impaired, at the end of even feveral years 
from time of its 
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Remarkable Cantharides i in 
Affections.” By J. Vaughan, M..D. and 

Phyfician to the Leicefter Infirmary. Vide 
Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, 
Vol. I. 8vo0, London. 


R VAveHAN very juftly obferves, that, 

‘ while paralytic affe€tions are véry 
common, they are frequently not to be o- 
vercome by the utmoft efforts of art. 
Hence, any remedy, which promifes to be 
ufeful in fo dreadful a malady, will be receiv- 
ed both with candour and thankfulnefs by 


the medical world. The remedy which Dr 


Vaughan here recommends, is cantharides, 
taken in fubftance. Many cafes of this dif- 
eafe have, he tells us, occurred to him, in — 
which he has employed this remedy internal- 
ly, both with fafety and advantage. And to 
recommend 1 it to the attention of others, he 

here 
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here prefents us with one of the moft impor- 
tant -of many cafes which have come uader 
A. infty: heskby young ates, Inthe 
twenty-firft year of his age, being violently 
heated, threw himfelf on the ground, and 
fell faft afleep. At the end of fome hours, 
he was found utterly incapable of voluntary 
motion, ‘fenfelefs, with great coldnefs of the 
limbs, and of the furface of the body. He 
_ was deprived of the power of fpeech, and 
his water flowed involuntarily. In this ftate, 
his friends applied to an apothecary for afe 
fiftance, who bled him, gave him a purge, 
and applied a biifter to his back. After the 
operation of, thefé ‘medicines, Dr Vaughan 
foand ‘hia witha very coiifiderable degreé 
of. ftupor, frequent, unequal. 
and a very {mall and feeble pulfe. 
‘308 the 28th of March, as he had not had 
Gyfter,with 4 proportion of facted tin@ure, 
and tincture of jallap, was immediately admi- 
niftered.. The whdle head was covered with 
a biiftér, a3 was the facrent? Aad a vo- 
latilé Fineament,. wit mote than the 
‘Vou. Dec. quantity 


A 
. 
~ 
# 
: 


quantity of cauftic volatile alkali, was applied 
to the pubis, to'.the fpine, :andto:the lower 
extremities. A bolus, confifting of .a fcruple 
of volatile falt,and as much of: thé:cardiac 
eleftuary, with a grain of» cantharides. in 
powder, was orilered to be taken once every 
fix hours, and to be wafhed down. witha 
ftrong  mfiifion: of valerian, horfe-radifh , 
muftard feed, and canella alba. Thisplan 
‘was continued for three fucceflive days, with- 
out producing any vifible effed. | 

On ‘the: 31ft. of March, the volatile. falt, 
and: cordial eleftuary,: were each: increaf- 
ed tothe quantity of half a dram, and the 
grain of cantharides was added as before, 
But, inftead of being given only once. in-fix 
hours, it was ordered to ,be repeated evesy 
three hours, with the infufion as before. di- 
rected. 
On the 4th of April,.a as 126 change 
had taken place in his difeafe, ten: grains — 
‘more of the volatile falt, and a fecond grain 
of cantharides were added to each bolus; 
_and this dofe was direfted to be . repeated.e- 
three or four hours, until fome manifpt 


| 
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was produced. . This plan was 
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till che. 6th. of, April... Bur; ‘on the evening 
of that day,: be: became} very reftlels. . He 
was able to tofs himfelf about ; and; alchough 
he..could not articulate any -words, yet he- 
‘made a great noif¢, expreflive of much pain, 
frequently applying his-hand:to the region of 
the pubis, ,as if that were the part more par- 
tucalarly aggrieved. The blifter was now; re- 
moved from his head, and the part wathed 
cledn.: A poultice of bread and milk; with 
fome oil, was applied to the bliftered pare of 
the facrum, and his medicines were omitted. 
In place of thefe, he was direéted to drink 
freely of barley-water, with gum-arabic. In 
three day after this, all thefe painful fymp.. 
‘toms, were entirely removed: He was 
quite fenfible: He could retain 
water: “And ithe -day following, he »could 
ftand, -when fuppotted by two people.’ But 
“his counténance: betrayed ftrong marks of © a 
‘the:injary ithe ‘brain’ had fuftained,. be~ 
{poké-4 = 
On-the of April, he: was direfted to 
take oned.evety:-eight hours, a bolus: with 2 
feruple of guaiacuim, as much volatile falt, and 
‘end cae: ‘grain of .cantharides, drinking: with 
Ae G 2 it 


> 
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it an {nfufion of valeriani A feton'was- made 
im his neck, and ftimulating: plefters were 
applied to the foles of his feet. -He‘conti 
nued in this courfe till the rift‘ of “April, 
mending every day. He felt ‘no inconvesi 
ence from the cantharides taken to this ‘quan 
tity; he flept well; ate. his food with 
tito; and his. bowels did. their office with 
regularity. His intelle€&tual facukies, how- 
ever, were much impaired. He had-‘fere 


gotten how to walk, and he: had ever his a 


letters to learn again. Wothing which had: 
paffed from the time of his: firft feizure, hag 
left the {malleft impreflion on his mind. 


But, m proportion. as .he gained flrength, 


his mental faculties were reftored. . He could 
foon walk with the aid. of a ftick : but his 
limbs were feeble ; and he ftill continued to 
drag them after him: and he had for fome 
time little ufe of his left hand and arm. It 


was however obfervable, that he gained 
- fomething every day. By the 4th of May, 


he was able to walk tolerably well; but 
the weaknefs of the left hand and arm ftilb 
continued, though not to fo.great 
He was now ordered an aromatic cleCudsy 

| with 
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with ftecl, and a warm-decoétion of Peru- 
vian bark, to which was joined the daily 
ufé’ of the cold bath. During the ufe of 
thefe remedies, his progrefs to recovery con+ 
tinued; and, by the «2th of May, nothing 
temained of his difeafe, excepting a trifling 
weaknefs-in his left hand. He foon after 
recovered the entire ufe of this organ alfo, 
and’ had’ ho. longer ‘eccafion for any ‘medical 
affiftance. 

| 
‘adopt Dr Vaughan’s opinion, in 
confidering this café asa decided example of 
the benefit to be reaped from the canthari- 
des in palfy ; yet it at leaft ferves to thew, 
that in certain fitwations; and with fome ha- 
bits, this article may be taken to a very con- 
—fiderable-extent with impunity: And, when 
taken in conjun@ion with the experience Dr 

Vaughan has had of the benefit of cantharides 
~ in other cafes of paralyfis, it fhould at leaft 
lead to further trials of their employment ia 
that affection, when it obftinately refifts other 
modes of cure. Of the prattice here recom- 
mended, we have ourfelves no experience. 
have indeed feen cantharides, even in 
3 fubftance, 
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fubftance, taken internally,: both in diabetic 
cafes, and likewife with the view of itcreaf- 
ing the quantity of urine in dropfical affecs 
tions. . But in fome of thefe inftances, where 
jt was taken to a much lefs quantity than in 


this cafe; and where it had no influence ei- 


ther as augmenting or diminifhing ‘the dif- 


si charge of urine, it induced, probably from 


its action on the neck of. the bladder, fuch 
violent ftrangurious affeétions, as. to give 
very great diftrefs to the patient :, And,- as 
fimilar effeéts may ‘take place in paraly 
tic cafes, without being: in any degree ads 
vatitageous to the patient, it thould always 
be employed with great caution. ‘When in- 
convenience arifes from its ftimulating too 
much; Dr Vanghan dire&s the immediate 
fufpenfion’ of its ufe: And he tells us, that 
by this means, and allowing at the fame 
time the free ufe df milk and water as a 


diluent, any tronblefome fymptoms It occas 


fions are foon removed. | 
Dr Vaughan obferves, in a note, that the | 
dofe of volatile falt which he gave in this cafe, 
two {cruples, viz. every three hours, may feem 
to he rather large: But he mentions afother 


cafe, 


all 
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cafe, in which he employed it to the extent of 
half an ounce, diflolved in half a pint of 
water-gruel, taken fafting. This dofe was, 
he tells us, continued for three weeks, with- 
out producing any effeét, either good or bad. 
The patient only obferved, that it heated the 
fauces, aud warmed the ftomach, for a thore 
time after it was taken. To determine whe- 
ther it had produced any change in the come 
mon mafs of fluids, he ordered fome blood to. 
be drawn from the arm. The blood was of 
~ amore florid colour than ufual ; but its tex- 
ture was not in the leaft broken. On the 
contrary, after it had been allowed to ftand 
for many hours, he thought that it yielded 
lefs ferum than common, and that the craffa- 
mentum was rather firmer than ordinary. 

This faé may be: confidered as a ftrong evi- 
dence, that it has not all thofe effe&s upon 
the circulating mafs, which ome are difpofed 
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VI. 


Obfervations the Difeafer the Arey. in 


Famaica, and on the beft Means of preforte 
ing the Health of Europeans in Hot Climates. 


By John Hunter, M. D.F. 


five, Linden: 


‘HE now. ia she refalt 

of obfervations made by the ingenions 

and author, ‘while he bad the.care 
of the military hofpitals in Jamaica; and it 


contains many important remarks, both with 
refpeét to the prevention. and cure of 


difeafes: which are moft warm cli» 
mates; 
After fome res 


{petting the fituation, climate and produce of 
the ifland of Jamaica, Dr Hunter treats of —_— 
the caufes of ficknefg and mortality among 


Europeans and foldiers in that ifland. The 


: diforders, he obferves, that prove chiefly fatal _ 


to 
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tg them, are of two kinds, fevers and fluxes, 
‘And between thefe difeafes there feems to be. 
intimate connexion ; for they are frequent- 
ly combined, often interchange with each o- 
ther; and it rarely happens that the one is 
epidemic without the other.. Hence, he thinks 
they probably depend upon the fame caufe, 
differently. modified; and he concurs in opi- 
pion with moft-other accurate obfervers,. i in 
thiaking that they: arife from noxious exhala- 
tions from wet, low, and -marthy grounds. 
-Chree ciscumftances, in his opinion, conjoin 
in producing thefe exhalations ; heat, moifture, 
and decayed vegetable or animal matter. 

_ That heat alone, although very great, will 
not produce thefe difeafes, is, in his opi- 
nioa, proved, by thofe living on. fhip-board 
remaining free from fevers, and from the 
healthinefs of dry fandy {pots in Jamaica, 
where the heat is even uncommonly great; 
as Fort-Augufta,Port-Royal,and others. That 
fimple moifture is equally barmlefs, he thinks 


proved: by the healthy {tate of the two places 


mentioned, which are nearly furrounded 

with water; while dead vegetable and animal. 

do not, he affirms, fend forth noxious 


‘ 

‘ 

. 
a 
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vapours, ‘unlefs in ftate of corruption, for 


which’a certain degree both of heat and mot. 


fture are neceflary, ‘as appears from compar= 
ing warm ‘with cold and wet 
dry fications, 

‘But, befides the combined influence of 


circumftances, pernicious effetts, he thinks; 


difo arife' from’excefs in the ufe of rum, 
tigue, hard labour, bad or fcanty diet, fong 
fafting, and diftrefs of mind of all kinds.. And 
fie farther remarks, that thofe who are jult a 
arrived from cool and healthy climates, are 
particularly fubjeé to fevers. This, he thinks, 
is principally to be afcribed to the human 
body acquiring a power of refifting noxious — 
caufes; of which the ftrongeft proof was af — 
forded, in the cafe of thofe negroes who weré 
fent along with the troops again Fort St 
Juan, of whom fcarcely any died, although © 
few of the foldiers furvived the expedition. 
He concludes this fubje& with obferving, that 
the life of a woman is at leaft twice as: good 
as that of a man; which he afcribes to their 
Keeping much within doors, and ufing n no vie= 
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After thus briefly ftating the caufes of dif-. 
tions be in fending troops to 
elimdtes.. The troops to be" fent, thould, he. 
obferves, confift’ of well-difciplined,: and not. 
newly:raifed men. They fhould be embark. 
ed: at’ fch a time, that they may arrive at 
their deftination at the cdoleft and moft healthy 
feafon. ‘They thould be embarked on board. 
- Yoomy tranfports ; ‘and. the utmoft: attention 
ought ‘to‘be paid to cleanlinefs.' When they 
arrive at- the place of their deftination, they 
fhould. bé quartered in barracks, ereéed in. 
healthy firuations ; and ‘elevated grounds are 
more uniformly healthy than others. A cer- 
tain number of negroes fhould:be allowed to 
each regiment, to do hard work. when necef- 
fary, in the heat of the day ; for they do not 
faffer‘from it, although it would prove fatal 
to Europeans: ‘The foldiers fhould be fup- 
plied by’ provifions from government, ’ and 
fhould: not be allowed, on any pretence what. 
ever, to/difpofe -of their provifions, They 
fhould be-frequently ‘out at-exercife; but this 
fhould bein the — and continued ons 
fhort time, 
Dr 


. 
- 
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Dy Hoster aext gives an: account of ‘the 
number of men annually loft by feveral regis | 

ments in Jamaica, and of the various degrees 
of healthinefs in different quarters. ‘From 
this account, the average number of fick, 
during three years and an. half, gives one. 

third of the army unfit for fervice, at the . 
“time of the. greaceft ficknefs, and one eighth 
at the time of the leaft: The average num: 
ber of deaths annually, is, upon the whole, 

nearly one;fourth, and of difcharged men about 
eighth; which, together, make the lof 
three eighths of the whole. With refpe& to 
Gtuation, the deaths prove, that Kingfton and 
Up-Park are both bad quarters ; that Reck- 
Fort, which is fituated near fwampy ground, 
is ftill worfe; that Spanithtown is better than 
Kiagfton, though mueh inferior to Fort> 
Auguifta or Stoney-hill, which could not be 
reckoned uahealthy, quarters in any part of 
the world, Situations fimilar to thefe, may, 
he thinks, be found in all parts of Jamaica, 
and in molt of the- other Weft India iflands 
Such fituations are of two kinds: dry fand> 
banks, furrounded either wholly or in part 
by the fea, and out of the reach of noxious 
winds, 
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Winds, blown Frott of on 
the moutiains.' He 
condlades with-obferving, ‘that the intereft of 
Governtiient, ‘the fafety of out Welt Indisi 
poffeffions, and the calls of humanity, are aff 
equally concerned in providing quarters for 
the troops in ‘healthy firtiations ;-and he far~ 
ther adds, that fuch fitdations are; in 
ral, favourably for the defence 
of the country. 

next: proceeds to treat of particular difeafes 5 
and, firft, of thofe fevers which prevail in Ja« 
maice. Thefe, he obferves, are either of the 
Femittent or intermittent kind ; but the rev 
mittent are both the toft ftequent and the 
moft fatal. He fets out with giving a very 

minute and diftin& account of the fympronis 
occurring in this fever ;: which, however, while 
it does not admit of an analyfis, does not dif. 
fer effentially from the deferiptions given by 


others. He obferves, thar when this fever.ig 


fevere, 2 fymptom. often occurs which has 
giveh a name to the difeafe, as if it were z 
diftin& one, being from thence’ called the Yd: 


we Fer. Tia he arifing froitt 
| the 
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the addition of jaundice to the other fymptoms 
@f fever. It. is firft- obferved. in the eyes; 
next, it tinges. the neck and fhoulders, and, af, 
terwards the whole body. The urine is of a 
very,,deep colour, and ftains linen yellow, — 
Tike that of a perfon in the jaundice, There 
appeared, he. tells us, no reafon for fufped- 
ing a,diffolution of the blood to be the caufe 
of the yellownefs ; it happened fre- 
quently, when no marks of diffolution ‘were, 
ta be found : and. when 'thefe were ,prefent, 


_-yellownefs of. the. tkin, >in many cafes, did not | 
occur. This yellownefs of the fkin appears. 
frequently towards the end :of the firft fit, 
though more. commonly after the fecond or 
third... If the patient fhould furvive a third 
or fourth fit, he-remains almoft totally de- 

prived of. ftrength, and frequently has an at- 
~ tack of dyfentery, proving fatalto him. This 
fever, however, fometimes appears in fo flight 
a way, that unlefs it be difturbed by fome ir- 
regularity or anxiety, it is hardly perceptible. 
To fuch flight febrile fymptoms, there are. 
fometimes fuperadded {mall painful. tumours. 
in the fkin, called cat-boils. Thefe appear to 
be ‘and, like the affection, of 
the 
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he bowels, were much were prevalent in one 
In children, sha faves 
begins with. fits, nefembling: thofe, that hap- 
pen to children, at the eruption of the {mall- 
pox. An excruciating pain is fometimes fix- 
ed in one part, and, follows the fever, io its 
increafe and, abarement; and, after fome 
continuance, . ‘the In two or 
sthree inftances: of this: fever, ; Dr. Hunter 
found. patients, gomplaining..of a fenfe of 
numbnefs, which, beginning either at the | 
head. or -ftomach, diffufed “atfelf _ Over the 
whole .body,.and occafioned an extreme a- 
larm.; And, among; other fymptoms, more 
gare in this fever, he mentions ‘tetanus, and 
an effufion of water in the ventricles of the 
brain; 
«, After giving the hiftory of this very fatal 
difeafe, our. author remarks, that it.is matter 
of fome confolation to be able to fay that ic 
is not infectious. He never faw the. leaft 
reafon to believe, that men admitted with o- 
ther complamts, ever caught a fever in the 
hiofpital :, And in. no. inftance..did the yellow 
fever prove, more: infectious.than the remit- 


‘ 
tent, 
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MED 
tent, in its ordinary form, without any changs 


in the colour of the fkin. He alfo remarks) 
during all: the ‘time he was-in Jamaica, 
he never {aw ani inftance of the common jail, 
or hofpitit-fever, although many of the mili 


tary hofpitals were very confiried; tind foma 


of the belt “of ‘them confifted “df “a double 


platform, om -whicti the fick-wére’ placed'as 
clofe together as they could two 
difeafes are; he thinks, readily diftinguithed, 


by the difpofition to remit, which attends the 
Jamaica fever, even wliere there is no yels 


lownefs. The abfence of the jail'fever, De 


Hunter afcribés to the influence of véntila- 
tion. An hot dimate, he obferves, -by: ren. 


déring ventilation pteafant and agreeable, 


preveuts the hofpital-fever; while a-cold 


mate, rendering it neceflary to warm the ait 


artificially, which requires it to be confined to 
4 certain degree, gives rife'to that fever, 

After giving a very diftin& account of the 
fymptoms of the ferer, De Hunter 
next treats of the cure. He enumerates the 


remedies in the order ‘in which they were 


adthiniftered, when the difeafe had its moft 


ordinary appedratice. He next rakes 
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tice of thofe means which were found mof 
fuccefsful in removing or palliating particu- 
la? fymptoms ; and concludes with a few ob-« 
feryations on fome of the remedies which 
bave been either ftrongly recommended, or 
are in general ufe. 

No difeafe, he obferves, requires more 
{peedy afliftance, the efficacy of medicines de- 
pending on their being given early, and the 
difeafe gaining ftrength by repeated attacks. 
When Dr Hunter faw a patient during the 
firft fit, his practice was, to exhibit a purga- 
tive medicine, that would operate effectually, : 
and without violence. Although the parti« 
cular purgative to be ufed was immaterial, 
and in fome degree to be accommodated te 
the former habits of the patient; yet he in 
general preferred Glauber’s fakt, on account 
of its certain and fpeedy operation, while ae 
the fame time it keeps well in a warm cli., 
mate. This he dire&ed to the extent of an 
ounce: And after a few ftools had been 
procured, the patient generally found hime 
felf eafier, and a remiflion enfued. | 
_ When a remiflion took place, recourfe was 
wamediately had to the Peruvian bark, whic, 
Vou. I. Dic. IL H 
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paroxyfm of a remittent fever is in general 
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in general taken to the extent. of 2 


dram every fecond ‘hour. But both the 


quantity ‘and the intervals muft, he ob- 


ferves, be varied according to circumftances. 
_ When the ftomach would not bear the bark 


in fubftance, recourfe was had to the decoétion, 


-ofinfufion. Dr Hunter preferred the latter, 
as being béth lefs offenfive to the ftomach, 


and alfo ftronger: And in very fevere at- 
tacks;. he advifes that the ufe of the infufion 


fhould be begun as foon as the pulfe becomes 


a little flower, and the heat begins to. abate. 
After a few dofes of the infufion, the pow- © 


der is to be added as foon as the ftomach 


will bear it: and Dr Hunter always firft 
made a trial of the infufion of bark, as being 
the moft efficacious vebicle.- But if this was 
found: to difagree, recourfe was. had to fome 


eoftee, milk, or the like. When the Peru- 
vian bark operates as a cathartic, which he 
eonfiders as no unfavourable fymptom, he 


advifes the addition of three or four drops of 


liquid laudanum to each dofe. 


other, better fuited to. the ftomach ; as wine, _ 


¢ 


If no remedies be employed, the fecond — 


more 
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more. violent than the firtt. But if the Pe- 
ruvian bark has been liberally thrown in; 
it has in general a confiderable effe& in miti- 
gating the enfuing fit. During the fecond 
fit, the medicine which he has found moft 
_confiderably to relieve the fymptoms, and 
promote a remiflion, is James’s powder. This 
he direéts to be given in {mall dofes, feldom 
exceeding five grains, and to be repeated 
every three or four hours. But if the ftomach 
be very irritable, half that quantity will be 
fufficient: For no fymptom is more trouble- 
fome or dangerous than vomiting ; and care 
muft be taken to avoid what may either in- 
duce or aggravate it. The moft falutary o- 
peration of James’s powder, is either to ex- 
cite a fweat; or gently open the body ; for 
it thus promotes a remiflion of the fever. 

_ The fecond remiffion, as well as the firft, 
is to be employed in adminiftering the Peru- — 
vian bark freely. In this way, two ounces may 
_ in general be got‘down, before another period 
of the fever returns: And this quantity will 
commonly be fufficient either entirely - to 
prevent the next fit, or fo far to break the 


force of it, as to render it void of danger. 
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place, this fymptom is generally either reliev- 


In fubfequent attacks, the fame courfe is 
to be followed ; that is, fmall dofes of James’s 
powder during the paroxyfm, and the Peru- 
vian bark in remiffions. But if James’s pow- 


. . der do not keep the belly open, recourfe 


muft be had to laxative glyfters ; for it is 
obferved, ‘that one or two: ftools im twenty- 
four hours, greatly relieve the fick, and pro- _ 
mote the good effeés of the bark. , | 

After thus mentioning the general plan of 
cure, Dr Hunter next treats of the means of 
alleviating or palliating urgent fymptoms. 
No fymptom is more diftrefling than violent 
retching or vomiting; and nothing is, he 
thinks, more pernicious than the ufe of eme- 
tics in fuch circumftances. If thefe fymptoms | 


_ take place in the beginning of the difeafe, — 


chamomile tea, or warm water, are fufficient 
to cleanfe the ftomach: And if they cone 
tinue after the ufe of thefe, he direéts faline 
draughts in a ftate of effervefcence, to be re- 


_ peated every hour, or oftener. When even © 
- thefe fail, fifteen or twenty drops of lauda- 


num added to them, will often prove effec- 
tual. ‘When very fevere headach takes 


ed, 
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ed, or entirely removed, by a blifter applied 
between the fhoulders. When a very low 
fiate, fucceeds violent paroxyf{ms, recourfe 
muft, he tells us, be had to cordials; and, 
with this view, wine and nourifhment are, 
- he thinks, preferable to any which the fhops 
ean afford, Claret and Rhenifh were in ge 
neral moft agreeable to the fick : but Madei- 
ra was the only wine that could with propri- 
ety be adminiftered to the common foldiers, 
€hicken-broth, panada, fago, falop, and thin 
gruels, were the kinds of nourifhment beft 
adapted to the ftateof the ftomach, and to the 
difeafe. When the fick were much reduc- 
ed after two or more paroxyfms, wine and 
nourifhment became more effential than me- 
 dicine: For, in thefe ciccumftances, Dr 
Hunter found that the bark did little good 
till the powers of life were in fome de- 
gree recruited. With regard to the quan- 
tity of wine to be ufed, Dr Hunter ob- 
ferves, that it is difficult to give a precife di- 
reftion. But he has in general found, from 
careful attention, the quantity which had the — 
beft effeét, to be lefs than has often been 
_ Secommended. He has rarely given above 


3 a pin 


a pint in twenty four hours; and, from 
watching its effects, he was convinced that. 
going beyond that quantity, in general did 
more harm than good. He obferves, that 
even in the jail fever, his own experience 
has not furnifhed him with cafes where the 
quantity could with fafety much exceed that 
mentioned above. It happens, fays he, moft’ 
unfortunately in phyfic, that we can hardly 
corre& one error, without rufhing.into ano- 
ther. Not contented with fubftituting’ wine 
and cordials in the room of evacuations, we _ 
muft produce intoxication ; without confider- 
« ing, that, in all cafes where the human body 
_ is greatly reduced or exhaufted, the ftrength 
and quantity, even of cordials, muftQear a di- 
reé proportion to the remaining ftrehgth of 
the fick. Opr own experience leadd us moft 
readily to adopt his fentiments on iis fubje&. 
_¥or alehough we are convinced that in the 
_ typhoid fever, very common in this country, 
the beft effects may be derived from the 
‘prudent ufe of wine and opium; yet we have 
| feen many cafes in which thefe, from being | 
puthed to a certain extent, have bets Pro- 

ductive of had confequences. 
For 
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For obviating diftreffing thirft, ‘Dr Hun-. 
ter recommends water, toaft. and water, or 
Briftol water, which he obferves is often 
more grateful to the ftomach than aay other 
liquor, and frequently ftays upon it when 


nothing elfe will be retained. He thinks. 


that the great encomiums which have, been 
beftowed upon acid and acefcent liquors, are 
the refult rather of hypothefis than experi- 
ence: For they often augment the natural 
difpofition to fournefs in the ftomach. 
_ .Where ftupor and coma attending this fe- 
ver, arife almoft to a ftate of infenfibility, 
he obferves that he has found nothing more 
effectual in helping to remove that ftate, than 
James’s powder, which, in fuch circumftan- 
ces, may be given more liberally, as then 
the ftomach is rarely in an irritable ftate. 
_» When a praétitioner has no opportunity 
of prefcribing for a patient till a fecond, or 
even a third paroxyfm has paffed, it is not, 
he thinks, advifeable to lofe three or four 
hours in giving an opening medicine. The 
Peruvian bark muft be direétly adminiftered ; . 
but, to prevent any fenfe of fulnefs. which 
| might arife from it, and to promote its ope- 
H 4 ration 
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gation upon the conftitution, he advifes that 


it fhould be conjoined with fome opening 
medicine, fo as to procure three or four 
ftools in the twenty-four hours. With this 


intention, he direéts four of five grains of. 


thubarb to be added to each dofe of the 
bark. 


For quieting delirium, with a conhderable 
degree of wildnefs and agitation continuing 


after the ufual evacuations, he ad'vifes a 
derate dofe of an opiate, repeated, if secefe 
fary, after an interval of two or three hours. 
When a large quantity of wind is colie&ed in 
the bowels, producing ¢onfiderable pain and 
diftenfion, he tells us, that a drop of the oil 


of peppermint upon a bit of fugar, or a few 


{poonfuls of the miftura camphorata, will in 
general procure temporary eafe. 
When the conftitution becomes fiable to 


relapfes of this fever, which fometimes occur 


with a degree of regularity, every two, three, 
or four weeks, Dr Hunter recommends a 
change of air, or, what is better, repeated 
changes of it, by travelling ; and he obferves, 


that journies, in the cool and ihowntain- 
ous parts of the country, continued for fome 


time, 
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time, are very efficacious in reftoring ftrength 
and vigour to the conftirution, and thus én- 
abling it to refift future retarns of the difor- 
der. When this fails, he recommends a feae 
voyage, as often being able to accomplifh 
what change of air alone could not do. He . 
obferves, that the fea air in the Weft Indies 
is free from ail the pernicious qualities of the © 
air on fhore; and that there is no climate in 
which feamen enjoy better health, provided 
they remain conftantly on thip-board, and re- 
ceive a fafficient fapply of vegetables, or fruits, 
to prevent the fcurvy: Hence, with the view 
_of preferving the health of feamen in that cli- 
mate, he recommends, that failors fhould not 
be allowed to go on fhore, when. it can pof- 
fibly be avoided ; thgt negroes fhould be em- 
ployed for the watering fervice ; and that fur- 
geons, while on that ftation, fhould have ar 
allowance of bark from Government. 

When dyfenteric fymptoms occurred with 
femitrent fever, they required fome opening 
medicine, and often yielded to rhubarb ; but 
when this was not the cafe, the dyfentery 
might be faid to conftitute the principal dif. 
¢afe; and he then recommends the method 


of 
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of cure afterwards direéted, in treating of that 
‘affeGtion. Cat-boils, when combined with this 
fever, required no particular treatment, exe 
cepting the avoiding external violence,.-.as 


fqueezing, or even much. motion of a joint, 


when they happened to be near it; for, im 
that cafe, they became extremely painful, in- — 
flamed all round, and formed a real carbuncle. 

With regard to tetanus as a fymptom of this 
fever, he obferves, that in one cafe, an ele&- 
vary, formed of the flower of muftard and 
common fyrup, taken to the extent of a tea- 
fpoonful every two hours, feemed to fucceed. 
This remedy, he obferves, was fuggefted to 
him by the late Dr Huck Saunders: but how 


far it will prove efficacious in other cafes, 


muft be determined by future trials. 
_. This fever, Dr Hunter obferves, has many 
intermediate’ degrees of violence, between the 


_ fevere attack which puts an end to life in one 


or two days, and a form fo flight, that the 


 prefence of fever is -hardly fufpe&ted. In. 


thefe cafes, the. fymptoms were often remov- 
ed by a dofe of cathartic, or emetic ; but the 


_ former was commonly preferred, as being 


more effcétual, and cafier in its operation, 
| 
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He found, however, fill: more’ benefit frons 
James’s powder, taken at bed-time, to the 
quantity of eight or ten grains, which often 
reftored health, without any fea 
fible operation. 

Hunter concludes this wert of his fab. 
je& with obferving, that his pradice had two 
leading objeéts in view; to procure a remif- 
fion, and to prevent a return of the fever. 
The firft was obtained chiefly by opening me- 
dicines, and James’s powder; and the fecond 
by the bark, in different forms: and thefe 
fimple means of cure fo feldom difappointed 
him, that he ey — any other me- 
dicines. 

‘His pradice, however, was not at once Tee 
dueed to fuch fimplicity. At firft, trials were 
‘made with feveral other remedies in common 
ufe ; and he thinks it not improper to men- 
tion fhortly the refult of thefe. Blood-letting, 
even in thofe cafes which feemed to require it 
moft, did no good, and if copious, or re- 
peated, was always hurtful, and that, teo, even 
in inflammations of the lungs, where it was 
neceffary to bleed freely. Vomits were not 
found to be of advantage in the remittent fe- 
ver 
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ver of Jamaica, but often aggravated the 
retching, which was one of the moft diftreff- 
ing iymptoms. Emetic tartar could not be fe 
managed as to produce the effect of James's 
powder ; the peculiar advantage of which was, _ 
that it did not fo readily affe& the ftomach as_. 
emetic tartar, byt operated chiefly by purging 


and fweating ; and it was alfo found to be fu- 


perior to any preparation of the antimonium® 
calcinatum. The ted Peruvian bark was not 
found more effectual than the common kind, 
and was liable to feveral objections, frequent- 
ly affeting che ftomach and bowels with fick- 


nefs, vomiting, flatulence, griping and purging, 


It was found, that blifters aeither fhortened 
the fit, nor prevented future returns; that 
the difcharge from them was often fo incos- 


fiderable, as greatly to weaken the fick; that 


they frequently produced ulcers, not healed — 
without great difficulty ; and that they fome- 
times gave rife to mottifications proving fatal. 
Their ufe was therefore entirely laid afide, 
unlefs when patients were diftrefled with very 
Severe headach, for which fymptom they were 
found to be a fort of fpecific. Theclafsof | 
cordial medicines were feldom ufed, as wine 
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was found'to be not only more —_ to 
the fick, but more effectual. 

- After thos giving a particular and diftin& 
account of the moft faccefsful praétice in the 
remittent fever, Dr Hunter next enters into 
a difquifition refpeéting its nature avd caufes, 
which contains much ingenious and acute 
reafoning. He refutes, with great ability, the 
. @pinions of its depending upon bile, or upon 
putridity, as well as feveral others, to which 
there have been fewer adherents. He thinks 
there can be no doubt, that the exhalations 
of wet or marfhy grounds, which are evident- 
ly the exciting caufes of this fever, may be 
eonfidered as a poifon to the human body, 
and that this poifon may find admiffion into 
the body, by the lungs in refpiration, by the 
abforbing veffels of the fkin, or by the fto- 
mach, from its adhering to the fauces, and . 
being carried down with whatever is fwallow- 
ed. After the poifon has got admiffion into 
the body, the violence with which it ats ap- 
pears to depend on two circumftances, its 
quantity and virulence, and the ftate of the 
habit into which it is introduced. In fome 
iaftances, after being introduced, it would 

appear 
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appear to ly dormant in the body for fome 
length of time; for Dr Hunter has met with in. 
ftances of thisfever appearing at fea,three weeks 
after expofure to the caufe of it. But after 
this poifon aéts upon the body, the moft im- 
portant queftion is, How does it produce the 
fymptoms of fever f—-And here our author 
candidly allows, that our ignorance of the ani- 
mal ceconomy prevents us from being able to 
give any: fatisfatory anfwer to the queftion. 
But when we confider, that every funéion of 
the human body is difturbed; that the blood 
is often in a diffolved ftate, and that there is 
a total lofs of ftrength; he thinks we may | 
conclude, that the poifon affects the principles 
_ of life in every part of the body. A compa- 
rifon, therefore, of the effeéts of other poifons 
with thofe of the exhalations of marfhes, pro- 
mifes, he thinks, to throw more light on the 
fubje& of the remittent fever, than any other 
mode of inveftigation; and although the in- 
_veftigation of the operation of poifons on ani- 
mal bodies, be a fubject of extreme difficulty, 
yet it is not to be defpaired of : Nor are we, | 
in any cafe, to fet limits to the advancement 
of human knowledge, by experiment and ob- 
fervation. 
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fervation. But we may venture to affert, that 
the experiments of the moft induftrious, in- 
genious, ‘and judicious phyfiologifts, have hi- 
therto left this in great 
fcurity. 

Having treated of the remittent fever, Dr 
Hunter concludes his obfervations on the fub- 
ject of fevers, with fome remarks on intermit- 
tents. Thefe, in all their varieties, are fre- 
quently met with in Jamaica. While remit- 
mittents are moft common during the rainy 
feafons, intermittents chiefly appear during 
the healthy part of the year. In the fym- 
ptoms of thefe, there is little to be obferved 
peculiar to the climate. The quotidian is the 
moft dangerous form, and is more or lefs fo 
as it approaches to the remittent fever, or Te- 
cedes from it. _ 

In the cure of intermittents, when the in- 
termiffion was complete, the Peruvian bark 
was given direétly, without any previous eva- 
cuation. The bark was given, in the dofe of 
one or two drams, in wine, or any other ve- 

_hicle agreeable to the fick; and it was repeat- 
ed every two hours, or oftener, according to — 
, the urgeacy of the cafe, and the ftate of the — 
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flomach. After the progrefs’ of the difeafe 
was ftopt, a dofe of bark was given every day, 
- for five or fix days, in order to prevent a relapfe, 
_ Ifthe bark rendered the body caftive, an ouncg 
of the tinéture of fenna, or of rhubarb, or an 
aloetic pill, was given at bed-time; or a few 
grains of rhubarb in powder were added te 
one or more dofes of the-bark. | 
Although the Peruvian bark generally 
proved fuccefsful, yet there were cafes which 
did not yield to it, even when given liberally, 
and for a length of time. In thefe cafes, 
chamomile flowers in fine powder, taken to 
_ the extent of half a dram, or even of a dram, 
and repeated every. three hours, fometimes 
fucceeded. In other cafes, the cold bath was 
effectual in fubduing old intermittents, Sal 
ammoniac, and alum, although their power 
did not appear to be great, ftopt the fever 
in fome cafes. And the mercurius dulcis, — 
taken to the extent of one grain or two eve-~ 
Ty night, or every fecond night, according te 
cirsumftances, feemed ‘to give new efficacy 
to the bark employed in the ufual manner. 
_ Towards the end of Dr Hunter’s refidence in 
Jamaica, fome of the red Peruvian bark was 
fent 
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fent to that ifland: ‘This, when gives it the 
fame dofe with the commén bark, affeéted the 


bowels, producing ficknefs, romiting, griping, 


purgitig, and flatulence; but when the dofe 
was reftiited to half a dram, repeated every 
three hours, it cured many intermittents 
which had refifted the commion bark. Der 
Hunter, however, does not cotifider this as a 
proof of its being more effitacious than the 
common bark in curing intermittents, if given’ 
in the firft inftance; for nearly as much. might 
be faid of chamomile flowers, although the 
eures performed by thefe, are tio ground fot 
fuppofing that they are a better medicine thati 
the commion bark. Dr Hunter had no op 
portunity of bringing the queftion of the 
comparative powers of red and pale. bark td 
fair decifion; but he thinks we may fafely 
eonclude, that in. the ted bark we are. in pofs 
feffion. of a‘ valuable medcine,. which will-oftent 


- faoceed after the common: bark: has failed: 


Itermittents, as. well as remittents, often 
ptoduce dropfy, fwellings of the liver: and 
and aicomplication of thefe 
orders.: thefe cafes, “ke thinks the:conftis 
tution is beft repaired by having recourfe to 
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a tokder climate, ‘and more falubrious air; but 
mércury ‘in fmall dofes, .cither: by itfelf,:or 


combined with was : 


treat of dyfentery. Here, without treating mi- 
nutely.of the difeafe at large, he confines hisob- _ 


-fervations to fuch as.more particularly apply to 
theclimate. Though the dyfenteryin Jamaica 


differs not in its fymptoms from that defcribed _ 
by Dr Sydeaham, Sir John Pringle, Sir 
George Baker, and others; yet there evi- | 
dently fubfifts a remarkable connexion be- | 
tween it and the remittent fever of Jamaica, — 
The one frequently changes intothe other; and 
the two difeafes are often complicated together. _ 
Dyfenteries occur in Jamaica with various de- _ 
grees of violence, from flight griping, with fre. _ 
quent flimy ftools, to the moft excruciating pains - 
im the bowels, inceflant ftraining, ‘profufe dif - 
charge of blood,. great fever, and fudden pro- 


 ftration of ftrength. In fome particular quar- 


ters, as at Fort-Auguita and Port-Royal, amild 
kind of dyfentery. often prevails, which Dr 
Hunter afcribes to the water ufed there. The — 
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‘only fyniptodn’ ‘which ‘Dr Hunter particatitly 
points Out,’ a3 ‘tiot cdintnonly” meétitioned "by 

the ‘accurate ‘writers on this difeate, is an 
thittg either folid or ‘tiquid; accompanied 
with afeeling as if what had been juft fwallowed 
fatten ‘he bbletvés, fs often fo ftrong, that'the 
fick ifmagitie’ the food they have’ taken’has 
really paffed through them’; and they ate not 
‘convinced of the contrary, till they find that 
the'‘difcharge has been entirely flime or mu- 
‘cus; This fymptom fhows, he thinks, great 
irritability in the bowels, by which a motion — 
excited in the: ftomach, is 
to’the anus. 

Dr Hunter obferves, thar the dyfentery did 
appear to be infedtious in the Hofpitals’ in 
‘Jamaica.’ He does’ not from this affirm, that 
never an infe@tions ‘difeafe ; but he thinks 
that there’ is fome difficulty in determining a 
queftion, where the ‘effets of contagion may 
‘be tafily confounded with the effeéts of a caufe 
‘getterally: ‘diffufed, and opérating in fome des 
gree on all, 4s the -caufe of dyfentery muft do. 
this difeafe may be pro- 

duced. 
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duced. by other caufes ; yet we. cannot help 
thinking, that we have feen fome cafes, where 
it was clearly and decidedly communicated 
from one individual to another by infeétion.. 
regard to the cure, he. 
that dyfentery requires. very early attention. 
For remedies which will oyercome or miti- 
gate it at tlie beginning, will have no effe@ 
after it has continued for fome time: -He 
- began the treatment by a purgative, mot 
commonly of the faline kind, and, after a fa- 
vourable operation of this, by giving landanum 
tothe extent of fifteen or twenty drops, at 
bed- -time? The purgative, in almoft every 
afe, procured a truce of the difeafe, and 
the opiate prolonged it. When the fym- 
ptoms recur, the fame medicines are to be — 
repeated ; and the fick, he obferves, are not 
‘weakened by purgatives, as long as they 
produce relief from the griping pains. But 
‘when the patient’s ftrength is greatly impair- 
ed, there ts a period, beyond which, purga- 
tives cannot be given with advantage. In 
_fueh circumftances, Dr Hunter tells us, that 
he: has often employed with advantage 
oe formes of an ounce of. infufion of 
Peruvian 
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Pétuviad Bark, and 29 itiuch ftrong amomile 
with “boat “five grains” of. rhubarb.’ 
Thee draughts, stven’ eteiy ‘three of four’ 
Rours? it getieral’ ‘Procared' two or ‘three 
Pious difchat ges f from the bowels in twenty- 
HoGrs} and the’ patients were eafily able 
diffingurfh’ ‘the’ proceeding from 

the’ from by the onl 
thé ad pain of the bowels. 
ave’ éxtruciating; they are’ often relieved: ‘by 
fonitntatiohs applied to the abdomen, and 
ftill‘more effectually by blifters on the fame 

art. When vomiting, in the beginning of 
the difeate, évents the nfe of purgatives, 


the evacuation of the ftoniach is to be pro- 


mote by ‘warm water, of weak chamomile 
tea ; but nothing, he ‘tells’ us, more power- 
fally emetic is to be adminiftered. And, as 
{S6n''as° the ftomach is. quieted, the faline 
plifgatives' muft be begun in {mall dofes, and 
repeated till they be prodesive of the defired 
effet. 

- From the acute, dyfentery often paffes to . 
a “chronic ftate. This has been fuppofed to 
. depend on mere debility of the bowels. But 
13 Dr 
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Dr,, Hunter, thinks, thas. this abe 
cafe 5: and that at Jeaft nine out of ten:ipftane, 
ces depend upon, ebftraftions, .and, a. difeafed: 
ftate. of the, bowels. .. This, 
clearly. demonftrated by ,diffeGtions. to, 
prove. this, he. gives... fhort, account...oF 
the. appearance. which he, difcovesed :ghig, 
way. . And: he. mentions, particularly, : the, 
appearance of puttules, or tubercles, which, | 
takes place, pointing out, the changes. whjch — 
they undergo. indifferent ftages. of their pros. 
grefs: And from thefe, with the. confequent 
ulcerations, he lftrases many 

In this ftate, he. the. 
| laxatives than of purgatives ; yand he ftrongly. 
recommends the repetition of an, opiate every. 
night. . “Whep the, ftaols..are frequent and, 
copious, without pain, aftringents, : he. tells. | 
us, May ; be ufed with advantages And. as 
fuch, he recommends the lignum Camper. 
chenfe, the cortex Granati, and terra Japorie. 
ea, or catechu, as it is now more properly calle. 
ed. In cafes. of obftinate tenefmus, he had 
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feed tea; or thin jelly: of ftarch, wih 
or:forty:drops of liquid faudaném: 
Hunter conclhadgs +his.reniarks on 
fentery with a few obfervations on: the reme- 
dies commonly employéd againft that-difeafes — 
thinks it~not impoflible that’ there 
may be circumftances, in which blood-letting 
would not only be fafe, but advantageous : 
But he is perfuaded that, in the: flighter 
cafés;'it-is not requifites And, inthemore 
violent ones, the'ftreagth of: the patient was 
fo fuddenly reduced, that he dartt not ven 
tuaretoufeit. 
- He thinks there is. ipecifc is in any 
purgative ; and although: he commoaly em: 
ployed the magnefia vitriolatd, or natron vi- 
tridlatum, yet’ where experience has‘ fhewa 
any one to agree with particular conttitu-: 
tions, recourfe is, he thinks, to be had to it. 
Opiates, he obferves, have fometimes been 
given, combined witha -purgative or emetic 
medicine. This praétice, he thinks, had of-: 
ten good effects in the chronic ftate‘of the dif- 
cafes But, upon-:the whole, he: preferred 
theit ‘alternate ufe to coinbining: them; as 
the’ if i in fuflicient quantity to produce 
fenfible 
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fenfible effects, occafioned a diftrefiing 
fea, and the opiate checked the effe&s of the 
purgative tog much. In fome cafes, how- 
ever, Doyer’s powder, in dofes of ten or fif~ 
teen grains, had good effeéts. ‘Fhe confu- 
fion of the head and ftomach, which: opi- 
gates fometimes induce, was beft counteracted: 
by giving with them one or two branes! 
femon’ juice.. 

_ De Hunter next treats. of. dry: bel 
ach. After giving neaslhy: the famealeftrip- 
tion of this difeafe that is -given by: .others: 
of the colica pictorum, or paiaters: cholic, 
he obferves, that the principal and: leading 
objeé in the cure, is to procure afree paffage,, 
_ by removing and overcoming the {pafns:and: 
contragtions of the bowels. whiclr occafion the: 
obftinate coftivenefs. For this purpofe, the 
purgative.found to anfwer beft, was. rhubarb, 
combined with calomel... To: relieve the.pain — 
of the abdomen, recourfe:was had to .fomenta- 
tations, and. the: warm bath; but more ef- 
fe&tual relief was: procured’ by the application | 
of a blifter. It. was fometimes: neceflary:to: 
promate the operation af purgatives: by. glyf 
and nothing was found. to anfwer bep- 
ter 
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-incthid wey, chan Shition of 
‘In: general, cby “the recomi< 
mended, the difeafe was overcome: But when 
pai aud ¢coftivenels cominudy recourfe wae 
jalap, the compound ‘extract of 
cyath, 'putging falts,-or caftor oil ; ahd thefe: 
Were !fométines: faceefsful. “Where, with 
plethosie patients, the pulfe ‘was ‘quick; 
mobred sche fohution of the difeafe. 
dhe of this chalic; 
as of much: confequenve to prevent’ 
the palfy. As far ad that could be: effected; 
depended gntirely on the” fpaedy' cure of 
the: cholic: ‘And the firit 
culations; a difpatition to: coftivendfs rémainéd;- 
it became neceliary to continue the nfée of 
is complaint; and; in: 
maby the field nevef completety” 
elther ithe ftcenpth or motion! of: 
writes! “The of Bath waters in: 
this: comiplaitie! De confides’ as if? 
bath, 
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bath... But the difficulty:of preferving an unix 
form temperature for any length: time, 
gives a idecided fuperiority ‘the natural 
warm fprings, As, however, the température. 
_ of thefea in Jamaica, at the’ middle of the day; 
is about eighty-four degrees, Dr Hunter 
thinks that this.may a. good fubftitute.. 
Where the paralytic parts are, affe&ted with 
tum ammonie ' was often ferviceablee But 
fometimes it .was, geceffary procure eafe. 
of..che pains-by ‘opiates; Where the ‘pain of 
the head thifted. x0; the. bowels, nothing was 
equally éffe@ual with blifterss 
Dr Hunter concludeso his remarks on this 
difeafe with fomeabferyations.on its caufes,: 
aad has no ip, 
ence. of lead.. 9 6) 
After a on fores, 
and fome other difeafes xo which foldiers are 
fubjeft,:: Dr. Hunter, makes fome:remarks on; 
the difeafes. of negroes. ,, Here, he acknow- 
ledges that he; had but little opportunity of 
fo¢ging much of them.from his. own .obferva-; 
’ tion. But he regrets that the hiftory: of the 
 affeStions peculiar: to. them, hes not been 


f 
s 
‘ 
more 
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more attended to; ‘begaufe, he imagines, it. 


would. enlarge; our knowledge of pathology,. 
and.teach me, mrany new and interefting fats. 
in the sanimal .ceconomy. Here, therefore, 


his, pringipal objed is, cal, of 


others tp this fubje&’. 
yaws, -he obferves, while it is ‘an 
fedtious difeafe,: never attacks .a:perfon a fe-. 


cond time.. He confiders it as being commus, 
| nicated only. by very:clofe contaét, and.as rune 


ning a natural courfe, bat varying. very;much 
in.;its duration,; extending from four or. five, . 
to.fiftcen or twenty months, . He afferts, that. 
we are. yet acqnainted.with no means of era-, 
dicating this poifon 5 and what he ¢onfiders as 
the; beft method. fhortening: its courfe,: 
is by putting the patient: in circumftances fa-. 
voprable.to his general bealth,: by giving 
lief from work, by allowing a good diet, and. 
by, ‘frequent. wathings. He. :exprefies doubts 


with zegard, to. the -propriety. of employing 


mercury, and points: out, alfo many other de> 
fiderata with fegard’ to this affection, We. 
are unacquainted, he obferves, with the. local 
effcfts of the poifon when it is firft applied, 
and likewife with the interval of time be-. 


tween 
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tween thé applicacion ‘of the infedtions 
aiid the firft appearance of thie 
‘Both thefe poine¥ might; Hie be 
certaitied by inoculation’; a practice Which, if 
Cacabay is, he obfervés}ithe same 
fo#'adifeafé among Europeans, ‘or 
their’ defcéndénts; From’ this; in’ otife’ 
of ‘ulcerations begirining undér ‘the’ 
White fpdts, the joidits fuccediivaly drop’ 
@ ‘tiitre’ trunk. remedy, ‘he’ 
Has" yer bedi’ dither ‘to’ eure’ 
ot retard itv” propre! 
And thinks; to’ bé ‘witlied, ‘hat the 
fyinptdms of difeafe fo" fobmidatle? and ‘fo’ 
firigular,- ‘detailed’ ar’ full length, 
obferving We 
THE difeafe’ of the ‘of. which! 
he’ takes” notice,’ is that which irfelf 
by a‘very uhcommén' depravity of appetite,’ 
eating ditt.’ Phe’  dirtieatéts, as they’ have’ 
Been! called, can‘feldom if ever be ‘corretted 
of’ this unithedtal! for, a frort” 
ment 
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ment, to it than. shat; which fometimgs fub; 
hits either to fpirits.qr tobacep- ..-They-are 
fondeft. of .a white. clay, like tobace 
With, this. they. fill. their 
allow to’ diffolze gradually. 
It..is a practice extending to all ages, the 
young Jearning it from the old, ¢ven almoft 
as foon, as they leave the Whatever 
moive may ioduce-them to. begin. the prace 
tice, it foon proves fatal, if carried to excels. 
There. are inftances of fome killing them- 
felves by it even in ten or twelve days. But 
more frequently they drag out a miferable 
exiftence for feveral months, and even for 
years, in the end dying dropfical. 

Dr Hanter gives an account of what was 
obferved on the examination of the bodies 
of dirt-caters afser death. This account was 
communicated to him by Dr. Thomas Clarke, — 
boranift of the ifland of Jamaica, a very in- 
genions gentleman, whofe obfervations, on 
pany former. occafions, have enriched thefe 
- Commentaries.. In the colon, there are fre- 
quently; found large concretions of the earthy 
matter which they have: fwallowed. » This — 
of the gut, and almoft 
completely 
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completely obftrués the paffage.: The my- 
fenteric glands are always {welled : THe blood 
is thin, and-with very few red globules, as . 
is commion.in dropfies: And: large polypi_ 
are found in the left ventricle of ‘the heart 
and-aorta. Théfe were fometimes fo’ ftrong 
and: firm, that, when pulled out, they gave 
the reprefentation of an injection of the aorta; _ 
fubclavian and carotid arteries.. To afceré 
tain whether thefe polypi .were formed be- 
~ fore or after death, fome bodies were opened 
a few minutes after the patient expired ; and, 
even in thefe cafes, they were found ftrong 
and firm. -But Dr Hunter. thinks there can 
be no doubt of their being formed when the 
motion of the heart became feeble and jan- 
guid, juft before death. i 
Our author remarks, that no means of pres 
venting the horrid prattice of dirt-eating, as 
it has been called, or of remedying the de- 
ftruétive effeéts of it, have hitherto been dif- 
covered. A negro labouring under this ma- 
lady, is confidered as: loft. And on fome e- 
ftates, half.the number of deaths, on’ a mo- 
derate computation, are owing to this caufe. 
Neither medicines, promites, nor 
threats, 
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threats, have any influence. But upon fome 
eftates, it has been in part ftopped, by cut- 
ting off the heads from the bodies of thofe 
who died of this vicious practice. Of this 
treatment of dead bodies, the negroes have 
the utmoft horror. And Dr Hunter thinks 
that the efficacy of this expedient, which 
can operate only on the mind, is a ftrong 
proof tliat the difeafe, in its origin, is more a 
mental. than a corporeal affe&tion. 
_. Dr Hunter concludes this valuable treatife 
with fome obfervations on the beft manner 
of taking care of the fick of the armies in 
Jamaica and our other Welt India iflands. 
In thefe he. poimts out many important par- 
ticulars refpecting attendance, medicines, hof- 
pital ftores, and fubfiftence, which well claim | 
‘ theattention of thofe whom the Nation entraft 
with its fafety, but .which: can -be remedied 
only by the-exertions' of a vigilant Govern- 
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Wks William Stark, M. 
tonfifting of Clinical and Anatomical Obfers 
gations, with Experiments. Dietetical and 
Statical, revifed and pubjifhed foom his oria 
ginal Manufcripts. By James Cartmichadl 
Smyth, M. D. AR. S. Phyfician extraora 
to, Majefy 410; | 


NHE iagenipos and. indefatigable author 
of the treatife now before us, was as 
by-an.atdent defire to afcertain truth 
by obfervation and: experiment: And‘it cans 
not be mentioned without the deepeft regret; 
that, at an ¢axly period: of life, he fell a vies 
tim to his zeal in the purfuit of knowledge. 
After his death, his mianufcripts were put in< 
to the hands. of Dr Carmichael Smyth, 4 
phyfician who has defervedly acquired emis 
nence in his profeflion. By him they are 
now. prefented to the public; and, we doubt 
not, 
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‘not, will be highly acceptable to thofe who 


are defirous of enlarging their knowledge from — 
obfervations made with pecuracy and 


‘The:work is divided into two parts : The 


Jirft, tmtitled, Clinical and Anatomical Obferv-— 


ations ; the /econd, Experiments Dietetical and 
Statical.. The materials’ of the firft part were 
collefed, as the author informs us in bis pre- 


face, at a large hofpital, where he had at alt. 


times 'aecefs to the fick, and confequently the 
_ moft favourable opportunity of obferving the 


appearance and progrefs of difeafes, and, when — 


* they proved fatal, of examining the bodies after 
death: and the remarks he makes, are the 
refult.of obfervation and infpection, unbiaf- 
fed by any hypothefis or fyftem. ‘The author 
has endeavoured to arrange thefe according to 
their degree of fimplicity and certainty. ‘The 
Jirft.place.is given to difeafes of the aliment- 

_ ary canal; which -are moft within our reach, 
and probably the beft underftood, and .moft 
fuecefsfully treated. Next to thefe, are placed 
the :difeafes of the heart and lungs, which 
convert the chyle into blood. The third clafg 
comprehends the difeafes of the blood itfelf, 
Voz. HI. Dec. K and: 
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and of the fluids fecreted from it; andthe 
fourth includes difeafes of the nervous fyftem, 
which are by far the moft difficult to be un- — 


 derftood.—In giving an analyfis of this work, 


‘We cantiot pretend to mention every particular 
cafe, -but muft content ourfelves with taking 
notice of fome of the moft. fingular and im- 
portant ; and we fhall particularly prefent our 
readers with -his on the. of 


_ remedies. 


Intreating of difeafes of. hede- 
fcribes a cafe, in which, upon diffeétion, a cancer: 
ous affeéion was found in the ftomach. ‘He 


“ thinks it furprizing, that, in this cafe, the patient 


neither complained of ficknefs, nor was troubled 
with retchings :, But he imagines that the fto- 
mach was perhaps too weak for that exertion. 
He defcribes two cafes of patients affected with 
fevere purging, accompanied. with ‘excruciat- 
ing pain of the bowels, in which confiderable 
quantities of a clear glutinous fubftance was 
difcharged by ftool. Upon diffection, it was 


_ found, that, in the large inteftines. of both, 
‘Portions of the internal coat were raifed-up © 
‘in {mall containing a colourlefs 


glutinous 
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fubitatice, which was rendered white 
and-firm by-alcoliol, or by heat; but by cold 
water was foftened, and partly diffolved. The 
appearances in this cafe are illuftrated by fe: 
veral engravings; and the author thinks it 
may be'a queftion, whether thefe hemifpheres 
were not the inteftinal glands enlarged; whé- 
ther the coagulable part of the blood was not 
fecreted by them; inftead of common mucus 3 
and whether the voiding of fuch a clear glu- 
tinous fubftance be not a fign of this’ ftate of 
‘the inteftines. .He gives an account of the 
diffection of the body of a man who died of 
a fever without any fymptom of jaundice, in 
whom the extremity of the duétus choledochus 
was found to be quite fhut up bya large gall: 
ftone: but'the duétus hepaticus adhered:to 
the duodenum, and - opened; into it about an 
inch below. the pylorus. The gall-bladder 
was empty, and much contraéted, and the edge 
of- the liver was a little rounded ‘over it; but 
in other refpeéts that vifcus was found. 
- In defcribing the fymptoms of difeafes of 
the,ftomach, taken from cafes where patients 
recovered, ‘or whiere: he: had ‘no opportunity. 
of examining the bodies after death, after. 
making 
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making fome obfervations on vomiting, purg-. 
ing, and coftivenefs, and after defcribiag the 
common fymptoms of jaundice, he obferves, 
that, in that difeafe, relief always follows fpon- 
- taneous vomiting or purging; and he thinks 
this points out the proper method of curing 
the diforder by emetics and purgatives. — 

In ‘his obfervations on the effeéts of reme= 
dies given in the cure of difeafes of the fto- 
mach and inteftines, he obferves, that opium 
feldom failed to reftrain. purging. for two or 
three days, or a week; but at the end of 
thefe periods, the difeafe returned, and: com- 
~ monly with more violence than before the 0- 
pium had been taken. But although by it- _ 
_ felf it was inadequate to the cure of purging, 
yet when it was combined with other articles, 
~ moft excellent medicines were formed, the ef- 
fects of which were not lefs powerful, and 
- were more lafting. In the flimy purging, he 
found, that the moft efficacious remedy was 2 
grain of opium, combined with five grains of 
the vitrum antimonii ceratum, taken daily. . 
Another powerful remedy was, one grain of 
opium; united with ten of the colombo root, 
although the colombo alone gave only tempo- — 
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rary relief. In the gelatinous purging, the 
moft efficacious medicine was a grain of opi- 
um, combined with as much ipecacuan ; for 
he found, ‘that in this fpecies the vitrum an- 
timonii ceratum aggravated all the fymptoms. 
Where the pains were violent, fomentations 
gave relief; and in coftivenefs, the beft reme- 
_ dies were, fomentations, and the common pur- 
gatives; and in the painters cholic, oil, or oil 
with rhubarb, were found moft ufeful. He 
conclades with obferving, that the combina- 
tion of opium with other medicines, has been 
recommended by practitioners of all ages, and 
of all fe&s. Of this, he obferves, we have 
examples in the ancient eompofitions of mi- 
thridate, theriaca, and feveral others, as well 
as in fome of the moft highly celebrated me- 
dicines of Dover, Ward, and others. 

treating of difeafes of the cheft, illuftrat- 
ed by diffe&tion, he defcribes the cafe of a 
woman who got her bread. by hard labour, 
who, for five years, was fubjeéted to fits of 
palpitation, which attacked her commonly af- 
- ter an interval of fome months; and at laf 
‘fhe died of a fit which lafted for five weeks, 
being more violent, and of longer continuance 
K 3 than 
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than any of the preceding ones. Her pulfe 
was weak, quick, and irregular, fometimes 
fluttering, fometimes intermitting. Her breath- 
ing was oppreffed, and fo quick, that the com- 
monly infpired forty-five times in a minute. 
On diffection, it was found that the canal of 
the aorta was almoft fhat up by the femilunar 
valves. Of the morbid appearance which 
here took place, an illuftration is given in’ Dr 
Stark’s work by an engraving. © 
. In treating of pulmonary confumption, af- 
ter enumerating the fymptoms of the difeafe, 
he gives an dccount of the appéarahces on dif- 
feGtion, drawn from ten ‘cafes which he had 
an opportunity of examining. As thefe,though 
extremely uniform, were different in degree, 
he arranges them under the heads of tubercle, 
vomica, ftate of the air veficles, ftate of the 
large veffels, trachea, and the Gegrecs of mor-— 
-Tubercles he é as firm, round bodies, 
from the fmalleft granule to about: half an 
inch in diameter ; as being of a whitith colour, 
and of a confiftence approaching nearly to the 
hardnefs of cartilage; and when cut through, 
their furface appears fmecth, fhining, and 
form; 
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form : But in fome of them were found cavi- 
ties containing a thick white fluid, like pus. 
The cavities lefs than half an inch in diame- 
ter, were always fhut ; but thofe which were 
a little larger, had always a round opening, 
made by a branch of the trachea. | 
As, in this laft ftate, there was a free paf- 
fage for the matter contained in the tubercle | 
mto the trachea, he thinks the name fhould 
be changed from that of tubercle to vomica. 
The fmaller vomice are commonly entire ; the 
Jarger are frequently ruptured. Thefe are 
generally of an oval fhape, and three or four 
inches in length. They are lined, either par- 
tially or entirely, with a fmooth, thin, tender 
flough or membrane. The matter contained — 
in them, when they have been previoufly rup- 
tured, is often of a reddifh caft ; but when the 
capfule is entire, it is of a yellowifh, afh- 
coloured, or greenifh appearance, and often 
feetid. In almoft.all the vomicx, there are fe- 
veral openings of the bronchia: Thefe are 
round and fmooth, while ruptures are gene- 
rally irregular and ragged. But by means 
even of the bronchial openings, Dr Stark 
thinks there can be no doubr, that the matter 
o Be they 
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they contain, is difcharged into the afpera.ars 
teria. And accordingly, where thefe are nu- 
merous, although’ there be no‘ rupture, the 
vomice contain very little mattér. Whilt 
other parts of the lungs udaffected by difeafe 
are readily diftended, by blowing air into the 
trachea, thofe portions which are'contiguous 

to tubercles or yomica, remain deprefled, and 
impervious to dir; fo that the funéion of the 
Jungs feems there to be ‘entirely deftroyed, 
The pulmonary arteries and Veins, as they 
approach larger vomicz, are fuddenly con- 
tracted. By blowing into them, they are not 
fenfibly diftended ; nor-does the air, except- 
ing very rarely, pafs into the vomice, and 
even then by imperceptible tubes only. - But 
the branches of the trachea opening into vo 
mics, are never found in any degree. con- 
tracted. Their internal furface, as well asthat 
of the trachea itfelf, is fometimes partially red. 
The degree of morbid affeétion is very varie 


ous. In fome cafes, no vomicze are to be 


found above an inch in diameter: in others, 
there are feveral of two, three, or four inches. 


The lymphatic glands of the lungs are fre- 


quently 
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quently blackifh, and fometimes contain a fub- 
ftance like moiftened chalk. 

"Dr Stark concludes his account: of the ap- 
pearancts on diffection, in cafes of pulmonary 
confumption, with the following queries.— 
Isa conftant cough, although unaccompanied 
with any other complaint, a fymptom of tu- 
bercle im the lungs ? . Is it, when attended with 
fits of coldnefs, and of fpitting, a certain fign 
of vomice?* Is not the fpitting compofed of 
matter from the vomicee, and of mucus from 
the membrane of the trachea? Does not the 
contracted ftate of the pulmonary veflels, and 
the thickening of their coats, prevent, in moft 
cafes, the fatal hemorrhages which would o- 
therwife enfue? Is there not fome reafon to 
apprehend, that though a tranfitory relief be 
fometimes ‘afforded by {mall bleedings, the 
progrefs of the difeafe is thereby. quickened? 

In giving an account of fymptoms of dif- 
eafes of the cheft where patients recovered, | 
he defcribes a cough without expectoration, 
or with flight expeétoration of mucus only, 
in which the pulfe is always quick, with al- 
. moft conftant headach, inceffant thirft, lofs of 
appetite, frequent retching, and fometimes 

faintnefs. 
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faintnefs. ‘This cough is, he tells us, frev 
quently occafioned by expofure:to cold and 
moifture: it fometimes terminates favourably, 
but oftener in phthifis pulmonalis, and may be 
reckoned the-firlt ftage of that difeafe. He 
next defcribes cough with very copions ex-— 
pectoration of thick matter, fometimes to the 
quantity of not lefs-than two or three pints in 
twenty-four hours. ‘This cough, he obferves, 
. is commonly produced by the fame caufes as 
the preceding. It:fometimes. proves fatal in 
a few months ;.and fometimes patients are fub- 
jected. to it for a number of years, continuing 
fér feveral months at a time, 
the Winter.. 

_ In difeafes of the cheft, Dr Stark oblervés 
pee he has rarely feen any certain good ef-: 
fe& from internal medicines. Vinegar .of. 
fquills has, on fome occafions, feemed to give 
relief; and oily medicines appeared for a 
fhort time to allay violent coughing. But 
the remedies which have {till more lafting 
effects, are bleeding, blifters, and other lo. 
cal difcharges. Bleeding, he tells us, ex- 
cepting in the Jaft ftage of a confumption, 
feldom fails.to afford confiderable relief, 

This 
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This is fometimes felt immediately after the 
operation at other times, not till the next, 
or even the third day; and, on fome occa-— 
fons, not till after repeated bleeding. Biif- 
ters, he coufiders as being of confiderable 
efficacy in cafes of difficult breathing, or 


_hoarfenefs,and fometimes of Cough. Setong 


and iffues are ufeful in pains of the cheft; 
and fomentations are of fervice in pains oc- 
- eafioned by external injury. From the early 
application of thefe remedies, pains of the 
fide, and dry coughs, fometimes terminate fae 
_ yourably. But if they “be delayed for 2 
week or a fortnight, the difeafe does not fo 
readily yield to them. In cafes of cough 
with expectoration, thefe remedies contribute, 
he thinks, but little towards retarding the 
progrefs of the difeafe. He obferves he has 
fometimes known good air of fervice, after 
other remedies had failed in affording even — 
a temporary relief. But he concludes with 
regreting, that thefe diforders, which are the 
moft common and moft fatal of any, are leaf 
under the power of phyfic. 

The next fubje& of which Dr Stark treats, 
4s the difeafes of the fipids. This title he 


has 
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has chofen, not from an idea that the dif- 
eafes defcribed under it were difeafes of 
the fluids only, but becaufe the. changes 
which took place in the fluids were ob- 
vious to the fenfes, whilft thofe of the fo- 
lids were not. After defcribing cafes of 
the extravafation. of: the ferum or thin- 
ner part of the blood, of the ‘extravafation 
of the red part of the blood, and of the ex- 
travafation of coloured: ferum, he relates an 
example of what he calls ee of the 
fluids. 

A woman, aged was with 
fhiverings, followed by fever. She became 
dull, heavy, ftupid, and fometimes delirious. 
She had a violent purging: Her tongue and 

eyes were parched; her pulfe quick and 
{mail ; and there were petechiz on the right 
arm. She died on the eleventh day of her 
illnefs ; and immediately after death, a change 
of colour took place in. her body. This dif- 
colouration was principally on the right fide. 
The belly was green, the back livid, and 
the pudenda quite black. _ At incifions made 
in any of thefe parts, a confiderable quantity 
of atte liquor, nearly of the colour of the 

part, 
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‘part, run oot. It was intolerably foetid; 
and the parts from which it flowed were ten- 
der, and. e¢afily pulled afunder. In the pu- 
denda, the blacknefs penetrated to the cellu- 
lar fubftance, and fat; but it did not ex- 
tend inwardly beyond the nymphe. The 
green colour of the abdomen penetrated 
_shrough the integuments, the fat, and the 
oblique mufcles. But the reéti, tranfverfe 
mufcles, and peritoneum, were free from it. 
The livid colour of the back penetrated al- 
molt to the bones, near which, the mufcular 
fibres appeared found. Nothing preternatu- 
ral was found in the cavity of the abdomen, 
excepting one black fpot on the fundus u- 

- Twelve hours after death, Dr Stark exa- 
mined the body of a young man, who died 
of a fever fimilar to the preceding. The 
fkin of the left breaft was brown. The pec- 
toral mufcle had loft its colour, and was rot- 
ten. The liver was in fo tender a ftate, that 
a very fmall force was fafficient to pufh the — 
finger into any part of it. The other'abdo- 
minal vifcera appeared found. Soon after 
examining this body, Dr Stark fel an acute 
pain 
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pain.in the finger which he had pufhed into 
the liver. It foon inflamed ; a {mall piece of 
ic near the nail became’ black and. mortified ; 
and, after a few was thrown 
| 

thefe: Dr Stark. the 
following queries: Are dulnefs, ftupor, or 
lownefs of pulfe, the criteria of this fever, 
or of a tendency to it? Is infe&ion more 
readily communicated from the living than 


the dead body? May an external part of 


a healthy body be affected without injuring 
the reft of the fyftem? If putrid matter has 
heen mixed*with the blood, will a putrid fe. 


ver always follow? Is there: a conneétion 


between this and the petechial fever? From 
the external parts being principally affected, 
is it not probable that the air has. fome in- _ 
fluence in promoting putrefaction? And 
would not the external application of anti- 


feptics have an effect in this 


grefs? 
In’ giving a defeription of the 
of difeafes of .the fluids, taken from cafes 


where the patients ‘recovered, after fome 


on of the Delly with fluc 
tuation, 
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_qvation, ‘on -general ‘external ‘fwelling re- 
taining ‘the impreffion of the: finger, and 

on general external {welling ‘with fwelling 
of the belly;” he propofes it as ‘a que- 
ry, Whether’ either fpecies of-dropfy be 
not commonly -a fecondary' difeafe? He 
thinks that the view of the phyfician fhould 
often be diretted rather to the amend- 
ment of the fluids, than to the evacuation-of 
water; and he thinks it probable, that this 
amendment may fometimes be obtained by 
finimal food, and Peruvian bark. After de- 
feribing the fymptoms of fever with red or 
purple fpots upon the fkin, he fuggefts it as 
his opinion, that the fpots, the blood effufed 
and concreted’.on the tongue, the colour of 
thé liquor of blifters, that of the ftools, and 
the fediment of ‘the urine, thew that the red 
part of the blood was broken down. 

-ci{n giving. an account of the general ef- 
fees -of remedies employed in the cure of 
difeafes of the fluids, he obferves, that in 
fpotted fevers,’ inftances of recovery were 
moft frequent after the ufe of bark, of cor- 
dials, and: of blifters. The fwelling of the — 
or of the external parts, in general 
_ fubfided, 


i 
‘ 
a 
a 


fubfided, though commonly only for a time, 
from the ufe of the more powerful purgatives, 
jalap,.claterium, or . dried {quills, given 
ther feparately or combined. The fame 
thing happened during the ufe of diuretics, as 
fal: diureticus, now named kali acetatum, infu- 
fion of horfe-raddith, and. tinfture of cantha- 
rides. - The fwelling :of the belly conftantly 
returned after tappiag, and fometimes the 
patients died very foon after the operation. 
The puncturing of the legs was likewife at. 
tended with danger. As evacuations then 
are commonly ineffectual, and even danger- 
ous, a medicine is, he thinks, much want- 
ed, which would produce,;fuch a change on 
the parts, as, after abforption, to prevent 
_ the farther extravafation of the fluid. ‘ He 
records two inftances of happy effects praduc- 
ed by mercury and bark, which he thinks may 
poflibly fuggeft fome ufeful hints on this im- 
portant fubjec&t. In the one of thefe, mercury 
was employed with great advantage againft 
an obftinate {welling of the limbs, which had 
continued for more than two years and an 
half, and had refifted other powerful reme- 
dies. In the other, the Peruvian bark was at- 


tended 
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tended with the happieft effefs in removing 
a copious difcharge of putrid faliva. + 
‘The laft fet difeafes of which Dr Stark 
treats, in this part of his work, are thofe of 
the head, nervés, and wufcles. Hie here. 
deferibes three cafes of fever with vielent 
phrenitic delirium, in which, upon diffestion 
after death, a confiderable quantity of a co- 
lourlefs liquid, not coagulable by heat, was 
difcharged from between the dura and pia 
mater, In thefe cafes, the violence of fym- 
ptoms was nearly in proportion to the quan- 
tity of lymph effufed ; from which Dr Stark: 
thinks it not improbable that they were oc- 
cafioned by the preflure of that liquor on the 
brain. He relates a cafe of apoplexy, in 
which, after very careful examination, no— 
morbid appearance in the brain could be dif- 
covered. 

From a defcription of the Sekanns which 
commonly attend the lofs of motion and 
feeling, he infers that the pains which ge- 
nerally precede recovery, point out the ufe of 
irritating and painful applications to the 
part; and he thinks that the eruption of 
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painful {pots indicates, in a peculiar. manner, 
the utility of blifters. 
In his remarks on the of 
remedies in difeafes of the head, he obferves, 
that.the-fenfe of: feeling, and: the power ‘of 
motion, were commonly increafed ‘after the 
application of blifters to the nape of the neck, 
or to the arms, when thefe parts were affett- 
éd, and to the os facrum, when the lower limbs 
were affeéted. The linimentum faponis rub- 
bed upon the parts, appeared to have a fimi- 
lar effe&. The fame effe& was alfo obferved 
to arife from eleétricity. After going into the 
warm bath, the pulfe rofe, and the ftrength 


wer 


of the limbs was fometimes increafed. Paint- 


ers, whofe wrifts were weak, found fome be- 
nefit from having repeatedly held their hands, 
and the lower parts of their arms, in the 
‘warm moift grains of malt. After hot media 
cines, fuch as volatile falt of harthhérn,; muf- _ 
tard feed, horfe-radifh root, gum-guaiacum; 
and fome others, a glowing was felt in the af- 
fe&ted parts, and was followed by fweating ; 
and, in fome cafes, when blifters alfo had been 
applied, the fenfe of feeling, and power of mo- 
tion, were perfectly reftored. After the ufe of 
Peruvian 


. 
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Peruvian bark and-fteel medicines; tremors and 
weaknefs of the limbs were diminifhed. Mufk, 
takén for fame time, to the quantity of a dram 
ind a half in thé day, produced an almoft per- 
fe& recovery in a woman who had been for 


three years fabjeéted to perpetual involuntary 


motions in hér ‘arms. In fomé fimilar cafes, 
opiates, with foetid guins and falt of harthhorn, 
feeméed to have’ very good effects: | 

> Dr Stark concludes this part of his work | 
with fome reniarks on the advantages which 
may be derived from the diffection of morbid 
bodies. Befides the fatisfa@tion and pleafure 
which a phyfician muft derive, by finding; 
from appearances after death, that he under- 
ftood a diforder, and treated it properly, he 
thinks there can be no doubt, that, by the 
united and continued efforts of induftrious and 
intelligent phyficians in this’ way, the know- 
ledge of difeafes may be very highly and ef 
fentially promoted. ‘Of this there is a high pro- 
bability, wheti itis confidered, that @ven the ac- 
cidental diflections of. anatomifts,” have led to 
‘feveral ufeful and neceffary methods of treat+ 
ing difeafes, which were formerly unknown ; 
and have likewife {hewn inuulity and im- 
L 2 propriety 
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propriety of nd common methods of prae- 
dee; 
The fecond part of this work, confitts of ex- 
periments on diet, ef which Dr Stark, poffefi- 
ing a degree of enterprize, and enthufiafm 
which has feldom been equalled, was himfelf 
the fabjeét, Thefe are detailed with minute 
exadinefs.. They are chiefly prefented to the 
reader under the form of tables, and will not 
admit of farther abridgement. Hence, al- 
though they be in their. nature highly intereft- 
ing, we mutt. content ourfelves with merely 
fentioning the conelufiens he has-dtawa from. 
fome of the moft important of them.. | 
‘Fhe trials here related, were with a: 
diet of bread and water. Upon an allowance: 
of twenty.ounces of bread and four pounds of 
water, he was hearty, and in good fpirits ; but 
as he fell away, and was often. hungry, he 
found it. neteflary to increafe itr. With an. 
allowance of thirty, ounces and two pounds of 
water, he ftill fell away very vifibly, though 
hearty in other refpeéts. He fometimes felt 
flight ficknefs, and want of appetite,. which 
went off after eating a bit of bread. Imagin. 
ing that this ficknefs. might be owing to an. 
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‘over proportion of liquid, he endeavoured, 
during a third period, to determine how much 
was abfolutely requifite. He found he could 
 -eafily eat a meal of ten ounces of bread, and 
was not at all thirfty, even for fome time after: 
But in two or three hours, an intolerable thir 
came on, which could not be allayed by lefs_ 
than ten ounces of liquid. During a fourth 
period, he eat thirty-eight ounces of bread, 
at five or fix times. His appetite in this way 
‘was not more than fatisfied; but if he ate 
that quantity at fewer ‘meals, it was fatiated. 
During this diet, ‘his ftools were generally of 
a fmooth ‘confiftence, and flimy furface; and 
he had rarely amy venereal defires. By ex- 
perimem, he determined the quantity of fali- 
va to be, whilft the parts were at reft, four 
drams; but whilft cating, five ounces four 
drams. 

His next experiments were with a diet of 
bread and water with fugar. After he began 
the ufe of fagar with his bread, he found 
that a fmaller quantity of liquid prevented 
thirft, than when he ate bread alone. With 
thirty ounces of bread, and eight ounces-of 
fagar, he found that two pints of liquid in the _ 

L3 
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day were fufficient to allay his thirft;: whereas 


when he ate thirty-eight ounces of bread 


without fugar, he found three pints and an 


half of liquid were abfolutely neceffary. . After 
he had continued this diet for about the {pace 
of a fortnight, he began to perceive {mall ul- 


cers about the infide of his cheeks. The 


gums were fwelled, red, and bled when prefl- 
ed with the finger; and the right noftril was 
jaternally red and purple,. and: very painful, 
After this, {majl purple ftreaks appeared 
his left fhoulder ; his appetite now failed, and 
he could not tafte fugar; which led-him.to — 
havé-recourfe to meat and wine. During the 
continnance of this diet, he had, in general, 
every day three of four liquid ftools, -contain- 
ing fome clear gelatinous fubftance ; and he 
felt but Jittle pain or wind in his bowels. But 
as thefe trials with the fugar were made after 


he had for a confiderable time liyed on bread 


and water alone, he had again recourfe tothe | 
yife of diet with fugar, after he’ was in perfeé& 
health. Upon this occafion, he continued the 
fugar for five days; but his gums were not in 
thie mallet degree 

His 
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His next trials. were with bread and water, 


with oil of olives. Two ounces of oil taken 


at.a meal, was fo large a quantity as to be 
difagreeable. Three ounces in the day oc- 


cafioned fome uneafinefs in his bowels, and - 


four ounces. griped him very, much. After 
continuing on this diet for fome time, his ap- 
petite was very much impaired, he was ate 
tacked with fevere loofenefs, and became fo 
weak as to be unable to walk acrofs the room. 
This led him to have recourfe to wine, bark, 
and animal food, by which he was foon per- 
feétly recovered. But this experiment was 
certainly much affeéted by the condition of 
his body when he began it, his gums at that 
time being in a difeafed ftate; and this had pro- 
bably confiderable influence on the following 
experiment, in which he employed milk. 
When he began the milk diet, his gums were 
ftill a little fwelled, but daily getting better ; 
but, afcer he had continued it for fome time, 
although they were not to appearance worfe, 
yet he frequently fucked blood from them ; 
and his finger, after touching them, had ag 
offenfive fmell. Under this dict his {tools be- 
game very mare, were forced off with great 
L 4 difficulty 
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difficulty and pain, and were covered with 
blood. He was however quite ftout and 
hearty, and had fometimes venereal defires. 
But thefe defires were much more confiders 
able, when he afterwards took daily from fix — 
to eight ounces of roafted goole. During 
the ufe of the goofe, as well as of the milk. 
. and oil, the weight of his body was at fome, 
periods increafed, at others diminifhed.. 
Dr Stark next relates many experiments 
- which he made with a diet of bread and wa- 
ter, conjoined with beef.‘ In fome of thefe 
he employed the lean, and in others the fat 
part of beef. The latter diet, after afcers 
- taining the quantity he could digeft, he found 
moft nourifhing and agreeable. | | 
He next contrafted a diet of flour, water 
and falt, with the fame articles, conjoined with 
a proportion of beef fuet. Under the for- | 
mer he loft weight; under the latter he gain- 
ed. When his pudding was made with the 
fuet, his appetite was fooner fatisfied, and his 
urine was diminifhed in quantity.. With the 
fame quantities of flour, water and falt, he 
afterwards employed four ounces of butter in | 
place of as much fuet. But, under this, in 


place 
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place of gaining, he loft weight confiderably. 
He became uneafy at ftomach from the ufe of 
it, had pain in his bowels, and foon after. — 
able beat in the fundament, and ftraining, 

even with fweating and trembling. He fuf- 
petted, however, tht in this experiment, the 
butter might have difagreed with his ftomach, 
_ from its not being intimately combined with 
the flour and water. He alfo imagined, that 
although i in this way it might difagree with 
the ftomach, yet the oil of butter, feparated 
from the other parts, might not have the 
fame effet. He therefore afterwards employ- 
ed freth butter and the oil of butter alter- 
nately, both being intimately mixed with the 
flour and water into a pudding. Buton thofe 
_ days in which the pudding was made with 
- butter, although he was quite well, and had 
a good appetite at breakfaft, he had no appe= 
tite for dinner. After dinner, he was drow- 
fy, thirfty, and obliged to drink more than 
his allowance. On thofe days again in which 
he ufed the oil of butter, he had a good ap- 
petite for dinner, and no thirft or uneafinefs- 
jn his bowels after it. But ftill he was not 


quite 
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quite fo eafy. as: he had been when he ufed 


the fame quantity of the oil of fuet. During 
this courfe of experiments, when butter and. 
the oil of butter were ufed alternately,- the 
weight of his body was increafed. a be? 
By thefe and fimilar experiments, Dr Stark 
attempted : to afcertain the nutritious quality 
of different alimentary matters; for he. tried 


in the fame manner the oil of marrow, roatft- 


ed fowl, roafted veal, bacon-ham, honey, and 
Chefhire cheefe. While he employed’ the laft 
of thefe articles, his belly became very bound ; 

he was feized with great uneafinefs in his 
bowels, and ‘univerfal diftrefs ; ; and notwith- 


- ftanding all that could be done for his relief 


by different medical friends, he died in the 
{pace of. a few days. 
That the intelligent and difcerning sender 


will derive ufeful fuggeftions from the differ- 


ent facts related in thefe experiments, can 


hardly, we imagine, be doubted. But at the 


fame time, it is not to be fuppofed, that they 
decidedly afcertain the comparative nutritious 


power of the ‘different articles employed as 
food for the human fpecies. The degree of — 


gutrition which different articles afford, is not 
ts 


. 
| 
| 
| 


1788." COMMENTARIES. 17t 
to be determined by a temporary -increafe or 


diminution of weight, even although proper 


allowance be made for every accidental in- 
creafe-or diminution of the difcharges. But 
befides this, the power of digeftion, both with _ 
refpeé to the quantity and quality of food, is 
nor only permanently varied in different ge- 
nera of animals, but even in different indivi- 
duals of the fame fpecies. Hence, experi- | 
ments-on any one individual, can never lead to 
a general conclufion; and efpecially when 
thefe have been performed in fuch quick fuc- 
ceffion, that the ftate of health induced by 
one, muft neceffarily have confiderable influ- 


ence on the refult of another. ' It is therefore 


from a numerous collection of accurate obfer- 


ations alone, that even a probable conclufion 


can be drawn. But the purchafe of this — 
knowledge would be too dear, were thefe ex- 
periments to be made at the sapere of valu. 
able lives. 

During the courfe of fome of thefe experi- 
ments on diet, Dr Stark inftituted alfo a feries 
of ftatical experiments, with the view of de- 
sermining the quantity of infenfible perfpira- 


sion. Thefe, alfo to the form of 


tables, 
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tubles, are fabjoined to the experiments, of 
which we have-already given fome account. © 
They were made chiefly durmg the month of 
December, and in weather confiderably va- 


‘tied, with refpe@ to temperature, moifture, 


and other circumftances. The number of ob- 
fervations made-during the courfe of each day, - 
fhews a wonderful degree of affiduity and at- 
tention. We cannot, however, here pretend 
to enter into particulars: But the general re- 
fult is, that in three hundred and fifty-five 
hours during the-day-time, the perfpiration 
was fix hundred and ninety eight ounces feven 
drops ; and that, in one hundred and ninety 
hours fifteen minuteé during the night, it was 
one hundred and ninety-fix ounces fourteen 
drops. After he began to mark exaély the 
quantity of urine, as well as ef perfpiration, 
it appears, that in one hundred and fixty-hine 
hours during the day-time, the perfpiration 
was, three hundred and twenty-four cunces 
two drops, the urine three’ hundred ounces 
fix drops ; and in one hundred and nine hours 


_ ahd forty minutes during the night, the per. 


fpiration was, one hundred and eleven ounces 


4 
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nine drops, the urine two and 
feven ouness fix drops. | 

There can be-litde doubt, chat the 
ty of thefe difcharges, as well as the propor- _ 
tion which the urine and perfpiration bore to 
each other, ‘would be much affefted by the 
diet which Dr Stark employed for.the.other | 
experiments which he was at this. time carry- 
mg‘on; and that therefore, they -are lefs fitted 
to fhow what may be called the natural ftate 
_ of thefe difcharges, than if he had been liv- 
ing in a different manner. He even obferves, 
that from this-table, the influence of certain 
kinds. of food upon perfpiration and urine, 
may, in fome degree, be afcertained :- But he 
ackstowledges, thar it can. be done imperfect. 
ly only. And he conclades them with remark- 
ing, that his experiments on this fubject were. 
made, not fo-much with.the hopes of deter- 
‘Mining any thing, as of ;enabling him to un- 
dertake fome :more-accurate and decifive exe 
periments. ; But of. his farther labours, the 
world were deprived by his untimely death. 
_” “Fis work is concluded with an account of 
Dr Stark’s laft illnefs, and death, which Dr 
Carmichael received from Dr Garthfhore, but 

which, 
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which was-written either by Sir John Pringle, 
or by Dr Huck Saunders. When proftcnt- 
ing his experiment with Chefhire al- 
ready alluded'to, he became very coftive’; and, 
on-Sunday,- February ‘1 8th ‘1770, was‘much 
affe&ted with pain of his head’and belly: 
courfe was firft had to blood-letting, and’ af- 
 terwards to: fome opening. medicines.» But- 
 thefe proving ineffetual, five or fix motions 
were proctied by the oleum ricini. But at 
his fymptoms continued, with oppreffion and 
ficknefs at-ftomach, it’ was fufpeéted that he 
had ftill fome load in his ftomach and bowels: 
He‘ was therefore advifed to employ a folution 
of emetic ‘tartar, with Rochelle This 
produced '‘fome vomiting, and frequent loofe 
ftools. -On the following day, the loofenefs 
continued, ‘and he had a great degree of .the 
anxietas preecordiorum. -To'check this loofe- 
nefs; the julepum ¢ Creta, with a proportion 
of laudanum was employed : ‘but: he became 
feverith and delirious, ‘and:died on the 2 of 
February.. 
His body was examined after death, by Mr 
Hunter ahd Mr Hewfon.'. Upon opening the 
abdomen; two of three ounces of waterwere 
found 
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found: ia -the-pel tis: the bladder contaified a+ 
bout fix ounces of urine, of a natural colour : 
the fmall-inteftinés appeared very red-and ine 
flamed, at particular: parts; and, upon opens 
mg them, this was found to be an affection of 
the glandule Peyeri. One -clufter--of thefe 
feemed ulcerated : fome of the glandulz fo- 
litarize were of the fize of a fplit-pea.- The 
myfenteric glands were likewife enlarged, and, 
when cut, ‘were very foft and tender.: 
ftomach; near its upper orifice, internally had 
the veflels of its villous coat tinged with blood, 
which- broke down on very flight preffare. 
The liver feemed rather fmall; the fpleen 
larger than common, but it had no morbid-ap- 
_ pearance. The kidneys had their veins fuller - 
of blood than ufual ; but the ureters and pel- 
vis .were-of a natural fize. The large intef- 
tines feemed to be quite found. In the tho- 
rax and pericardium, there was a colleétion of 
water larger than ordinary, . The lungs had 
feveral black fpots in différent parts ‘of their 
fubftance, from extravafated blood. . The 
heart :feemed flaccid,:and had no coagulom in 
it, the blood being fluid. ‘The dura-mater 
hyd no morbid appearance; but the veffels. 
of 
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of the pia mater had more moifture in the 
cellular membrane contiguous to them than is 
natural. ‘The ventricles contained each about 
- atea-fpoonful of water ;. and that in the left 
gland had feveral. earthy: particles in ix: the 


| appearance. 


How far al, or any of thele morbid appene- 
ances here defcribed, could be confidered. as 
the confequences of that feries of experiments 
to which Dr Stark fubjected himfelf; may be 
a matter of doubt ;, and it is even no fiefs uh- 
certain how far any of them were. immediate- 
ly connegted with the caufe of his death. 
There is, however, at leaft a high degree of 
probability, that he fell a victim to the regi-. 
men to which he fubjeéted himfelf : and,.as 
far as that train of experiments, which proved 
even fatal to him, can warrant any general 
conclufion, they ferve to demonftrate, that, 
with the human fpecies at leaft, a pleafant 
and a varied diet, is in a higher degree con- 
ducive to health, than a more ftriét and fimple — 
regimen. 
x. 
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y Difertoisn on on nthe Properties of which 
gained the Prize-Medal given by the Lyceunt 

--Medicum Londinenfe, for the year 1788 ; 
and was ordered to be printed for the ufe of 
the Society. By Everard Home, F. RS. 
and one of the Prefidents of the — 
4fo, London. 


“HIS pcize-differtation, treats 


of feveral particulars, of very confi. - 


derable importance in the pragtice of medi- 
cine. Prefixed to it is the following general 
title, which was probably the terms in which 
the queftion was propofed :—The peculiar 
2 properties of Pus, particularly thofe which die 
_ ftinguifo it from other fubftances ; the cafes in 
which it is formed ; the time of its formation j 
and the effets it has upon the body. 


_ As Mr Home profeffes it to be his chief 
objeé to inveltigate thefe differents points by 
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experiment, he does not reckon it neceffary 


‘ to enter into the confideration of the opinions 


of other authors, whether ancient or modern, 


. with refpe& to thofe fubje&s of which he 
propofes to treat. But he thinks it may not. 


be improper to mention, that the opinion 
oft petierally Feceived refpedtiny. the nature 
Of pus, Was it cdnipofed Borh-vf fo- 


Tids ahd Wuids. Tt was feppofed differ ma- 


terially from mucus; yer the difference *be- 
tween thet was by tio means Accurately: af- 
‘eertained. The principal mark of diftinétion 
adopted by many, Was, that a breach of fur- 
face was neceflary to the formation of pus, 
‘ut ‘not of mucus. But for this diftin&ion 
‘Mr Home thinks there is no foundation ; for 
the difcharge produced in confequence of a 
‘blifter being applied’to the furface of the bo- 
idy, is on all harids allowed tobe pus; and 


the appearance of ‘a difcharge produced from 
the fecreting furface of an interdal canal, 


‘when the'refult of common inflammations, is 


“exadtly fimilar to a difcharge in confequente 


of inflammation in any other part of the 
his the ‘only difference i is, 
thar 
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that the one is fuppuration. alone, the other 
fuppuration attended by ulceration, = 

_ He obferves, that through the whole of this. 
thquiry, coafders pus as a fluid, whofe 
formation depends upon a protefs in the ani-. 
mal ceconomy analogons to glandular fecre- 
tion. He does not, however, take to himfelf 
the merit of all the obfervations contained in 
this differtation, byt candidly. acknowledges; 
that having paid particular attention to the 
opinions of Mr John Hunter refpeéing pus; 
he has availed himfelf of his Clesrations a 
the prefent inquiry. 
_ It is at ptefent a very prevalent opinion; 
that inflammation, which has been fuppofed 
neceflary to the formation of pus, is attended 
with a preternatural degree of heat. But 
this opinion Mr Home confiders as ill-founded. 
In proof of this, he here’ relates eight expe 
timents, mentioned by Mr Huntet in his lec- 
tures. In thefe, thermometers were applied 
to different patts of animals bodies in a found 


ftate, and again to the fame parts after in- 
- flammation. had been excited in, them by 


ftimulatiag applications. From thefe experi 


— Home thinks it is evident tbat the 
M 2 by heat 
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lreat which place in a part the 
prefeace of inflammation, however confider-: 
able it may appear to our fenfations, is no 


. thore-than bringing it nearer to the ftandard 


heat of the fource of circulation ; and there- 
fore, in parts near the heart, we have no 
fach increafe ‘duriag that procefs; but in 
parts at a confiderable diftance, and in {mall 
projeéting parts, the heat is feund.to be ine | 
ereafed feveral degrees. He concludes, there- 
fore, that preternatural heat is by no means 
receflary for the formation of pus. 

Mr Home defines pus to be a whitith fluid 


- made up of globules, and of a tranfparent 


aqueous liquor. It may perhaps be thought 
improper to find fault with this definition, 
without offering one lefs exceptionable. But 
if the effential charaéteriftic of a definition 
be, that it diftinguifhes the fubje& to be de- 
fined, from every other, it will hardly be al- 


—leged. that this Lolds with refpe& to the pre« 


fent definition. But even allowing this de» 
finition to be defeétive, yet that defe& is fap: 
plied by the account which our author fab» 
joins of the properties of pus. It is, he.ebs _ 
ferves, nearly of the continence of creams 

it 
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it is of a white colour, has a mawkith tafe; 
and when cold is-inedorous, but when warm 
has a peculiar fmell. Examined by the mi- 
crofcope, it is found to confift of two parts 5 
of .globules, and ‘of a tranfparent colourlefs. 
fluid. The globules, he thinks, are probably 
white, at leaft they appear to have fome de- 
gree of opacity. Its {pecific gravity is great- 
er than thatof water; it does not readily go 
into putrefaGiion. Expofed to heat-it evapo- 
rates to drynefs, but does not coagulate. It 
does not unite with water in the cold of the 
atmofphere, but falls te the bottom ; yet in 
a confiderable degree of heat it rifes, 'diffufes 
through water, and remains mixed with it . 
even after having been allowed to cool, the 
globules being decompofed. 

_ OF this account of -pus, there are ‘ies 
particulars obvious to every obferver: others 
Mr Home has afcertained by his own experi- 
ments. But as this hiftory’ of pus might be 
deemed imperfe&, without giving fome ac- 
count of its chemical affinities and analyfis, 
he next mentions fome particulars refpecting 
shefe, extraéted from an inaugural differtation, 
at Leyden by De Bargnani in 1787. 
M 3 Pus 
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Pus potired upon the vitriolic acid fwims on 
the furface, and no effervefcence takes place 3 
but the mixture, upon ftanding for two hours, 


‘becomes. femi-opaque, and of a dark putple 


colour. When pus is added to ftrong nittotts 


acid, an éffervefcence takes place, and the 


mixture becomes firlt green, afterwards pel- 
lucid, and then yellow. - Mixed with phito- 
gifticated: muriatic acid) it not (Kein ‘at 
fir to unite with it, akthongh fome ‘plabetes 
of air are let loofe but in the <otirle of two 
days, the mixture becomes an homogenteasath- 
coloured iafs. Mixed with the fixed veserable 
alkali, in the form of olewth taftari per aelis 
quium, it is neither diffolved hor ¢oagwlated 
by it. A fmall portion in foludion 
with the fixed ulkali,,. forming a mitky 
fluid; the remaiddéer falls to thé' Bottom. 
Upon adding weak nitrous acid’to the 
tion, the pus is {¢parated in form ofa 


ath-coloured ‘fluid. By means ‘of the volatile 


alkali in a ‘dry ftaée, pus "becomes very 4 


“and upon the addition of water, Norio 


pus is feparated under the form of a vikid white 


. 
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film on the.top of the liquor... Cauttic 


 gile. alkali diffolyes a confiderable portion, of 


puss. and -ppon adding wares, .the pus is fe. 
pasated in ;the.form of a mucilage. Canftic 
Axed alkali wholly. diffolyes an equal quantity 
of pus, forming a very yifcid Muid ; but upoa 
adding water, it is all depofited. in a vifcid 
form... ‘Alcohol. , condenfes. pus, by uniting 
With. aqueous parts, but coague 
lages nor diflolves it. 

. Although pus, in a recent ftate, feems t to 
consain.- meither an acid nor an alkaline im- 


yet, ‘after remaining for fome 
gime-expofed to moderate degrees of heat, ir 


takes on other properties: it acquires a pun- 
gent imell; it changes the fyrup of violets to 
a:red colour; at .carrodes copper, turning it 
green; of an acid quality, 
taking.on ithe acetons fermentation: 

_ In the way of chemical analyfis, cight 
ounces’.and'.a half of thick yeHowith white 
puis, recent Mate, and without {mell; 
when .diftilled in a fand-heat never raifed 


_ aboye. .212°, yielded, on the firft day, 2 


limpid:iphiegm, at firft without any fmell, 
with the fmell of recent pus: 
M 4 the 
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the whole amoimied . to ‘feren ‘ounces’ two 


drams nine grains, ‘This phlegm contained 
neither an acid nor an alkali, ds appeared 


_ from its prodacing no change‘on the blue ¢o- 


Jour of violets ; and when 


evaporated wholly ‘like diftilled water. . 


After this phlegm, a vapour arofe by de- 
grees, with an empyreumatic fmell; and a freth 


. receiver being applied to the retort,'a’whitif 


phlegm, with an ungrateful fmell and tafte, 
was collected, to the extent of three drams. 
This fluid turned the infufion of violets‘ green, 
and formed a white precipitate, upon ‘being 
added to corrofive fublimate: evident proofs 
ef an alkali. With this phlegm,.a eonfider- 


able quantity of air was extricated. The heat 


being increafed, a little dry volatile falt:at- 
tached itfelf to the neck of the receiver)’ bat 
was foon diffolved oma removed bythe: vas 


pour. 


A phlegm with a fmell, anda. yeh 
lowifh oil, which from its weight fell to the 
bottom, weighing two fcruples fifteen grains, 
was colle&ed in another receiver. This oil — 
was empyreumatic, fluid, and free from. acidi+ 
not becoming folid in a moderate 
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The phlegm was found to contain a‘confider- 
able quantity‘of volatile alkali. Au oil after 
this’ began to: rife, of a deeper colour, 
eeedingly footid and empyreumatic, with a 
thinner yellow oil, with which it did not mix. 
fials, which -attached themfelves to the fides 
of the receiver. ‘The heat: being now raifed, 
till:the retort was ‘red: hot, a2 
mafs: was obtained of ‘the oil and dry falt, 
weighing two drams one fcruple. and ‘fifteen 
grains. Of this: mafs, one ‘fourth part was 
volatile alkali.. Thefe empyreumatic oils, as 
far as could be obferved, refembled anes a 
fimilar oil obtained from blood. 
"The retort: being cooled was 
found to contain a black, light, thining caput 
mortuum, which weighed three-dramis and five 
grains. This was put into a ¢cracible, and ex- 
pofed to a violent reverberatory fire for eight 
hours. . There remained eight grains of red- 


ith: brown ‘afhes, with an earthy tafte, not at 


all faline. Thefe:athes thewed a polarity, on 
the application of the magnet. . When the 
afhes were digefted in warm diftilled water, 
and the liquor ftrained and evaporated, no 
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fait’ could::h¢é: obtained from them. 
adding to witriolic acid, a fmall part waa 
diffolyed, like calcareous earth the greasn 


part, howsyer, was neither 
nor, mitsions. acids, 


she: aicve analyte Mr Home infers 
that pus is compofed of the fame material 
with ‘blood andi animal jelly... Bus he adds, 


"that a knowledge of thefe chemical properties 


gives us bitlitdeinformation sefpetting 
properties : which. diftinguith: pus from other 
tions. © 

of pus, Mr Home next méntians fome varie- 
ties in its appearance. Thefe: changes, he 
tells us, arife mare from indolence and icritan 
bility, than from-ariy abfolute dildafe, and de- 


pead upon what he ftyles:the fate of health 
and ftrength:of she parts yielding: pus. The 


pus.is made npaf globules and.faky pactjnies; 
floating in a tanfparent fluid; thefeigle- 
bules and fiakes:are. in different proportions, 
according to theidegree of indolence. This; 


‘be thinks, is pasticularly obfervable in fetos 


phulous abiceffes, preceded by 
stad 
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of inflammation. ' In isrieable fores,,the dif- 


charge, he obferves; .oftén thin, being prinr 


eipally made ap of an aqueous Auid,. poflefied 
bf an! ieritasixig: and conrdining few 
lobules. Such Yores are commonly attended 
with hesmorrhege from the finaller veflels; by 
which mehas,'the difcharge is very magerially 


altered in its properties, is sendéred acrid, aad 


He tells:us;:zhat both ine and 
purt muft ‘be in health, to form, good puss 
that very flight changes'in the general healely 
abe capable’ of sproduciag an alteration in jit, 
afd even of preventing its being formed.at all, 
amd: of fubdtituting in its. place. coagulable 
dily uloées of the Jower extremities, .as-the 
diftance of the. parts from the'fouree of cir 
culation senders them weaker aad he points 
curious arcumftance; ‘the influence 
which ditance alone from the heart, has ‘up- 
the appearance of :pus.: In proof :of-this, 
he. mentions the scafe of a man who hid.a 


ompound fraéture of ‘the dight Jeg, -an 
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in health, both ‘the fores looked well; bat 
upon an attack ofifever, the ulcer on the ancle. 


-ceafed to form good pus, although the matter 
_ from the fraGture continued to look well; and 
in twelve hours: more, the fame change had 


taken place in‘the fore of the compound frac- 


ture, which wae about. 
the leg than the ulcer, 


‘That diftance from the heart may have ins. 


' fluence on the appearance of pus, we will not 
venture to deny ; at leaft, we are anacquaint- 
ed with any fa&t which ferves to demonftrate 


the contrary. But, in our opinion, the doc- 


«rine is very far from. being proved by the cafe 
alluded: to. Ic is hardly neceffary to ob- 

~ ferve, that many: other reafons may. have here 
operated, befides diftance from the foucce of 
circulation ; and itis highly probable, chat the 
enon here taking place, may with ¢- 


qual probability. have been explained on may 


sy other grounds. If the ulcer of the one 
ancle, and fraéture.of the other leg, here,.took 
place at different times; this cafe might, with 

no lefs.juftice, have been:employed to prové 


tlie influence of the duration. ‘of. fuppuration — 


Tf: the: ulcer.-on 
the 
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ther, it might have been employed.to prove 


_ the influence of the fize. of an ulcer; and, 


at any rate,.. the difference of the diftance of 
the. two ulcerations: from the heart, was, 
in this cafe, but very inconfiderable. To 
eftablith the: doésine ‘here contended for, 
it fhould be fhown, that. diftance from the 
heart: has influence on the appearance of pus, 
if -not univerfally, at leaft generally. As far 
as our obfervation goes, however, this is by 
mo means the cafe. Hence we are inclined to 
think, that if diftance from the heart has any 
influence on the appearance of pus, that ine 
fluence is very generally more than counter- 
acted by other circumftances, 

our author afferts, has commonly 
fappofed to be of.a corroding quality. MrHome 


here relates fome experiments which he made, 


with a view of afcertaining the truth or fallacy — 
of this aflertion. He immerfed a portion of a 
mufcle, weighing exaétly one dram, in the mat- 
ter of a compound fraéture in the arm of a liv, 


* ing man; in fome of the fame matter contained 


in a glafs veffel; and in fluid calf’s-foot jelly, 
ia which the animal fabftance was pure, haviag 


the: one: leg. was: larger. than that on the o- 
i 
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neither wine ‘not vegetables mixed’ with it. 
Thefe three portioss of mufcle were takett: 


out onée every twenty-four hours, wathed int 


water, weighed, and returned again. Mr. 
Home here gives ws a particular account of 
the appearances obferyed on thefe examina-_ 
tions. Bat it is fafficient for us to obferve; 
that from ‘this and fimilar experiments, he 
_ found the affertion to be void of foundation, 

and to have arifen, from obfervers not having | 
ateended to the diftinétion between pus in 2 
pure ftate, and when mixed with other fub« 
Rances. This conclufion we are inclined to 
think is well-founded: But at the fame time; 
irdoes not appear to us to be different from thé 
common opinion. For although vitiated pus; 


ais whether it has acquired that ftate from the mix: 


ture of other matters, from the condition in 
which it is feparated by the veffels of the ul: 
cer, or from changes which it has undergone 
after feparation, has been imagined to be ors 
rofive, and probably ioften not without good 
reafon; yet mild and bland pus has commoné 
ly ‘been confidered rather as a balfamic appl 
than thing elfe. | 

According 
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According #6 Mr Home; the property 
Which chiefly‘ charaderizes pos, aad diltine 
guifhés it frofi’ moft other fabtances, and 
which was firft pointed out by Mr Hunter, 
fs its being ‘cémpofed of globules. While 
this appearanee, difcovered by the micro- 
feope, diftinguifies pus fromm other fub{tances, 
it ‘fhews its ‘great affinity to -other -ani 
wal ‘fecrétions, although manly circum 
Rances it differs from them. Pus, our au 


thor obferves, differs from blood in the co- 


four of the ‘globules, in their not being foleble 
in water, which thofe of blood are, and from 
the fluid in which they fwim being coagulable 


by a folution of fal ammoniac, which ferumis 


not. %t differs from chyle, in its globules 
being larger, not coagulating by expofure to 
air, ‘nor by heat ; ‘which thofe of chyle -do. 
‘It differs ‘from the pancreatic juice, in the 
‘globules of that fluid being much fmdller 
than ‘thofe of pus. -Mitk, he tells us, is com- 
pofed of ‘globules nearly of the fame fize-as 
_ thofe ‘of pus, ‘but much more -numerous. 
‘Milk coagulates by runnet, which pus docs . 
‘not; and it contains oil and fugar, which are 
‘to be difcovered ‘in pus. If thefe’itti- 

crofcopical 
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erofcopical obfervations refpeGing. pus. be 


well-founded, it will readily be. allowed, that 
they throw much new light on the nature of 


. this.fluid. 
In Mr Home’s opinion, the cafes in which 


pus is formed, are all reducible. to.. one, 


_ which is the ftate of parts confequent to in- 


flammation. Inflammation, he thinks, is not 
only the forerunner, but the. abfolute caufe 


of the formation of pus; and on this fubje& 


he adopts an idea which he confiders as new, 
and as peculiar to Mr Hunter: That, viz. 
the veffels of the part, take on the nature of 
a gland, and fecrete:a fluid which beeomes 
pus.” ‘That Mr Hunter may not have bor- 
rowed this idea from any other perfon, .we 
think is by no means improbable ; but, at the 
fame time, there can be no doubt, that in 


this idea he has been long fince anticipated. — 
To prove this, not to mention authors of 
‘Tater date, we need only quote the words 


of Dr Simfon, in his elegant Differtationes 
de re Medica, publithed more than fixty 
years ago. He fays, “ Quod fi jam pifum vel 
ejufmodi quid in plage fauces injiciatur fimul- 
que arceatur aeris contagium, efficitur..ut pus 
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Hud quamdia voles fluats prorfus ut hoc pido 
repente exiftet nova 
glandnla.” 

In infammation, Mr Home contends, that 
thete is not only an enlargement of veffels; 
end that this enlargement takes place in the 
gréatelt degree in the veins, but that the 
{mall vefels become more numerous, in con- 
fequence of new ones being formed: and, 
from a cafe of ftrangulated hernia, of which 
he relates the circumftances, he infers, that 
fuch a new growth may take place even in 
iefs than the {pace of twentysfour hours. 
The circumftances of that cafe, in his opi- 


pion, fhow, that inflammation forms a vafeu- 


lar furface, upon which pus is afterwards de- 
pofited.. Hence lie thinks it highly proba~ 


ble, ‘that the newly formed parts are or- 


wae at to fecrete pus. 

In treating of the time required’ for the 
formation of pus, he obferves, that in cafes 
of wounds made iato mufcular parts, where 


dlood-veffels are divided, the firft procefs 


‘which takes place is the extravafation of red 
‘blood ; the fecond, is the exudation of coagu- 


lymph, which afterwards becomes vaf- 
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cular ; the third, the formation of ‘matter, 
| . which in general does not take place: in lefs 
than two days. He relates an experiment, 
- ‘ however,. made by the application of a {mall 
bliftering: plafter to the pit of the ftomach of 
a healthy young man, which he thinks proves 
that pus may be formed in about twenty-four 
hours. From another experiment, made by 
introducing a bougie into the urethra ‘of an 
healthy. young man, he infers, that the time 
required to form pus on a nas oe 
appears to be five hours. ) 
He next endeavours. to thé 
changes which this fuid undergoes, from the 
time of its leaving the extremities of the vef- 
fels which form it, till it becomes that thick 
fluid which we find upon fupparating fur- 
faces. After feveral unfuccefsful trials in dif- 
a ferent ways, to colleé the fluid in the various 
— ftates of its formation, he ufed {mall pieces of 
very fine lamelle of talc, -which,. although 
{ubftances, were, from their thinnefs, 
very light; and having a fmooth polithed fur- 
face, gave lefs irritation than any other fub- 
ftance he could devife. From. different ex- 
periments, 


| 
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periments, made by means ‘of this. fabftance, 
he Be the following conclufions : | 

. That the fluid formed during expofure, 
is yee pus at the time of its formation ; and 


‘that it afterwards goes through no changes 


which give it the leaft refemblance to that 


. 2. That pus, at its formation, is not glo- | 


bular; but a tranfparent fluid, of a confiftence 
refembling gelly ; and that: the globules are 
formed whilft lying the of 


fore. 
3. That finid ts once feparated 


from the veffels, its becoming ‘globular is a 
change taking place within ‘rfelf, independ- 
of the fore which fecretes it. 


+4. That thefe globules are formed in :a 


fhorter -when the’ is | 


“And; stblys That ‘the time ‘for 
the formatién’ of pus, in ‘the ftate we com. 


| monly find it upon a healthy fore, varies .ae- 
cording to and is five to 


The aft fubje& of which Mr Horne treats, 


is the effects’ which matter: produces on the 


N 2 body. 
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body. He confiders pus as effential to the 
formation of granulations in wounds, which 
are kept from healing by the frit intention ; 
and to the filling up of cavities which are ex- 
pofed. But he confeffes higfelf ignorant 
what the particular effeéts are, by which pus 
either gives rife to the procefs of forming 

granulations, or afifts that procefs. 
The abforption of matter has Jong, he ob- 
ferves, heen confidered as a caufe of many 
difeafes ; but he thinks, that the effeét is nat 
fafficiently general, to arife from fach a caufe, 
fince inftanees of matter being abforbed oc- 
eur daily, where go ill confequences whatever 
-are prodyced upon the conftitution. Many 
of the confequences attribyted to the abforp- 
tion ef pus, fuch as general wafting of tlie 
body, heétic fever, and the like, ase rather, 
he thinks, to be attributed to the debilitating 
-effeéts of a long continued difeharge, or a 
conftant irritation preying upon the conftitu- 
tion, and in the end becoming the caufe of 
-eonttitutional difeafes. It would here be fo- 
reign to our bufinefs, to enter into a contro- 
verfy which has been the fubjeét of much dif- 
pute. But if it be on the one hand alleged, 
that 
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that theré are many talhences of matter abe 
forbed without he&ic fever; on the other 
hand it may be contended, that there are 
often long continued difcharges, and conftant 
irritation, where no hettic fever takes place 
and that the moft acute hettic fever is the 
confequence of the fuppuration of tubercles, — 
from which a very {mall quantity only of vitiated 
pus is difcharged, and from which there does 
mot appear to be any confiderable irritation, 
Although, therefore, it may be allowed, that 

_ pus, in a mild and bland ftate, is either not 
abforbed, or, although abforbed, is innocent ; 
yet we cannot help thinking, that from the 
abforption, vitiated pus, or, to ufe the words 
of our author, of pus having fome extra- 
neous fubftance mixed with it, the worft con- 
fequences often arife. 

From the whole of this inveftigation, Me 
Fiome concludes that the opinion, of pus 
being a fecretion, is a juft one. This opi- 

nion is, he thinks, fupported by its chemical. 
| analyfis, from which it is found to contain 
fimilar fabftances with the blood ; by its being 

free from any tendency to putrefaction in a 

recent ftate; by its having no power of ir- 

N 3 ritating 
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ritating the parts which form it; by the va- 
riety of its appearances according to the 
ftate of the conftitution at the time, fimilar — 
to fecretions which are affected. by very 
flight changes in the general habit; by 
its being readily abforbed into the .circu- 
lation, without producing any ill effe& upon 
the conftitution, as happens of fecretions ; 
by its being compofed of globules fwimiing 
in a tranfparent fluid, as is the. cafe :with 
many fecretions ; and laftly, by its being thin- 
ner at the time of its léaving the veflels than 
afterwards, fimilar.to fecretions in géneral. . 
- From the analyfis now given of this differta- 
tion, it will appear that we do not altogether 
adopt the fentiments of the author ‘in: every 
particular. Yet the reader will readily dif- 
‘cover, that it contains many ingenious cone 


jeétures, deduced from actual experiment, _ 


which are not unconnected with circums 
ftances of importance in practice, 


‘ 
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XI. | 


A Defcription of all the Burfe Mucofe of the. 
- Human Body ; their Structure explained and 
— compared with that of the Capfular Liga- 

ments of the Foints, and of thee Sacs which 
_ dine the Cavities of the Thorax and Abdo- 
men: with. Remarks on the Accidents and 
Difeafes which affect thofe feveral Sacs ; 
and on the Operations neceffary for their 
Cure. Illuftrated with Tables. By Alex- 
_ ander Monro, M. D. Profeffor of Phyfic, 
_ Anatomy, and Surgery, in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh ; Fellow of the Royal College of 
_ Phyficians, and of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh; and Fellow of the Royal Aca- 
_ demy of Surgery of Paris. Folio, 
burgh. | 


N an introdu@ion prefixed to this work, | 
Dr Monro obferves, that although the 
ergans of which he is here to treat, form 2 


N4 very 
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- ed, even by the lateft and moft accurate ana- 
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very curious part of our ftruéture, the know- 


ledge of which is important in ‘praétice ; yet 
the fubjeé& has been unaccountably overlook- 


tomifts, and; of courfe, is little underftood by 
phyficians and furgeons. Some of them, in- 
deed, were difcovered by Winflow and Albi» 
nus, who were the firft to give them the mame 
of Barf Macofe. Bat theit knowledge of 
them was very imperfect; and from the writ- 
ings of Albinus fucceeding anasomifts have . 
chiefly copied, without attempting to throw 
any new light upon the fubjeé&. From thefe 
circumftances, 2 pretty full analyfis of. this 


work might here be natarally expe&ed,: But 


as the work confifts chiefly of tables, arid an 
explanation of thefe, a defcription i words 
could convey to: our readers but a faitit idea 


of the organs here reprefented. We matt 


therefore content -ourfelves with merely men- 
tioning fome of the moft important partieu- 
lars, efpecially thofe which have am immre- 
diate reference to practice. 

Dr Monro begins this work with a few gee 
neral obfervaticns on the number, fitwation, 
and conneétion of the burfe. He next de-- 

{cribes 
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che oF all of then, 
wich a tubles, which teprefent 
them of thelt nattral fize. After thar, he © 


“etplaing acctitately the ftra@ure of cach part 


which e¢titers the compofition of the 


and computes their ftroéture firft wich 


thar of the capfuldr ligaments of che joints, 
aiid thétr ‘with tliat of thofe facs which line 
the edtitaifiing pated of the thorax and abdo- 
mei’; and he coficlides, with treating of the 


of the dangetous inflatnthation which 


generally follows wounds that penetrate into 
the cavities of the fhut facs, and of the man- 
né? Of preventing this, 

Thefé faes, as far as Dr Monro’s ahatomi- 
cal inveftigations have yet’ gone, are to be 
met With in the éxtfenticies of the body only. 
He hds found about one hundred and forty 
of them in all; thirty-three in each of the 
fuperior, and thirty-feven in each of the ifi- 
feriot extremities. Many of them are placed 
entirely on the inner fides of the tendons, be- 
tween thefe and the bones; many others co- 


ver not offly the innér, but the outer fides of — 


the tendons, or are ‘interpofed between the 
pendons gnd external parts, as well as be- 


tween 
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tween thefe and the bones: fome are fituated 


between the tendons and the external parts; 
fome between contiguous tendons, and others. 


been the tendons and ligaments of the joints. 


A few are. interpofed where the procefles of. 
bones play upon the ligaments, or where 


one bone plays upon another. Where two 


or more fendons are contiguous, and after. 
wards feparate from each other, a: burfa 
"commonly found divided into branches, with. 


which it communicates; and a few burfz, of 
contiguous tendons, communicate with each 


other. ‘Some hburfe, even in young and 
healthy children, communicate with the cavi-. 


ties of the joints; and in many old perfons, 
Dr Monro has obferved communications, 


formed by ufe, or worn by friétion, although - 


there had been no lamenefs or complaint of 


pain made by the perfon on wand account 
during life. 


_ There is, Dr Monro obferves, fome little 
difference, in different perfons, with regard to. 
the manner in which contiguous facs commu-- 
nicate with each other, or with the cavities. 
of the joints: And he has, in particular,.ob-_ 
feryed, that a burfa as large as a hen’s egg, . 

| which 
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which is placed behind the tendons of the 
extenfors of the leg, has, in fome perfons, 
no communication with the cavity of the joint 
of the knee; but in the greater number of 
children, as well as adults, he has found an 
opening large enough to allow one or two 
fingers to pafs from the burfa into the joint. _ 
_ After thefe general obfervations, Dr Mon- 
ro next proceeds to. delineate, more particu- 
larly, the fize, fhape, fituation, conneétions, 
and communications of particular burfe, by 
reprefentations of them given in engravings 
as large asthe life. The firft table repre. 
fents the burfee mucofz, feen in the fore part _ 
of the fuperior extremity ; the fecond, thofe 
feen on the back part of the fame extremity : 
the third reprefents the burfz mucofe which 
appear on a fore view of the inferior extre- 


- mity; the fourth. reprefents thofe which are 


feen about the knee joint, on the removal of 
the patella from its natural fituation ; the 


- fifth reprefents thofe which are feen on the 
back part:of the inferior extremity ; and the 


fixth, thofe on the fole of. the foot. . The. 
feventh table contains three figures, in which 
holes worn by ufe in the liga- 

ments 
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iments of elderly perfons, by which thé ca 
vities of their joints communicated with thofe 
of the burfz. In the eighth table he repre- 


- fents the ftro@ure of the fat, and of fimbrie 


conneéted with maffes of fat, obferved 
in the cavities of the joints and barf. Ia 
table ninth he reprefents many cartilagitiotit 
bodies which he found within the cavities of 
the joints, burf, and other fhut facs; And 
in his tenth and laft table, he reprefents the 
inteftines eroded in one cafe, and punctured 
in another; in both of which cafes, the ai? 


effafed produced fatal confequences, 


| To thefe delineations, Dr Monto fubjoii 
fome general obfervations on the ftructure of 


the burfe. He obferves, that the propet 


membrane of the burfa is thin arid tranfpa 
rent, but very denfe, and capable of confin- 


ing air, or any other fluid; that it is joined 


to neighbouring parts, by common cellulat 
fubftance; and that, between the burfa and 
the hard fubftante of the bone, a thin layet 
of cartilage, or cough membrane, is very gé& 
nerally interpoféd. To the cellular fubftaneé 
on the outfidé of the burfa, the adipofe fub- 
ftance is connefted, excepting where the buré 

; fa 
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fa covers a tendon, carsjlage, or bone, much 
expofed to preflure and fri@ion. He remarks, 
that in feveral places, a mafs of fat, covered 
with the continuation of the membrane of the 
burfa, projests into its cavity ; and in all fuch 
places, the membrane covering the fatty fub- 
ftance has 3 red colour, from the number af 
blood-veffels which rua on its quter fide, or 
between it and the fat; and from the extre- 
mities of thefe fatty fubftances, fringes pro- 

jet. The inner fide of the membrane of the 
burfa is not only fmooth, but, by the copious 
fecretion of a lubricating liquor, is rendered 


extremely flippery, 


Dr Monro next enters into a comparifon of 


the ftru&ture of the burfz with that of the 


eapfular ligaments of the joints. He ob- 
ferves, that the more attentively this com- 


parifon is purfued, the more joft and per- 
fe& their agreement will be found; that 


the internal membrane of the ligaments and 


joints, like that of the burfe, is thin and 
denfe; that it is conneéted to the external li- 
gaments by common eellular fubftance; that 


_ between it and the bones, layers of cartilage, 
erthe are interpofed ; tha 
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ae: “He has found, by the affiftance of 


‘at the fides of the joint, where it is not fub- 
jeéted to violent preffure and fri@ion, the adi- 
‘pofe fubftance’ is conneéted with the cellular 


‘membrane ; that within the cavities of the 


joints, there are fimilar maffes of fat projee- 


‘ing, covered with fimilar blood-veffels, and 


with fimilar fimbriz, or fringes, hanging from 


their edges; that in the knee, the upper part 
‘of fach a mafs of fat forms what’ has been 


called the mucilaginous gland of the joint, and 
the under part of it projects into the burfa 


‘behind the ligament which ties the patella to 


the tibia ; that the liquor which lubricates the | 
burfx, has the fame colour,’ confiftence and 


‘properties, as that of the’ joints; ‘both being 


alfo affetted in the fame manner by heat, mi- 


~nmeral acids, and ardent fpirits ; ; and that, i in 
‘fome plices, the burfse conftantly” communi- 


cate with the cavities Qf the j me, in — 


| they generally do fo. 


‘To render the famenefs of the ftruéture of 
the burfa and capfular ligaments ftill more e- 
vident, he next mitnutely. defcribes the appear- 


: ance of the feveral organs fuppofed to furnith 


that lubricating liquor, which has been éalled 


the 
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the microfcopé;'that the fat; in'all parts of the 
body, is lodged™ia'folicles,’ the’ diameter of 
each of -which does not exceed the fix hun- 
dredth part of an inch ; yet their blood-veffels 
may be filled’ with ‘coloured injéttions. He 
minutely defcribes and reprefents, i in his eighth 
table, the fimbrit or fringes which hang with- 
in the burfe, from maffes of fat. 
But he denies that there are any kriotty, gra- 
nulous,’or glaadular bodies lodged, as has ge- 
nerally been fuppofed, within thefe maffes, to 
which: the fimbriz are fubfervient, as-being 
duéts to thefe glandular bodies, as fome have 
alleged. He therefore gives it as his opi- 
nion, that the fynovia feems to be furnifhed by 
invifible exhalent arteries, by the daéts of the 
fimbriz, and by oil exfuding from the adi- 
pofe folicles by paflages not yet difcovered. 
He thinks‘thefe paflages muft be very minute; 
not only becaufe they are not to be feen with 
_ the microfcope; but becaufe the oily matter is fo 
wellincorporated with the mucilaginous, as not 
to be diftinguifhable, even with the microfcope, - 
in the form of globules: ‘And he adds, that . 
as, in thefe facs, the fat feems to be mixed 
incorporated with the mucilage,. it would 


perhaps 
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Seto taken from the bur- 
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unguingf@, than busfa 

The famenets of the and proper 
ties of the burfe mucofee, and capfular ligar 
ment of the joint, is, Dr Monro thinks, fur- 
ther proved, by the effeds produced 
them, from ufe, accident, eperation end dif- 
gafe, In old pesfons, he has often found 2 
hole worn, both in the membrane of a burla, 
and of a contignous ligament; by which a 
communication was opened betweeg their ca- 


vities. . But notwithftanding this, during life, 


there was no complaint of paia, or. fiffnefs 


of the joint. He has frequently obferved an 


effafion of finid into the cavities of the joints, 
and of the burt, from the fame ¢aufts, or 
in confequence of the fame difeafes; as nat 


happens ja shepmatic, gonty, and 
fcrophylons cafes. Cartilaginous bodies have 
repeatedly obferved by furgeons in the 


cayity of the knec joint; anda few have been 


taken ont, after cutting into the cavity. of 
the joint. Jn like manner, Dr Monro has 
found cartilaginous bedies formed withie the 


burf of the writ, after violent fprains; and 


he, 
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fg, many of which he delipeates. ia his. ninth 
table, not only refembled thofe taken from the 
joints in their confiftence, bur alfo in their in. 
ternal ftru@ure ;.for both, when cut, feemed 

compofed of lamellz. In the laft places. 

‘as a.mark. of refemblance between the capfu- 
lar ligaments and Dr Monro obferves, 
that the. ,and. ligaments correfpond re- 
markably, in haying litle fenfibility in a found 
ftate of the body, and in acquiring a great 
degree of it by inflammation. In proof of 
this, he uot only quotes fome obfervations 
and experiments from Dr Haller and others, 
but alfo relates feveral cafes falling under his 
. Own obfervation, in which the refemblance, i in 
point of fenGbility, between the burfe mu- 
cof, or vefice unguinofe, and capfular ligae 
ments of the joints, was very: manifeft. 
_ After comparing the ftrufiyre of the 


with that of capfular ligaments, he next 


sompares,jt with that of the pleure, pericar- 
ding, end He allows, that we 
go not find, in thefe, as im the capfolar liga- 
qucmts and fimbrig, or fringes, projett- 
sng from the which the faty 
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taining red blood, are difperfed in the cellular 


_fabftance between the fat and. thefe’ mem- 


branes. And from thefe circumftances, He 
thinks it probable, that the liquor -fecreted 


-imto the joints: and burfe, differs from that 


poured into the cavities of the thorax and ab- 
domen: Bur notwithftanding this, there is, he 
affirms, a confiderable refemblance of ftruc- 


ture; for although thefe, m their found ftate, 


have little fenfibility, yet wounds of them pro- 
duce a high degree of inflammation, attended 
with the moft dangerous confequences. 

The importance of this particular in prac+ 
tice, naturally leads him, in the next place, to 
treat of the caufe of that dangerous inflam- 
mation which generally follows the wound of 
a hut fac, and of the manner of preventing it. . 
‘Different confiderationg long fince led him to 
fappofe, that the bad fymptoms were much 
more owing to the admiffion of ‘air, than to 
the mere divifion of the folid or membranous 
parts. Hence he’has, for many years, in his 
le&tures, inculcated the advantages which ate 
‘tend the exclufion of the air from the deep 
receffes of the body, in performing ‘different 

operations, ‘and in treating wounds accident- 
ally 
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ally infli€ted. . As a proof and illuftration of 
this, he makes feveral, remarks on the extracs 
tion of cartilaginous bodies from the capfules 
of joints; on the operation of the trepan; on 
the paracentefis of the thorax and abdomen, 
which, in two cafes of air effufed by the rup- 
ture of the lungs and inteftines, was performs — 
ed by his.dire&tion ; on the €zfarean opera- 
tion ; and on the high and lateral operations of 
lithotomy. He fhews very clearly, that in all 
thefe, the danger may be much leffened, by 
-—ufing every means to exclude the air from the 
‘wound during the, operation, and by after- 
-wards ftitching the integuments, in. different 
cafes, more has been common-+ 
ly pradtifed. .. 
But, after taking notice chef, he treats 
{till more particularly of the operation for in- 
-Carcerated ruptures; and he. here defcribes a 
method of operating in hernia, which, he is 
-perfuaded, from fuccefsful trials in different 
-€afes,: as well as from reafon ; and analogy, 
would render this operation far dangerous 
than it has hitherto proved, in the hands even 
the .moft experienced and dexterous furs 
After making. fome_ remarks on ‘the 
O2 "method 
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method of performing this operation recom- 
mended by Mr Pott, which he quotes and 
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eonfiders, not as being more cenfurable than 
that of others, but becaufe, from the high re- 
putation which the author has juftly acquired, 
it is very generally adopted in Britain, he con- 
cludes, that the danger of the operation is 
not owing to the mere divifion of the tendon, 


er of the peritoneum, but that it depends | 


chiefly, and almoft folely, on the handling of 


the bowels, and on the expofure of thefe, 


and of the inner furface of the fac, to the air. 
In place, therefore, of laying open the herni- 
ary fac its whole length, he propofes merely 
to cut the ftrifture made by the tendon, and 
then to reduce the bowels, by. preffure, pof 
ture, or agitation, if neceffary. 

If indeed it be certain that the bowels-are 
mortified, the neceflity of opening the fac is 


evident; but if there be the fmalleft chance 


that the inflammation may terminate without 
mortification, he thinks it equally certain, that 
nothing can be fo pernicious as opening-the 
fac, and that the bowels ought to be return- 


‘ed, without expofing them to the air. ' After 
Dr Monro had for fome time reafoned in this 
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mantier, opportunities occurred for his dirett- 
"ing it to be put in praétice: And he here re- 
_fatés four cafes in which the operation was 
performed in this manner; in all ef which, the | 
patients recovered without a finglée bad fymp- 
tom, although, before the operation, they 
feemed to be in very great danger. From 
aftual praétice, therefore, as well as from rea- 
_ foning, he concludes, that many lives would 
be faved, by adopting the following rules, in 
the operation for hernia. 
___ If the furgeon be not called till the bowels 
are evidently ia a ftate of mortification, the 
method commonly recommended, of opening 
the fac, is to be followed ; but if he be called 
in proper time, the operation fhould confift 
merely in taking off the ftrifture, by cutting 
the tendon. If, however, after dividing the 
tendon, the bowels cannot be eafily returned 
into the abdomen, there may be reafon for 
fafpe&ing that they are confined by a ftri@ure 
of the neck of the fac, which muft therefore 
be, in the next place, removed. After this, 
the bowels are to be returned, by preflure 
upon the fac, without opening it further; 
and. the wound in the fkin is to be ftitched 
fo 
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fo accurately, as to prevent the accefs of the 
air. 
-. How far Dr Monro has in this treatife de- 
{cribed all the burfce mucofz, or how far the 
defcription he has given of thefe, is altoge- 
ther free from error or miftake, we will not 
pretend to fay. But there can be no doubt, 
that an accurate anatomical inveftigation of 
thefe organs, is a fubje& of confiderable 
importance; and that the prattical remarks 
thrown out in different parts of this work, 
deferve the moft ferious attention, 
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XII. 


Pharmacopeia Collegii Regalis Medicorum | 
Londinenfis. Londini. | 


HERE is perhaps no braach of medi- 
cine, which, during the courfe of 
the prefent century, has undergone more 
material reformation, than that which re- 
fpeéts the preparation and compofition of me- 
dicine. At one period, the numerous and 
confufed farrago of articles which entered al- 
moft every formula, rendered it often impof- 
fible to fay, on what particular article the aéti- 
vity of the compofition depended ; and it not 
unfrequently happened, that by one article 
the attive powers of another were either to- 
tally altered, or completely deftroyed. But, 
for a confiderable number of years paft, a 
much greater degree both of fimplicity and 
has taken place. 
+. To 
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To this reformation, the pharmacopceias 
of the Edinburgh College, publithed in 1744, 
and of that of London, publifhed in 1746, 
contributed in a very high degree. But 
even fince that period; it may readily be fup- 
pofed, that in confequence of many new dif- 
coveries,. particularly in chemiftry, ai dp: 


portunity fhould have been afforded for 


{ 


ny important alterations. Accordingly, the 
Edinburgh College; availing of 
thefe diftoveries and improvements, haVe, 
Ga three different otcafions, Viz. itt 1756; 
in 1774, and in 1783; publithed new edi- 
tions of their pharmacopceia, with ¢onfider- 
able alterations and ¢orte@ion’. “But, ford 
period of forty-two yedts, the London Col. 
made no alteration upon their 
copecia; although it is not fo be imagined; 
that the operative ‘chemifts and apérhétaties 
neglefted to take advantage of thofe reforit< 
ations in the preparation of different articfés; 
which more accurate chemical knowledge hid 
pointed out. 
From this circumftance, an improved tdf. 
tion of the London pharmacopetia was arixi- 
oufly defired by every intelligent medical 
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pracitioner. Bat the lomg delay which had 
caken plate, wat a preat objettion to this, be: 
cxtife the changes which now appeared to be 
Weré fo ndmetous. The neceffity, 
of 4 tiew pharmacopeeia (for others 
“WHE it not poflibly continue to be the 
ftanidard of praftice) became fo obvious, that 
this necefiity Gvercamie every other objeftion 5 
thé witiced labours of the London Collegé 
of phyficianis; probably aided by fome judi« 

phatmaciatis, into whofe hands their 

fpetitnen; and fpecimen alterum, mentioned 
in former Volumes of thefe Commentaries, 
Were put, has at length produced a verye- _ 
laborate and mafterly work. And although | 
it Would be abfurd to view it as perfefly un- 
éiteptionable in every particular, yet we 
Rave no doubt, that by much the greéateft 
part of thofe alterations which have beeh ts 
made, aré highly beneficial both to the phy- | 
fician, the apothecary, and the patient. - 

We are indeed: aware, that_the fame fas 

Vourable fentinients aré not univerfally enter. 
tained, with refpe& to the prefeitt edition of 
the London pharmacopeeia. Nor is this won: 
vat when we confider how avesfe’ fome 
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are'to every change, even. although obvioully 
and to a high degree for the better, efpe- 
cidlly if it cofts them the fmalleft additional 
exertion of judgment or recolleétion; and 
‘where fo many changes have taken place, as 
between the prefent and the former edition of 
the London pharmacopceeia, this muft necef- 
farily he the cafe to no inconfiderable degree. 
The labour attending this work, as well as 
the difficulties it muft occafion to fome pratti- 
tioners, would have been much diminifhed, 
had the reformation which has now taken. 
- place been introduced in a‘ more gradual 
manner. It is therefore to be hoped, that 
the London College will not again allow fo 
long a fpace of time to intervene, without | 
accommodatirg their work to the difcoveries 
which are gradually brought to light: and it 
is hardly poffible to fuppofe, that eight or 
ten. years can elapfe without affording fuffie 
cient grounds for a new and improved edi- 
tion of any pharmacopeeia. By this. gradual 
mode of introducing improvements, both the 

labour of the reformers, and the eafe of 
_ praétitioners in general, will be materially 


| 
4 
| 
at 4 
| 
; ‘3 
4 
it 
i 
| 
a 
| 
} 
‘ 
| i 
| P| 
| 
fii’ 
confulted, 
1 The 
4 
é 
3 | : 


1988 “COMMENTARIES. 
- The work now before us; is of fuch: a na- 


ture. as hardly to admit of an analyfis.. We. 


might indeed give an account to our readers 
of every change which has been made from 
the laft edition, and of the advantages and. 
difadvantages which, in our opinion, will re- 
fault from it ; but even this would rather be 
a tedious than an-inftrudtive We 
therefore content ourfelves, after the charac- 
ter which ‘we have already given of this 
work, with making a few general remarks 
upon the changes which have taken place, 
defcending to particulars only in thofe cafes 
where the changes are of the greateft im- 


portance. 
_ The-order followed in the prefent edition, | 


deviates very little from that of the former. 
The firft part of the work is a lift of the 
materia medica, arranged in alphabetical or- 
der. From the prefent lift, about fifty arti- 
cles are rejeé&ted, which had a place in the 
former ones ; and from the exclufion of moft, 
if not all of thefe, we may venture to affert, 
that the practice of medicine will fuftain little 
or no injury; for moft of them have been 
| banifhed from and for a cons 

fiderable 
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Tia, and uva urfi; articles which, although 


go MEDICAL 


fidérabdle tine have ceafed to have a placé in 
the fhops. There are, however, fome few of 
the rejected articles, as the acacia, lapilli cans 
ctoruni, fuligo ligni, hzedera terreftris, ana 
which are not without aéfive powers, 

aiid in afe among fome judiciotié 
practitionérs. | 


"Phe additions made to the lift of the Lone 


don College of articles, which had not for- 
tiierly a place in it, attiount to about forty im 
number: Among others, we may mention . 
acofitum, arnica, cardamine, cicuta, colchis 
cin, colomba, digitalis, flix, gratiola, kino, 
mezereum, quaifia, ricinus, fimharouba, fpige- 


biit lately introduced into praftice, are un- 
queftionably often employed with great ads 
Watitage: arid accordingly, all of them have 
already obtained a place in nioft of the mos 
dern pharmacopveias. Perhaps the additiaas 
tirade to the Tift, thould have been ftill more 
eonfiderable; and, in our opinion, a plice 
might With propriety have been given to 


arfenicum, belladonna, caflia lignes, dolichos, 


dulcamara, géoffrea, hippocaftanum; lobdlia, 
radix Indica, rhododendron, falix; 
ftramonium, 
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They indeed, ia their preface, afign a good 
geafon for being cautious in the introduion 
artides commonly efteemed poifonous ; 
Sut the advantages which may be derived 
_ from fome of thefe we have mentioned, are 
confirmed by the concurring teftimony of 
high efteem, at leaft by a few, aad thefe 100 
amen of jadgment and accuracy. Their being . 
in the lift, does not oblige any one to. employ 
ghem ; their omiffion, not only renders it 
@oubtful whether they can be had when pre» 
fcribed, but may fometimes lead to very im 
proper fubfticutions. We can therefore fee 
no danger whieh was tobe dreaded from add> 
ing them to the lift; and we think that fome 
advantage might have refulted from it. 

In the former. lift of the materia medica, 
to the officinal name of each article, that em- 
ployed by Bauhin or Tournefort, was fub- 
joined. But to thefe, the College have now, 
“with great propriety, fubftituted the Linnzan 
‘pames, as being almoft univerfally adopted | 
‘by modern boranifts. _1n a few. initances, as 
she balfamum Peruvianum, and catechu, 


they 
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Ktramoni verbafcum, and fome oth 
monium, ver thers. 
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they have taken the botanical name from. the 


fapplement to Linnzeus’s fyftem, publithed by 


his fon; and in a few others, they -have 
quoted “botanical defcriptions of ftill, later 
date, with which even the younger Linneus| 


‘mofchata. 


‘with refpe& to the materia medica, are but 


very inconfiderable, when compared with thofe 
which have taken place with refpeét to prepa- 


Tations and compofitions, "Without pretending 


to defcend to particulars, we may obferve, 
that very generally they appear to be ma- 


wifeftly for:the better, and to demonftrate 


a thorough knowledge: of the principles-of 
chemiftry, as: far as thefe have hitherto 
been difcovered. There are, however, afew 
articles, with refpec& to which, the beft mode 
of preparation may perhaps be ftill a mateer 
of doubt : and we are inclined to think, that 


_in the preparation of fome articles, fuch, for 
example, as the ether vitriolicus, Lond. liquor 


etherius vitriolicus, Ed.; the fpiritus ethe- 


ris vitriolici,..Lond. acidum vitriolicam.vino-. 
fam, or fpiritus. vitrioli ‘dulcis; Ed.; and the 


antimonium 
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timonialis,‘or emeticus, Ed. ; the modes of pre- 
paration diretted by ‘the’ Edinburg College, 
are; upon the whole, preferable to thofe adopt- 
ed by the London College. There can how- — 
ever be no doubt, that, in both ways, ‘medi- 
cies, of very nearly at leaft the fame degree 
of ‘aftivity, may be obtained. It is however, 
we think, much to be regreted, that, in fome 
of the moft aétive medicines, fuch as thofe 
containing opium and mercury, the analogous 
medicines of the two colleges, even where the 
fame names are employed, differ very confi- 
derably in the proportion of thofe articles en- 
tering their compofition.—Thus, five grains 
of the pilulze ex hydrargyro, prepared accord. 
ing to the-direétions of the London College, 
contain two grains of mercury; while four 
grains of the fame mafs, prepared according 
to the direétions of the Edinburgh College, 
contain only one grain of mercury. The 
proportion of opium contained in the tinétura 
‘thebaica of the one, and tinéura opii of the 
other, is not the fame, although both are com- _ 
“monly prefcribed under the name of liquid 
‘faudanum. But there is ftill a greater differ- 
encé 
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ence in the proportion of opium, contained 
in the elixir paregoricnm of the Edinburgh 
pharmacopeeia, and th¢ tipGura opii campho- 
rata of the London College; a name now fab 
ftitated for what they formerly scutes 
paregoric elixir. | 
The Landon College. have indeed, very 
properly, annexed to'their work a table, thew- 
ing the exact proportion in which mercury 
or opium enter particular preparations, the 
want of which may juftly be confidered as a 
defideratum in the Edinburgh pharmacopceia, 
and ought to be fupplied in their next.edition. 
We hope alfo, that they will then reduce to 
the fame ftrength, .all thofe articles containing 
gery a@ive ingredients, to which she fame 
name is affixed; and we cannot help shiak- 
ing, that the London College, in their ,pre- 
fent edition, would have done better, had 
they, on fome occafions at leaft, paid mere . 
attention to this circumftance. Thus, for.ex- 
ample, they might -base formed their wine. of 
semetic tartar, with only two grains of the an- 
timonium tartarifatum to each onnce of she 
«menitruum, the proportion dire&ed pythe 
‘Ecinburgh College, ‘who introduced. this 
4 formula, 
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formula, in place of four grains to each ounce, 
the quantity they have direéted ; by which 
means, their vinum. antimonii tartarifati, is | 
double the ftrength of the wnum ¢ tartaro 
antimoniali of the Edinburgh pharmacoperia, : 
although i it may naturally be fuppofed, that 
both are but different names of the fame me- 
dicine. 

While the London College have made es 
ny changes on stheir pharmacopezia i in other 
particulars, they have alfo made many alter- 
ations in the names they have employed, par- 
_ ticularly with refpe& to the preparations and 
eompofitions. About one hundred and fifty 
different articles have received, in this edition 
of the pharmacopeeia, names different from 
thofe which were formerly in ufe. This 
muft certainly be at firft produdtive of fome 
inconvenience and trouble to practitioners : 
but we think there, can be little doubt, that 
| “ changes in general are judicious and ufe- 

ful: and the ineonvenience refulting from thefe_ 
changes will be more. than counterbalanced, 
by the. information which the new names give 
refpecting the principal conftituents of each 
‘formula ; for it is from the adtive ingredients 
Vou Ill. Dec. alone 
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that now derive their names 
dil thofe appellations being réjeéted, which 
Were founded on imaginary Virtttes,"on co- 
four, or fimilar eircumftanees. Thus, for 
balfamum traumaticum, they ufé the 
tin@tura, benzos compofita; for deeofum 
album, they etiploy decoftun cornu cetvi; 
and for hiera picra, they have fubftituted’ piilvis 
aloeticus. But although the chatiges made 
on namiés, are in general evidently for 
the better, there are foie, and thefe, too, 
changes of the greatelt importatre, with Te. 
gard to which it may be doubted whether 
they have made the beft change that could 
have been adopted. Thus, it was certainly 
an objeé& of confequence to fhorten the 
ames employed -by the Edinburgh, and o- 
ther colleges, for the: foffile, vegetable, and 
volatile alkalies, efpecially as the names to be 
given thefe were oftén to enter neutrals. 
Accordingly, for tlre fat alcalinus fixas vege- 
tabilis, they have employed the term kali; 
the fal alkeafinus fixus foffilis, they have 
employed natron ; and for the fal alkalinus 
volatilis, they Have employed : ammonia. The 
faft of thefe ‘names is, we think, as ‘tn- 
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exceptionable as atiy oné they could haye em- 
ployed; ‘but in the ufe -of the two former, . 
fome ‘inconvenience muft  arife from their 
being ‘indeclineable words: and befides this, 
the term kali, ufed for denominating the ve- 
getable. alkali,is a name long fince appro- 
priated to a plant from which:the foflile al- 
kali is often obtained. Perhaps, therefore, 
they would have done: better, if; for natran 
kali, they thad employed the terms foda 
and potaffa, which have at leaft had the 
fanftion of being tfed as names for the foflile 
atid vegetable alkali by fome of the beft mo- 
dern chemifts. : But notwithftanding thie, rhe 
names here adopted, ferve to give a better 
idea of many of the nenerals than ‘the former 
names. ‘Thus,. the employment of; natron 
vittiolanym for fal Glanberi, and of kali acetas 
tum fot fal diureticus, ferves not only di- 
ftiaguifh thefe {alts from others, but ta: point 
out the conitituents of which they are formed. 
Hence, although we be of .opinion, that .old 
names fhould not be changed withour fome 
good reafon ; yet we. cannot help thinking, 
that, ‘by much the greatef:part ‘at leaft, of 
P 2 thofe 
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shofe: changes which have been made by the 


London College, are both proper and ufeful': 


Nay, we are even difpofed to regret, that they. 
have not changed:a few others. They have 


ftill, for example, retained the abfurd names 


_ of fperma ceti, and fanguis draconis. It is 


indeed true, that thefe have the fanction of . 
univerfal practice, not in. medicine only, but 
in: arts alfo: but the continuance of thefe 


‘pames, among other people, is, we think, no 


fufficient reafon why a lefs exceptionable appel- 
Jdtion fhould not be introduced into the work 
of a learned body, at a time when their en- 
deavours were employed in the reformation 
of other exceptionable names... | 

We have thus offered a few general re- 


penne on the changes which have taken 


place.both in the matter and language of the 


new ‘edition of the London pharmacopeia : 


‘and we may conclude with obferving, that 
although, in our opinion, it is materially . 


proved in both thefe particulars, yet: we have 
no doubt, that there is ftill room for many 
other reformations ; and even thofe who 
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prefenting it to the public in “its prefent 


' ftate, may, in the fpace of eight or ten 


years, fee fufficient reafon for again contri- 
buting to the public fafety, by an improved 


edition of Works 
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A Syftem of Surgery. By Benjamin Bell, 


Member of the Royal Colleges of Surgeons of : 


Ireland and Edinburgh, one of the Sur- 


geons to the Royal Infirmary, and Fellow of | 


the Royal Society of Edinburgh. I//utrat- 


ed with Copperplates. Six volumes, 
— 


F this we have already, oftener 


than once, had occafion to make 
mention in thefe Commentaries. The firft 
volume of it was publifhed in 17833 and it 


is now completed, by the publication of the. 


fixth and laft, which appeared a few months 
ago. The defign which the author an- 
nounced, at thé-commencement of his work, 
was to exhibit a full and fyftematic view: of 
- the art of furgery, as at prefent prattifed by 
the moft eminent. furgeons in Europe ; and 
= dctgn by the aid of extenfive reading, 
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by the affiftance of corre{pondence with mea 
of knowledge, and by attentive obfervation 
at different hofpitals, joined to the refult a 
his own judgment and experience, he has 3 
been able to accomplith in a yery. mafterly 
manner. We are far, indeéd, from pretend- 
ing to fay, that in every, or even in any part, 
this can be confidered as a perfect fyftem. 
There are many important operations, re- 
Speting the beft mode of performing which, 
the moft eminent pradtitioners are by no 
gneans agreed in opinion ; and there is per- 
haps no operation whatever, which, however 
much it may be improved from the manner 
which. it was once performed, may not ad- 
mit of ftill further improyements. There 
can be little doubt, that modern ingenuity, 
cafual occurrences, and a variety of other 
circumftances, may.add both to the facility 
of. the mode of performing operations, 
and to the fuccefs of them. Yet he who 
wifhes to find colle&ed, in one work, a full 
and diftin& account of the moft generally re- 
ceived doétrines, and beft eftablifhed modes 
. of operation, will not be difappoifited, on a 
saeetol and candid perufal of that now Be- 
3 fore 
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‘fore us. Of general fyftem, however, col- 


le&ting practices, many of which have for-a 
Jong time been univerfally received by the 


-moft eminent furgeons, it would be entirely 


foreign’ to our work to attempt any analyfis. 


Without, therefore, entering into particulars, 


we fhall content ourfelves with merely men- 


tioning the order in which the different fub- 


jects of greateft importance are confidered. ~ 
In the fir/? volume, Mr Bell treats of fu- 
tures, of the ligature of artéries, and other | 
means employed for putting a ftop to he- 
morrhages, of blood-letting, of aneurifms, of 
herniz, of the hydrocele, of the hematocele, 
of the varicocele, of the farcocele, and of the 


of the’ penis. 


In the Second volume, he treats of the 


different operations for the ftone; of in- 
continence of urine; of fuppreffion of n- 
sine; of obftruétions in the urethra; of the 


fiftula in perinzeo, of the hoemorrhoids, or 
piles ; of condylomatous excrefcences, and fi- 


_‘milar affeétions’of the anus; of prolapfus 
‘of the imperforated anus; of the fiftula’ in 
"ano; of the paracentefis of the abdomen 


and thorax; of ; Of cefophage- 
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tomy; and of the eanpatatiod of cancerous 

The fubje8s treated of in the third volume, 
. wre-affections of the brain from external vio- 
fence, and difeafes of the eyes. But, after 
the publication of this: volume, Mr Bell 
many opportunities of. converfing with a fo- 
‘feign oculift’ of great eminence, Mr Jean 
Frangois' Pellier, who, poffefling the advan- 

tages of a liberal education, a found judg- 
ment, and much experience, had made im- 
provements in the treatment of many difeafes 
‘0 which the eyes are liable. * Thefe improve- 
ments: he‘ freely and candidly communicated 
to Mr Bell; and at the fame time, gave him 
) permiffion to lay them before the public. - Mr 
‘Bell therefore begins his fourth volume with - 
additional remarks on difeafes of the eyes; 
after which, he treats of the difeafes of the — 
nofe and fauces; of difeafes of the lips; of 
difeafes of the mouth ; of difeafes of the ears; 
of the wry neck; of difeafes of the nipples; 
of: itfees ; and of inoculation for the {mall- 


‘hh the Mr Bell treats of 
aca) of burns, and of tumours of various 
kinds, 
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kinds. And, in the Axth and rolume, he 
treats of fractures, of luxations, of diftorted 
of diftartions of the fine, of amppta* 
of the jojnts, and of preveating and dimini(h- 
fog pais ia chirurgical operations. This yo- 
lume is copicluded with fome general remarks 
_ pn midwifery, on the Ceefarean operation, and 
on the divifion of the fympbyfis pubis; apd 
with a few obfervations on opening dead 
bodies, on:embalming, and on bandages. 

Each of she different particulars which we 
have now pointed out, as contained in thefe 
fix volumes, is the fubje& of a feparate chap- 
ser; and many of thofe chapters, as, for ex- 
ample, thofe on wounds, luxations, fractures, 
and the like, are divided into feveral feétions, 
according to the particular part in which the 
difeafed ftate occurs: but of thefe, as well as 
of the particular obfervations and directions 
given with refpe&t to each operation, we — 
reckon it unneceflary, and even improper for us, 
in this place, to fay anything. We:may only.in 
general obferve, that, throughout the whole, this 
~work feems to us to demonftrate equal judg- | 
ment, ingenuity, apd candour. We are ine 
seed 
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deed aware, that, to fome readers, our author 


may appear too prolix; to others, too con+ 


cife. And with refpeé to particular fubjeéts, 


there may perhaps, ‘be 4. juft foundation for 
both criticifms ; at leaft with refpeé to parti- . 


gplar readers.’ Indeed, at is hardly pofible to 
fappofe, that any fyftem of furgery willever ap- 
pear,. which will.not, in fome degree, be liable 


20 thefe\objeGious. But, in our opinion,.Mr— 


_Boll’s furgory, asa general fyltem, is the beft 
yet ‘extant; With every thing moft ufeful in 
ancien fungery, it-inchides all. the moft import- 


‘gant difcoeveries of the moderns: and we doubt 


pot thatthe abthor will fulfil the engage- 
saéntwhich he-has voluntarily come under to 


| shepublic,. in the preface to his laft yolume, 


inferting,. in furare editions, whatever im- 


provements frinre experience may add to our 
‘Ptock iof .chirurgical-iknowledge, and, at: the 


fame time, of publifhing thefe: ina -feparate 


_ftate; fo that the purchafers of the work in 


dts-prefent form, ‘may it in‘a ftate as 


perfettias it:can be made, by the induftry, a- 


bilities; and opportunities of the anthor. 
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XIV. 

A Botanical Arrangement of Britith Plants, in 
cluding the Ufes of each Species, in Medicine, 
Diet, rural Occonomy, and the Arts ; with 
an eafy Introduétion to the Study of Bo- 
tany, &c. The fecond Edition. By Wil- 
liam Withering, M. D. F. R. S. Mem- 
ber of the Royal Medical Society of Edin- 
-_ burgh, and Phyfician to the General Hof- 
pital at Birmingham. Including a new 
Set of References to Figures, by Jonathan 
Stokes, M. D. late Prefident of the Royal 
Medical Society of Edinburgh, corre/ponding 
Member of the Society of Antiquaries of Scot- 
land, Phyfictan at Kidderminfter. Vol. 1@ 

and 2d.  8vo, London, 


HILE many other branches of fcience 
have made a rapid progrefs, for more 
than acentury paft; yet it is only, Dr Wither- 
ing obferves, fince the beginning of the pre- 
" fent century, that the ftudy of natural hiftory 
| has 
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has: attraéted the general attention ‘of man- 
kind. Botanical caquiries, in particular, have 
been confined to but a few individuals ; part- 
ly from the difficulties which attended them, 
and partly from an opinion, that they were | 
ufeful only to medical. practitioners. But the 
eftablifhment of the Linnzan fyftem, called 


-. forth a number of votaries to cultivate this 


‘{cience ; and the labours of Linnzus and his 
pupils, convinced mankind, that the medical 
properties of plants were far from being the 
only circumftances meriting their attention. _ 

But, although the importance of the ftudy 


was obvious, difficulties remained in the at- __ 


tainment.of it; and to underftand the terms 
which Linnzus employed, an acquaintance 
with the learned languages was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary. A defire to remove thefe difficulties, 
and to render the path in the walk of fcience 
as eafy as it is delightful, firft gave rife to Dr 
Withering’s undertaking ; and we may fafely 
venture to affert, that his attempt to naturalize 
this fcience, which, in its improved ftate, wa¢ 
new to the Englith language, has been by 
no means unfuccefsful. The prefent work, 
which demonftrates that the author poflefics’a 


very 
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very great thare both of induft¥y and botanical. 
knowledge, will, we are pcs{uaded, tend, 


high degree, to facilitate the ftudy of thisfeietiee. 


Dr Withering, following’ the artaageniént’ 


into thofe claffes and orders which were imtho- 


duced by -Linneus, or what has commoily 
been called the Sexual -fyftem, has here pre- 
fented ns ‘with ftich-a:defériprion of af the ‘in- 
digenots plants of Britai, as may eafily enable 
any induftrious botanift to inveftigate ther 
for himfelf;; wheti -he finds: 
Rate for, that purpofe. 

At the beginning of ‘each clafs, Dr Wither- 


givesia fynopfis of the genera included un< 


der:it, arranged under the orders to which they 
belong. ‘When he comes 'to deferibe parti< 
cular. genera, thefe generic deftriptions are 
chiefly tranflated from the edition of the ge- 
nera plantarum of Linneus, publifhed by 


Reichard but, in fome. inftances, Dr Wither- 


ing has given additional marks, by which the 
plant is ‘ftill further charaéterifed, without 
however omitting any part of the original de: 
{cription. The charafers of the ‘fpedies até 
¢ranflared from Reichard’s edition’ of 
cies ‘but. additional 

marks 
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tharks are added to every {pecies; to 
fetider thé déferiptiom imore and perfec. 
Thefe additional marks ‘are taken from ‘the 
Flora Suetica, the Flora: Laponiez, and the 


they imcinde almott | the whole of what that 


ingenious and fagactous tataralift, or his ‘nu: 


therous dilciptes, have faid concerning the nz 
tive plants ‘of the BritifH iles. But to chefe, 


Dr Withering has added original ‘obfervations, 
the corhmunications of or taken 


from his own notes. 

To the deferiptioh of each fpecies are fub- 
joined references to figures, ix which the plant 
is delineated. For this patt of the prefem 
work, 2s may be inferred from ‘the title of the 
book, we are indebted to Dr Stokes, former- 
ly phyfician at Kidderminfter, now at Shtewf- 
bury ; and om this pare of the work alfo, aw 
thcominon degree of arrenition feems to have 
Been beftowed. His objed bas been, to af- 
ford to the inveftigating boranift as full a col- 
Fedtion of references to figures, as the fize of 
the Work: would adihit. He has, however; 
inferted no figures which he‘ has tir ‘examin- 
ta and ¢onipared, “wnlefs when the ‘contrary 


Athenieares of Linntees; fo thar 


e 
? 
. 
a 
j 
. 
‘ 


MEDICAL. 


isexprefsly noticed ; and this.is very racely. 
order of their, comparative excellence; and, 
in forming this judgment, abftratting from 
the glare of fplendid colouring, and the lef 
obtrufive, though no lefs deceitful finith of the 
engraver, he {eems:to have confidered impar- 
tially, which of the figures have the merit of 
giving, moft exadlly, the true genius and:habit | 


of the. plant., Hence, the. reader will fome- - 


times find a wooden cut from the old herbals, 
precede an engraving-in copper. - Thefe re- 
ferences, befides the: immediate aid which they 
afford in. the: inveftigation of plants, may alfo 
be produdtive. of fome benefit to {cience, in 
pointing out to. the ingenious artift, who.em- 
ploys pencil in botanical works, . what 
plants have been already well-figured, and 
what ftill remain to be delineated. In the re- 
| ferences, for the.fake of brevity, the. names 
of authors are much contracted ; - but the: vo- 
lume and page are exactly quoted: And .a-ge- 
neral catalogue is given of the. botanical works 
cited in. thefe -references; in. which the: full 
tile of each book, and the particular edition 
of 
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of itewhich has been employed, is ‘fubjoined 


to the abbreviation ufed. Thefe references’ 
make a very valuable part of the prefént edi- 
tion, and demonftrate extenfive knowledge of 
- In‘ this manner has Dr Withering executed 
that pert of the prefént work: whicl is niore’ 
ftriGly botanical. But there ate other con- 
fiderations: relative to plants, which render 
this work more generally interefting, and 
more.extenfively ufeful. In fome' parts of the 
vegetable 'kiagdom, there: are fuch peculiari«: 
tes of fttucture, fuch worderful:contrivances: 
to-anfwerthe wife porpofes of thé Creators. 
that: a total: difregard them :wotld have 
been Thefe-our author. 
has mentioned in a manner, althougli:cancife,» 
yet fall © thé -anentiba: 
the ingenious. Is as 


‘The extonomicil ‘vepetables, 


by imen' emisienty 
for borani¢al knowlédge. i: Fo thefe; hawever;. 
in the prefent work, pabeicular:-atteutiod -is: 
paid. feargiry, it has-been alleped 
that :maithiad by famines 

Bos this would! dor berthe! $f) 
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acquainted with the great number of efeulent 
vegetables which grow wild in the field..: Many: 


thefe may. éafily be gathered im quantities 


fufficient to fupport life, when bettér or: more: 
agreeable food cannot ‘be had. ,With this: 
view, Dr Witheringhas not only mentioned the 
fpecies which have been found moft fuitable for: 
food, but, under thefe fpecies, has alfo point- 
ed out the part of xhe plant to be preferred, 
andthe beft mode of drefling it 
But, befides their ufe as food for pare 


mass fpecies, he has:alfo paid particular atten.’ 
tion:to. their ufe as food for cattle. here: 


he has endeavouredito determine, what fpe- 
cies of plants are preferred by particular ani-: 
mals; for: what is noxious to one animal, is: 


often: highly nutritious to-another. He gives: . 


a catalogue of the infeéts which feed upon: 
particular fpecies of plants; and although he 


allows this -to: be ‘confeffedly very imperfe&, _ 


yet he thinks it mayferve as a foundation for. 


future obfervations of the fame will: 


Befides thefe, two, other allo 
particularly engage our author’s attention; the. 
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in medicine.: These .can -be,'no. deubr, thag 
the. inhabitants of different copntries;, and arts 
of different kinds,.. know, how to apply 4 
number of-plagts, to anfwer.a; variety of 
pofes. |. Thefe, as-far they could be 
_ from good authority, or obtained from private 
information,..ase fubjoined.at.the different ar- 
ticles., With refpe& to medical virtues, lefs is 
faid; than many. readers would have expected ; 
for the fuperftition of: former ages, operating 
upon the ignorance of mankind, gave rife to 
miracles, of. every denomination ; and the. fa- 
fhion of combining a great variety of ingredi- 
ents, witha defign to anfwer any particular pur- 
pofe, rendered.the real efficacy of any'of them 
extremely doubtful. A number of vegetables, 
fit only for food, were fuppofed capable of 
producing the greateft alterations in the human — 
body :. Nay, by fome, almoft every common 
plant was efteemed.a cure for almoft every 
difeafe.. On the other hand, the -moft dread-: 
ful apprehenfions were entertained, of employ- 
ing fubftances capable of doing mifchief, 
 Thofe plants capable of producing fudden, 
and remarkably deliterious effe&ts upon the © 
human body, have been called poifons, and, by 
many 
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many, were entirely rejected from medical pur- 


pofes, Bat peifons, in proper dofes, are 


haps the beft medicines; for what can do no 
harm, will, in general, do'litle good. This 
being the cafe, ‘little. advantage. would - have 
tefulted from détailing the -catdlogue of ‘fep- 
pofed virtues, ‘ateributed to: different vege- 


tables. Hence, Dr Withering’s.remarks.oa 


this fubje&t, are- drawn. rather from: his own 
obfervation, than from the experience of ‘for- 
mer times. -On- this fabjed,*the erath, in 
numberlefs partieulars, yet remains to be af 
certained: And Dr Withering'very jultly.ob- 
ferves, that we flalt fooner arrive at the end 


. propofed, if, rejeéting the fables of ancient 
_herbalifts, we build only on- the bafis of expe- 


iments, well concerved and accurately execut- 
ed. There is therefore reafoy to hope, that, — 
by the future induftrious exertions of De 


Withering, joined to the affiftance of many ime 


telligent friends, particularly fome of thofe, 
whofe names he mentions, as having already 
aided him im the prefent undertaking, future 
editions of this work may, im this particular, 
be confiderably improved. But the accounts 


Which, in the prefen ation of 
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the medical virtues of vegetables, are more 
to be depended upon, than thofe given by 
the greater part of writers on the materia 
medica, being, in general, founded either on 
his own experience, or fapported by good 
authority. | 

‘We have thus given a genéfal ‘account of 
the prefent work : and it is: unneceflary for 
us to add, that it would be altogether ‘fo- 
- geign to our purpofe, to defcend to particu- 
lars. The two volumes already publithed, 
include ‘all. the Linnzan claffes, excepting the 
laft, the cryptogamia, This clafs, with an 
introdu@ion to the ftudy of botany, direc- 
tions for preparing and preferving a hortus 
ficeus, a gloflary of terms, indexes, and fome 
other particulars, will be ¢omprehended in 
the third and laft volume, which the au- 
thor gives us reafon to hope may foon bé 
publithed: Aad we have no doubt that thie 
_ work, when completed, will tend very much 
to faciliate, and, we hope, alfo to render 
more fafhionable than at prefent, the ftudy 
of a branch of fcience, which, viewed in! a 
variety of lights, moft be ‘allowed to bem 
afeful ‘than it is entertaining. 
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XV. 

Traité de la Cataraéte, avec des Obfervations 
gui prowvent la Neceffté d’incifer la Cornée 
. tranfparante et la Capfule du Cryftaln, 
_ d@’une maniere diverfe, felon les. differentes 
Efpeces de Cataragtes. Par M. de Wenzel, 

fils, Baron du St Empire, Medecin de la 
Faculté de Nancy, et Doéteur Regent de la 
_ Faculté de Medjcine en PUniverfité de Paris. 
_ 8vo, Paris. Vide Commentarii de.rebus in 

Scientia Naturali et Medicina geftis, Vol. 
8vo, Lipfiz. 


ARON WENZEL the elder juftly ace 

- quired, over all Europe, the higheft 
reputation for the cure of difeafes of the 
eyes, and particularly for his method of 
trating the cataraét; but he publifhed po- 
_ thing upon that fube&. In this treatife, his 

- fon prefents to the publica full and diftingt 


ecount of his father’s method of operatifig ; 


of 
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of the inftruments: he employed ; of the cau- 
tions he obferved, both previous to the ope- 
ration, during the time of it, and after it was 
finifhed. He points out, alfo, the different 


modes of cure, fuited to different fpecies of - | 


cataract: fo that his work contains many va- 
Tuable obfervations on this difeafe. Every 
thing, however, direéted in this work, re- 
fpeés the method of treatment of the elder 
‘Wenzel. He has omitted all obfervations 
with refpe& to the caufe of the cataract, and 
to its cure by internal medicines, which have 
rarely, if ever, fucceeded, 

_ He firft treats of the definition of the ca- 
| taratt. It always, he obferves, appears un- 
der the form of a white or greyifh fpot, 
fometimes indeed of a dark colour; but in 
every cafe different from the black colour of 
the pupil. This difeafe is, he tells us, more | 
- gommon after, than before forty years of 
age ; but at the latter period, it is more ea- 
fily cured than in younger fubje&s. The 
operation is the moft difficult in the youngeft 
_ fabje&s, and in thofe with whom the catara& 
_ 4s connate. It is then neceflary to defer the 
are, cl the ‘patient be far enough advanced 
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to bear it with eafe. In this cafe,a fight cont 


lition of the cryftalline to 
is not to be feared. 


Thofe moft frequently are affefied with 
cataraéts, whofe eyes are continually expofed 
to bright light, as workers in glafs-houfes, — 
and the like. - A catara@t arifing from an ex-- 


ternal injury, only occurs in the injured eye, 


and is in general difficultly cared,’ on aceotint 


of the injury which other parts of the eye at. 
the fame time receive. “This difeafe is very 
rarely, if ever, cured by mternal medicines, 
Thofe who. have imagined that this has heea 
done, have in general deceived theinfelves, 
by miftaking lymphatic infar@ions of the cor- 
nea for cataraéts. Thefe infaréions, he ob: 
ferves, often yield to mercury, and other re: 
miedies ; but he contends, there is no remedy 
which has ever cured a real catara&, whether 


¢ryftallme or capfular, even in its — | 


ftate. 
The cryftalline lens, ‘when depreffed be a 
needle, and immerfed in the vitreous hu- 


‘Mour, is not, our anthor affirms, diflolyed 
‘there, as fome have afferted: for, upeadif > 
fething the eyes of thofe who. had eatafaae 
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depreffed : *years ‘before, hé thas found 
the lens entire, and’of its natural 
form. After foie -obfervations on the incon- 
¥eniencies ‘ef depreflion, he --takees -nosice of 
the chief ebje@tions which ‘have beon made 
to extraction.’ Staphylomata have been ‘by: 
fome alléged to be frequent: after extraction ; 
but when the ‘cornea is properly cut in Wen= 
method, ‘thefe, we are told, very rarely 
appear, “nor “are they difficult to-cure. The 
pains attending depreffion, are much more in- 
teitfe, than ‘thofe which follow extraction. 
is properly petformed, a 
aifchatge oF ‘the Vitreovs ‘humour very rarely 
takes place in’ fimple catara&, not combined 
with -a difeafe’ of. che vitreous-humour ; but 
if this: “ever exifts, ‘a fmall difcharge of the 
vitreous humour will aot prevent the reftora- 
tion of vifion; and even a large difcharge of 
this humour does ‘not but only di- 
minithes 

An irregular pupil is very rarely cone 
fequence of extraction, efpecially if too much 
force be not applied to the eye. Befides, it 
is often convenient, as confifting chiefly in 
‘and Being better fitted for the 

tranfmiflion 
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of.a number of rays. If the 
cornea be cut’ only by one inftrument, and at 


one time; if the cut be near the tunica fcle- 


- gotica, and of a fit fige to tranfmit the lens 


without force, the cicatrix produced will very 


sarely-give any obftrudtion to vifion.. 


- A fecondary cataract, he tells. us, much 
more frequently arifes, and is more difficuldy 
cured, after depreflion, than after extraétion ; 
and when it arifes after depreflion, it can be 
cured only by extraction. When it arifes 
after extraction, it is much more eafily ex- 
traéted, and without any lefion of the eyes 
for in that cafe, the vitreous humour remains 
unhurt, which in general does not happen af- 


ter depreflion. Among other evils refulting 
from depreflion, he mentions intenfe pain, 


vomiting, fuppuration; fecondary catarads, 


pains of the eye itfelf during the whole after 
_courfe of life, want of fuccefs from foftnefs 
of the lens, &c.-the lens recovering its former 


fimation, the ciliary procefles wounded, and 
a variety of others. 

Baron Wenzel next treats of thofe cakes 
in which the operation is indicated. He. Tee 
prefents the fuccefs of the operati 
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‘doubtful; where theeye’ waters very ‘much ; 
‘as an hypopyon, though without pain; yet . 
incurable, in general follows. ‘Thofe - alfo 
‘are difficultly cured,: who have been long ha- 


“Dituated to fevere pains of the head frequents 


ly returning. . The pupil ‘ought to: retain ‘a 
“ geady motion ;’ but he relates a cafe, in which, 
“although it was immoveable, yet, after the 
operation, vifion’ was completely reftored. — 
‘Hence, although immiobility of ‘the pupil be 
‘ prefent, if other figns of amaurofis are ab- 
fent, extraction of the cataract may be per- 
with advantage. 
~ He tellé us, that little is neceflary in the 
way Of preparation; that it is fufficient, a 
- fhort time before the opération, to bathe the 
feet in warm water, and gently to open the 
belly. With plethoric patients it is proper 
tO open a vein; to di lifcharge fordes from the 
“prime viz in the way to which they have the 
-_greateft tendency ; and to enjoin, for. fome 
time before the a light 
diet. 
He next defcribes the inftrament ufed in 
cutting the cornea, which he reprefents as 
refembling ‘the’ lancet ufed by fur- 
geons 
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geons in bleeding, but a litte broaiter ‘and 
longer, ftraighit, and not convex; its’ cutting 
edge being about ‘cigliteen lines in Jength; 
.and its Breadth, at che broadeft part, being. 
three lines, and gradually tapering to point. 

There is ‘never, he ‘tells us, any occafion 


for inftruments fixing ig’ the eye during the oper 


ration. :He affirms, that all inftraments ims 
vented for this: perpofe, render the operation 


harm than good. . 3 
He ‘next deferibes what is be dove 


«the operation in ordmary cafes. ‘Without 


etitering into thefe very particularly, we may 
obferve, that his dirdétions, in general, are, 


_ that the incifion of the cornea fhould ‘be. be- 
gan at the fmalleft angle, about the fourth 


part of a line from the tunica feleroticas 
that it fhoald be fufficiéntly jarge ; that the 
dire@ion of the knife fhould not be changed, 
although the cornea be of a very hat 
and firm confiftesce; that while the cornea 
is cut, the capfule of the cryftalline leis 
should alfe be cut, by ‘which the ufe of hany 
inftruments, wHich are always: pernicious te 
she eye, may be’ avoided. The incifion ‘of 

the 
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cortien: eyelids 
the bein 
and the: 
of the cornea. 
this, tobe careful 
eyes, after er; which 
depends 
the tens: itfelf. Often, 
attachm fons are to be 
of ‘the fape- 
the: lens ‘alon muft be by:no 
means velled; left the 
very 


| 


thatp irom hook: After: it. is. :extraéted,: thio 
eye-lids are ishmediately'to brought to« 


gether, left the vitreous humour fhonld flow 
out.. / He however obferves, that, even: in 
fome ‘cafe where the vitreous: hamour’ has 
fiown out very copiouily, the patients have yet 
recovered their fight, either perhaps from the 


regeneration of this huniour, or from the a- | 


queous humour regenetated fupplying’ -its 


‘place. If, however, he: obferves, the. vi- 


treous humour be in its natural ftate, and e- 
very thing in the operation properly perform-. 
ed, this humour is never difcharged but in 
confequence of a fault of the oculift. © | 


On: fome occafions, varicofe veflels in the 


retina or choroid coat of the eye,.are compli- 
cated with a cataraét. Ini that cafe, not Jong 
after the operation, a copious: hemorrhage, 
which however is. void of danger, will enfue. 
This ftate of the eye may be difcovered by 
diligent examination, and by the fight. _ The 
eye ‘is then harder than in its natural ftate. 
The cornea, contraéted, is raifed to an apex; 
the pupil is dilated and immoveable. Some 


jodgment may even be drawn from antece-. 


dent-circumftanees. The {clerotic coat being 
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affected: with varicofe veflels, is eafily difcover-. 
ed, from: the. af the, | 
with: varices: .. 

If:the} its: and lateral 
part, be befet with cicatrices.or {pots, or be 
too. fmall,an incifion ought to be made,, from 
the inferior to the fuperior part, towards the 
larger’ angle of the; eye... This incifion, he 
and is t0> be : preferred where the cornea is. 
very fmall, with the :view of avoiding a fta- 
phyloma, ithe incifion being almoft covered by- 

the and more 
of acoaliionn | 

The cryitalline Jens j is. almott en- 
ticely diffolved into a purulent matter ; fo, that 
the:capfule contains only'a nucleus {wimming 
in-this matter. Then the lens refembles a. 


hydatid ; which may be:cafily known, from. 


of the cornea is to be directed and. 
the extraction of the lens is not to be hurried. 
If the ineifion-be made ia the afaal manner, 


*¢ 


the pupil being almoft: ftope up, and the white : 
colour of the lens... In this cafe, the incifion 
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“quickly: diftharged, there confi 
derable lofs of vitreous: humour. 


Baron Wenzel obferves, that 
of Morgapni, although: the: contrary ha’ been 
maintained by ‘celebraved mien, may undergo 
fach a change, that :vifion may:be obfcured, 
though the cryftalline lens! remain found and 


pellucid... Accordingly, in fome cafes; where 
the eye'appeared tobe affeed with a:catas 


ra&,: tie has veftored’ vifion; by: a-profafe 


charge‘of a-milky or purulent’ mattér; upon 


whieh it was. found, thav the cryftalline lens, 
had°been provtuded:by the: 06 
equilibrium, was perfeétly found. 

-The-author next treats of ‘the of 


the: iris, when wounded daring the incifion of 
the That the divided :ivis will univey 
is, ink'thiake, ‘proved by many obfervations:;. . 


and ‘ence a coalition:of the pupa fonictimes 
place:-afrer am-hypopyon, after violent’ 
inflatatmation, or after: the. ‘operation of the 
cavaract,: thevefore,: dm artificial pupil: be 


 neceffary recoinmends; that part‘of the iri’ 
beremoved bythe knife, left the cur man. 


gins ‘fhauidcagdin orcynive. : He-evon brings 
ap example of the iris cut longitudinally, dur- 


ing 
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ing the incifion of the cornea, where the 
wound coalefced without much pain or in- 

- flammation, and the patient was foon reftor- 
ed to perfeét health. 

He obferves, that inflammation, pain, and 
other fymptoms which follow this operation, 
cannot be always avoided, although the ne- 
ceffary. preparation ‘has been employed, and 
every thing has gone on fuccefsfully during the — 
operation. But he afferts, that thefe more 
rarely occur, and are mote gentle, when the 
operation is performed in the manner he de- 
fcribes, than when performed otherwife: for 
a chirurgical operation, fpeedily finifhed, and 
accomplifhed by a fingle incifion, muft necef- 
farily be produétive of lefs diftrefs, than one 
which requires longer time, and more variety 
of inftruments. He looks upon inftruments 
beyond neceflity, as always Preju- 
as the greateft excelletice in furgery. 

_ The operation being finifhed, care muft be 
taken that the eye be not moiftened with any 
fluid. It. ought only to be covered with & 
dry linen cloth, kept on by a ligature ; or 
charpee may be applied, in the fame manner: 

Vou. Ill. Dec, II. R Aud 
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And this is to be daily renewed, that the 


tears and other matters collected about the 


angles of the eye may be. wiped off, unlefs 
‘particular circumftances indicate the contrary. 


When a patient has a cataraé extraéted from 


both eyes, he thould ly upon his back ; but 
if a cataraé&t has been extraéted from one.eye - 
only, he ought to ly om the oppofite fide. 


- This pofition, he tells us, moft effeétually pre-- 


vents too long a difcharge of the aqueous 
humour, a difcharge of vitreous humour, 
Pain, inflammation, fwelling of the palpebrx, 
and fimilar fymptoms, For the firft ‘and fe- 
cond day, the diet of the patient fhould be 
fpare, and he thould be enjoined the copious 
ufé of diluents; but if, on the third day, he 
be free from pain, he may ule animal broth. 
When pain and inflammation fupervene, re- 
courfe muft be had-to blood-letting from: the 
foot; and this operation is even to be re- 
peated, if neceflity requires. The patient 
muft, at the fame time, perfift in the anti- 
phlogiftic regimen, and low diet ; ; but if 
.thefe fymptoms do not occur, fuch pra&ices 
are not to be ufed; and they are feldom, we 
| are 
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are told, neceffary, when the operation is 
performed in Baron Wenzel’s method. 

When the ligature is removed, and the 
eyes are expofed to the light, tears flow co- 
- pioufly. But this fymptom is rarely of long 
continuance, nor is it dangerous; for it in 
general difappears in the fame degree in 
which the eye becomes habituated to the 
light. Neither is an oedema of the palpebrx 
to be confidered as by any means a dan- 
gerous fymptom.: it is very generally remov- 
-ed by the mere aétion of air on the parts af- 
feéted ; and tonics employed for refolving this 
inflation, are either: ufelefs, or retard the 
cure. ‘Thiefe accidents are therefore to be 
trufted to’ nature alone; nor fhould we de- 
fpair of its operation, even although the in- 
flation be: very great, atid. has continued for 
fome time. 

The moft dangerous which can 
fucceed the extrattion of a cataraé, is an in- 


flammation of the bylb of the eye, in which’ 


the tunica conjuh@iva, infaréted by acrid fe- 
rum, is fwelled. In that cafe, the ¢ornea is 
often obfcured, and affeéted with hypopyon. 
In the chambers of the éye ihenifelves, part. 
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lent matter is collected, and the pain becomes 
violent and continued. If general antiphlo- 
giftic remedies and regimen be not fufficient, 
no hope can be entertained of the eye, and 
its pains will not ceafe til? fuppuration enfues. 
Such fatal accidents, however, are to bea- 
{cribed to a depraved ftate of the fluids, or to 
a bad conftitution of the bulb of the eye, 


-and haye rarely been feen by Baron Wehzel. 


Sometimes, from the firft days after the 
operation, a purulent matter is depofited on 
the eye, without any great pain, or any other — 


“remarkable fymptom. In that cafe, a col- 


le&tion of pus, either in the anterior or pof- 
terior chamber of the eye, is to be appre- 
hended. This is eafily known, as the cornea, 
a day or two after the operation, is obfcure, 
and the iris has a greenifh hue. In that 


cafe, a large blifter is to be applied to the 


neck, or behind the ears; blood-letting is to 
be performed, evacuants are to be given, 
and the eye is to be bound by no ligature ; 


_ for topical applications of Sa wad. are then 


of no ufe. 
For healing the cornea after de apts: 
tion, forty-eight hours are in general fufi- 
| cient, 
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cient. Hence it is by no means neceffary, — 
that the eyes fhould be kept fhut for nine — 
days. If the cornea do not heal within 
the fpace mentioned, there is great reafon to 
fear that it will not coalefce even in the fpace — 
‘of many days; but at the fame time, from al- 
lowing the patient, at too early a period, the 
ufe of the eye, ftaphylomata are fometimes 
‘the confequence. In the treatment of ftaphy- 
lomata, Baron Wenzel direéts the following 
plan of cure: The eye is neither to be irri- 
tated by compreflion, nor by cauftic medi- 
cines; for the aétion of free air affifts ‘the 
cure, and fafely and quickly reduces hernia 
of the palpebre: but if ftaphylomata of 
watery humour long fubfift, it is proper 
to cut the fac; an operation which is free 
from all danger, and may even be repeated, 
‘when the complaint returns. — 

After fome obfervations on the different 
fpecies of fecondary cataraéts, he concludes 
this treatife with fome remarks on the coali- 
tion of the fluctuating membranes of the iris, 
‘and on the method of forming an artificial 
‘pupil. A coalition of the pupil is often the 
confequence of inflammation and fuppuration 
R 3 of 
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of the iris; and this fymptom has always 
been held to be one of the moft fatal which 
can fupervene,,to the operation. If, from 
nativity, or after the operation for the catae 
raét, the iris be fhut, a longitudinal or cra- 
‘cial incifion of it has been advifed : but this 
method has rarely fucceeded, the iris-almoft 
always reuniting again. Baron Wenzel;there- 
fore, recommends. another method, which-has 
always anfwered his expeétations : The cor- 
-hea is to be cut in the fame manner ag in the 
extraction of the catara&; but when the 
point of the knife has reached nearly. to the 
middle. of the tis, it, 1s. to. be planged into 
‘that membrane ‘for .about half a dine in 
breadth, and then to be drawn out again a- 
Dout ‘the fourth part of a.line diftant from 
that place. where. it been introduced. 
After this, the incifion of the cornea is to be 
completed in the fame manner.as in the ope- 
ration for the cataraé&; and the iris fhews a 
femicircular incifion, almoft a line in breadth, 
and fimilar to that in the cornea. «This flap — 
of the iris bemg afterwards cut off, by. means 
of a {mall pair of \fciffars, an artificial pupil 
is formed, which does not coalefce. 


~ 
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When the pupil coalefces after violent 
sollemmeation, the lens is, for the moft part, 
at the fame time obfcured. But if it fhould 
even remain diaphanous, on account of the 
almoft inevitable lefion which is conftant-. 
ly to be dreaded, from the fmallnefs of the 
{pace between the lens and the iris, it is 
in general proper to extra& the lens, 
that an operation for this ‘purpofe may not 
again be requifite at fome fhort diftance of 
time. | 

Sometimes, where the pupil is not en- 
sively fhut, a fmall chink allowing a paflage 
for the rays of light, vifion is yet prevented — 
by an opacity of the capfule of the lens. 
When this is the cafe, it is fieceffary both to 
remove a portion of the iris, and to extra& 
| the membranous cataraé&. Violent fym- 

ptoms hardly fueceed the operation for form- 
an artificial pupil ; nor is it neceffary that 
the eye fhould be kept fhut for fo long a 
time, as after the operation for the cataract. 
All thofe upon whom Baron Wenzel per- 
formed | this operation, had, we are told, a fafe 
and. fpeedy recovery, with but little pain. 
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XVI 


Defcription de Pyrmont, traduite de. V Allemand 
de Mr Marcard, Medecin de. la Cour de S. M. 
Britannique 2 Hanovre, Membre des § Sociétés 
- Royales de Medecine d’Edinbourg et de Co- 
_ penhague, Correfpondant de la Sociéié des 


: Sctences de Gotti ngue. Enrichie de Planches. | 


Tom. 1. Leipfic. 


wotk of Dr Marcard, now tranf- 

lated from the original. German i into 

the French language, has alfo, in part at leaft, 
appeared in an Englith drefs, under the title 
of A Short Defcription of Pyrmont, with 


Obfervations on the Ule of its Waters. | This 
abftraé& from the work before us, as appears 
from: the title- -page, was revifed by the author. 


But befides this, | he has alfo added, in this a- 
brid igement, feyeral things which are intended | 
for a third volume, which he means to add to 


his larger work. | And, as the waters and 


baths 
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‘paths at Pyrmont are very much reforted to, 
and highly valued, it will not, we prefume, be 
unacceptable to our readers to give them fome 
account of it; which, however, for the fake 
of brevity, we fhall yen rather from thé 
fhort abftraé, than from the larger work. 
“He begins by’ giving 4 defcription of the vil- 
lage’ of Pyrmont and its environs, Pyrmont 
fies in ché circle Of Weltphalia, nor far from 
the Wefer, and about thirty-five miles from 
Hanover? The furrounding country is repre. 
ferited as highly beautified, both by nature 
and art; as being embellithed with a great 
variety of very fine walks, which are little af- 
feéted either by long continued rain or drought; 
and as affording, at a very moderate rate, al- 
mott every convéehience or amufentent which 
a ftranger could with for: Arid indeed, fuch, 
‘we are told, are the beneficial qualities of the 
waters, atid the delights of the fpot, that the 
number reforting to it for health and. amufe- 
ment, fometimes amounted even to ten 
thoufand. 
” After giving an‘ ‘account of the country, and 
of many remarkable monuments of antiquity, 
a ‘wel with which it 2- 


bounds, 
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oun, Dr Marcard next .proceeds to treat 
of the different mineral fprings at Pyrmont, and 
of their -compofici ion. . The chief mineral hii 
he reprefents as the ftrongeft of all the ‘know 
chalybeate. acidulous. waters, It contains, in 
a pound of, the water, fomewhat.more than. mt 
grain of i irons, diflolved by. fixed, ‘air. only ; and £3 

it contains | from. twenty. five, to. twenty- 

inches of fixed air, or-aerial acid, in, fixteen 
inches of water. Befides thefe, each pound 
of the water contains about eight grains and 
an. half of smagnelia; nearly feven grains and 
‘an half of, fa] amarum; three of fal Glauber ; 
a few. of calcareops earth ; fome fal marinum 
and felenite ; ; and a {mall Portion of refinous 
matter. - Upon the whole, each pound con- 
tains. from twenty-cight to. grains 
of folid matter. 

The temperature of the well is 5 7 ‘degrees 
of Fahrenheit’ s thermometer ;-and it, never 
Varies in ‘Summer or Winter. It is from this 
fountain that Pyrmont water is feat all over 
the globe. 

| thers at Pyrmont, of inferior: qualities, The 
hit of that which 
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and . which. flows. in. prodigious - quantities, 
It contains the fame principles as the one al- 
ready.deferihed, has lefs,gerial but 
fomewhat of ithe fixed ingredients... Its 
 abundanee renders it particularly proper-for 
the purpofe.ofbathing. Befides this, there 
are three other wells which Dr Marcard brief- 
ly mentions, The firft of thefe i is the Saner- 
Jig, a very, light and agreeable acidulous wa- 
ter,, and. more drank for pleafure. than for 
medical ufe. . Iris often. mixed with hot wine, 
or with leman juice and fagar, i in which way, 
it. refrething and agreeable drink. 
The fecond, is; called Augen-Brunnen.* It is 
commonly employed externally, for the eyes. 
It is a fight chalybeate water, fomewhat cooler 
than the reft of the {prings, and may be em- 
ployed in. cafes where. Pyrmont water would 
-be too (trong. The third is called Neu-Brun- 
nen, .. It ,is, fituated about a mile from the 
1ts.compofition is nearly the fame as 
‘Pyrmont water; but it contains, Dr Marcard 
.tells ug,.a good deal of dephlogifticated mar- 
tial vitriol, more. common falt, and fewer ter- 
reftrial particles. Hence, he. thinks it will 
Prove in shot cafes of re- 
laxation 
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which require a more aftringent tr treat- 


ment. 

’ After this account of the Pyrmont waters, 
‘Dr Marcard next proceeds to treat of the ef- 
fe& of the internal ufe of them. He afcribes 
its adtivity principally to the fixed air, of aci- 


“dulous gas, which it contains. The effeéts of 


this volatile principle are, he tells us, to: ren- 

der the motions of the body more energetic 
‘and lively, and to augment the vivacity of the 
‘operations, without augmenting the quicknefs 
‘ef the puife. By means of it, the water affetts 
«almoft every excretion; and as this acidulous 
gas, byi its a@tion on the folids, becomes, at the 
‘fame time, a powerful correfor of the hu- 
‘mours, producing a diffolution of the tenacious 


- fluids, and throwing out whatever is offenfive, 


‘nothing can be better adapted, in Dr Mar- — 
-card’s opinion, to relieve fuch complaints as 


proceed from bad humours, or from that mor- 


“bid ftate of the folids which depraves the fluids, 
‘provided there be no peculiar or fpecific con- 
‘tagion in the cafe.’ For the proof of this, we 


are not, ‘he obferves, left to plaufible conjec- 


‘tare, or ingenious theory. He tells us, that 


; the falutary effects produced, every year, on 


numbers 
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numbers of perfons -affected with -fuch com- 
plaints, afford incontrovertible evidence of 
the truth of the aflertion. 2 
But befides the fixed air, Pyrmont water is 
alfo aétive from the iron it contains. As the 
iron is completely diffolved, and abfolutely in- 
vifible, the. water being as clear as cryftal, it 
enters the body. in fo fubtile a form, that it 
may be eafily abforbed by the capillary vel- 
fels, and introduced into the circulating hu- 
mours, where it will give a gentle and natu- 
ral ftimulus to the veffels; and, while it ope- 
rates as a bracing medicine, the faline matters — 
which it contains, have the effect of gently o- 
pening the body and removing infarctions. 
Even the alkaline earth, which the Pyrmont 
water contains in a moderate quantity, is, Dr. 
_ Marcard thinks, not without ufe to thofe fto- 
machs in which acidity is generated; while he 
thinks that its refinous matter contributes to 
render it fomewhat more agreeable to the fto- 
mach. 

After thus reafoning a priori on the effects 
of the water, Dr Marcard next proceeds to 
- peak of it on the more fure bafis of experi- 
ence. It has, he tells us, been found highly 


beneficial 
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beneficial in many chronic diforders, proceeds 
ing -from: obftru@ions in the vifcera of thé 
lower belly ; and from this, he obfetves; there 
often proceed giddinefs, afthma, fpafmodie, 
cough, palpitations, lownefs of {pirits, hypo- 
chondriae, hyfteric, and melancholic com- 
- plaints. - In thefe complaints, he recommends 
that it fhould be drank to a confiderable ex. 
‘tent; and itis, he thinks, of advantage to add 
fome diffolvent medicines, as tartarus folubilis, 
fuccus taraxaci, or the vifceral glyfters of the 
late Mr Kampf. Thefe glyfters he recom- 
inends as highly efficacious. They are pre- 
im the following manner : 
& Rad. tarax. 
Herb. fumar. 
faponar, 
Card. benedié&. 
Flor. verbafc. 
—— chamom. aa. unc, unam. 
Furfur. tritic. paul. aft. unc. fex. 
Concif. D. S. manip. ii. infund. cum aq. 
bulient. unc. Viii. Stet in vafe claufo in loco 
| callido’ per horas vi. dein col. et applic. 
‘Thefe glyfters’ ate to be taken twice a-day, 
ot kept in-the inteftines as long as poflible 
which 
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which after fome time is eafily done, if care 
be taken that the reétum be previoutly « empti- | 
ed by.a 'ftool. ‘This glyfter i is, we are told, 
entirely abforbed by the capillary veffels of 
the inteftines ; and Dr Marcard adds, that it 
has proved to be a more powerful method of 
removing obftruétions, or infar&ions of the 
lower belly, than any other. 

Another general caufe of chronic dif. 
eafes, is, relaxation or weaknefs. In real 
weaknefs of the fibre, or relaxed habit, Dr 
Marcard tells us, no better remedy can be 
found than Pyrmont water, efpecially when 
draiik at Pyrmont. Invalids, who arrive fo 
weak as hardly to be able to walk, ‘often in 
Yefsthan a fortmight recover their complexion, 
and can walk for miles with eafe. He'thinks, 
however, this is not wholly to be attributed 
to the water; but that the wholefome, dry, 
and bracing air of Pyrmont, and the conftant 
living in the open air, which is ufual there, 
contribute greatly to promote that effeét. 

He reprefents the Pyrmont water as having 
alfo proved highly ufeful in chronical difeafes 

from bad humours, brought to the furface of 
the body, as in ‘eruptions. In thefe cafes, he 

obferves, 
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obferves;, that sbe bath greatly augments the 
effe&ts of the ‘waters taken internally. “He 
tells us, they have alfo been fonnd ufeful in 


"complaints proceeding from a. congeftion of 
_ blood towards the lower belly ; which he con- _ 


fiders as the caufe of bloody vomiting, and of 
hemorrhoidal complaints. 

The latt fet of difeafes, againft which h he 
reprefents this water as having been found afe- 
ful, are thofe arifing from morbid irritability, or 
mobility of the nerves. During the violence _ 
of thefe diforders, indeed, it is not, he tells us, 
to be ufed; but after their violence is fome- 


what abated, Pyrmont water has, he affirms, 


proved an excellent remedy in nervous ill- 
neffes, in gouty and rheumatic complaints, 
and in weaknels of the ftomach and of di- 
geftion. 

The Pyrmont water, we are told, proves 


particularly effectual in many diforders of fe- 


males, efpecially deficiency or fcarcity of 


~ the menftrual flux ; and thus it is often fuc- 


cefsful in removing caufes of fterility. Dr 
Marcard tells us, there is no danger of giv. 


ing Pyrmont water to children; and that t he 
could mention many inftances, where, _by 
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gneans of it, infants were cuted of bad 
mours, eruptions, {welled bellies, and a 
pofition to feverith difeafes, 

_ After thus mentioning the difeates i in which: 
it may be uféd with advantage, he next enu- 
merates thofe in which it ought not to be em- 
ployed. Any proper fever whatever, he tells" 
us, forbids its ufe. It fhould not even be 
drank during the continuance of an ague ;_al- 
though, after that difeafe has ceafed, few re- 
medies have proved more effectual in prevent- 
ing returns. It fhould not be ufed where there | 
is a difpofition to hemorrhage of a dangerous 
nature,.efpecially from the lungs; and it ne- 
ver, he obferves, can agree with patients who. 
have their lungs phthifically attacked, .where 
there is ulceration, of a great difpofition to- 
wards it. ‘There are alfo, he tells us, fome . 
of the clafs of nervous difeafes, in which it is 
not:to be given; as in epilepfy, and thofe ‘ 
kinds of infaniy where there is 2 violent agi-. | 
tation of the nervous fyftem. 

- .Dr Marcard next gives direétious for 
ing. the Pyrmont water with advantage. — 

Here, he obferves, it is impoffible to lay down’ 
any general rule, as. the mode of giving it 

Won. WI. Dec. Il S 
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“mutt be adapted to the intention in view. The 


common mode; he tells us, is to drink it before 
breakfaft, immediately after getting up, tak- 
ing five or fix ounces every quarter of an 


hour, from thre¢ or four, to eight or nine 


times; the repetitions of the dofe being in- 


- creafed, as it is found to agree with the pa- 


tient. In moft cafes, the. patient will obtain 
relief in three or-four weeks ; but if a cure 
be not then effected, ve an inter- 
val of a week. 

Some people, he cbberven, mix a little milk 


the water, which makes a pleafant com- 
pofition, and is particularly ufefal with chil- 


dren. In general, milk agrees perfectly well- 
with the water. The time between drinking 
glafles of the water, is to be occupied with 
walking about; and the water fhould always 
be drank in the open air. Breakfaft is to be 
taken about an hour after the laft glafs; and 
for this, patients are in general well prepared, | 
as the water caufes a poignant appetite. Ac-: 


cording to different taftes, breakfaft may con- 


fift of coffee, chocolate, cocoa, or the like. 
Butter is rarely admitted; and tea feems not 
to baad with the water. Thofe ‘who bathe, 

fhould 


4 
of, 
| 
‘ 
| 
e 


1788. COMMENTARIES. 275 


fhould do it before dinner ; and the remainder 
of the day is to be fpent at meals, or in a- 


mufements. Much reading or. writing would 


retard the cure; and it is obferved, we are 
told, that the ufe of the water renders the 
eyes irritable. 
The beft feafon for drinking wa- . 
ter, is from the beginning of May till the end — 
of September. ‘The hours kept at Pyrmont 
are,. Dr Marcard thinks, beft accommodated 
- for its fuccefs. It is there ufual to begin 
drinking the water at fix in the morn- 
ing; to breakfaft at nine; to bathe between 
ten and twelve; to dine at one; to fup at 
eight, and to retire about ten. The diet, in 
~ general, fhould confift of food of the lighter 
kind, and of eafy digeftion ; and great mode- 
ration as to quantity, cannot be enough re- 
commended. Grofs animal food, fat cheefe, 
and {trong liquors, fhould never be ufed dur- — 
ing the ufe of the water. A good deal of 
exercife is abfolutely neceffary: But it fhould 
always be moderate, and never puhed further 
than to excite a gentle perfpiration; for 
fweating is an excretion which does not agree 
with the waters. ‘The mind fhould be kept 
5 2 23 
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as tranquil as poffible, and ansiety md inguie- 
tude diligently avoided. 

' The third volume of the deferi of 
Pyrmont, which is not yet publithed, will, we 
are told, treat of the external ufe of the wa- 
ter in general, and of the warm bath in par- 
ticular ; and it will probably contain many 
important obfervations on thefe fabjeéts. But, 
m the mean time, to the fhort defcription 
‘publifhed in Englith, the author has here add- 
ed a few obfervations on the martial bath at 
Pyrmont. The efficacy of this bath he repre- 
fents as very confiderable. It is commonly 
ufed at a temperature from 88 to 95 of 
Fahrenheit’s fcale ; and with this degree of 
_. heat, we are told, it does not weaken or re« 
lax. Its bracing effect he aferibes to the iron 
ochre which it contains. In confequence of | 
this, it fo far tinges the fkin, as to render ir 
redifh during the bathing ; and after the bath, 
the fkin continues rough. That fome of its: 
active pdrts enter.imto the «bforbents of the 
fkin, is, he thinks, proved, from its being 
found, that the perfpiration will tinge linen 
of a redifh colour, feveral days after leaving 
ef the baths, and after wafhing the whole 
body. 
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body. The difeafes in which this bath has 
been found chiefly ufeful, are, weaknefs of the 
. bowels, nervous, gouty, paralytic, and erup- 
_ tive .diforders, and -particularly diforders of 
‘the fex, fterility, and fuppreffion of the men- 
fes; and he recommends it alfo as removing 2 
difpofition to. be much affefted by every 
expofure to cold. 

The Pyrmont water is likewife ufed exter- 
mally, in its cold ftate; and in this way it pro- 
duces the fame effe& as any other cold bath. 
The body, indeed, remains too fhort a time in 
the cold water, to draw any advantage from 
the active ingredients it contains. The ‘kin, 
‘however; is left much more rough than after 
‘bathing in river or common ‘pring’ water 3. fo 
that there “is reafon to think it may have 
higher tonic powers. 
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Medical Obfervations, 


An Account of different Medical Cafes, with 
Singular Occurences. By Mr Henry Hel- 
fham, Surgeon at Stoke in.Norfolk. 


No. 
A Cafe of imperforated Hymen, 


N May 1767, I was defired by Mr Keeble, 

, .a neighbouring furgeon at Brandon in 
Suffolk, to vifit a girl about feventeen years 
of age, who was il] with a fuppreflion of 
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urine. When we exam'ned her, we: found 
fhe had never had: the menfes, There was a 
large {welling pufhed down at the os exter- 
num, like the membranes at the time of birth. 
She had a confiderable {welling in the abdomen, 
chiefly in the right fide, which extended quite 
up under the falfe ribs; and this complaint 
had come upon her gradually. She was now 
in great pain, from the diftenfion ; and had 
been {ubjected to a total fuppreflion of urine 
for a day or two. 

On examining the fwelling at the puden- 
da, it evidently appeared to be an imper- 
forated hymen; and that the catamenia, 
‘which ought to have been evacuated for 
a year or two, had gradually collected 
there. 

Mr Keeble made an opening immediately 
with a lancet, and difcharged feven pints of 
a thick chocolate-coloured fluid. While it 
was difcharging, I prefled with my hande 
upon the abdomen, and could feel: the fwele 
ling gradually fubfide. : 

After the fluid was difeharged, Mr Keeble 
enlarged the opening. She was immediately 
Selieved, recovered her health, and the menfes 
4 flowed 
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flowed afterwards. She is a: 
live, and in. good health, 


26 


A fudden fatal of a of fren 
gulated Herma. 


How fuddenly. fatal does a 
hernia fometimes prove, though reduced ina 


fhort time ; whilft, in other cafes, you may 


‘wait feveral days for performing the opera- 


tion, and it fhall at laft be attended with fuc- 
cefs!—June 29. 1749, I was called, about 
eleven o’clock at night, to ——— Cap, a 
woman 70 years of age, who had been affeét- 
ed with a bubonocele in the right groin from 
her youth, which the always found it a very 
eafy matter toreduce when fhe lay down, but fhe 
never wore a trufs. It had come down about 
nine o’clock this evening ; was now ftrangu- 
Jated, and of a prodigious fize, and protruded 
quite to the labium pudendi. She had fre- 
quent vomitings, hiccup, and a flow, hard 
pulfe. 

I took. 
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I took away about ten ounces of blood; 
and, after fomenting a confiderable time, and 
throwing up a glyfter, endeavoured to reduce 
it, but could not fucceed. An emollient ca- 
taplafm was applied to the part; aod fhe 
took the Miftura corallat. Full. with tind. 
'Thebaic. every three hours. 

returned again at nine the next morn. 
ing ; and, after fomenting, and injecting ano- 
thes glyfter, endeavoured to reduce the her. 
Ria, which I.at laft effected. 
_ She fpund herfelf eafier. I ordered a mix, 
ture, with infuf. fenn. & mann. to be taken 
every two hours, till fhe had a motion. . 

I returned at feven in the evening, and 
| found her dying, She lived only half an 
hour. Her death was unexpeéted, as the 
hernia had been down only twenty-three 
and had been reduced nines ts 
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30 


Cop of obfiinate Conftipation, from indurated 


Feces, 


Yn the 4th volume of Medical Inquiries, is 
the relation of an obftinate complaint, from 
indurated foeces. About nine years fince, I 
had a cafe under my care, in which the re- 
colle€tion of that obfervation was of 
‘cular ufe to me. 

A lady, about feventy-eight years of age, 
was taken ill with griping pains in her bowels, 


‘and a purging; for which the took, in the 


evening, 2 cordial draught, with an opiate ; 
and the next morning a lenient purgative, 
which anfwered-its purpofe, and made her 
perfeétly eafy. From this time fhe was 
troubled with an obftinate coftivenefs, for 
which fhe was obliged to take purging me- 
dicines occafionally. Her complaints went 
on increafing for a month, when fhe com- 
plained of a violent tenefmus, and forcing pains, 
refembling thofe of labour. She obferved, 
that 
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that the purging medicines which fhe had tae 
ken had never brought away any confiderable 
{tool ; but that the voided-only fluid excrement, 
during the time of their operation ; and that 
fhe had never had a motion of the form of 
the bowel fince fhe was firft taken ill. 

I got permiffion to examine the ftate of 
the bowel ; and upon introducing my finger 
into the re€tum, found a large ball of indurated 
feeces, nearly the fize ofa child’s head, which 
¥ broke with my finger, and brought away. 
She was immediately eafier; had an oily 
— giyfter injeéted in the evening, and took an 
opening ‘medicine in the morning, which 
brought away a great’ deal more which my — 
finger could not reach; and thet 
: continued well, 


“Since ‘the above, I met. two 
‘other cafes of the fame kind in elderly wo- 
‘men, who were both in the fame 
‘Faanner. 


} 


No, 


"No. 


Small-Pox. 


There is a difeale, he 
culation, which I have not yet feen taken 
notice of by any writer on the fubje&. _ I 
have. thrice had. an.opportunity of | feeing i it 

John a tall, “healthy, robutt 
man, about. thirty-five years of age, was ing- 
culated by Mr Robert Sutton, in April. 17675 
and paffed through the difeafe extremely, well, 


“About a after he was recovered 


ws 


dimbs, for which he loft twelye ounces of 
blood, and took a dofe of the antimonial 
powder in the evening, and a folution of 
nitre, every five or fix hours. The inflam- 
-matory fymptoms continuing, he was bled a- 
gain the next day. The ufe of the nitre 

was 
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was contistued ; and he took in the evéning 
a bolus, with calomel. gr. v.; and the next — 
morning a dofe of infef. fen. with fal Glaub. 

In a few days, an herpetic eruption broke 
out upon the fkin, and he was affected with 
@ moft extraordinary convulfive motion of the 
mufcles. It was very different from the com- 
mon fubfulrus tendinam, being rather an un- 
dulatory, vermicular motion of the body of 
the mufcles, which might be felt diftinélly, 
by applying a hand to the mofcular parts of 
the extremities, and feen diftin@ly, by look- | 
ing attentively at them. He had, at the 
fame time, the ‘moft afflifting defpondency of 
himfelf and of his recovery that I ever faw, 
attended with a tremulous quicknefs of pulfe, 
want of reft and appetite, and a train of ner- 
Yous fymptoms. 

Blifters to his back, legs, and arms, were 
fucceflively applied. The antiphlogiftic me- 
dicines, Dover’s powders, opiates, nervous 
medicines of all kinds, and the bark, were tried 

in fuccellion, without his obtaining the leaf 
“relief. The difeafe gradually gained ground, 
the eruption fpread, and excoriated the fkin 
‘m large furfaces. ‘The convalfive motion of 
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the mufcles, and defpondency. of mind con- 
tinued. He gradually wore down, —_ died 
the 2oth of June 

“ ‘Thomas Wright, aged twenty-two, a heal- 
thy young man, was inoculated in February 
1769, by -a:neighbouring furgeon; had the 
eruption very flightly, and, to all appearance, 
recovered. 

On the of March, he of 
pains in his limbs; had fever, with an herpe- 
tic eruption like the preceding. Between the 
21ft of March and 6th of April he had been 
twice bled, had taken the Pil. ad erupt. 
Full. at bed-time, and the faline draughts in 
the day, with now and then an opening me- 
dicine interpofed. ‘Thefe were continued. a- 
bout a week; and he then took a bolus at | 
bed-time, with Pulv. febrifug. antim. Camph. 
aa. gr. Vv. Opii gr. i. Theriac. ven. fcrup. fs. ; 
and in the day-time the decoétion of the woul 
with vin. antimonial. 

On the 6th of April, Dr Taylor, is had © 


-feen. the. former patient, vifited him. His 
~ complaints were now much increafed: Total 


want of reft, 2 violent itching eruption on the 


ikin, 
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{zin, with an undulatory vermicular motion of 
the mufcles, jf any thing different, even more 
manifeft than in the preceding, attended with 
the moft afflicting defpondency. 

The Doétor ordered him to try Dover’s ° 
medicine for three nights, and the faline julep 
in theday. Thefe not abating the fymptoms, 
he altered them for the following : A bolus at 
bed-time,withCinnab. faét. fcrup.i. Mofchi Con- 
feét.card.aa. {crup. fs. Opii gr. i.; and a draught 
twice a-day, with decott. .cort. Peruv. and 
gtt. 40, tin. guiac. vol. By the ufe of thefe, 
he gradually recovered his health, and was — 
- perfeétly well in a month following. 


| ——-=— Bennett, a healthy woman, aged 
thirty years, was inoculated by Mr Sutton, 
in March 1769 ; and, in the beginning of A- 
pril, was feized with the fame fymptoms ag 
the preceding, but in a flighter degree. By 
the ufe of an eleétuary with cinnabar and 
guaiacum at bed-time, and the decoét. cort. Pe- 
ruy. in the day-time, fhe gradually recovered. 


Thefe three patients were all taken foon 
after inoculation, in the fame manner, and 
the 
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the fymptoms nearly the fame. In all; 
they feemed to-proceed from great irritation. 
Fhe pains in the joints, and. membranous apo- 
neurofes, the eruption, and the vermicular 
contraction of the mufcles, were alike; and in 
all; did the nervous fyftem feem to be more 
particularly affeéted.. Was this owing to any — 
reli of the variolous matter, not thrown off 
from the conftitution? or, Was it owing to 
the mercurial medicines given during the pre- 
paration? Our calomel is too frequently pre- 
pared with the. fublimate brought from Hol- 
Jand, which is known to have a deleterious 
poifon in its compofition. By adting as a fti- 
mulus in the nervous fyftem, and minima vaf- 
cula, might it not pate the fymptoms re+ 
lated above ? 

I faw the fame in two 
young women, by anointing for the itch with 
an ointment prepared by a farrier, which I 
had great reafon to think contained arfenic 
in its compofition. One died, and the other 
recovered with great difficulty. . 


No. 


\ 


3788: “COMMENTARIES. 289. 


ant the Ventricles of the Brain. 


_ Are not obftinate headachs, and epileptic 
difeafes in adults, more frequently owing to the 
hydrocephalus internus than is generally ima- — 
gined? If we were oftener permitted to in- 
fpe& the bodies after death, perhaps we fhould 
be afcertained of this affertion. 


In May 1759; Mary Viol, about forty years’ 
of age, applied to me. She was very regular’ 
with regard to the catamenia, and had, till 
lately, enjoyed a good ftate of health; except= 
conftant pain in her head, with which 
fhe had, more or lefs, been always troubled.’ 
Her complaints now were, conftant paio in’ 
the crown-of her head, which extended about: 
the breadth of the palm of ahand. She had: 
violent exacerbations of this pain, two-or three 
tities a-day, which threw: her into immediate’ 
faintings, facceeded by profufe fweate, which re- 
lieved her} or, if this did not happen, the vomit~ 
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eda quantity of bile, which had the fame effect. 
She could not. look perpendicularly upwards, 
without bringing on a violent return of the 
pain. She was fometimes free from thefe_ 
violent returns for two or three days; but 
never from the pain and heavinefs, attended 
with a tingling inthe ears. Her fenfes were 
pretty clear, excepting when fhe had thefe 
frequent returns, and her 
good. 

Gentle evacuations of all kinds were tried ; ‘ 
bleeding, cupping in the neck, blifters to the. 

« back and head, a feton in the neck. She was 
vomited, took fmall dofes of facred tinéture, 
nervous and foetid mediciaes of all kinds: but 
from nothing that was done, did find any 
relief. 

When her head was fhaved to apply the 
blitter, I examined it; and, juft at the place 
where the complained of the pain, there was 
a longitudinal depreffion; i in which I could al- 

moft lay my finger. 

Dr Hepburn of Lynn was confalted, who 
advifed her being fcalped upon the part; and 
if, after the removal of the integuments, the 
bone fhould be found depreffed, to apply the 
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trepan, which was accordingly done. The 
difcharge from the wound was confiderable; 
but did not in the leaft relieve her. She liv- 
ed a fortnight after the trepan was applied. 
When fhe died, I got permiffion to open her 
head. Upon turning afide the left lobe of 
the brain, afd opening the left ventricle, E 
difcharged fix: or eight ounces of a ferous 
fluid, with a number of hydatids of different 
fizes, from that of a pullet’s egg to the {mall- 
nefs of a pea, 
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Account of the fuccefsful Treatment of. an Ulcer 
Of the Leg; with Remavks. on Ulcers of the 
Legs in general, in warm Climates: :By 
Mr Stewart Henderfon, ‘Surgeon. fi sd Ma- 
jefty’s Ship Aftrea, at | 


OBSERVED, when I was employed dur- 
ing the laft war in the Weft Indies, ard 
when I*attended one of our principal naval 
hofpitals there, that no complaint baffled the 
efforts of the medical art more than ulcers 
in the legs: I faw many brave men fall 
victims to this cruel complaint, and many lofe 
their limbs. I remarked, that the cure of the 
ftump was greatly accelerated, by making the 
patients ufe exercife; which firft led me to 
try what it would do in the cure of the ulcer. 
And, laying afide all relaxing and emollient 
applications, (which I confidered as evidently 
_ tending to increafe the complaint), the refult 
of 
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of purfuing this method of praétice has been, 
the cure of feveral ulcers; and particularly 
_ the one of which an account is here annexed. 


1787. February the 12th. 


_ George Gorden, aged thirty, fhewed me 
this day, an ulcer on the tibia, about the fize 
of a half crown. It difcharges a thin fanies, 
mixed with blood. It is painful and inflamed. © 
He fays, that he had a large ulcer on the 
fame place fome years ago, when in the Welt 
Indies, and that it did not heal until he was 
- fome time in England. He has a pale, fallow 
countenance, and appears to be of 3 bad ha- 
bit of body———Apply a little lint moiftened 
in oil on the ulcer, and over it a warm emol- 
dient cataplafm, till the pain and inflammation 
abate. Let him ufe reft, and keep his leg — 
fapported, and take as a purgative, Infuf. 
Tamarind. cum fenna unc. ofto. _ 

13th. The mixture operated. The pain 
and inflammation are a little abated : but the 
ulcer fpreads; and difcharges the fame matter 

as before. Continue the cataplafms. 
14th, Complains ftill of pain; .and the in- 
flammation has not fubfided. Let fomenta- 
sions 
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_ tions be ufed, and the cataplafms continued. 
‘B Mift. Nigrof. unc. x. Tart. Emet. gr. ii. 
M. capiat unc. i, fecund. quaque hor.; et 
habeat, h.s. Effent. Antim. gtt. xxx. L. L. gtt. 
- xx. Aq. Menth. unc. ii. M. f. hauft. 

15th. Inflammation abated; and the 
draught procured him a good deal of reft.— 
Continue the fomentations and cataplafms, 
and let him take Fares, Thebaic. gr. i. 

h. s. | 

16th. . Refted pretty well laft night. ‘The 
inflammation is now almoft gone ; and he has 
little pain from the ulcer. Difcontinue the 
emollient applications, and drefs with dry lint 
and a comprefs, wer in a folution of Sacch. 
Saturn. with vinegar ; to be renewed three or 
four times a-day. Let him abftain from falt- 
ed meat and fpirits, and haye rice and fago 
for diet, and a pint of Madeira wine every 
day. Apply a flannel roller, from the foot to 
about three or four inches above the ulcer; 
and let him every day, take Decoé. cort. 
Peruv. Ib. i. Tiné&. cort. Peruv. Huxham. 
unc. ii. Succ. Lemon. unc. i. Sacchar. rubr. 
fs. M, 


20th, 
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- goth. The ulcer is confiderably larger.— 
Continue the laft ordered remedies. - As the 
-jnflammation is gone, let him Walk about, and 
ufe.exercife. Continuetur Cortex et Succ. 
a ‘ut antea, et rep. Extra&. Thebaic. 
bh. s 
95th, The ulcer looks has. not 
fpread any fince the 20th. Appears now to 
be at a-ftand. Difcharges little. Apply 
ftrong digeftive of red precipitate, and a com- 
prefs wet in camphorated fpirit. Let him ufe 
‘more exercife, as he can now do it without 
giving pain ; and let him make ufe of the cold 
bath every morning. Keep the flannel roller 
conftantly on. Add to the Cortex fal. Martis 
fcrup. i. in die. 
goth. Continued the Cortex and fal Mart. 
and the laft ordered dreflings. The ulcer dif- 
_ charges a good deal by the precipitate, but 
rather foetid. -Apply lint in Tiné. Cort. Pe- 
ruv. to the furface of the fore, and renew the 
faturnine applications, with the addition of a 
little camphorated fpirit. Let his leg be well 
rubbed with a coarfe cloth every morning, and 
the utmoft cleanlinefs be attended to. 
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6th March. Continued the fame, with feem- 
ing advantage’ for the ulcer has contratted 
one half its fize. Healthy granulations are 
rifing ; and the difcharge is much altered for 
the better. He has recovered his looks a 
good deal. The edges of the ulcer appear 


to be a little callous: Let them be touched a © 


little with a fcalpel, and repeated ited two or 
three days, if neceflary. 

The ulcer continued to cpntraé& daily, wee 
it was perfedtly healed on the 24¢/; and he 
he went to his duty, enjoining him to wear 
conftantly ‘a comprefs and bandage, to pres 
vent receiving any injury from the ropes, 


Upon the whole, from my own pradtice 
I can venture to fay, that the moft effectual 
method of treating ulcers on the extremities 


_of feamen, the effeéts’of a warm and relaxing 


climate, as well as living on a putrefcent diet, 


js to ufe fuch topical applications as -warm 


and ftimulate, increafing the action of the ex- 
treme veflels. ‘This I found beft anfwered, 


by avoiding all emollient and relaxing appli- 


cations, unlefs when pain and inflammation 


-gequired their ufe; which was left off as foon 
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as thefe fymptoms abated, and reft was con- 
tinued no longer. Dry lint, with fometimesa 
little red precipitate to increafe the difcharge ; 
compreffes wet in faturnine folutions with 
camphorated fpirit ; and, above all, a flannel 
.roller, properly applied, fo as to enable the — 
patient to make ufe of fufficient exercife, 
were of great fervice. This, with the cold 
bath, greatly accelerated the healing procefs. 
While’ thefe external means were going on, 
internal remedies were given at the fame time, 
with two intentions: fr/?, To correé the 
putrid diathefis, and to produce good juices ; 
fecondly, To brace and ftrengthen the fyftem. 

To anfwer the firft, Peruvian bark, with 
the juice of lemons or limes with brown fugar, 
a nourifhing diet, and a fufficient quantity of 
good wine, were given daily; which was af- 
forded by the saat nny of Captain 
Rainier. 

The /econd was anfwered by preparations 
of fteel with the bark, aflifted by exercife 
and the cold bath. Opium was occafionally 
given, to allay pain and irritation. 

1 have not yet had fufficient praétice, 
fince I began to purfue this mode of treat. 


ment, 
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| ment, to affirm whether I thall equally fuc- 


ceed in large ulcers on the extremities of men 
whofe folids and fluids are in a worfe flate 
from having been longer in the country, and - 
who have had accefs to new rum, and been 
¢ngaged in irregularities. 


‘ 
\ 
‘ 
\ 
| 


COMMENTARIES. 299 


Ul. 


Account of the Difection of two fingular 
_ Cafes. By Mr Robert Lawfon, Surgeon, 
Leith, 


I. 


Unexpeéted Hydropic Appearances. 


‘ARGARET STEWART, aged fix- . 
teen years, unmarried, of a healthy 
make, was feized with a pain in the breaft 
and bowels, with a violent bilious vomiting and 
naufea, on the 23d April 1787, in confequence, 
as fhe imagined, of lifting a heavy bafket. 
Her complaints increafing, fhe walked from > 
Edinburgh to Leith on the 23d, and on the - 
evening of the 24th I was fent for; when, 
befides the above complaints, I found a flight 
{welling of the abdomen ; a fmall pulfe, about 
yea; -menfes regular ; belly coftive; with a 


very 


; 


goo MEDICAL... Dre. 


very dull, heavy eye. I then prefcribed an 


emetic powder, ‘with tartarus antimonialis, to 
be taken in fmall dofes every twenty minutes, 
till the vomited five or fix times. She took 
two dofes, was vomited four times, and 
purged once. After this the feemed eafier, 
and paffed a tolerable night; but, in the 


_ morning, the vomiting returned, which cone 


tinued till 8 o’clock that evening, when the 
died. Anodynes, conjoined with magnefia, 
were frequently given without any apparent 
_ l opened this girl,on the 27th, in prefence 
of Mr James Ruffel, furgeon in Edinburgh, 
and Mr Andrew Fyffe of the College ; when 
we found in the ventricles of the brain about 
two ounces of a watery fluid; in the thorax, 
two pounds; in the pericardium, two ounces ; 
in the abdomen, fix pounds ; ia the ovarium, 
an ounce; with inflammation and mortifica- 
tion of the inteftines. My finger was -cut 
with the fcalpel, in confequence of which it 
feftered; was two weeks in healing, and 
brought on fome feverifh complaints. 
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Cass 


4 occafioned by the bead of 


Os 


léapt froma ‘confiderable height, and fell on. 
her right leg when extended. ‘It was how- 
ever neither’ fractured nor: diflocated. The 
fwelling and pain went off in a few days, and 
fhe could: ufe is as well as ever; but’ it was,- 
at leaft from that time, a. full inch fhorter. 
than the other: On the qth July 1788 (the: 
being then nine years and:four months old), 
was.called:to-her. 1 found her very miich- 
emaciated, with her pulfe at, 120 in the mi- 
nute. She had no complaint or pain from, 
her leg, but. flight ones in the belly and-righe- 
fide, with a difcharge from the anus of about: 
eight ounces of blood, and a little matter 
mixed with it of a foetid {mell. This had be- 
gun four weeks before I fawher. The parts 
were all excoriated, and the anus itfelf of a 
fpongy appearance. 
I firkt 


¢ 
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I firft purged her gently; and, as I was un- 
able to find any ulcer from introducing my 
finger into the gut, and n& opening exter- 
nally, I was truly at a lofs how to proceed. 


. I then applied an aftringent cataplafm, which 


had no effe&. Ornithe sth, I applied a quan- 


‘tity of powdered bark, which ftopped the 


difcharge. - She was then attacked with vo- 
miting, which no anodyne could 


3 _ fhe died on the 6th. 


operied her on the 8th, and: found: shee 
the head of the os femoris was entirely — 
through its focket, in the right os inominatum ; 


‘and on the concave fide of the os inominatum, 


lay an oblong bag, containing about twelve: 
ounces of purulent matter. _ The one end of 
the bag operied into the reétum, four inches 
from ‘the anus, and. confequently its contents. 
were voided by that part. The: matter in’ 
the bag was exceedingly thick and fcetid: 
thus: it appeared, that it had been the thin 
part of the matter which was difcharged. 


2 
d 


4788 COMMENTARIES. 


W. 
Account of a Suppuration of. the Liver, termi 
_ nating fuccefifully, after a Jarge Difcharge 


‘mas Garnett, M. D. 


\HARLES AREY, eetat. 34, a | 
under the neceffity of earning bread for 
a numerous family, had for fome months la- 
boured very hard, in a very-inclement feafon, 
(O&ober, November, and December 1760), 
expofed to all the viciffitudes of the weather. 
He was fupported by food not half fuffici- _ 
ent to fatisfy the cravings of nature, and by 
drink confifting only of water, or milk and wa- 
ter... His wife was at this time lying danger- 


~ oufly ill of a confumption, which obliged him 


to fit up whole. nights attending her. If we 


add to thefe caufes the great anxiety and de- 


preflion of mind which neceffarily attends a 
porens in fuch a fituation, we fhall not be fur- 
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- prized that his ftrength began to decay, and 
that-he'foynd himfelf very much debilitated. 
a : But he was: obliged by neceflity to continue: 
. : his labour, and his poverty prevented his ap- 
plying for medical affiftance. 
| Some time after this, he began to feel a 
pain in the right hypochondrium, ‘which 
foati followed ‘by fwelling: of the liver, and 
| fyfaptoms of ‘jaundice.’ ‘Fhis continued'from 
_ February to May 1787, when he madé appli- 
| cation to Mr Dawfon of Sedburgh, a gentle. 
man.well known for-his abilities as-a-mathe= 
matician and philofopher; and an excellent nes 
 dicaF praétitioner. He ordeted: hit “a:medi< 
which he: had-often' ‘found: fuccefsful-in: - 
cafes of jaundice, -confifting: of foap, rhuberb,! 
and: fal ‘polychireft. ‘By’ means ‘of this, wie 
an emetic, thé fymptoms of jattidice left bith; 
but the’ fwelling of ‘the ‘liver fricreafed 
Taft, and was by ‘this time become: very latge.: 
the zift of May, ‘he’ was ‘directed to talée’ 
fmall dofes of cdldmel every day, in the! formt 
of ‘pills, ‘which: he did without any dfnfitution' 
of the fwellihg; or any’ other obftruadion.—+ 
On the’ Bthiof* June, faw hiin’ forthe: 
time. “His pulfe was about: and feeble; 
and 
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Infaf. Amar: fimp. UNC. 

“"Tin&. Amar. unc. i. - 

Aromat, unc. fs. M. 
OF this he was diref&ted to take two table- 
{poonfuls twice a-day, and enjoined a nourifh- 
ing diet and a little wine. {n a few days, he 
found his appetite fomething better, and 


_ thought: he was not quite fo weak. But the 


fwelling did ‘not diminifh, and he had a heétic 
fever, with exacerbations every evening, ac- 
companied with profufe fweats in the night- 
time. On the 15th off June, he was feized 
with a diarrhea, fuppofed to be occafioned by 
the calomel, for which we preferibed the fal- 
fowing : 
% Confe&. Japon. unc. i. 
Aq. Cinam. ten. unc. iii. 
——— fpir. drach. vi. 
Tin&, Thebaic. gtt. xl. M. 
OF this he was ordered to take a table fpoone 
ful after every loofe ftool. This foon moder 
sated the diarrhea ;. but as he thought it alfo 
Ver. UI. Dsc. Il. U mada: 
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, made Ms. health better, he. ic 
conftantly, morning and evening, sill the 28th, 
when, on‘account of the fweating, he was di- 
rected to take twenty.drops of, the eljxir of 
vitriol twice a-day,: which. had the effec of 
moderating it ; but the fwelling fill continued 
to increafe, and became very painful. On 


the 12th of July,about four o'clock inthe 


morning, he was fuddenly awaked by a paia 
and weight i in his bowels, and a. great irritae 
tion to go to ftool; when he difcharged be- 


tween five and fix pounds of a pyrulent-like 
matter, mixed with blood, and which had a 


moft intolerable fmell. The heétic fever now 
jncreafed to a great degree ; but the {welling 
of the liver was much diminifhed. He conti- 
nued to difcharge a quantity of this kind of 
matter every two or three days, for. feveral 
weeks, and his death was expe&ed to be at 


no great diftance. It is evident, that an ab- 


{cefs had formed in the liver, the matter of 


_ which had made its way ipto the inteftines, 


probably by eroding their coats. The dif- 
charge however leffened by degrees, and ceaf- 


ed | before the cad of Augut ; and, by. conti- 
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“ noing to take the elixir of vitriol, ‘together 
with the bitter infufion above-mentioned, and 
a nourifhing diet, he began to recover 

ftrength faft, and is, at prefent, free from 
any 
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An Accqunt of the 


from the athon on Of Vomiting. By Mr Johs 
Drydep, Sur jn Jamaica. 
of bie roth 
regiment of was {cized, on’ the 
morning of the sit aft December 1787 (after 
taking litde with navfea, and 
inclination to yomit, which he encouraged 
by dritking plentifully of warm ‘water, until 
it prodaced: full vomiting. He hhad ati idea, 
which is common it this country,’ that 


his ‘tomiach was loaded’ with bile, and, of 


courle, its ‘evacnation necelfary to his future 


health. However, in this he ceftainly was 


miftaken ; for the irtitability of the ftomach 


proceeded from a debatich | over-niight, with 


which he had been much inebriated: * 
He always guarded againft emetics “for, 
dering theit operation, be ftrain'ex- 
Ay éedin gly 
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ceedingly hard, and-felt generally a confider< 

swarta wanee bite 4d very 
mach; and in this a@ion he felt fomething 
give way internally, which gave him a fenfa- 
tion.as if he had received an injefion of 
fome liquid matter into the eavity of the 
thorax, He alfo brought ups little blood ; 
from whence conjeftured, that one of the 
large veffels of the fangs was ruptured; 
and occahioned the the pain he then begat 

feel the gigs of ftomiach and 
| 
The ‘vomiting ceated, and. was face 
ceeded by thirlt, great heat in the fomacl 
and throat, conftipstion and reftieflacts, 
“Three laxative -injettions were exhibited 
| withoat effect. Anodynes alfo, canted uo a- 
Datement oF pain. After this, an ¢ yfe- 
matous,fwelling took, place all ro Deck 
and throgt; Oe of 
air in the, cellar fabftance could very di- 
pergeiveds 
_ About 4, P. M., of 
glyer thrawe, up, he had a 
| 
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finall which pave him fome cafes. 
and removed his pate to the left. fide,:, Big: 
breathing now became more .laborions; ac- : 
companied With heavy graass:and fighs. ‘He 
complained’ of a litthe pain: in-the tight. fde,- 
but by no“rheans equal: to that on: the left. 
He could not alter ‘his: pofri¢n,;' wichour : 


ing his Junge: comprefied, to: fuchia dégree,:. 


that hé Neds aftaid, inftartt fuffoeation... 
Fomentasiqns, and: the -warnt bath; .were’ 
ufed, without: the: finalicf: relief. 
clock, perfpiration copious: and >-His:. 
palfe rather fell,-: Twelve ‘of bliod: 
were taken from the arm: While the blood: 
was flowing frentthe vein, be could breathe fa- 
ther mofe edfily:: however, about five minutes, 
after, bie former {ymptoms  fecurred pulfe.. 
very perfpiration:.clasimy: and: 
Still rexained. his fenfeas! 
. half paft-nime, bed 2. copious:sftaol.! 
His breathiag became fmalles: and !fmaller. tor: 
the ; and-abont: o’chock he died“; 
Blifters were applied ‘to. his fid¢,-and :asher. 
remedies: were ufed, without the leaft 


i 

i 


Box io fot onl 


On perforating: ithe? cavity of: thd horas. 


a.confiderablequamity of air efcaped.°‘The 
with air, patticularly about the neck. The. 


was: ‘ruptured, before «it 
pafles;inte diiphragm;: and the -wholé 
contests of Momach had paffed through 
thint. orifice imto-the cavity of the thorax, and 
comprefied : she into a very: fmall com- 
About one gallon, ‘confifting of ‘a ‘mix 
tare of wihe, water; and the: matter employ- 
ed. as was wken.out of the left fide, 
where he felt all his.pain, Nearly two quarts 


tight fide, and in an effervefcent ftate: 
-» Partieles of oil were feen floating on the 
furface of this Jiquor in the thorax. Could 
thefe psocéed from the oil of the glyfters 
that were thrown 
laceration in the oefophagus was lon- 
‘ gitudinal, and fo large as to admit the fore 
and middle finger. 


Apatt 


of-she fame:.were!.alf found effufed ia the 
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-. A part of the ftomach, below the cartilage | 
- enfiformis, about the fize of a crown piece, 
appeared red and inflamed: 
The of the thoracic snd abdominal 
vifcera, were all perfely-found. 
The fmell. of ‘the: urine could be. | 
degree of fermentation, 

He a ftrong healthy. and hy 
means fubje& to difeales.. He osly conpidin- 
ed of a flight cold previous to this event. 
_ The aétion of vomiting was the fole caufe 
of this rupture ; and: fhews low cautious we 
Gught to be inthe. 
particularly in a, climate where.she. generat 
fyftem is fo relaxed. Lem. perfondely that: 
mare patients die, by. she 
of emt, ban ol a. 


aware of. 
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ite’ 
of Genes; anid on the Occurrence of 


“te 
i widentic of the 
tne: “Te betty divided ineo 
ages and conftirutions. But it ie particn-° - 
larly the bane of the young, vigorous, and. 
plethoric; of thofe whofe blood is in a ftate 
moft liable to favour and produce obftruc-~ 
ous fever are, firft, violent exercile in, os 
pofure to the fan’s heat; drinking of ardent 
| fpirits, 
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fpirits, or any thing that caufes a copious per- 
fpiration, provided it gets a fudden check, by 
the application of cold moift air ; fudden im- 
merfion in cold water, or fudden. _— to 
the dew of the evening” 
‘Thefe are the canfes chiefly producing it 
ins thie. amt: Ran 
dnd: infin be aéted-upag:ip a diferent 
way,ito produce: the: fame: 
fibres are nephrally Jan, textie of 
their blood diffelved ; confequently, they are 
more liable to be aéted on by flighter caufes, 
shan would produce the fame fymptoms in 
younger dubjeBaiwz io 
cdn tho the yousdgoend plethe 
ticyrit gdsierally attacks with 
‘and: tei: the: 
head region of theadems; rial’ 
fez; ‘great thinit, ‘aod the 
hard and quick. dn the viz: The: 
assacks: with fpmptais of; 
nervous atonid gréstjand faddes profiadion: 
of ftrength; dejection of fpirits; the pulfe: 
fmall, guick.aed Gustering); palpinitions; : add 
Dashed.) 
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indications of eure are, belles 
firll to be done by bleed- 
fram » large orifice, from which - 


we' may often: obferve the moft inftantancous, 


of. ‘the bezond ten hours from the firit 
ayacks. asthe vielent momentum foon lnofens 
. them and the whole mafs of fuidsinto a flate 
of be ule of a-warm femicu- 
pinm. is fometimes of advantage; but for 
the abere reafone ‘tt. thonld 
lodged there,--which effefed by anti- 
mopiat preparations; aad the: belt of thar 
clafé, opinions the tartams antimo- 
njalis, 
she : sedundant ile 
which isibeft done: by finall dofes of antimo- 
falte, plentifal di-- 
lutipg with'mild eeasand procl, 
-To'defend: the prinive -viee and 
teftines from the acrimony ofthe bile. For 


goad ¥e¢ 1 would not advife the ufe | 


he « 
nous and.oily g ‘Sos 
» 


- With this tr 
able to procure 2 selon te fend 
or thitd day-- -Then. 
not, even for. a moment, delay shrowing in the 
Peruvian bark,7 If. the ftomach, will eafily 
bear it, he may throw:in the bark at the rate 
of half an ounce, of more; every hour, would 
alfo advife the, copious. ufe of the. vegetable 
acid, and. juices of ripe fruits, as oranges, &c. 

Provided .the. bark. binds, and occafions 2 


‘difagreeable-weight at the ftamach, it will be 


neceflary to add to cach dole-a-few gtains of 

pulv. rheei.... If, off 
freely by. ftool, would by yo.qeans check 
for. a little time: The praétitioner will. ake 
ways-have. that in-his power,ag~by. adding a 
few drops of . tinét. -Thebaic.- he will fooa 
conquer the-bark’s teadency downwards. 

Thefe are,.the mpft; common - indications, 
and the of qure whith I have eftes 
known to fycceed. geperally. hae a 


| 7 by. fwest, shows, the -niath ‘or 


eleventh day; but-is fometine 
the thirteenth, when it leaves the patient in 


a 


at 
e 


hate of ro dcbiley oth of body and 
| grede, Rave known patients 
(after the bark and corroborants hate 
BEG Wed) of feerng, bear- 
Oe properly, for a fortnight or 


“hautted with the moft frightful 
ideas’ and foolifis Chimeras. Even the terrible 
Of being hanged; though they endeavour 
‘fata* up’ ‘the ‘little fortiude they were 
shen of t get rid'of, would fome- 
tines’ Ratint their imaginations, till ‘che gene- 
fal’ flow’ of ‘the nefvous finid, and tenfion of 
the mufcalar fibtes, “were reftored. 
Comangh confequente of bilious 
fever: ‘isifwelled aukles, which likewife gene- 
tally fabfide as thé tone of the fyftem is re; 
ftored. 08 
impollible to fay where the iaflamma- 
tory ftage -ends,‘and the putrid commences, 
they ‘fapidly into each other. The 
emetic tartar is Yelt calculated for the evacua- 
sion: of-bilions this reafon, that it 
ade in‘ a double capacity, by evacuating bile, 
gud ‘at’ the: fame time: citr 
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Thele few! cakfory reinarks are the refidte 


ef my own parcicalarly on the Coait 


« 


2. eve 


Lf 


At a time: when I was atrending a patience 


ander inoculation, a lady, I-alfo attend- 


‘ed, was fafely delivered male child. Two 
or three days after’ the birth, I was defired 
to look ‘at fome' fpots*whicli appeared on the 
“face, neck,- and different parts of the body, 
and which alarmed the'fritnds of the infant. 
1 immediately pronounced the eruption to be 
that of the fmall-pox ; and in confequence, 

took fome pains to watch the progrefs. 
From fome particular circumftances in the 
eafe of the mother, the child was rather fa- 
tigued than nourifhed, and the eruption came 
but flowly out. However, it was found at 
Jaft neceffary to pu the child out to nurfe 
and, providentially, a very healthy one was 
found: in confequehce of ‘which, in a few 
days I perceived the eruption (hitherto rather 
flat 


. 
| 
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gig 


flat and tardy) put on a very different afpet ; 
that of filling up, and maturating kindly. 

The puftules blackened, and went off, in the 
ufual manner of the diftin& {mall-pox 

I know, that fome in the profeffion are 
prejudiced againft the idea of infeétion taking | 
place'iar utero from the mother. But I con- 
Gaer chis'a marked cafe of that kind, and a 
fill proof’ of the. error of fuch prejudice. 
It is a certain faé, that the finall-pox, in the 
natural way, have prevailed in the neighbour- 
hood of the child ‘fince it was put to nurfe, 
~withont afly new infeBion mak~- 
fag their appeardhcé. 
' And I know an old lady (grandmother to 
the faid child), who fays the was born with 
ghe fmall-pox. ‘It is certain, the is now up- 
wards of fixty (in good heck, and never 
had any other, 
Thefe fagts-1 hambly mention to you, 
They involve a number of queries, which I 
Nope’ in tithe ‘will be both pur and anfwered 
by fome of yout numerous and very ingeni- 
ous correfpondents. I only withed to give 
them fimply, and without any commentary. 


VI. 
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on Shore, and terminating. fuccefsfully. By 
‘Snffolk. 


May 

¥ Was this day applied to for medical af 
P fiftance, by a woman of feventy-five 
years of age, who has {pongy, putrid gums, 
contraction and pain about the flexor tendons 
of the hams, a remarkable livid appearance 
en the thighs, which is diffafed to a confider- 
able extent. There are alfo evident marks of 
extreme ‘debility 7 in the fyftem. Thefe .com- 
plaints were firft t_obferved about a month 
ago; “finge that tine | they have bees gradually 
jacreafing. Under the prefent citcnmitances, | 
I prefcribed the following remedies; | 
Ting. Thebaice. ~~ 
Effent, Antimonii Huxhami aa. drach. ii. M. 


| 


Of 
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Of thefe drops the was direfted to take thirty, 

every night at bed-time, out of a cup of 

warm fage tea. This medicine had the ef- 

fe& of producing a general diaphorefis. In 

the courfe of the day, fhe was direéted to _ 

which fome biner aromatic ingredients had 

been infuled. acid elixir of vitriol was 

thkewde taken feveral times’ia a day, to the 

quantity of thirty drops for a dofe.. On ac- 

count of the fponginefs and: patridicy of the 

gums, the feeqnemdy applied to them a mix- 

gure, compofed of an infufion of fage and 

honey, acidulated with vinegar. To remove’ 

the rigidity, as well as to effet an abarement 

of paia about the ham-ftrings, recourfe was 

had twice fn a day to fomentations, prepared 

from warm, antifeptic herbs. With regard 

co diet, the was defired to ule chat which ap- | 
peared belt adapted to the weakuefs of the 
digeftive organs—In confequence of regu- 

latly putfeing the plan here mentioned, I had 

the pleafure to ‘find her, in the courfe of a 

month, nearly reftoréd to ber ufaal ftate of 
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So erident’ the 
eafe, undex which this patienstaboured, appear 
to be, no: dowbr can arife ¢on- 
cerning ithe. propriety .of ‘pronouncing 
cafe of ttue scurvy; Although, this; difeate 
is: well known atsack,, for the moft: part, 
thofe who live at fea, :yet we fometimes: meet | 
with where‘ J:-fhould imagine. it 
arifes fimilar caufes to. thofe from, which 
it proceeds at fea. ~“Thofe which; 1, had.rea: 
fon to believe.to be prindpally ,aftive:in she 


.it, in the prefent, cafe, were 


the, following; viz. impyre, sir, .a fedentary 
life, and, the ufe of food eafily afimilated 
jngo chyle,; or, .at-leaft, por into. fach as was 


fofficient . properly. antwer: the purpoles of 
| nutrition. and weakened ftate 


of, the, pewors,’ in ‘confequence of old 
age, - -had. likewife probably, no. {mall fhare ID 
favouring, 4 difpefidon to fuch a difeafe. As 
perhaps, in every inftance of trué {curvy, 
the perf] pirable matter is more or lefs retain- 
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ed, and difpofed: to: acquire:an-acrimoniaqus, 
putrid ftate, 1..was induced to have:reconrfe 
to. fuch ‘a; remedy as I thought was likely. to 
act onthe furface of the body, and produce 
fweat. The tendency which fuch an. eva 
cuation has to effect a recovery. in’ thofe who 
are affli@ed with fcurvy, appears ta: be fuffir 
ciently well éxpreffed by a learned and 
judicious writer *, in the: following words: 
‘© Sudor enim vita fcorbuticorum elt, i in omni 
cocli, in omni zetate.”” | 
With regard to the of diaphoretics, | 
in the above-mentioned difeafe, I fhould be 
Jed to givéithe preference to opium, conjoin- 
ed with fomne antimonial preparation ; for by 
frequent. and repeated trials, 1_am fully con- 
vinced, that the opetation of fuch an union 
is in’ @tneral condu@ed with much more cer- 
tainty aad fuccefs, than when ‘thefe articles 
are feparately adminiftered. 
_Befides employing fuch means as are cal- 
culated to-excite {weat in {curvy, it appears 
to be no lefs neceffary to have recourfezo - 
thofe remedies which are known to poflefs a 
power of the natural. tone and. yi- 
* Hulme. 
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gour 40 the organs of digekien, which, in this. 


Gifeafe, ave for the mokt part greatly weaken- 


ed: Je wes therefore with fach an imention 
thar I adminiftered bitters, and the ack) dlixis 
of vitriol, im the prefent cafe. With regard 
to external applications, it iq truc, they are 
rapable of being of no further ufe, in this 
difeafe, than in appeafing pain, and render- 
ing thofe parts which are rigid and fiff, foft 


and pliable ; for which purpofe, the ingenious 


Dr Lind, in his admirable tweatife on the 


feurvy, appears to approve of their ule. 


I readily acknowledge, there is nothing ia 


- this cafe that is {ufficient to entitle it to the 


claim of fingularity ; yet 1 thould hope, the 
detail here given of it may not, on that ac- 


count, be altogether deemed ufelefs and un- 
interefting ; for I believe it may be juftly af- 
ferted, that it ig not an attention to uncom- 
yon occurrences alone, that may be faid ta 
contribute to the i improvement of the healing 
art, but alfo an attention to fach as more 
frequently prefent themfelves to our: notice ; 
as, in thefe, a diligent and difcerning praéti- 
tioner will feldom fail in being able to dete 
certain faéts that cannot but tend to enlarge 


his 
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his experietice, as well as improve his judg- 
ment, in medical matters. And although the 
mode of treatmettt which I here thotight pro-- 
per to adopt, is nothing beyond what the 
€onimon courfe of ptaétice is capable of 
gefting, yet the fuiccefsful application of -it m 
the prefent cale, ntay perhaps in onic degree 
further tend to illufttate iss efficacy, and con- 
firm its: utility., For, as.an elegant writer: * 
of antiquity obferves, Sic medicinam- or- 
tam, fubitide aliorum aliortm interitt, 
pernicivfa difcernedtem a falutaribus.” 
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Hiftory of an-Ancurifm of the Crural Artery, 
with fingular Cirtumftances.. Mr 
Clark, Surgeon i mn 


ATRICK DONALD, planter,. came to 
- town to have a confultation of the me- 


_ dical gentlemen refpe&ing a tumour in his 


left groin, having been informed, by the fur- 


_geon who attended him in the parifh where 


he refided, that it was of a dangerous ten- 
dency, and that he dreaded the confequence. 
He was about forty-eight years old, had been 
long in the Weft Indies, but enjoyed good 


health; had ftill a good conftitution, and was 


hardy and aétive. Upon examining the tu- 
mour, which was at this time about the fize 
of a large turkey’s egg, we found it to be an 
aneurifm of the crural artery, which began. 
about an inch and a half below the abdomi- 

| nal 


a 
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nal ring.- ‘We wére no doubt affe@ed; from 

the idea of the cértainty.of the fatal event of 
this uncommon cafe: we; however, concealed 
our feelings from the poor man, and ordered 
a’ trufs prepared ima particular-maneer, 


fo. as\to keep a conftant-and gentle compref- 


-fion ‘on the tamouraAg, the fame,time, we 
orderéd: him twoslivé upon ‘milk, vegetables, 
and.frnits; and to.s¥oid:{pirituous liquotsand 
animal: food; all with. 4: view to put ‘off the 
evil:day, Upon béing queftioned’ particular< 
ly-with :refpe& to the caufe of this.tumour, 
he recolleéted,; that’ about a month. or fix 
weeks before,: in. ¢oming into the boiling; 
houfe, in.the evening before the lamps were 
lighted (it being.in crop-time, on a fugar 
eftate), he ftruck his groia with fome vio- 
lence againft the corner of a table that was 
in his way, which gave him moft excruciating 
pain for a moment. He however thought no 
more of the matter till about ten days after, 
_ when he perceived a {welling in the place he 
had ftruck againft the table, about the fize 
of a pigeon’s egg, which gave him fome 
pain ; that he thought it was a {welled gland, 
from. cold ; but that, fome time after, finding 
it 
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i grow larger, he thewed it to the furgeos 
whe attended the eftate, foppofing it to be 
an mecipienc bubo ; bus was told by him thas 
it was of a more ferious nature, and was 
therefore:adviled to go to towh. By our ad- 
vice he returned to the country, and put 
himfelf upon the segtmen which we had re- 
commended to him; aad be was allo defired 
to ufe very little exercife. Three months 
after, viz. the 23d July, he returned to town, 
being much alarmed at the great incresfe of 
the tumour in fo fhortatime. k was now 
as large as 2 common melon, of au oval form, 
the longeft fide acrofs the thigh, and the 
throbbing puWation fo {trong that it could be 
obferved at @ diftance, even when covered. 
with the Bbed-clothes. He was vifited by 
moft of the medical gentlemen in town, from 
curiofity ; but he put himfelf under my parti~ 
cular care, and Dr Andrew Fillans, requeft- 
ing’ us te attend him: frequently. ‘Fhe ex. 
pected iffue of the difeafe was however care- 
fully concealed from him; and we were 
obliged to amufe him, by ufing different — 
means, and acquainting him that we could 
He 
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He tad ‘been obliged to lay afide the trufs 
for fome weeks before-he came to town, on 
-gccount of the exceflave pain that he felt in 
the rumour, when the leaft comprefiion was 
upon it ; and the pain was now-Betome 
fo violent, ever! wiien “no cosipreffion was 
ufed; that he could‘tiot.reft at night, and he 
had very fietle cafe in the day-time. His leg 
and thigh of the fame fide were much wafted, 
had‘e pain-and ftiffnefs in the knee ; 
‘and. the: ‘temions' were fo contratted, that he 
‘could:feareely walk. 
Fuly-ageh. Being rather coftive, we gave 
him an-emalfioa of caftor oil, which operated 
plentifallp without griping.. 

25th and 26¢b; ‘In great pain.— Gare him 
a liniment compofed of fweet oil:and opium, te 
_ gub the ramour with frequently ; which, he 

faid, gave him fome relief from pain, for a 
while after it was ufed.: ~ 

28th. Hlaviag been ie for thefo 
lait 24 hours, gave him forty drops of lauda- 
nam at night. 
agth. Had no reff laft night, and very little 
relief from the laudanum. Ordered the dofe 


to be.increafed twenty drops every night. | 
August 


- 
. 
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iff. Bis leg and thigh were watted 


to one third part the fize of ‘the other ; and 


the tendons of.the ham were fo ‘contracted 
that he could not. walk. The rumour was 


' much inflamed ; and thé pain in it is now 
become’almoft infupportable. Had 100 drops 
of Jaudanum this night) 


ath. The anddyne had been incresifed 
twenty drops every night, without procuring 


- him any reft at night, and very little relief 


from pain; and laft night he had taken 200 
drops, without obtaining the fmalleft eafe.— 
We did .not think it advifeable to give him 
any more laudanum, as it was of no manner 
of fervice to him; but! we were: obliged to 
fubftitute fomething in the room of it, as he 
was in the utmoft. torture. We therefore 
ventured to give him Extract. Cicutze gt. XX. 
h. s. fumend. 

8th. ‘The cicuta threw him 3 into afort of 
delirium, which continued almoft forty-eight 


hours, during which timé he felt no pain, but on | 


the contrary feemed to enjoy a fort of happi- 
nefs; and when the delirium ceafed, he relat- 
ed a kind of an incoherent undertaking thathe 
had been about. From this time he was per- 
feétly 
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fettly free from pain, and“ there was no fur- 
ther occafion to repeat the cicuta; but on ex« 
amining the tumour, we obferved fome black _ 
of it. 
2 sth. ‘The farface of the tumour continu. 
ed to mortify till this day, when a feparation 
began to take place all round thé edges, by 
the oozing of a dark bloody fluid. We were 
now looking out for the fatal moment. 
29th. The tumour appeared almoft entire- 
ly feparated ; upon the leaft asians it fhook 
in a body, likea bog. 

30th. The mortifted parts of the tumour, 
and a.quantity of coagulated blood, dropped 
out this morning, when he was at ftool. We 
examined the hollow of the tumour, which 
was remarkably offenfite. We ordered it to be 
bathed often, with a ftrong deeoétion of Pe- 
ruvian bark; and we ae to give me the 
in fubftance. 3 

3. Some more of the coagulated blood 
came" out this ‘morning when at ftool. He 
takes as much bark as-his ftomach will bear ; 

atid we allow him —— foup, and por- 
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ter and water for his drink, 2s bie i rated 

weak. 

| "September Being fomewhat uftonitlicd 

| that the artery had not burft out; I. ventured 

3 to examine the great opening where the 

| mour had been. It was about fivé inches long’ 
actols the thigh, three inclies broad, and two 
and a half deep, nearly of an oval form. The 
edge was inflamed all rourd: it had a gari- 

grenous appearatice, and a moft offenfive fmell. 

The bottom was ftill covered with coagulated 

blood, which I did not remove, but filled ‘up 

the opening with lint, after having bathed it 
a ftrong decoétion of bark and fpirits: 

' He takes ten dofes of bark every day, and is — 
allowed a diet, and porter after 
meals. 

3d. On removing thie’ dtefiag this 
ing, the coagulated blood cate out, a'! but 
little piece, which feemed to plag up the oper 
ing into the artery, which I did not veotur¢ 
to remove, expetting that he would expire as 
foon as that came out. But after bathing and 
cleaning the parts, I examined ‘the {pot with 
my finger, and could feel no pulfation in-the 
artery, which furprifed me not’a little. je 
--examined: 
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examined it over and over, and at the fame 
time felt his pilfe. 1 could fcarcely believe my 
feslings : Sometimes thonghe there 
a treqrolows pulfation, and at other times Icould 
perceive no fnch thing. I deefied him as ufual ; 
and he took ten doles of bark yefterday. 

4th. Still unfuccefsful in finding any. pulfa- 
tion, alchopgh | examined for it very carefully, 
thigh and leg are mach waited, and the 
ham of his leg more-contrafted than before, 
The difcharge is very great, and: the morti- 
fied parts degin to feparate. He has a good 
appetite; we allow him a nourifhing dict. 
| 

sth & Gb. ‘The of the morti- 
fied parts gocs on very faft. We can feel 
no pulfation, .Dreffed as ofaal, and takes 
the bark, and plenty of noprifhment. 
& 8th. We difcover a fmall black 

fpot over the opening into the artery ; but no 
pulfation is to be felt. He is in good fpirits, 
and takes his bark and nourifhment, and is 
dreffed ace ufual. 

goth & 10th, Examined the black {pot 

With @ probs ; it was about the fize of a large 


pea, 
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» pea, and appeared as if it ftill. plagged:tp 
the opening into the artery. There are red 
granulations of fief all round it, ‘and the 
opening looks well. He is in good fpirits, 
-has great hopes of. recovering, and talks; of 
walking with a crutch. is 
ed up. 3 

ed the black fpeck above the artery, and the 


_ parts all round look well. We ate aftenifhed 


at thefe favourable appearanées, and begin’ to 
have flattering hopes of, his recovery. «. 
14th. Takes his bark as ufual, and is 


‘brought out into the hall. everyday, 


16th, His leg is remarkably wafted, and — 
he complains of ‘a pain :about the joint of: his 
knee, from the contraétion of the tendons of 
his ham. We difcovered a finus running down 
among the -mufcles, towards the, outfide of 


_his'thigh, which was fyringed, cleaned, and 


drefled. He continues the bark, and is in 
{pirits. 
18th, On vifiting this. 


7 Sound him in the hall, writing letters to his 


friends in the country. -He had been there 
for fome hours; and the air. being rather 
damp 


j 
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damp and difagreéable,: I :defiredi him to be 
carried:into hig room, The bark — 
920th. sighs feined! with 
iis; bneatt; boarfenefs,' and other . 
ef, a.cold, which he faid he believ- 
ed he had canght.:the other day in the. hall. 
This. morning,'-at the ufual hour 
of-drefiing him, ‘at-which:time-the ulcerated 
pasts in, she Opening looked. well;'and he had 
ao fever. . But, abont. ewe hours after, he was 
attacked with..a. fever, and a violent’ pain in 
his hip joints extending to: the bottom of the 
ulcer, all rounds. and down to his ‘knee; and 
the tendons. of the imfide of his thigh. were 
rigid, and ;painful to the touch. Warm: for 
mentations, were: applied all round the parts 
affe&ed ;.and,,,on account of the hoarfenefs 
and pain of hig breaft, an emulfion of. caftor- 
. oil was adminiftered immediately. In the 
evening we. fqyud him fomewhat relieved, 
the emulfion haying purged him plentifully, 
He was defired to drink barley-water for his 
common drink, was dreffed, and had the 
ftopes and fomentations repeated. 


. 
. 
. 


36 MEDICAL 


21/7; He had a Fever all night, and could 
cough. He complains much of the pain a- 
bout the articulation of his thigh and knee ; 
but fays, it is not fo violent as yefterday, 
We find him very weak already, and unable 
40 bear any further evacuation ; bat, on ac 
count of the cough, and to keep him epen in 
his bowels, we ordered a (mall dofe of caftor-oil 
and honey for him at night, and direéted him 
to drink plentifully of barley-water. The fo 
mentations are repeated frequently ; and the 
ulcerated parts are dreffed as nfual, 

22d. His fever ftill continues, and the 
cough and pain of his breaft, byt particular- 
dy in the left fide; and he is fo hoarfe that 
he can fcarcely fpeak fo as to be underftood. 
Fomentations, drinks, and emalfion, to be 
continued. He ts fopported with fighe nour 

rifhment. 3 
23d. He is never entirely free from fe 
 wérs but he begins to expeftorate little, 
The opening in his thigh, however, looks 
pale and foul, and has a gangrenous appear- 
ance. Began the bark, and keep him open 
in 
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in..his bowels. with the emulfion, and order — 
him pleaty of diluting drink. 

fame as. yefterday, only he 
complains more of his left fides. 
Continues to ‘expeaorate 
freely. The cough, was.fo troublefome, that 
‘we were obliged to give him fome elixir pa- 
regoric-at night to relieve him. Continue the 
bark, .and drefs him as ufual. 

The expectoration continues, but 
hei is never without. fever, and the ulcerated 
pasts have ftill, a gangrenous appearance, 
Continue the bark, and paregoric elixir at 
might, &c. 

27th. The ulcerated parts a very 
‘bad appearance this morning. He expecto- 
rates a. kind of redith-coloured pus, has a 
 conftant fever en him. He complains much 
of. his left fide, and is very weak. We now 
defpair of his recovery. In the evening he 
became. delirious, and remained in that ftate 
for four days, viz. till the night of the rf 
of Oftober;- when he expired. During this 
time, he vomited up a black purulent fort of 
ftuff frequently, and his belly was much di- 
ftended, although he was kept quite open. in 
Vou. II, Dec. II, Y his 
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his bowels, as he took every thing that was 
given to, him. ‘We continued to fee him 
dreffed til within forty-eight hours of his 
death ; after which we were obliged toleave  - 
him to. be dreffed by his fervants, as the ul- . 
cerated parts became quite offenfive. a 

Oétober 2d. arly this morning, I was af- 
fifted, in diffe€ting the body, by Dr Andrew 
Fillan, who had attended this patient with 
me during his illnefs; and there were other 
medical gentlemen alfo prefent, from a defire _ 
of knowing the nature of fo saat + 
cafe. 

On dilating the finufes, and laying open 
the large aneurifmal fac in the groin, we 
found it had been in a gangrenous ftate fome 
days before death. After clearing away the 
mortified parts of the fac and integuments, 
we cut out a piece of the moufcular fich, 
including the crural artery and vein, about 


_ fix inches down the thigh from the abdomi- 
nal ring. And after removing the fuper- 


fluous ceHular parts, we introduced the probe» 
at the upper end of the artery, which paffed 
ito the opening where the aneurifmal fac 


had been, Bur upon it into the 


lower 
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Tower end, we could not get it to pafs, which 
obliged us to lay that part of the artery open; 
on which we difcovered a hard horny fub- 
ftance, about an inch and a half long, plug- ~ 
ging up the artery, and adhering clofely to — 
the fides of it.. It very much refembled that 
fort of round pafte which is brought from 
Italy, called macaroni, only it had a redith 
tinge, and a very {mall aperture in the mid- 
die, through which we could not pafs a fmall 


‘probe: it would admit of nothing larger than 


a hog’s briftle, or a very fmall wire. We 
called this fubftance a polypus, at the time 
we were diffecting the parts ; but it was much 
harder, and of a more compaét texture. We 


: _ alfo found a fubftance of the fame nature 


plugging up an external branch from the 
crural artery, which opened into the aneurif- 
mal fac. From thefe uncommon appearances, 
and finding fome refiftance to the probe which 
we introduced into the iliac, we were induced 
to open the abdomen. After dividing the 
iliac artery a little. below the bifurcation, 
and removing it, with part of the pfoas muf- 
cle, we laid it open; and about two inches 
mp from the abdominal ring, we found a red 

| horny 
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horny fub{tance, an inch long, refembling 
that in the crural artery. It hada very {mall 


opening in the middle, which would only ad- 


mit of a very {mall wire to pafs; it adhered 
clofely to the inner coat of the artery, and 
plugged it up. From the bifurcation to this 
fubftance, the coats of the artery were in a 
found ftate ; but between that and the ring, 
they were fomewhat corroded, and contained 
a quantity of pus. We difcovered the open: 
ings of two branches of arteries above the 
horny fubftance ; but, in taking out the iliac, | 
we had unfortunately cut toa clofe to ig, on 
which account we could not trace them. We 
fuppofed the right branch to have been the 
hypogaftric. At a little diftance from the a- 
neurifmal fac, on the infide, we difcovered an 
artery coming from the abdomen, which ad- 
mitted the probe with eafe: it was probably 
ane of the branches that took its rife above 


_ the plugging fubitance, by. which the blood 


was conyeyed to the infide of the thigh, and 
the circylation carried on there, by the means 
of the anaftomofes, with other branches. 


The mefcular and tendinous parts abopt the 


articulation of the os femoris being removed, 
the 
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the capfular ligaments were found to be al- 
tioft deftroyed ; and the Head of the bone, 
the acetabalum, and part of the ilium and 
pubis, were fo much corroded, and fo fpongy, 
that they wete eafily penetrated by the probe. 
The ftomach was eroded a little in two places. 
The teft of the abdominal vifcera had. been 
in a found ftate before death, but they were — 
how become very offenfive. On opening the 
thorax, we found the left lobe of the lungs 
in a purulent ftate, having little cohefion. 
The right lobe was alfo affeéted, having been 
-fmuch: inflamed, and adhering ‘in many places 
to the pleura. The heart was a little eroded 
in feveral places, and fomething like pus ap- 
peared between it and the pericardium. In 
fhort, all the internal parts of the thorax 
feemted | to have been in a difeafed ftate. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


From the foregoing diffedtion it appears, 
- that this patient’s lungs had been principally 
affedted ; which mift have happened in the 
eourfe é twelve days before his death, as, to 


our 
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our knowledge, he never had any feed come 


plaint in his breaft before, and we had been 


acquainted with him: for many years. He 

was fubjeé& to the rheumatifm at times ; but 
otherwife enjoyed a good ftate of health. 
The condition in which we found the head . 


of the os femoris, acetabulum, ilium, pubis, 


&c. may be“ looked upon as the confequence 
of the gangrenous ftate of the adjoining 
parts, which did not thew itfelf till after he 
was attacked with a fever, hoarfenefs, and 
pain in his breaft. He had no pain in the 
adjoining parts for three weeks after the 
aneurifmal fac burft ; and the opening looked 
well, and he had -every appearance of reco- 
vering, till he was feized with this diforder 
in his lungs, fuppofed to proceed from cold. 
But all this time the ulcerated part difcharged 
a great deal of pus; and there were finufes | 
between the interftices of the mufcles of his 
thigh. From thefe different fymptoms and 


 circumftances of his cafe, doubts arife in my 


mind; and the following query occurs to me, 
viz. Whether this difeafe of his breaft was 
occafioned by a determination or tranflation 


_ of pus upon his lungs after abforption? or, 
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Whether it was an accidental affeftion of , his 
langs, brought on by cold? I cannot take 
tipon me to determine, what may be the ge- 
heral .opinion relative to this queftion: but I 
beg leave to obferve, that as nature had taken 
‘fach effettual methods to prevent the fatal 
tendency of the original difeafe; and as the 
patient continued in a fair way of recovery 
for fo long a time after the burfting of the 
aneurifmal fac ; it may be prefumed, that if 
this adventitious diforder of his lungs had not 
taken place, he in all probability would have 
recovered. At any rate, I think it will be 
readily: allowed, that the vires medicatrices 
haturee, were never more powerfully exerted, 
hor more evidently difplayed, than in this 
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Account of a fingular Cafe in Midwifery, by 
William Farquharfon, M. D. Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, and 
correfponding Member of the Antiquarian 
- Society of Edinburgh, and of the Medicat 
Society of Londea. 


“HE following ‘paper was accidentally 

found, two or three years ago, by 

the Laird of Mackintofh, in his charter-room; — 

and was communicated to me by Mr Charles 
Mackintofh, writer to the fignet. 

J thall tranfcribe it verbatim; as I think it 


: ought to be publifhed as a literary curiofity, 


if not as‘'an ufeful medical fa&. I thall fub- 
join the refult of fome enquiries made on the 


— fpot by Mr Mackintoth, which muft remove e- | 
_ very doubt of its authenticity. 


At 


} 
| . 
| 
| 
j 
it 
; 
‘ 
i 
t 
| a 
ME 
| 
| 
i = 


1788, COMMENTARIES. 443 


At Moyhall, the 224 day of November 

1938 years.2—In preferice of James Mac- 
Queen younger of Cortibrough, Baiflis — 
té the Honourable the Laird of Mae. 
fitting in judgment in a fenced 


. ‘The which day, ,attent: att mformation laid 
aid given in.before the faid Baillie, in réla- 
tion to Elfpatt Grant of the parith of Ard- 

- ach, and who, in the month of April 1736, 
caine and refided in this parith of Moy, being 
with child; and the time of her delivery be- 
ing come, fhe contracted her pains, which 
lafted for three days; during which time the 
ehild continued in the birth, till at length the 
fplit in the lower part of her belly, at which 
fplit or rent the child came to the world. * 
The informer wanting to know the certain- 

ty of the above faéts, craved, that fuch per- 
fons as were prefent at the above birth, be 
deponed upon the matter and circumf{tancés 
thereof, as they happened. . | 
_ Which defire the baillie granted ; and gave 

_ Watrant to the officers of court to ¢ite all 
futh as were prefenr. 

| Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, Ifabel Tarrell; fpoufe to 

lexander M‘Kinlay in Dalteich of Moy, being 
fammoned to this diet, and, in obedience to 
the faid charge, compearing, and being fo- 
lemaly fworn and interrogate upon the above 
matters, and what fhe knew of the faés a- 
bove reprefented, depones, That fhe was not 
prefent at the birth, nor did the fee the fick — 
woman for fome time thereafter ; but, when 
an opportanity offered that the did fee her, 
fhe enquired if that part of her body which 
rented, was as heal as any other part of it? 
to which the faid Elfpate Grant replied, that 
it was; and accordingly allowed the deponent 
to take a fight or view of the fame: And 

depones, That fhe accordingly did fight and 

view the faid rent, which happened in the 

lower part of her belly, with a fquaint, and 
feemed to her only as the fcratch of a big pin 
in her body, it being at that time almoft cur- 
ed. Caufa fcientiz patet: And this is truth, — 

as fhe fhall anfwer'to Gop. And 
fhe cannot write. | 


Alfo compeared Anna Kennedy in Moy- 
more, reli& of Ewan M‘Pherfon, fome time 
cenant 
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tenant in Moy ; being alfo fummoned to this 


‘diet, and duly fworn and interrogate, depones, _ 


That the aéted the part of: midwife, and was 
by her the fatd Elfpate Grant for the fpace of 


three days during her pains, which continu- _ 


ed all the time; and that the child continued 
all that time in the birth, till in the end, the 
fick woman’s belly fplit in the lower part 
thereof, towards the left fide, with a fquaint — 
downwards, at which the child came to the 
world ; and that the the deponent took away 
the after-birth at the fame fplit or rent, by 


. which fhe perceived the woman’s entrails 


through the faid rent. And depones, That 
fhe knew the faid rent to heal of itfelf, with- 
out any fewing, or any other medicinal appli- 
cation, except anointing it with butter, mixed 
with white fugar. And this is truth, as the 
fhall anfwer to Gop. And depones fhe can-_ 


‘mot write. 


Alfo compeared Robert Smith in Dalreich, — 

a married man, aged 45 years or thereby, be- 
ing alfo fummoned to this diet, and duly {worn 
and interrogated, depones, That the above _ 
Elfpatt Grant, being an acquaintance and a 
| relation 
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relation of his, he went on purpofe to fee her; — 
at the time of her being in travail, aid hears 


ing that fhe was in fuch diftrefs; but before 
he caine to the houfe where the lay, there wad 


a feparation ; but that he was fo curious to feé 
the wound or rent, which the women ther 
prefent would not allow him, that he preffed 
hard to fee it, and called for a light for that 
purpofe. Depoes, That he feed the faid 
fent fquaintly, from the fhare bone té the left 
fide, and aétually did fee the woman’s entrails. 
And depones, That the faid fplit or wound 
was cured and healed in the manner repre« 
fented in the above depofition. Caufa fcien- 
tie patet. And this is truth, as he fhall ane 


Alfo compeared Mary Ogilvie, {ponfe to 
Alexander M‘Pherfon taylor in Moy, aged 
30 years or thereby, being alfo cited to this 
diet, and duly {worn and interrogate, depones, - 
That being in the neighbourhood, fhe was 
called by the above Anna Kennedy, midwife, — 
to the affiftance of the fick woman; and, after 
éntéring the houfe, the heard a rack or noife 
about the fick wife, and, in a few thoments 

thereafter; 
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thereafter, ‘heard-gpother, which the fuppof 
ed was one of the conples.of the houfe thas 
broke 5. but, looking over she fick woman, 
found it was her belly that {plit, through 
which rent‘or flit the child fell out; 


thereafter, the did fee the midwife take away 
- the after-birth through faid reat; which rent 


healed of itfelf, as above reprefented. Cay- 
fa {ciensie pater, the was fick of a fright at 
the fight, for three days thereafter.. Which 


is truth, as fhe fhall anfwerto Gop, And 


depones fhe cannot write. 


Alfo compeared Margaret Dallas, f{poufe to 
Lachlan M‘Jntofh in Achnagall of Moy, aged 
49 years or thereby, in obedience to the cita- 
tion given her to this diet; and being duly 
fworn and interrogate, depones, That hear- 
ing of the faid Elfpatr Grant’s being in tra- 
vail, fhe afked leave of her hufband to go and 
fee her, hearing that the was in great diftrefs ; 
and having obtained leave, went; and when 
fhe came to the houfe where the fick woman 
lay, fhe feed the child ly by, a dead corpfe. 
Haying enquired what it was, the midwife, 
Anna Kennedy, told her it was the dead child : 
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the the deponent then quarrelled her, why it 
was not buried ; to which the midwife repli- 
ed, That they were waiting its going along 
with the mother, who was at the expiring, as 
was thought: upon which - fhe the deponent 
called fer a light to fee the mother ; and, af- 
ter fighting her, found the after-birth was 
hanging to her: upon which fhe quarrelled 
the midwife for not being in her duty, and 
immediately obliged her to go about her of- 


fice, which, with her the deponent’s afliftance, 

fhe did, and accordingly brought away theaf- ig 
‘ ter birth from her, at the fame rent or flit 24 

that the child-came to the world ; and there- 3 


after drefled the fick woman ia the beft mane 

ner they could: the deponent propofed to 
fewed her up, with the affiftance of thofe 
prefent, which was refufed. Depones, That 
fhe knows the faid rent to have healed with- | 
out any application, except anointing the fame © 
with butter, mixed with white fugar; and 
that the faid rent was from the navel, fquaint- 
ly, to the natural part. Caufa fcientiz patet : 
And this is truth, as fhe fhall anfwer to Gop, 
And depones that he cannot write. 
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- ‘When Mr Mackintoth firft faw this paper at 
Moyhall, he thought the faé fo extraordi- 
pary, that it deferved farther inveftigation 5 
and with that view, propofed to examine fome 
old fervants who had been fong in'the family, _ 
and any perfon in the country who had been 
upon the fpot when the fact happened. © £ 

The refult of the examination was, that 
though the fervants could not fpeak from per- 
fonal knowledge, they mentioned the faét de. 
poned to by the witneffes, as a ftory theyhad . 
yery often heard, and which was univerfally 
believed in the country at the time it happened; 
That none of the witnefles were alive; but 
Alexander M‘Pherfon, the hufband of Mary 
Ogilvy, and his daughter, were alive. The 
firft declared, that he was in the room when 
Elfpatt Grant was delivered; that he heard 
the crack, faw the wound, and, in fine, gave 
the fame account as that {worn to. The laft 
declared, that fhe had heard the ftory from 
her mother an hundred times. An old man, 
_ who lived in the fame village, declared, that 
he knew Elfpatt Grant very well; that he 
remembered the ftory perfectly ; and 
the was fo thoroughly recovered, in a few 

| weeks 
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weeks after her delivery, that he faw her go 
‘ip a cart to a village, at two or three miles 
child, which the did 

Befides thefe, of old 
ple recollected the ftory. complesely ; ; and all 
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X. 


Hiftory of a curious Cafe of the Tranflation of 
Inflammation from the Lungs to the Brain, 
ending fatally in Hydrocephalus * ; with an 

Account of the Appearances on Di By 
Dr Mathias Gahagan, Phyfictan in Gree 

N the 31ft of July 1786, a negro about 


thirty years old, of a robuft and rigid 
temperament, was feized with fymptoms of. 


fever, attended with a violent pain in his left 


Vo... Dec... fide, 


* As the term Tranflation of Inflammation, may be 
thought to favour of the doctrines of lentor, vifcidity, 
and morbific matter ; “I beg it may be underftood, that 
by ufing thefe words, I mean to convey the idea mere- 
ly of one inflammation following another, and being 
apparently conneéted with it by a common caufe. 

Although the fubje& of inflammation remains fill 
involved i in a good deal of difficulty, not to fay obfcu- 
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: fide, juft under the breatt. It foon became. 
. fo excruciating as to impede refpiration and 
motion. The night before, having bathed m » 
the fea imprudently, while heated and in a 
copious perfpiration, he was foon after taken 
with rigours, to which. alternate flufhings and 


chills fucceeded.; and toward. morning, he bee 


gan to feel the pain and difficulty. of. refpira- 
tien.- His pulfe was. very. full. and hard,. his 
fin hot. and. dry; his. countenagce ftrongly 
marked with. diftte(s and.‘anxiety.. Twenty 
ounces of blood were immediately taken, and 

he 


tity, yet I thiok it is evident, that the moving fibre it 
inflammations feems to be primarily affeted. I cannot 
eonceive fuch an idea as that of. metattafs ; although it 
is extremely probable, that a certain tate of the mals 
of blood, as well as of the living folids, is more o¢ lefe 
eompatible with the production of inftammation. What 
that ftate is, may be difficult to determine :; But it is. 
unqueftionably certain, that a flexile fender fibre, and 
a {anguineous temperament, often efcape the more, acute 
and dangerous attacks of inflammation, when the rigid, 
firm and robuft, are very liable to: the moft violent a& 
. fe&tions, if expofed to the fame caufes. I talk of the 
conftitution at large, without adverting to fome local | 
inflammations, which have peculiarities of. caule and 
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he was ordered, every two hotirs, ftrotig dofes 


nite, caitiphot,’ Jamies’s powder, and thes 


baic extraft.. In fome hours, the fymptoms 
fill’ ineredfing, he was blooded again to 


fiftéen ounces, and a large blifter applied to 


his fide. A folution of falts was alfo given, 


as he had been coftive for fome days, but 
Without much effe&. Next morning, I faw hin 


for the firft time. The inflammatory fymp- 


toms were then fo little abated, the anxiety 


and difficulty of breathing fo urgent, that I 
blooded ‘him again to fixteen ounces; and I 
ordered the folution to be repeated with e- 


thetic tartar, and the powders after the ope< . 


tation’ of the folution, without the extrac. 
His blood had been fizy from the beginning ; 
but the laft exhibired the ftrongeft ntarks of 
inflammator; affe@tion, The furface, which 
retracted to lefs than one half of the diame. 
ter, was as thick and tough as buckfkin. The 
blifter ‘had rifen, ‘but without ‘affording him 
any relief." In’ the evening, the fymptoms 
were tiot fo violent, but tontinued confider- 
ably utgent. I therefore took: blood, from 
ten to fifteen ounces more, from thie orifice 
incthe morning. 

2, Z 2 On 


‘ 
+ 
- 
et 
ag? 
td 
‘ 
. 


336 MEDICAL ~ ‘Dec. 


| On the 2d of Auguft, the fymptoms werd 
all confiderably abated. The pain, difficulty 
of breathing, and anxiety, were all greatly 
diminifhed. He had lefs fever ; his pulfe was 
foft and undulating ; his fkin moift. He had 
flept pretty well, and could ly on both fides. 


‘I dire€ted the-powder to be continued, and 


his body to be kept open. He complained ~ 
much of pain, and difficulty in making water. 
This we eoffidered to be the effeé& of the 
blifter, as he had no previous affection of the 
urinary paflages. A diuretic anodyne mixture 
was ordered to be taken freely. Hitherto no. 
cough or expectoration had occurred. On 
the 4th and sth he continued better, but ftill 
felt fome pain under his heart, on a. full in- 
fpiration. The following pectoral mixture 


-_ordered, to facilitate expectoration, which now 


began to take place ; 
. B Emulf. e Sperm. Cet. Ib..i. . 
Vin. Antimon. drach. i. Elix. Pareg. unc. 
Acet. Scillit. une. {s. Sal. Nitri drach. i. 
_ Syr. vel. Mel. q. s. M. cap. coch. ii. vel iii. 
fi tuflis fupervenerit.—His were alfo 
Sontigned, 
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- On the 6th; 7th, and 8th, he grew better. 
Little or no paim was felt in the fide: . He 
feemed in a certain way of convalefcence. 
As he had undergone fo much evacuation, and 
complained of ‘weaknefs, ‘a light decoétion of 
bark with elixir‘ef vitriol was ordered for him. 
On the oth and roth he continued ftill better, 
had a good appetite, and began to feel ‘his 
‘ftrength reftored. Having ventured impru- 
dently out in the open air for a confiderable 
time, he was fuddenly. feized, on the evening 
of the roth, with violent pain of his head, 
which increafed all night, attended with fe- 
yer, and violent delirium. Our affiftant, who 
-yifited him in the abfence of my partner and 
myfelf, ordered his head to be fhaved, and a 
blifter to be applied, and gave him pretty 
large dofes of mufk, camphor, and James’s 
powder, in the:form of a pill. He continued 
all next day violently affeéted ; his fkin excef- 
fively hot ; pulfe full and quick ; his counte- 
nance wild. He: frequently fhook his head, 
and toffed himfelf from fide to fide, attempt- 
ing to bite thofe who approached him. In 
the evening when I arrived, I found him held 
o" down by a number of people, whofe 
at Z 3 ftrength 
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ftrength was fcarcely equal to it. His conn- 


tenance was wild and furious; his eyes ‘fpare 


kled, and feemed prominent in their fockets, 
He uttered conftantly indiftin& but violent 
founds, fhaking his head with threatening hor, 
ror at thofe who held him. He was awed.a 
jittle by my prefence, and fyubmitted, with 


_ fome difficulty, to the operation of dividing 


the temporal artery; on which, from the 
fymptoms already mentioned, the fulnefs of 
his pnife, and the violence of the other 
febrile fymptoms, I became determined. Af- 
‘ter lofing eight ounces of blood, which flows 
ed freely, he foon began to grow more calm. 
His pulfe funk almoft to the natural ftandard, 
and his countenance became milder. As the 
blifter already applied to his head had fcarce- 


Jy frittered the fkin, I ordered his head to be 


well bathed with lime jnice, and a’ ftronger | 


— blifter to be applied, with a proportion of 


flour pf mnftard. The blood drawn from — 
the artery feemed almoft an uniform mafs 
of whitifh coagulum, but had listle con- 
fiftence, and did not retire from the fide 
pf the veflel; nor did the ferum  fepay 
rate, His eye fill fomewhat. of 

a wild 
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a. ‘wild ftatie, ‘and his.’ intelle&ual faculties. 
were not perféGly reftored. At noon-he was. 
pretty. ~miuch in the ifame fituation ; but 
foand:a tendency to fubfultas tendinum. As 
he continued. coftive,: glyfters were given, | 
with foetid tin@ure; and, by the fuggeftion © 
of a. medical friend, a. feton was put in the 
neck, although without any confident hope of 
benefit ; ‘fmall dofes of ether were alfo given 
iow and then in cool water, which he called for. 
Inthe evening his pulfe rofe to above 100, 
aud was almoft as ftrong as it had ever been ; 
and the other fymptoms of fever and inflam- 
mation recurred with great violence. His 
tyes particularly appeared horribly wild and 
ftaring, and ‘his mind was moft violently af- 
feted ; he talked inceffantly’and loudly, but 
very indiftin@ly, articulating apparently with 
difficulty. The ftrangury had returned, and 
gave him great pain. At midnight, on vi- 
fiting him again, I found him reftlefs and un- 
eafy ; his pulfe fomewhat flender. I ordered ' 
a-camphorated julep, with a few drops of 
land. liq. (not more than 30) to a pound of 
the julep: towards morning being thirfty, by 
the negleét of his attendants, and the imbeci- 
lity 
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ity of his underftanding, he fwallowed what 
remained.of the julep, and fell:into:a fleep, 

which lafted till :arrived about nine. :::On 
waking he appeared pretty diftin& ; :but his 
pulfe was very flender and quick. . The blifter 
had rifen well; it was drefled with epifpaftic 
ointment, and finapifms applied to his: hands 
and feet; and as no fymptom of inflamma- 
tion was now fo urgent as to contra-indicate | 
the ufe of corroborant or tonic medicines, — 
and nature feemed to require them, the bark — 
was given in {mall dofes, with a dram: of fpir. 
nitr. dulce, in each dofe, and. nourifhment, 

‘ + with a little wine, recommended. But the 
difguft he felt from the julep, made him ob- 
fiinately refufe every thing. In this perplex- 
ing fituation, we had no opportunity: of exer- 
cifing our judgment. Tempted to try agaip 
the topical evacuation, at leaft by cupping, 

| we had the bef}-grounded apprehenfions, that 
as foon as the violent excitement was over, 
i (the different attacks had the appearance of 
4 | paroxyfms, and were generally fucceeded by — 
great debility), we fhould have reafon to re- 
4 pent it, as an extravafation appeared evident- 
| ly to have taken place to a certain degreg. 
Although 
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| Although: a.confiderable degree. of inflamma: 


tory congeltion might remain.in the veflels | 


of thie brain,‘ fill we were. induced, to forego 


the confideration of} che ftimulating <ffetsof 


make a trial from. which only 
we could derive, ‘any: bope 3 in which opinion 
we were,confirmed, by. the advice 
of an.ingenious. medical jfriend,... A pill: was 
ordered‘eyory three hours, with: three. grains 
of calomel, and. half a grain of, opium, which — 
ingredient, we were redaced. to the, neceflity 
of ufing, to prevent the increafe of a diarchxa 
which had taken place with the laft attack of 
ftraagury,-owing,. perhaps,: to the. fympashy 
which .exifts. between the rectum andthe 
neck of the bladder, as, fuch ,an event -muft 
defeat our main object. Frictions with mer- 
curial ointment were ordered on his thighs 
and abdomen. . In she morning he was more 
compofed; bis pulfe about 100, and full; 
pupil very - much dilated ; conftant watchful- 
nefs,and_ incoherence of idea, (the delirium 
mite)... Took two pills in the night ; makes 
water with great difficulty. Pills and friétions 
to be continued... A diuretic mixture was or- 
fered to be taken freely. External impref- 
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fons to ‘be >diminithed; and ‘a -plyfter sith 
Gxty: drops ‘of laudanum to be given, ‘if ‘tre 
purging ‘continues. The 13th«Took: his 


pille-all yelterday -and laft Pulfe 
tural,’ fin’ cool,’ feems more fenfible, and 


watchfol; ‘pupili ftill dilated. Although be 
has taken: eight ‘pills, -and friétions ‘have ‘been 
tifed ‘all ‘over: ‘his ‘bedy, his mouth does noe 


appear “affected ; diarrhea checked. ‘The 


his pills and nourithment well: 
feems -much ‘ore fenfible; gives diftin@ an- 
No: ‘appearance: -of ‘the mi¢rcury 


ing’ reached‘ his' mouth, although: the ‘pills 


have: ‘been-eonftantly giveh. Great difficulty 


in making water. © ‘Pills to be continued three _ 


times a day, and calomel rubbed on the gums. 
The 15th—Grew refragtory, and could not 
be perfuaded to take ‘more than one pill all 
day. ‘The over-aniious attention of ‘his at- 
tendants’induéed them to deceive hini, by 
giving Him ‘three or four pills‘at once whén 
he ‘could be prevailed on to fwallow, which 
unfortunately brought back: the : purging, 
The 16th—Reftlefs ‘in the night, but ‘ftill 
more fenfible ; greatly reduced by the pur- 
Bmg- Palfe about.100, and flender. Sub- 

fultus 
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faltus and:colleétio aot noticed for two days. 
Complains of ‘his throat, but no certainty -of 
the mercury: having reached it.‘ Strangury 
violent. Pills: to ‘be interrupted. Frittions 
andthe mixtureicontiued ; nourifhment to be 
given frequently with wine. Clyfters,as already 
prefcribed, have been often thrown up, and 


a cordial .anodyne mixture given, to check 
‘the purging 3 but to-no purpofe. Still cons 


tinues to difcharge involuntarily .green infpif- 
fated pile. -He. refufed .every.thing offered 
in:the night; and,' fiaking gradually into a 

{tate of {tupor,-died at. clack in 


morning. 


DiIssECTIOR, 


integuments being removed, notwithe 
ftanding our caution in fawing, the dura mater 
was divided, and a quantity of water rufhed 
out on raifing the cranium. We were able, | 
however, pretty exaétly to afcertain the quane 
tity, by having placed the brain in a dith. 
We made allowance for the red blood that 
have been effufed from the mouths of 

{mall 
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fmall ruptured’ red veflels) quantity of 
ferum os bloody, water found between the | 


dura and pia’ mater, was fcom fix.to cight 


ounces.. The weflels on the meninges exhi- 
bited ftrong marks of .inflammation ; but the 
brain itfelf and’ the: ventricles were in a na- 
tural ftate. -In the latter a fmall quantity of 
water, fuch as is generally found, was dif- 
covered. We next: infpected the cavity of 
the abdomen, and found all the vifcera found, 
except the bladder, the neck of which was _ 
confiderably contraéted.. At the fundus and 
fides,.shere were evident marks of inflamma- 
tion; and a number of {mall protuberances 
appeared, particularly at the fundus, as large 
as peas. On cutting into them, we found it 
was grumous blood, which.had been effufed 
ander the fkin. In the ftomach was found 
half a pint of green infpiflated bile, fuch as 
had been difcharged for days by {tool. The 
gall-bladder was alfo turgid with the fame. 
We nest removed the fternum, and found the 
-tight lobe of the lungs found: the left adher- 
gd to the pleura every where ; was contraét- 
ed; and on feparating its.lower part from the 
pleura and diaphragm, exhibjted a moft cu; 

rious 
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tious appearance. The whole lower edge, 
and confiderably upwards on the under and 
upper parts, appeared of a very dark brown 
colour, as if gangrenous. On cutting into it, 
the internal part appeared of the fame co- 
lour; but the fubftance was not tender ; it 
appeared to be in the higheft degree of in- 
flammation.. On fqueezing the internal parts 
when cut into, {mall globules of pus were 
perceivable. It was particularly dark-coleur- 
ed towards the lower edge of the lobe; and, 
as. we approached the large bronchial veffels, 
put on a chequered or marble-like appear- 
ance, when cut; fhewing in places the true 
fpumous matter of the lungs interfperfed with 
a dark’ bloody fluid, correfponding exaétly 
with the fpots on the furface. The heart 
appeared larger than common, and the coro- 
nary veflels were very turgid. 
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XL 


The Hiftory of two Cafes of Amputation, int 
which Comprejhion of the Artery was fuccefss 
- fully made by thé Finger of an Ajpftant, as 
there was no room for applying the Tourniquet: 
By Mr Alexander Johnfton, in | 


Navy. 
_ Te 


N the 28th of May 1781, the’ Atalanta 

of 16 fix-pounders; and the Trepafty 

of 10 four-pounders, engaged the Continental 

frigate Alliance of 28 twelve-poundets, 4 ninej 
and 8 fix-pounders, in all 40 guns. 

The aétion on the Atalanta’s fide was con- 
tinued three hours and an half; on the Tre- 
pafly’s, two hours. Her commander Cap- 
tain Smith being killed, the Lieutenant ftruck. 
Both fhips were captured. The right arm of 
Lieutenant Arden of the Atalanta was carried 
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away, half: way between: the elbow and 
der.. ‘He: came down: ta: me: of: himfelf,.~ 


Here, {ays he, meffmate, Ihave lof my arms. | 


do. what. you:may-think neceflary, that.) may 
go. upon. deck.:. I amputated: immediately, 
about two. inches: from the head of «the hu« 
merus, that bone:beig much fpimtered. : As 
there ‘was. not .room .to apply she torniquet, 
Mr M‘Keao, the purfer, made.a compreflion 
with his finger:on the fubclavian artery, which 
anfwered ‘every: putpofe. To this pradice I 
was led; from Dr Monro, Profeffor of Ana- 
tomy and Surgery at Edinburgh, having fug- 
gefted .it: as prafticable, when I attended his 
le€tures in the:years 1775-6. | 

In the operation, two veflels were taken ups 
In this cafe, the medullary artery was pretty 
large, and. bled freely. A little lint, dipt in 
x folution of . blue vitriol, .was applied to its 
orifice ; and the -tump. was dreffed.as ufual 
with lint, and ftraps. of cerate round. the 
edges. With:fome difficulty he was prevail- 
ed upon to go to bed, as he ardently wifhed 
to go upon deck again. 

About an hour.after this, he informed me 
the ftump bled IT undid the dref- 
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fings, and found -that the haemorrhage pros 

ceeded from the medullary artery: I thea 
applied a little powder of blue vitriol.on lint, 
and afterwards dreffed the ftump as before. 
But about an hour and a half after this, I 
was again informed that it bled freely ; and 
upon examination, I found that he had loft a 
confiderable quantity of blood from mes 
dullary artery. At this time, I had my hands 
full of the people coming down very. faft;. 


and as.no time was to be loft, a ftronger. 
ftyptic feemed to be neceffary. little line” 


dipt in the elixir of vitriol was therefore ap- 
plied to the bleeding veffel, and the ftump 
drefled as before. I ordered him alfo, for 
common drink, water acidulated with elixir 
of vitriol, to the extent of a dram to two 
pounds of water. At 10 o'clock at night, 
I found that no hemorrhage had enfued from 
the time of this application ; but as he com- 
plained of weaknefs, and had no inclination 
to fleep, a draught was given him, confifting 
of thirty drops of liquid laudanom = in an 

_ ounce of water. 
After this there was no return of hemor- 
rhage. 4 free ferous difcharge took place | 
from 
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fromthe. ftuinp.:: He was direfted to take thd: 
Peruvian bark, -acidulafed: ‘with elixir of 
trish, .Anodyhes were given him ‘occhfiénal- 
his ‘belty ‘kept regular by injec 
tioks... AJdiftHarge: of well-digditéd : matter - 
ina: feW days took place’; dnd he comtimaed 
gradually to recover. Oh the 7th of 
the Atalanta was retaken near the-mouth of 
Botton ‘harbour, and: on the 5th arrived at 
Halifax.':-Good lodgings: Were provided 
him on fhore 3 and, dt his.own:requeft, I at« 
tended him during the remainder of the cure. 


cicatrized.” 


On the z1ft of April 1782, when ‘his Ma« 
jefty’s frigates the Grafta‘:and Charleftown, 
wete cruizing off the river Delaware, a fleet : 
of thirteen {ail were feen, and both thips ' 
chafed. A {hip and brig, letrets ‘of marque, 
‘browght to, with the view of engaging the 
Gharleftown bar fecing our force; they 
to off; whith ‘oéeafioned- 
- Dec. I. Aa the 
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thé Chiarleftown to fire feveral-thot.:\ After. 
the Capsain of the “Navarre brig’ caine-of 
board, he acquainted Captain: George, that: 
one of his beys, John Norwood, agéd:16, 
was wounded ia the thigh, and he believed it 
fratuted. Mr M‘Gulloch, my mate, 
accompanied me on board-the Navarre.) 
We. found him lying upon: deck, | a-free: 
was wounded on the upper. and exterior: part! 
of: the right thigh, with a. nine-pound fhot.. | 
‘The mufcles on the pofterior part of theithigh: 
were. much lacerated. ‘Fhe femur’ was: di-) 
vided about three inches from the acetabu- 
lum; and the vaftus internus, pectineus, and 
triceps, were the only mufcles left entire. 
The femoral artery was pot injured; but the | 
returning fmall veins, and the arteries which 
fupplied the mufcles behind, bled freely, - On 
firft feeing him, a compreflion was made on: 
the femoral artery, at the ring of the extere;. 
nal oblique mufcle. . This having been before- 
negleéted, ‘he had loft much blood.) 
In this cafe, immediate amputation -was a-_ 
greed upon. The laceration reached as high> 
as the os ilium. But I propofed to fave'as, 
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much of the mufcles and fkiti remaining en- 
tire oft the infide of the thigh, as'to take a 
flap; to ‘bronght up‘on the exterior part, 
to expedite the cure. - This’ wag accordingly 
done, taking up thé dlood-veffels as they 
were ‘divided, which wete ‘nite -in number, 
exclufive of the femoral artery, which was 
referred: to the laft, when a ligature was 
thrown around it, exclading the nerve... The 
bone was taken ‘off exaétly below the leffer 
trochanter; and I finifhed the operation, by. 
fecuring the flap at the exterior and upper 
part.- It nearly ‘covered one half: of the 
ftump. It may. be proper to obferve, that 
fcalpel was employed in dividing the foft 
parts. “‘Durifig' the operation, ‘he, behaved 
with the grodteft’ ‘courage and’ refolution. 
He fainted: once; but’ was foon recovered by. 
the application-‘of-{pirfts of hartthorn' to: the. 
noftrils, and .a ‘draught. of- wine: ‘and water.” 
After-the operation,: gave: him’ a dtaught 
with forty drops of landanum ; and befork 
left him, he fell afleep. 

As he had loft a vaft quantity of blood 
before :the compreffion was made on the fe- 
‘moral artery, and his pulfe was very low, I 

Aa2 dire&ted 
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’ dire&ted for him a mixture of the - powder of. 
bark in port wine. He was ordered for. 
drink, barley-water acidulated with elixir of: 
vitriol ; and opiates were to be given, — 
cient to eafe pain, and procure fleep. ‘The, 
furgeon of the Navarre. to’ 

him. 

With our prizes we fteered for New:York 
and the, prize-mafter had direétions to keep 
clofe to the Charleftown, that I might vifie: 
him daily. But they feparated from us in: 
hazy weather, during the night. Five days: 
after, we fell in with them off New-York; 

of alocked jaw. | 
During the operation be. lott very lide: 


blood, the veffels being taken up as they: 
were divided. And the compreflion with the 
finger, fuggefted by Dr Monro in his lec- 
tures, fully anfwered every intention of the 
tourniquet, which in this cafe could not be . 
lied 
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SECT. In. 


News. 


FAYE following account of the life, write 
ings, and character, of the late Dr 
John Hope, profeffor of botany at Edinburgh, 


was delivered by Dr Duncan, at the meeting | 


of the Harveian Society of Edinburgh, held 
annually on the anniverfary of the birth-day 
of Dr Harvey, the difcoverer of the circula- 
tion of the blood, and inftituted with the view 
of preferving the remembrance of diftinguith- 
ed merit, of encouraging the exertions of 


rifing genius, and of holding forth to induf- 


trious youth examples worthy of imitation. 
_ After a few preliminary obfervations on the 
nature of the inftitution, Dr Duncan thus pro- 
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« At this meeting, Gentlemen, I mean to pre- 
fent you with a fhort account of the life, writ- 
ings, and charatter of the late Dr John Hope, 

_profeffor of botany in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh. Were my abilities-equal to the tafk, 
there can be little doubt, that a proper pic- 
ture of fuech worth as was exhibited in his 
conduét, might excite emotions in the mind 
of every hearer, which could not fail to be 
produétive of the beft effeéts: And, however _ 
unequal I may feel myfelf to the undertaking, | 
yet I trutt, that even a fimple relation of fafts, 


rior merit, may be favoured with fore fhare 
of your approbation. 
Dr Hope was born at Edinburgh, ‘on the 
; roth of May 1725. He was the fon of Mr 
Robert Hope, a refpectable furgeon, whofe 
father, Lord Rankeilar, made a diftinguifhed 
- figure as one of the Senators of the College 
of Juftice, in the kingdom of Scotland. By 
his mother, Marion Glafs, he was defcended 
from the ancient family of Glafs of Sauchie, 
in. Stirlingfhire. When he had arrived:at the 
period of life at which the ftudy of the learn- 
ed languages is ufually begun, his father'pla- _ 
ced 
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ced him at the {chool of Dalkeith, then one 
of the moft celebrated i in Scotland, from the 
abilities of Mr Barclay, whofe philological la- 
bours are ftill highly inftruive both to‘ the 
~ Greek and Latin fcholar. After finifhing the 
ufual courfe of fchool education, with 
confiderable degree of approbation, he enter- 
— éd to the Univerfity of Edinburgh; and hav- 
ing, as it ‘were, an hereditary predile&tion for 
the healing art, his attention was foon parti- 
eularly dire&ted to that branch of fcience. 
While he had the good fortune of ftudying 
at a period when mathematics was taught at 
Edinburgh by the immortal M‘Laurin, and o- 
ther branches of philofophical knowledge were _ 
entrufted to able teachers, he had alfo the 
happinefs of being the pupil of thofe eminent 
profeffors, whofe induftrious exertions not on- 
y laid the foundation of the medical fchool at 
Edinburgh, but gave it a diftinguifhed repu- 
tation over all Europe. At that period, the — 
late Dr Monro, and his worthy colleagues, 
had matured their lectures by induftrious re- 
confideration for a feries of years, while they 
ftill poffeffed that vigour, both of mind and 
body, -which rendered them -equal to the 


a4  greateft 


> 
‘ 
tA 
bos 
s 
‘ 
° 


greateft exertions. Bur if-he had shysan 
opportunity of profiting by the belt. fruits of 
their labours, he had alfo a peculiar advan. 
tage in the inftrudtions he derived, from wits 
nefling the prattice, and hearing the remarks 
of an intelligent and affeftionate father, It ig 
pot therefore wonderful, if, among the com. 
panions of his ftudies, ta whom he was eps 
deared by his manners, he fhouyld ajfo have 
been efteemed for his. kpowledge;: and of 
thefe there were many who haye, fince. that, 
been juftly diftingnifhed as eminent prattition- 
ers and ingenious authors. Among thefe we 
may mention the names of David Clerk, Pa- 
trick Ruffell, William Fordyce, and Richard 
Smith, names which would do honour to any 
lift. With thefe and fimilar affociates, Dr 
Hope made a diftinguifhed figure in the Me- _ 
dical Society of this place; and he was one 
of the firft whom that ufeful inftitution, which 

has now for mapy years been juftly celebrat- 
ed as an happy fource of improvement to the 
induftrious ftudent, raifed to the rank of an 
honorary member. After finifhing his acade- 
mical education at Edinburgh, he vifited other 
medical fchools; and he had thus an oppor: 
| tunity 
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nity of Studying botany a-branch of medi- 
cal fcience to which he had thown an early 


propenfity, and to which he had always bé- 
ftowed no incon‘iderable degree of attention, . 


under Bernard -Juffieu, profeffor at Paris, at 
that time one of the botanifts 
in the world. 

_ But the good fortune, with which many 


parts of his earlier ftudies were attended, did 


not flow in an uninterrupted feries. For, ere 
the courfe of education was finifhed, he fuf- 


tained an irreparable lofs by the death of his 


. father; an event which not only deprived him 
of the ability of profecuting his ftudies with 
the advantages he had formerly enjoyed, but 
which rendered his exertions neceflary, both 
for his own fupport, and for the affiftance of 
_thofe,; to whom he was not lefs ftrongly at- 
tached by the ties of affection than-of nature. 
_ Upon his return to his native country, he 
obiained the degree of Doftor of Medicine, 
from the Univerfity of Glafgow, in the be: 
ginning of the year 1750. A few months 
after that, he was admitted a member of the 
Royal College of Phyficians in Edinburgh, 
and entered upon the practice of medicine in 


this 


A. 
; 
- 
ral 
4 
P 
id 
A 
. 


$78 MEDICAL ‘Dec. 


F this city. After he had continued about ten 
years in: practice, difcharging the duties of his _ 
profeffion, with a degree of judgment, of at- _ 
tention, and of humanity, which did him great_. 

honour ; by the death of Dr Alfton, the bota. 
nical chair in the Univerfity became vacant. 
Dr Hope’s early attachment and fteady parti- 
ality to that branch of fcience, naturally point- 
ed him out as a fucceflor, into whofe hands 
the credit of the Univerfity might fafely be 
entrufted, and by whofe exertions, its fame 
might not only be fupported, but extended. — 
Accordingly, by a commifhon from his Sove- 
reign, dated the 13th of April 1761, he was 
appointed King’s botanift for Scotland, and 
fuperintendant of the royal garden at Edin- 
burgh. A few weeks after this, he was eleét- 
ed by the Town-Council of Edinburgh, as the 
fucceflor of Dr Alfton in the profefforfhips 
both of botany and materia medica ; and thus 
he became one of the members of the faculty — 
of medicine in the Univerfity.. After he had 

continued for about fix years to give regular. 

courfes‘of lefures on thefe fubjeéts, with no 
lefs credit to himfelf than benefit to his hear- 
ers, teaching the one branch during the: Sum- 

_mer, 
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mer, and the other during the Winter months, 
he found that his health was confiderably im- 
paired ; which was afcribed, and probably not 
without juftice, to his unwearied and conftant 
exertions as a teacher. From this he was led 
to form the refolution of refigning the materia 
medica, and of afterwards folely confining. his 
labours as a teacher, to his favourite fcience 
of botany. This refolution he carried into 
effec in the year 1768; and by'anewcom: | 
miffion from his Majefty, dated the 8th of 
May, he was nominated Regius Profeflor of 
Medicine and Botany in the Univerfity, and 
had the offices of King’s botanift and fuper- 
intendant of the royal garden conferred upon 
him for life, which, till that time, had been — 
always granted. during pleafure only. But 
although he reckoned his ftate of health ine 
compatible with a faithful difcharge of: the 
duties of two profeflorfhips, eacl requiring 
much application in the way of ftudy, yet 
this did not prevent him from beftowing even 
an uncommon degree of attention on very 
extenfive private praftice; and, not many 
many months after he had refigned the pro- 
wh materia ‘medica,, he was elected 
phyfician 
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phyfician ta the Royal Infirmary, then vacant 
by the death of the late worthy Dr David 
Clerk. The duties of this. office he difchar. 
ged, till almoft the day of his death, with a 
degree of attention and humanity, which can 
hardly fail to be remembered by thoufands of 
the indigent, with the warmett of 
gratitude. 

About ten years after Dr Hope had fettled 
in bufinefs, he married Juliana Stevenfon, the 
daughter of Dr Stevenfon, an eminent phy- 
fician in Edinburgh. By her he had four 
fons, ‘and one daughter; and: although it is 
not to be expected. that a parent can ever be 
altogether without care, yet it is perhaps a 
® parent alone who can tafte real fublunary 
- happinefs to its fulleft extent. It was the 
will of Heaven, to beftow upon Dr Hope | 
no inconfiderable fhare of demeftic felicity. 
| While, however, he thus continued to enjoy 
the fmiles of fortune at home; while he re- 
ceived the moft flattering marks of efteem 
from the learned abroad, having been elected 
a member not only of the Royal Society of 
London, but alfo of: feveral celebrated fo- 
reign and having been enrolled i in 
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the firft clats: df Botatlits évet by the great 
Linnaeus, who dchominated Béeautifal: 
by the name of Hopea;- ‘and at a time when he 
might be juftly confideréd as ut the very hiead of 
his profeflion in Edinburgh, holding the diftin- 
giiithed office of Ptefident of the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians;:he was feized with an 
alarming illnefs, which, in the. {pace of.a few: 
days, put a period to his valuable life, on the 
10th of 8786; in ‘the 62d, 
of his age. . 

this event, dhe public futiered fee 
verely, his own:family fuftaited 4a irreparable 
lofs; and although. he might with confident: 
fatisfattion refle@, that, by provident induf-: 
try,,he had fecured them:agaiaft want, yet it 
is but naturat.to fuppofe; that, even in his 
laft moments, ‘it : would be'a:fource of fome 
anxiety to him, that none of his. children 
could then be confidéred as. feteled in: life. 
What, however, has fince happened, may af- 
ford confolation:to other parents in fimilar: 
eircumftances ; for within the thort fpace of 
a‘'month after his death, all his fons were 
_ placed in fitwations; where even’ moderate 

duftry and abilities can hardly. fail:to infure: 

faccels, 


- 
7. 
. 


faccefs. "Thus, by the aid of an overruling 
Providence, more has been ‘done for therhj 
than an affectionate and zealous parent could’ — 
have reafonably. expécted, even in the: 
ments of his moft fanguine hopes. =. 

. Haying thus given a brief fketch of Dr | 
Hope’s life, I hall, in the further profecu= 
tion of this difcourfe, offer a few obferva-: 
tions-on his charaéter and condué, asa 
tanift, and asa Man. 

Botany, while it was his adele offiat 
employment, was alfo, as we: have: already 
faid, his favourite ftudy. To demonftrate: . 
how much in this particular his country was. 
indebted to him, let us compare the condi-: 
tion in which he found that fcience at this: 
place,‘with the ftate in which'he left it, Dr’ 
Hope’s predeceffor, although a learned and. 
worthy mab, could onever obtain fufficient : 
public funds; for the eftablifhment of a pro-> 
per botanical garden at Edinburgh ; and from: 
the fituation, as well as the:extent of the? 
garden at that time, joined to the fmallnefs> 
of its-confervatories for plants, it could boatt:. 
of no riches;in the way of om: 
ly field. for improvement, therefore, to; theb 

botanical 
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botanical fiuident, was the environs. of . Edin-: 
burgh, |‘ to..which, it: muft indeed be allowed; 
that; natute: has, been uncommonly liberal, in- 
affording-a very: great variety of indigesous: 
vegetables. . In. this. fituation, ‘the -eftablifh- 
ment.of anew.garden naturally fuggefted it- 
felf, as a graad.and important objet; and in 
the accomplifhment of this, Dr Hope exerted. 
that degree of induftry; and judgment which 
Will ,feldom. fail: of fuccefs, where the. objedt,, 
whatever its. magnitude may -be, is rational 
and -proper.. Fhe attachment : which the: 
Earl: of Bute. is well, known to have for bota-. 
nical ftudies, and. the great expence he had 
incurred forthe engravings:of the vegetable. 
fyftem, publifhed under the name of Sir John. 
Hill, naturally, pointed out -hisadminiftration 
asa. proper period for making application for. 
public aid to.this, undertaking. It was pecu-. 
Tiarly fortunate: for, this. application, . that. 
Bute, was.at.that time, the. minifter, of a. 
King, nu-lefs segarded at home as the father. 
of his people, than celebrated. over.the. world: 
as the, patron, of {cience.. :.In..copfequence of 
judicions memorial, the. withed-for, afliftance, 
was obtained.: the. Prpcuring. fufficient, 

funds 
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Fonds fo the purpole, was mot the 
ficulty that Dr Hopé had wo combat... Money 
alone cannot éreate a botanical: garden ; and,’ 
ii fuch an undertaking, -it is.a mach 
matter td inoney, than to employ. W 
to the belt advanti¢e: Hope fiked 
d {pot for the fituation of his garden, which; 
while it was of lefs:intrinfic value alinoft 
any other have feleéted, potfeffed’ 
many focal advatitages. ‘While in the 
nity of the city, it was yet tenioved from the 
influence of its {moke, and it afforded a. very: 
confiderable variety both of foil and expofite.. 
Although the greater: part ‘of confited: 
cither of ‘barren. fand or ufelefe nicrafs, and: 
could therefore ‘be purchafed at an eafy rate,’ 
Dr Hope well knéw, that, by. proper cul« 
ture, thefe would be highly conducive bork: 
the beauty arid utility of the garden and: 
the: uncommon: attettion ‘which he beftowed: 
on that culttire, ‘could only be equalled: by: : 
the judgment ‘With: which it was ‘condudted:! 
His unwearied exertions, ih procuring for the 
garden the vegetable produttions of évery’ 
climate, could not Be‘exceeded. ’ His 
vours were.conftanty direéted in-adding; not 
te 
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and they. were, employed. with fuch fuccefs, 
‘that, i ina very hore time, the intelligent bo- 
tanift might gratify his cutiofity, i in conteiti- 
| plating. the 1 rareft plants of every country 
which has yet been explored, on a {pot which, 
but a few. ycars before, . could be confidered 
as little better chan a ‘barren wafte, liardiy 
producing even a_pile of ufeful grafs. A 

: ftriking, proof of the power of human induftry, 
when affiduouily and direéted to 
an imiportant objet. 
Bins white shefe wcrc able to wake 
fach progrefs, Dr Hope had yet reafon to re- 
‘gret, that his endeavours, as well as his withes, 
‘were much limited, by the fcantinefs of his 
annual allowance. He could hardly, how- 
ever, expeé, thiat, during an expenfive and 
‘uanatoral war, thofe. who were thea the 
King’s minifter’, would beftow much atteti- 
tion on objets of fcience.. But no fooner 
‘were the bleflings of peace. reftored, and the 
Duke of Portland placed at the head of his 
Majefty’s councils, than Dr Hope faw that a 
inoft favourable opportunity was offered for 
fopporting and increafing the riches of his 

If. Dec. I B garden, 
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garden, by obtaining a proper addition to fts — 
funds. +Hé had then accefs ro his Sovereign, 
by means of 2 Noblethan uniformly diftin. 
guifhed by the moft amiable virwues ; a Noble- 
man who had an hereditary claims to be the 
patron and protettor of ‘botany a Noble- 
‘man, whofe. mother, then. alive,’ but whofe 
death Science ‘Biay now fincerely ‘deplore, 
‘was at once the ornament of her fex, and 
ene of the greateft encouragers of botanical 
ftudies in’ the known world. The applica- 
tion for additional aid was no fooner made, 
than it met with the attention i it deferved ; 
and the readinefs with which it was granted, 
‘at once demonftrated the views of the Mi- | 
‘siifter, and the difpofition of the Man. This 
interpofition was effeét ef borough po- 
litics, or ele&ion maneeuvres. It was fo 
far fpontaneous, that the application ‘Was une 
| knowa, even to the Town-Council, the Pa- ; 
trons of the Univerfiry, till the requeft was 
granted. And upon good information 1 cast 
affert, that if this truly patriotic minifter had 
‘eontinued. but a fhort time ‘longer at the head 
of his Majefty’s cobncils; the Univerfity of 
would foon have been indebted to 
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‘even thort as 


Country miny iticltimuble WAings, which 
ferve ‘thé ‘Wartheft thattks ‘of every’ Briton. 
But ‘a ‘atretition to nationat concerns 
Of the firit” miighftude; “Aid ‘tot prevent the 
Dake of Portind froin ‘alfo paying atrentioh 
to Seiende “he & permanent 
forthe the’ Botanical garden 
this plitce! rénder ft nor‘inferiot 
to any in Batope. “To Dr Hope, who wat 
the firft tover th ‘every thing refpedting that 
garden, his Country th partidulr; and Science 
in genetal, aré indebred, for all the advan- 
tages refaltitig front that eftablithment. 

Bat Di‘ Hope’s induftrious exertions were 
tio lefs ‘affidnotily beltowed in forming and 
enriching the garden, than in cherifhing and 
promoting a zeal for botanical ftudies. From 
but a very fmall number of leCtures, which 
were ‘all that ‘his predeceffor ever gave, he 
gtadoally ‘prolonged the cofirfe, til it became 
complete ab any: one delivered ‘at this place ; 
and duting’ alf this extended cotirfe, He tadght 
"in fuch-a mamer, as clearly: demonftrated-a 
| Bb 2 degree 
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degree of ardour and enthufiam in himéfelf, 
_ which could hardly fail to infpire fimilar: emo- 
tions in others. But even fuch precept, and 
fuch:example,- were not the only means he 
employed for dire&ting the attention of the 
induftriows, ingenious, and laudably ambitious 
‘ftudent, to this branch of fcience.. By be- 
ftowing, entirely at his own expence, an an- 
nual gold medal, as.a teftimony of faperior 
merit, he gave a {pur to exertion, from which 
the toils of ftudy were alleviated. by the lore 
of fame, and the labours of induftry con- 
verted into the pleafures of emulation. 
. But while be encouraged the exertions of 
rifing genius, by honorary rewards to the 
living, he farnifhed it alfo with an additional 
{pring of aétion, by the tribute of -applaufe 
to the dead. The world were no fooner de- 
prived of the great Linneeus, than Dr Hope 
formed the refolution of inculcating a conftant— 
attention to his merit upon the mind of every - 
fiudent. For this purpofe, he ereéted, in a 
well-chofen fpot within the garden, at his own 
private expence, an clegant monument to 
shat. illuftrious botanift. It contains ogly 
this Linnzo pofuit Joannes 
Hope. 
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_ Lininedtis iti the of ‘every ftadent,’he fare’ 
sifhied aninfaltible means’ of conftantly calling — 
to their recolleion the merit of bis writings 
while: the intelligent and ‘contemplative ob-: 
férvér ‘cannot ‘pafs the fpot,- without feelitig, 
in proportion to’ the liberality of: his: awn 
mind, emotions’ of gratitude 
which the — heart is 
it was sot on confpicnous 
chara&ters as thofe of: Linnzews, that Dr Hope 
employed his-endeavonrs in beftawing the juft 
tribute of: -well-catned - “approbation: The 
operative gardener, who, under his direion, 
had condaéed the formation of the new gar- 
den, John ‘Williamfon;'q worthy'and refpea- 
able man, while employed in the fervice of’ 
his Sovereign, was {natched from his family 
and friends by a ‘premarnré death: Dr Hope 
well knew how was owing to his 
duftrious' exertions’! ahd he’ was unwilling 
that it thould ‘¢ither' be Torgotten’ by others, 
or unknown ‘to: ‘pofterity. ‘To record 
merit, therefore, : ‘he alfo erefted a monument 
B b 3 Ir 
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pinion, idea, which onghs 19 he-che-i 


rithed,, that, by. 2: 


fame. gasden; generous ought alfo-te: 


record, their. gratefyl remambrapnae of the 


ftinguithed, fervices of Dr. Hope: 
fome, 1, learn, that.a to ger. 
nuine worth, foon. intends. to. pay-fach 91 thei 


hase of applaufe to his memory, ina mone, 


private manner. But alshengh-. -masbie: 
fhould: exes marked. with bis 
yet, white-the Edinburgh betanical-- ganden:. 


and: thall, farvixg. the :wreek.of time, in-will: 
farnith 4Q beholder beatiful, 
and. magoifigent, monument, than . human in- 
vention, of ,haman _sither or. 


. Dr: Hope, will alo. laps be 
by thole writings om boganical fabjeSs whith. 


principal objed foams tp have. beens to, make. 
botany the args more immediate . 
ufoful.ip, life, and. particylasly 19 medicine, 
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though they. not be 
cftcemed ariginal.works, were highly ufe- 
fa) to hie pupils, the papers wbich publith, | 
ed in the Philofephical Tranfaftioas, on. the 
Rhqum palmayam, -and the 
afford. evidence... While he 
was the firft, who, in conj with 
the: lave. mosthy Sig Alexander Dick, turned 
pis, atttention,to che praGical cultivation of 
chubash jp. Britains. by the publication to 
which I allude, he communicated the import- 
of its lyxusiant growth ; in this ifland, 
to, hotanifts;. and he demonttrated. she 
facility with which, it might ,be multiplied. 
Fc_lived fee it: gultivaced ia. fuch abund- 
the Britt, market no, longer 
any, negefity .of depending, upon fo- 
seign.climates for this valuable, once ex: 
pentive, medicine. ., The, cultization of, the 
aflafoedita plagts; hag,;not, hitherto, indeed, 
eqnal progrefs: bat, Hope. has 
clearly, thown, ghar, by., proper attention, it 
not only. bears the giciflitudes of our climate, 
but grows. in, fact Ygorous and healthful 
flate,.as to. be, folly impregnated, with. its 
adive gum. ‘These is. therefore. to 
Bb 4 hope, | 


hope, tat, by the exettions of furnre 
try, thethop of che apbihecatyitay 
plied with’ ‘this : 
fervient to milcy, Dr Hop? had in contempla- 
tion a more extenfive botanical work;on which 
he: had ‘beftowed ‘much ftudy 
Ic was his with, incréafe thofe advanitages 
which refult/from the very ingenious and’ urfe- 
ful artificial arrangement of Linteus, by:con- 
joining i it with a fyftem of ‘Vegetables, 
buted: according to their greet natural: orders. 
For this purpofe, no. inconfiderable’ part of 
that time which he could {pare from ‘other 
pnavoidable engagements, was ‘employed in’ : 
attempts to improve and perfe& natural me: 
thod in arrangement of “vegetables. In: 
this work he had made very confiderable pros. 
grels; and it muft be'the’fubjett of fincere res. 
| gret to every. lover of botany, if, from the es. 
yent of his death, the public thal be for 
deprived of thofe fruits of his labours. 
is however to be hoped, that this 
will yet be completed, and publifhed by fome 
ene 0 of the able boranifts who were educated 
pndes 
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is better qualified for’ the undertaking than | 
iis third’ font a profelfor’m the Univer. 
fity OF Glafgow.° But thoald his prefent 
deinical or other engage 
inents, prevent him'from totning his atiestion 
to this feverat eminent. bo- 
tattifts;’ who-ought to be prompred By the ties 
of gratitude, to'tradfmit pofteriry the writ- 
of Dr‘ Hope, i the form conducive 
to*his fame. '’Fo him, many of thénrare deep- 
lytitidebted t of ‘all the diftinguithing, “and 
amiable feathres ef his: charafter, ‘none: wae 
jnterefted patronage which he afforded to mo- 
deft repreffed by indigence. 
Both the Eaft ‘and Weft Indice,;‘and indeed 
very quarter of ‘the furnith 
amples of his difceroment-of fecal worth, and 
munificence. with which’he cherifhed | 
_ and fapported it.» From judiciotis felestion . 
of the objeéts of ‘patronage, he ‘was en- 
abled, by means of what he ‘could eafily fpare 
from moderate eid into the 
world fuch merit, as might excite at once the 


$53 


¢ 
3 
# 


MEDICAL’ Dec. 


priacely, gnable them. to 
highelt eacouragement.on frience. 

Alhough poflefled. fom nature. cons 
Sderable heat ‘af! temper, yet this was fq re, 
gulated- by ‘the .diftates of prudence, thats 
led only to fuch exertions..as were good and 
ufeful. Although he. often ‘mentioned to his 
moft intimate, friends the trouble it-was ne, 
ceflary for him to beftow,. in. combating the 
__keenefs of bis pa#ions; aad alchongh he fre- 
quently-exprefied his regret that he had not 
been able to..overcome them, yet, after an 
intimate. copuexion. for more,.than twenty 
ynars, am, unacquainted with.¢vea a fingle 
inflance, which they betrayed into any, 
impropriety of Reflions thus regu- 
lased, are of chan’ of re: 
; is by,-thefe alone, thas, the cool 
indifference of plilofophy can be made to pare 
take of ‘the'tender feelings of tiuman natury 
In one wosd--Ds Hope’s through 
life, attensive and candid 
obferver, 3 ‘fteiking philo- 
fophery anjaptiable phyficians a-fipcepe friend, 

ani affe&ionate parent, . and: worthy man—r 
Aad however defestive the. chanacter-.1 have 
attempted 
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attempted to draw may be, in many particy- 
lars, yet the account which has been given, 
can hardly fail to afford to eyery hearer a 
{triking proof, Kow'muth even a fingle indi- 
yidual is able to accomplith, when his exer- 
tions are fteadily and judicioufly direéted tq 
Hie: attainment ofi:wistuous and: important 
objodts:;. and: deat maby of thole. who 
ase:now prefent, ‘will confider his: meritorious: 
condud .as-ay worthy of imitation — 
good citizen ‘and hae 
of enjoy mént.to whicty the mind 
is:an:entixe fvanger:’ . For, to the words- 
of::an- elegant ‘moderh cons 
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.. At the laft annual meeting of the Harvei- 


-an Society of Edinburgh, after the anniver- 


fary difcourfe was delivered by Dr Duncan, 
from which the foregoing accoung of the life, 


-weitings, and, charaéter of zhe late Dr.John 


Hope has been extraged, the annual premi- 
um given by the fociety, was publicly prefent-. — 
ed to Mr Jofeph Pinto Azeredo from the Brae 
zils, who was found to be:the author'of a.dif-. 
fertation on the chemical and. medica) proper- 
ties of thofe fubltances called Ljchontriptics ; 


which was prefixed for: motto, “ Malton 
-egerunt qui afite ‘nos fuerunt, fed non ‘pere- 


gerunt 5 multum adhuc reftat operis, mul- 
tumgue reftabit, neque alli nato poft mille - 
feecula udetur occafio,: aliquid adhuc ad- 


jiciendi :”” and which, in the unanimous opi- 


nion of the judges, was the beft, prefented to 


— the fociety on that fubje&. “We cannot pre- 


zend to do juftice to this differtation by a fum- 
mary 


& 
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mary atcount of the various matter which it 
contains; bat it may not be or" to men- 
tion a few particulars. ‘ 

After giving a. gerieral and 
count of the different kinds of animal concre- 
tions, and particularly of the urinary calcu- 
lus, of the fymptoms it occafions, and the 
folvents that have been. employed; and after 
briefily relating. the various opinions: of au- 
thors en thefe fubje&s, he proceeds to a de- 
tail of his own experiments... Thefe relate te 
the analyfs of the ftone, and its folvents. - 

He not only tried various folvents out of 
the body, but after taking folvents internally, 
he obferved the effeéts of the urine on calcali_ 
kept in a proper temperature: And befides 
this, he introduced calculi into the bladders 
of dogs, and injeéted folvents, both by the. 
and urethra., 

-As to the analyfis, he paid setteiler atten- 
tion to the acid, which was merely mentioned 
by Scheele and Bergman ; and, from an in- 
veftigation of its chemical properties, he is dif- 
pofed to believe it analogous to what has been 


called acidum _— if not precifely the 
fame. | 


From 
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vations cxperitents heconcludés; that 
there exe two kinds of calctili, whe one 
ble in different menftraa, the ether it none yet 
‘bare that thofe in which lime or ‘mag- 
are Ingredients, aré foluble by means of 
fixed air. This he prefers to evety other: 
went. ‘He @id not find Hime-watér; tlre oft 
fic alkti, or ‘the Vittiolic acid; taken intets 
prodtice any on caleius; 
the whole, all his experiments, 
the number of 106; are with: great 
-jadgment 5 and the inferences which he draws 

from, them, are highly hemingend both i m a 
é¢hemieal and medical view. © 

We in exif volume, chat ‘the | 


fubje& of inveftigation propofed for. 1 788; 


was an experimental enquiry’ into’ the naroré 


‘and properties of the Nicotiana Tabacéum of 
Linnzus ; into the different ative conftituent. 
parts of this vegetable, their effe&s on the 
human body, and their afe in the cure of 
difeafes. 

The fubje& for - 1789, isanen- 
_ quiry into the nature and properties of thofe 

tiedical produ&s, which are obtained’ from a 


combination of ardent fpirit with acids. *” 
| This 
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‘This ctrious, bar ‘hitherto obfcure fabjeé, 
affordy’ fot many experiments, and may 
give birth to ‘ingenious conjeétares, parties 
larly refpeting the chrée produéts ob- 
tained from ‘ardetit fpitie atid acid, 


viz. ether, duldified’ fpitit, and Hioffman’s2- 


nodyne liquor. “Fhe general effeéts of thefe 
three forms on the human body ; the cafes to 
which each is pecttiarly adapted; and, laft- 
ly, the matiner in which acids modify the ef- 
fe& of fpirits, as in the alleged cafe of in- 
toxidation, will curious of in. 
| 


Differtations on the fir of thefe fabjeas, 
be tranfmitted to‘ Dofors Duncan or 
Webfter by the 1ft of January 1789; and 
en the laft, by the ift of January 1790 


The Humane Society of Londen, fome 
fome time ago refolved, That in order to ia- 
| vite 
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vite the learned to the. important. ftndy. of 
fafpended animation, and to point out the. 
motft. judicious modes. of pradtice at fach an 
alarming period as that of apparent death, 
they would offer an honorary gold medal for 
the beft original effay, and a filver medal for 
the fecond, on fome important queftion ree 
ating to this fubjeé. 
Their prizes. for 1788, were beftowed otf 
Dr Edward Goodwyn, and Mr Charles Kite. 
The fuccefsful differtations publithed by thefe 
gentlemen, the one intituled, The Conneétion 
of Life with Refpiration ; the other, An Ef- . 
fay on the Recovery of. Perfons ‘apparently 
dead, have -been lately: publithed, and afford 
‘ftrong evidence of wisi this part of 
their plan. 
The queftion which he Sociesy has pro- 
‘pofed for 1789, is in the following terms 
Are emetics, venefection, and eleétricity, 
proper in fufpended animation, and under . 
what circumftances?, 
They have eftablifhed the following regu< 
lations, refpecting the medals: 
Each differtation thall be delivered or 
to the regiffer, No. 8. Bury -Strest, 
| St 
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St Mary-Axe, on or before the third weelk 
in January 1790. . | 

2. With it fhall be delivered a fealed packs 
et, with fome device on the outfide, and withs 
in, the author’s name and defignation. 


3- The fame device fhall be put onthe | 


outfide ‘of the diflertation to which it belongs. 

4.. The determination of: the merits-of the 
differtations,’ will be velted in the Medical 
Society of .London.;: and the medals fhall be 
adjudged inthe mouth.of April... 

No eflay with the name of the 
affixed can be received,-as the merits of each _ 
are to be impartially adjudged... 

All the and differtations, he 
cefsful ones. excepted, hall be. returned, if 
defired, with the packets unopened which 
contain the names of the authors. 

4. The fuccefsful differtations are to be 
-publifhed by the Humane Society, unlefs the 
authors think proper to print them at their 
own expence. 


Vox. Ill. Dec. HI. Cc The. 
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The Lyceum Medicum of London, hare 
conferred their prize medal, for the year 1788, 
- on Mr Everard Home, furgeon in London: 
The differtation which gained this prize is 
lately publifhed, under the following title; — 
A Differtation on the Properties of Pus, 
which gained the Prize Medal given by the 
Lyceum Medicum Londinenfe for the, yeag 
4788, and which was ordered to be — 
for the ufe of the Society. 


- Fhe Medical Society of Goettingen, have 
propofed a prize queftion in the following 
terms : 


‘ 
& 

q 

4 

| 

} 


4988, “COMMENTARIES. 493 


Quinam funt effeétus opii in corpus ani- 
male fanum, maxime refpe€tu habito ad ejus 
analogiam cum vino; et quomodo necat ? 

Differtations 6n this fabje&, muft be tranf- 
mitted to the Society on or before the uft of 
April 17 89. 


& 


_ The Royal Phyfical Society of Edinburgh, 
who have been lately fornied into a legal 
_ body corporate, ; by a charter from the Crown, 
refolved, in the beginning of laft Winter, to 
beftow annually a-gold medal on the author 
of the differtation read at their weekly meet 
ings, which, in the opinion of judges appoint- 
ed by a majority of the Society, fhould be 
judged to have the greateft merit. Their 
medal for the laft Winter feflion was confer- 
red on Dr James Robertfon, now phyfician 
at Invernefs, for his paper on the wiciffitudes 
of the weather in. producing difeafes. 

| 
Cc 2 On 
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_ On Monday the ft of December, the 

' Royal Society of London held their anniver. 

fary meeting, at their apartments in Somerfet. 

place in the Strand, when the Prefident, Sir 
Jofeph Banks, Bart., in the name of the So- © 

ciety, prefented the gold medal (called Sir 

Godfrey Copley’s, to Charles Blagden, M. D. 

‘ See. R. S. for his two papers “on Congella: 

tion.” ‘The Prefident, on this oceafion, de 

livered the cuftomary difcourfe on the fab 

jects contained in Dr Blagden’s papers. 


RH 


Jn the Journal de Phyfique for the month 
of Auguft 1788, is contained a fhort memoir 
en the phofphorated foda, written by Dr 

George 
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the Reyal-Col- 
lege of Phyficians in. London, phyfician to 
and 
In the preceding ‘our Comment- 
aries, page’ 464, -we ansounced, that. a new 
purging. neutral. fale. had been introduced, 
eompofed ef the acid. of phofphorus and foda. 
In the..menipir mentioned ‘above, a further 
account is given of :this double falt, in which 
a reference is made to,oyr Sommemarics for 
the year 1787. 
_ <The author of; this memoir obferves, that | 
Mefirs : Lavoifier}Fourcroy, Klaproth, and 
‘Sage, had combined -the of phofphorus . 
with the ‘foda ; but the refult was a compound 
totally: different its appearance from the 
double: falt:zhere deferibed, compofed of the 
fame fubftances; . The perlate falt of Haupt, 
and the fufible fale with the bafis of natron, 
deferibed: by Rouelle and Proutft,- which are 
compofed alfo of the phofphoric acid and 
foda, are not at all: fimilar to the‘phofphor- 
foda made by Di Pearfon. Therefore, 
aa 


‘ 
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an account is here given of the proce bp 
which this neutral was prepared. rs 
The’acid of phofphorps | 
by dephlogifticating, as it is termed; pho 
phorus by the nitrous acid. Five hundred 
grains of phofphorus, and fifteen’ hundred 
grains of acid of nitre, the fpecifié” gravicg 
of which ‘was 1.5. in three times its"weight 
of water, afforded one ounce and two'drams 
meafure of phofphoric acid; which weighed 
about eleven hundred grains. ‘The fpecific 
gravity of this acid, was ufoally from. 1.86 

2. Diffolve, in a matrafe with a long ‘heck, 
fourteen ‘hundred “grains of cryftallifed foda 
in two thoufand one hundred grains of diftik 
led water, heated to 150 deg. : «Add, ‘by dev 
| grees, five hundred grains of ‘the: phofplioric 
acid juft defcribed. After theleffervefcenct 
has ceafed, boil the mixture for: the {pace of 
a few minutes, and filter it into a thallow vel © 
fel. After ftanding for ‘twelve hours in @ 
temperate ‘air, rhomboidal. cryftals will 
_ found at the bottom of the liquor ; and after 
a longer time, they will increafe in ‘number 
and fize. The quantity’ of thefe cryftals is 
from 
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from goo grains; but, by repeated 
evaporation of the liquor in- which they are 
formed, more falt may be obtained: fo that 
the above quantity of the acid and alkah will 
yield from 1450 to 1550 grains of rhom- 
boidal cryftals. The refiduam, which re- 
fufes- to eryftallife, effervefces with acids, and 
turns fyrup of violets green. And when 
it is evaporated to drynefs, the fediment a- 
mounts to 150 er 200 grains, - 

‘When 150 or 200 grains of the ‘acid of 
more than the quantity mention- 
ed above, were added to the above weight of 
foda, the only difference in the refult was, 
_ that the liquor remaining after the cryftallifa- 
tion’ was finifhed, effervefced with alkalies, 
_ reddened the infufion of turnfol, was a muci- 
jaginous and gluy fluid, and, being united 
with a frefh quantity of foda, yielded more- 
rhomboidaf cryftais. On the contrary, when 
100 or 200 grains of foda more than the a- 
bove quantity, were added to the above quan- 
tity of the acid of phofphorus, the only dif- 
ference in the refult was, that there was 4 
quantity” of alkali in the refiduum. 


4 
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.The author attempted to unite the above 
double, rhomboidal falt. with the acid of phof- 
phorus.. But -he did: not -find any. chemical 
Minion between this falt and acid, as he expeé- 

ed, according to Mr Klaproth’s experiment, 
Neither'did he. find. the rhomboidal falt cas 
pable of uniting with foda, and thus forming 
the fufible falt.. with the. bafe.of natron, of 
Rouelle and Prouft.. ‘Thefe experiments may 
be probably fufficient to point out the mif- 
takes which the moft refpeétable authors:have 
fallen into,-:on the f{ubje& of.what has been 
called the perlate falt,.and perlate acid. 
The angles of the cryftals.of the phofpho- 
rated foda were examined by the. gonio- 
meter, an inftrument made at Paris, for mea- 
furing the degrees of the angles of cryftals. 
The cryftals, when regular, are rhombes, 
-compofed of fix tetraedral rhomboidal furfaces 
or planes, and their angles are of 60 and 120 
degrees. The folid angles are alfo of 60 and - 
120.degrees;'fo that the extremity of the 
cryftal appears to be a triedral pyramid, the 
angles of which are of 60 degrees... 
‘This falt, like Glauber’s falt, eflorefces very 
{oon if expoled ¢ to the air; therefore, if it be 


wifhed 


7 
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withed to preferve itin .its eryftallifed. ftate, 
it thould be ‘kept in. clofe; veffels. :.. It:is ex- 
tremely eleganr in its appearaace, and not m- 
ferior id beauty: of. cryftallifation tothe Ro- 
chelle falt. When employed. for: medical 
pofes, it is found to have many fingular pro- | 
perties ; fo that it is now frequently prefcrib- 
ed by fome of the firft praétitioners in Lon- 
don, in preference to the Rochelle falt. It_ 
has very little tafte when diflolved; and that 
tafte is by no means difagreeable. It excites 
no naufea or ficknefs, and gives no uneafy 
fenfations or irritations in the ftomach. It o- 
perates in the moft gentle manner, and may > 
even be made palatable, and thus be taken 
with eafe by children or infants. From fix to 
ten drams of it diffolved in a pint of broth, or 
of water-gruel made without. any falt, gives 
no more than an. agreeable. faline tafte, and 
_ Operates as a purge.with an adult. To chil- 
dren, it muft be given in {mailer dofes. 
Befides the favourable accounts which Dr 
Dewees has had of this falt, from Dr Pearfon, 
and other refpectable authorities in London, 
he has himfelf employed it in a few cafes, 
having got fome of it from London, prepar- 
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ed by Mr Willis, an eminent and ingenious — 

chemift pf that: city and the trials which Dr 
Duncan has made: at Edinburgh, tend to 
confirm the favourable charaéer which he has 
received of it from London. . 


£ & 


An ingenious correfpondent in London, has 
favoured Dr Duncan with the are 
ticles of medical news. 


‘¢ In the treatment of the acute rheumatifm, 

{ have no doubt, that the modern practice of 
many phyficians, of curing that difeafe by to- 
pical bleod-letting and fweating, by means of | 
- Dover’s powder, with general bleeding, prac- 
tifed only occafionally, to diminifh evident ge- 
neral plethora, inflammatory diathefis, or in- 
flammatory fever, is much more fuccefsful 
than Sydenham’s method, which confifted of 
repeated general evacuations of bleod, and a- 
voiding sas But I do not find any advan- 
tage 
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sage from conjoining ipecacuanha with. opi- 
um; atid therefore, I do not exhibit Dover’s 
powder, bat opium alone, in the quantity of 
one grain every fix or eight hours, or two 
grains-every night, and one grain every morn- 
ing. If the patient ly in bed, and drink © 
warm and moderately ftimulating vegetable 
 infufions, fuch as thofe of fage, mint, balm, 
bohea or green tea, as is ufually practifed in 
order to occafion fweating by the Dover’s 
powder, he will fweat as copioufly by means 
of ‘the opium alone, as by means of the mix- 
ture of ipecacuanha and opium. As Dover’s 
powder is: more bulky, more difagreeable to 
the palate, and more apt to excite naufea 
than-opium, I have not exhibited that cele- 
brated: powder for thefe fix months paft. — 

I have lately exhibited the compound of 
the arfenical acid and potath, the potaffa ar- 
fenicata, in a cafe of epilepfy of many years 
duration... Within the fpace.af a week, the 
paroxyfme; began to return lefs frequently, 
and in another week not a fingle fit occurred ; 
por have'they. returned fince that time, al- 
though feveral weeks: have elapfed. For 
yetal years before, fcarce a day paffed with- 
out 
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out the recurrence of an epileptic pendnylans 
The pulfe, a week after this:medicine was:be> 


gun, beat. only from. thirty-eight to forty 
ftrokes in a minute. But; as.1 negleéed to 
number the. pulfations when, the: patient firk 
applied to me, I cannot with certainty con- 
clude, whether this flow aétion of the heart 
and arteries was the effeé of the medicine, or 
was a part of the natural ftate of the confti- 
tution. The dofe of the. arfenicated potah, 
was from one fortieth to one. twentieth of. a 
grain. In a larger quantity it produced pains 
of the breaft, gripings and purging, as well 
as an affection of the: head ; but im thefe {mall 
dofes, it produced no fenfible effe& on the pa- 
tient, but a flight:uneafinefs. at-ftomach. In 
fome cafes, perhaps, fill will-be 
required. 

I obferve in a reputable writer, Ward’s 
white drop reprefented as a mercurial prepara- 
tion, confifting ‘of the muriatic acid and calcined 

_quickfilyer ; whereas, according to the re- 
ceipts of the celebrated empyric, publithed: by 
Mr Page, that medicine is compofed of the 
nitrous acid. and mercury: For. the volatile 
alkali mentioned in Ward's prefcription, has 

no 


' 
4 
+ 
‘ 
‘ 


3488. “COMMENTARIES. 413 


no effect; unlefs we fappofe that a triple 
compound is formed, by the union of. the vo- 
latile alicali, nitrous acid, and mercury. Now 
I find, that this medicine, prepared according 
to the receipt publifhed by Page, throws | 
down calomel, either on the addition of com- 
falt or of muriatic acid. Accordingly ‘it 
follows, ‘that Ward’s white drops confilt of 
three fubftances, viz. the muriatic acid, the 
calx of quickfilver, and quickfilver in its me- 
tallic ftate; for if it only. confifted of the calx 
of mercury, and the nitrous acid, it could not 
throw down calomel on ‘the ‘addition of the 
muriatic acid, but would form corrofive fubli- — 
mate. If, therefore, any one wifhes to pré- 
pare this medicine of Ward’s, which for cu- 
taneous difeafes, I find to be the molt effica- 
cious of the mercurial preparations, he needs 
enly diffolve quickfilver in the nitrous acid, as 
dire&ted for making Scheele’s wet calomel in 
the new London pharmacopeeia, called hydrar= 
gyrus imuriatus mitis. This ‘nitre of mercury, 
given from one eighth to one thirty-fecond 
part of a grain in water, will be found to pro- 
dace the fame effeéts as Ward’s white drops. 
This medicine is coimpofed of metallic mer- 
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’ eury, calcinéd mercury, and the nitrous: acid; 
and is, jn all probability, much lefs virulent . 
than the calx of mercury and ‘this acid joins 
ed; in the fame manner, and for the famé 
‘reafon, as calomel is lefs virulent than COrro- 
five fublimate. 2 
Zinc calcined by air and fire, or the flowers 
or calx of zinc, like antimony calcined by the 
{ame means, viz. diaphoretic antimony, I have 
good reafon to believe, is mach lefs efficacious 
than zinc calcined by acids, viz. calx of zine — 
precipitated by alkali from white vitriol: Ac- 
cordingly I have, for thefe laft fx months, ex- 
hibited this metal calcined by acids, and with 
more efficacy than if 1 had prefcribed the flo- | 
res zinci. I lately gave an ounce and a half 
of the flores zinci every week, for four weeks 
together, without their producing any fenfible 
effe& or alteration in the ftate of the epilep- 
fy, for which they were ordered ; and I have 
fometimes been difpofed to conclude, that this - 
calx of zinc, like diaphoretic antimony, is in- 
ert, while that precipitated from white vitri- 
ol, like Algeroth’s powder, is a&ive. For 
external purpofes, it is abfurd to employ the 
lapis calaminaris, or tutia, becaufe it is only 
employing 
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employing the ealx of zinc, mixed with a 
quantity of extraneous fubftances. I with, — 
therefore, always to employ the zinc pre- 
cipitated from White vitriol, as mentioned 
above. 
The difle&tion of bodies after different dif- 
eafes; frequently affords proof ef the very 
little utility, in the prattice of phyfic, of the 
greateft fteck of knowledge of the phyfiology 
of-the human conftitution. I have found the 
lungs with numerous tubercles, although the 
patient was never affected with cough; in 
the gall-bladder, calculi, filling completely that 
 eavity, without any preceding. diforder of the 
liver ; and, what is more extraordinary, ul- 
cerations of the inteftines, although no pain 
of the abdomen, or other fymptom, had been 
prefent, which indicated any difeafe of thefe 
vilcera. 


é 
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Robert M‘Caufland, who refided for 
fome time in Canada, has communicated to 
Dr Duncan the following obfervations re 
of heating 


“ Soon. after my arrival. in Canada, in 
1768, L obferved a method of heating water 
which is univerfally- practifed m that country, 
and which appeared to me to be one of the 
ftrongeft illuftrations of the do&rines of heat 


delivered by Profeffor Black. 


The cold in Canada, dikes the ufe of 


ftoves almoft indifpenfible ; and the poorer in- 


habitants, from the want of a fire-place, and - 
to fave fuel, are generally obliged to drefs all 
their victuals upon the ftove. Whenever, 
therefore, they with to heat a kettle of water 
quickly, they pour a fpoonful or two of the wa- 


ter upon the ftove, and immediately fet the ket- 
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tle upon it while it is bubbling up. ‘To throw 
cold water upon a hot ftove, in otder to make 
it heat any thing more quickly, feemed at 
firft view not a little extraordinary ; and yet 
the practice was fo familiar, that although no 
one pretended to account for it, no one feem- 
ed furprized at it. 

It appeared to me, that this fall quantity 
of water being inftantly converted into va. 
pour, flew up againft the bottom of the ket- 
tle, and being there condenfed, communicated 
a large quantity of latent heat to the water 
therein contained. Thus condenfed into 
drops, it now fell down again upon the ftove, 
and was, as before, inftantly converted into 
vapour, and then condenfed by the bottom 
of the kettle. -In this manner a {mall quan- 
tity of water, alternately evaporated and con- 
denfed, became a carrier of heat from the 
ftove to the kettle, in the fame manner that 
pieces of gold-leaf, &c. become carriers of 
electricity between two plates, one being fuf- 
pended over the other. 

As a proof that fach a procefs actually took 
place, it may be obferved, that this fmall 
quantity of water was not diffipated for many 

VoL. UI. Dec. Dd minutes, 
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minutes, even by a very hot ftove, but con 


tinued pafling upwards and downwards be- 
rween the ftove and the kettle, as could 
plainly be heard by the falling of the drops 
mpon the hot ftove. And, onthe contrary, 
if the kettle was not placed on the {mall 
quantity of water thrown on the ftove, it was 
diffipated in an inftant. | 

To form fome eftimate between this and 
the method of heating water without the af- 
fiftance of fteam, I placed two penter bafons, 
of the fame fhape, fize, and thicknefs, upor 
.a ftove moderately heated, each of the bafons 
containing 34 ounces of water, of the tem- 
perature of 33 degrees of Fahrenheit; and a 
large fpoonful of water having been poured 
under one of them. In four minutes, the 
‘water in the bafon to which the fteam had 
been applied, rofe to 60, whilft the other had 
only got to 48 ; and in five minutes they were 
at 68 and 50. That no deception might a- 
rife, from the bottom of one of the bafons being 
thicker than the other, or from one part of 
the ftove being hotter than the other, I now 
Tepeated the experiment, changing the bafons, 
and the places in which they were fet. Io 
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four minutes, the bafon heated by’the fteam 

rofe to 80, the other being only at 45. In 
feven minutes they were at 94 and 54; and 
in nine minutes the difference was 102 and 
63. Although this experiment fucceeds upon 
any kind of ftove, yet-I am inclined to think, 
that it is more eafily performed upon one 
that has. fome inequalities or roughnefs on — 
its furface, as the water has a better oppor- 
tunity of lodging there, and is not fo foon 
_diffipated. 


- Mr Ifaac Milner, Jackfonian profeffor of 
ehemiftry at Cambridge, who, by the duties 
of his office, is obliged annually to depofite a 
copy of one of his public lectures in the li- 
brary of Trinity College, and in the Univer- 
fity library, has, we are informed, given in 
an effay on heat, which has very much at- 
trated the attention of thofe chemical .philo- 
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fophers who have had an opportunity of con- 
fidering it. 

He has endeavoured to arrange the prince 
pal matters of faé. concerning fire and heat, — 
in fuch a manner as to enable him to attempt 
with advantage an explanation of the moft re- 
markable phenomena. Although, of late, 
has been the fafhion to take it for granted that 
there‘is a peculiar matter of heat; yet he at- 
tempts to fhow, that the opinion formerly en- 
tertained by fome of the moft eminent philo- 
fophers, of heat confifting in motion, is as 
probable a conjeéture as any other, and that 
the prefent prevailing hypothefis has no ad- 
vantage over the other in any one particular. 
This gives him occafion to confider fully the 
doctrine of latent heat, as it has been called, 
becaufe the faés which are ufually brought in 
fupport of that doétrine, have been reprefent- 
ed as inexplicable on the hypothefis of mo- 
tion. | 

Whether his .obfervations on this fubje& 
will be thought fufficient to invalidate that 


| doétrine, we cannot pretend to fay. But 


they may at leaft ferve to caution us againft 


being: mifled by fome great authorities, who 


have 
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have talked pofitivelyas if it had been a fet- 
tled point, that the caufe of heat was a pe- 
culiar matter, 


“2 


The following extract of a letter from a gen- 
tleman in Bengal, to'Dr Wright, formerly of Ja- 
maica, now phyfician in Edinburgh, contains a 
piece of information in the prattice of medicine, 
which, if eftablifhed by concurring obferva- — 
tions in other countries, muft be of great im- 
portance to mankind, 


« Though I make no doubt every ufeful and 
ingenious improvement in medicine and fcience 
is early known to Dr Wright; yet as there is a 
probability, that the following moft excellent 
difcovery has not yet reached the Weft Indies, I 
will not deny myfelf the pleafure of thinking I 
may be of fome fervice to fome of my fellow- 
creatures, by mentioning it to him. | 
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Eau de luce is‘now, by repeated inftances; 
proved -to be a certain cure for the bité of 
the moft venomous fnakes of this’ coumtry; 
even after the patient’s jaw is fixed, and every 

-fymptom of death’s fpeedy approach appears, 
Some drops are rubbed on the part, and fifty 
drops, mixed with a lorig glafs of water, are 
drank, or poured down the perfon’s throat, 
by forcing open the jaw, if the delay has 
been fo long as to render that neceflary.” 

Mr Fontana, in his tréatife on the poifon-of 
the viper, mentions his having tried this res 
medy, but that he found’ it, by no means; to 
 anfwer his éxpe@arions:. Thé éaw de’ 
is the volatile alkali, united with a pro: 
portion of the oil of amber, by the did of al- 
cohol and foap. It is now introduced into the 
London Pharmacopoeia, under the title of fpi- 
ritus ammonie fuccinatus. Mr Fontatia was 
particularly led to make trials of it, in confe- 
quence of a publication, intituled, Experien- 
‘ces propres & faire conroitre que Palkali 
Jatile fleur eft le :emede le plus efficace contre 
Jes afphyxies, publifhed by Mr Sage cf ‘the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, In‘ that 
work, the yolatile alkali is reprefented as a 
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true fpecific againft the poifon of the viper. 
Bat whether the account given by Mr Sage, 


as well as that contained in the above letter, 
or the reprefentations of Mr Fontana, are 
moft to be depended upon, muft be determin- 
ed by future experience and accurate obfer- 
vation, | 


9 


Dr Parry of Bath, a learned and ingeni- 
ous phyfician, has lately made many experi- 
ments and obfervations on a method of fuf- 
‘pending mania, headach, vertigo, convulfions, 
and hyfterical complaints, by a mechanical 
compreflion of one or both the common trunks 
of the carotid arteries, by means of the fin- 
gers or thumbs. We are told, that in many 
inftances, particularly where the paroxyf{m is 
recent, this method has fucceeded almoft in- 
{tantaneoufly, like magic, the fymptoms difap- 
pearing as long as the preflure was continued, 
but for the moft part immediately returning 
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as foon as it was removed. The obfervations 
which Dr Parry has made upon this fubjed, 
have led ‘him, we are told, toa practice in the 
.diforders mentioned above, and in feveral o- 
thers, generally denominated nervous, . very. 
different from that commonly employed, and 
even in many refpeés oppofite to it. And 
this practice, we are informed, he has found 
infinitely more fuccefsful than what has been 
generally recommended. We are informed | 
by Dr Parry, that he foon intends to publith 
. a more particular account of the obfervations 
he has made, and the new prattices he has 
introduced... How: far-thefe, when; communi- 
cated to the public at large, will be found fuc~ 
cefsful in the hands of others, future experi- 
ence muft determine. 


In former volumes of this work, we. have. 
repeatedly had occafion to mention the advane- 
tages which have bere derived from the uf¢ 

of 
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of the digitalis purpurea in fome cafes of in- 
fania, And ‘we have lately been favoured 
with a cafe by a very ingenious correfpond- 
ent, Dr Jofeph Mafon Cox, who has the 
charge of a private mad-houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood of Briftol, in which this remedy 


was. produétive of a very remarkable cure. 


Dr Cox’s paper, however, as well as feveral 


other important articles, we are under the ne- 


ceflity of referving for our next volume. At 
prefent we fhall only obferve, that the medi- 
cine was given under the form of decoétion ; 
that it operated as a powerful diuretic ; and 
that Dr Cox imagines it cured the difeafe, by 
removing an effufion of water within the cra- 
pium. 


6.64.5 9 


_ Accounts have lately been publifhed in differ. 
ent newfpapers, of the fuccefsful application of 
corrofive ‘fublimate ‘mercury externally, in the 
cureof cancers, Dr AndrewWillifon of Dundee, 


has 
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has favoured us with the following accoune of 
a method of applying’it, which, he tells us, in 
cafes of incipient caricerous affeétions, las been 
attended with confiderable fuccefs, aiid; ever 
in cafes of at inveterate kind, has proved ef- 
fe&tual, in converting the thin foetid ichorous 


‘difcharge into a more natural and good pus: 


‘Fake corrofive fublithate in fine powder; 
and fprinkle it front the point of a fmall pen- 
knife aroutid the edges of the ulcer, which 


_mnft be previoufly wathed with warm water. 


Apply a pledgit of yellow bafilicon over all, 
and give the patient fome warm fpirits or wine 
to drink, with a fufheient quantity of lauda- 
num to allay pai, as it will be very acute for 
fome time after the application of the cofro- 
five. Let the drefling remain on for twenty- 
four hours, and then remove it. Upon the 
removal, a large efchar, or hard flough, of a 


lead colour, will be perceived. If this be not — 


loofe all round the edges, cover it up again 
with the fame pledgit. Next day take it a-. 
way ; and wherever the flough adheres, fprin- 
kle more fablimate, and renew the’ pledgit. 
Continue in this manner till thé wholé flough 
comes off; after which, drefs the wound: with 

yellow. 
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yellow bafilicon,: or ctrate, and it will offer 
heal, in'no long tifne. | 


x &@ 


The ufé of fire, chough much employed a- 
mong the ancients, has been almoft entirely 
teje&ed from thodern furgery. But an inge- 
hious Iratian’ ptofellor, Mr Angelo Riboli of 
Milan, has lately endeavoured: to revive its 
ufe. He is‘ of opinion, that according to par- 
ticular circumftances, it-a&ts fometimes aga fti- 
mulus, fometimes as the contrary; and from pro- 
per application, with due precautions, he has, 
we' are told, found the happieft effects from it 
in his own practice. 


fpting, a very fingular phenomenos 
in anatomy was: difcovéred at the Theatre ift 
Great Windmill ftreet in London. 


Upon 
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Upon opening a body, the natural firuation 
' of the vifcera was found to be reverfed. The 
_ right lobe of the lungs was divided in the 
manner the left ufually is; and the left had 
the comnion divifions of the right. The heart 
was on the right fide, and pointed to the right, 
the large veflels being at the fame time tranf- 
pofed, to fuit the new fituation. The ftomach 
was on the right fide, the great lobe of the 
liver on the left, the gall-bladder and duéts 
being adapted to it. The beginnings and 
terminations of different inteftines were on 
: oppofite fides from what they ufually are. 
There were alfo. fome other peculiarities, as 
five {mall fpleens befides the large one. As 
far as could be learnt, this uncommon ftruc- 
ture gave no uneafinefs to the man during 
life ; nor did he feem to have ever difcovered, 
by any fenfation, that he was formed different- 
ly from other people. ; 

Dr Baillie, the heir and fucceffor of Dr | 
Hunter to his theatre in Windmill-ftreet, to 
whom this diffection occurred, has, we are 
told, given an account of it to a refpectable 
fociety of medical gentlemen, who meet at the — 
houfe of Mr John Hunter; and it is to be 

hoped, 
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hoped, that he will foon communicate a par- 
— ro of it to the public at large. 


Dr John Heyfham of Carlifle, to his ob- 
fervations on the bills of mortality in that city 
for the year 1787, has annexed an account of 
‘a female child, which was. born there at the 
full time, alive, and which lived for five days. 
and twenty-one hours, although upon accu 
rate examination, there was not the fmalleft 
appearance of a brain. This may juftly be 
confidered as a very curious, and perhaps an 
important circumftance in phyfiology. We 
fhall here, therefore, prefent our readers with 
the account there given of this fingular phe. 
nomenon in Dr Heyfham’s own words. 


 Ateight o’clock on Monday morning, May 
26th 1788, Mary Clarke, aged 26 years, and 
the mother of fix children, fome of whom are 
healthy, and others unhealthy, was delivered 

of 
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af a living female child, at the 
the Carlifle Difpenfary. 

The midwife, thocked at the ftrange and 
unufual appearance of the child’s head, 
fent for me immediately. I got there about 
an hour after the delivery. At firft fight it 
appeared evident, that the bones which form 
the upper part of the {cull were wanting, and 


ahe brain feémed to be only covered by its 


proper membranes, the pia and dura mater. 
It refembled a large excrefcence, which pra- — 
jetted a little over the common integuments, 
efpecially towards the forehead, where it.ex- 
tended over the root of the nofe. The cao- 
Jour of this fabftance was a dark redifh brown; 
and upon .examining it more particularly, J 
thought I-could perceive the divifion of two 
hemifpheres of the brain, and likewife the 
divifion of the, cerebrum from the cerebellum. 
I gently raifed with my fingers a part of it 


which projected over the integuments, which . 
_ made the child cry, and produced a confider- 


able -ftarting, fimilar to that which is occa- 
fioned by an eleérical thock. 

‘The child was full grown, ‘and feemed in 
perfect health. Her limbs.were plump, firm, 


and 
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and well-proportioned, and fhe moved them 
with apparent agility. The external organs 
of fenfe were alfo perfeé&. She fwallowed 
well, and took a fufficient quantity of nourifh- 
ment for feveral days ; but fometimes, during 


the aftion of fwallowing, fhe ftarted alittle. 


She lived till five o’clock on Sunday morning, 
June 1ft, when fhe expired. Some time be- 
fore her death, the was affeéted with flight 
convulfions. During the three or four days 
preceding her death, there was a conftant 
difcharge of a thin watery fluid, fomewhat 
tinged with blood, from the excrefcence, which 
greatly diminifhed its bulk ; for at her death 
it was only about half the fize of what it had 
‘been when fhe was born; and the furface 
was in fome places beginning to put on the 
appearance of mortification. | 
_ A few hours after her death, Dr Blamire, 
and Mr Charles Farifh, accompanied me to 
the houfe ; where Dr Blamire cautioufly dif- 
feéted away from the bones the whole of the 
fubftance. We found the greateft part of 
the frontal, the temporal, the occipital, and 
the whole of the parietal bones, wanting. 
The fubftance removed was then carefully ex- 
amined 
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amined ; and what was our aftonifhment, to 
find it entirely to confift of membranes, blood- 
veflels, but principally of feveral bags, one of 
which was as large as a nutmeg, the reft of 
different fizes, but much fmaller! They were 
all filled with a brownifh-coloured fluid, which, — 
when the cyfts were ne gufhed out 
with violence. 
_ There was not the leaft appearance of ce-. 
rebrum, cerebellum, or any medullary fub- 
{tance whatever. The fpinal marrow had a 
natural appearance, but did not feem to have 
been conneéted with the parts above defcrib- 
ed, nor was there the leaft enlargement of © 
its upper end. 
Having accurately related the fats as they 
appeared to Dr Blamire and myfelf, which — 
for their fingularity deferve to be recorded, 
I think the few followinz obvious inferences 
may be drawn from them. 1/7, That the 
fluid difcharged from the excretcence during . 
the life of the infant, and which produced 
the great diminution of its buik, was occa- 
fioned by the rupture or erofion of cyfts fimis 
lar to thofe Which remained found and fu!! of 
water after death. 2d/y, That the living 
| principle, 
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principle, the nerves of the trunk and extre- 
mities, fenfation and motion may exift inde- 
pendent of the brain; and as the external 
organs of fenfe, viz. the eyes, the nofe, the 
tongue, and the ears, all feemed perfect, may © 
we not therefore fuppofe, that the optic, the 
olfactory, the guftatory, and the auditory 
nerves, may exift independent of, and uncon- 
nected with, either the brain or the fpinal 
marrow ? 

I content myfelf with little more than de- 
{cribing this extraordinary cafe, and leave to 
others to deduce from it fuch conclufions as 
_ the appearances obferved may be thought to 
warrant.” 


After having thus given Dr Heyfham’s 
account of this very extraordinary child, and 
obferved with what caution he fhuns forming 
any opinion with refpeét to it, we hall nor 
prefume to amufe or miflead our readers, by 
offering any conjectures of our own. We 
fhall only obferve, that a cafe fo fingular, and 
perhaps even folitary, can hardly be fuppof- 
ed to warrant any general conclufion what- 
ever. | 

Vox. Dec. IL. Ke The 
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The Difpenfatory, publifhed by Dr Lewis, 
under the title of the New Difpenfatory, had 
fuch a decided fuperiority over others, that 
for a long time it fuperfeded every werk of a _ 
fimilar nature in Britain. During the life of 
the author, the improvements which that 
work received from his hands, in fucceflive 
editions, correfponded to the difcoveries that 
were made in pharmaceutical chemiftry. Bur, 
_ during the period which has elapfed,-fince the 
world were deprived of the labours of that 
ingenious, induftrious, and‘ learned man, che- 
miftry in all its branches has received many 
important improvements. It was therefore 
concluded, that an attempt to colleé& and 
apply the lateft and moft important difcover- 
ies to his Difpenfatory, would not be unac- 
ceptable to the public. 

This attempt was carried into execution a- 
bout two years ago, by the publication of z 

work 
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work under the title of the Edinburgh New 
Difpenfatory. ‘That work met with an une- 
quivocal proof of. public approbation ; for, in 
Tittle more than a year, a very large impre!- 
fion was completely fold off. 

Upon this event, the publifher _? have 
immediately put it to the prefs again, had not — 
-a new edition of the London Pharmacopcia 
been in fuch forwardnefs, that a fpecimen of 
it had been diftributed, with the view of ob- 
_ taining the opinion of other intelligent phar 
-macians refpeéting the intended alterations. 
The expectation which the public entertained 
of an impartant reformation of the London > 
Parmacopceia, is now accomplithed ; for, a- 
bout the beginning of the prefent year, thar 
work, in which no alterations had been made 
for near half a century before, was repudlifhed, 
with a very great number of alterations and 
corrections. 

As foon as the new edition of the Lendon 
Parmacopeia appeared, Mr Elliot, the pubs 
hfher of the New Edinburgh Dilpen‘fatory, 
engaged Dr Duncan to prepare a new cli- 
tion of that work, which might coaiain a come | 
Ee 2 picte 
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plete tranflation of the lateft editions both of 
the London and Edinburgh Pharmacopeeias, 
with the addition of recent difcoveries in na- 
_ tural hiftory, chemiftry, and medicine. | 
That work is now very nearly printed off, 
- and will probably appear even prior to the 
publication of this volume. In this edition, 
many alterations and corrections are made in 
every part of the-work ; but particularly in 
the third part, which treats of pharmaceuti- 
cal preparations and medicinal compofitions. . 
For, befides a complete tranflation of thofe 
contained in the Pharmacopeeia Londinenfis 
1788, and the Pharmacopceia Edinburgenfis 
1783, which are the prefent ftandards, for the 
practice of the Britifh apothecaries, the edi- 
tor has added many formule at prefent held 
in efteem in other parts of Europe, extra¢ted 
from the beft foreign pharmacopeeias, parti- 
cularly from the Pharmacopceia Suecica, Rof- 
fica, Danica, Brunfvicenfis, and Genevenfis. 
To each article he has alfo fubjoined critical 
and praétical obfervations, illuftrative of its 
preparation and ufe. And we have reafon to 
believe, that his labours will neither be unac- 
ceptable nor ufelefs to the public. 
Mr 
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Mr Kier, 1 a gentleman well known to he | 
philofophical world, as having been the tranf- 
lator of Macquer’s Di€ionary into the Eng- 
lifh language, and as having enriched that 
work with many valuable notes, has, for a 
confiderable time paft, been engaged in a 
work of a fimilar nature. For as chemiftry 
has, within thefe few years, made a progrefs 
inconceivably rapid, a work which is to exhi- 
bit a view of it in its prefent improved {tate, 
can no longer be confidered as a tranflation of 
Macquer. The di&ionary of chemiftry, there- 
fore, will now aflume a very different form 
from what it did before. Tae greater part 
of it will now, we are informed, be Mr Kier’s 
own compofition, and will not, as formerly, be 
added under the form of notes, but interwoven 
with the text, the additions being ftill however 
diftinguifhed from the original of Macquer by 
marks prefixed. 7 
Ee 3 ; This 
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This work has been in the prefs at Bir- 
mincham for fome, time; and as the author 
intends to publith it in parts, there is reafon 
to hope, that the firft of thefe will make its 
appearance in a few months, 


We have taken an opportunity of mention. 
ing, in former volumes of thefe Commentaries, 
the intended’ publication of a very large work 
on the matcria medica, by Dr Cullen, and of 
another on the philofophy of natural hiftory by 
MrSmellie. Boththefe works have been in the 
prefs for a confiderable time paft, and are now | 
fo far advanced, that unlefs fome unforefeen 
accident retards #he publication, both of them 
may be expeéted to appear in a fhort time. 


The 
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The new edition of the Encyclopedia Bri- 
tannica, or Didionary of Arts, Sciences, and 
Mifcellaneous Literature, which we mention- 
ed in our laft volume, began to be publiflied 
_ at Edinburgh fome months ago. It is deliver- 
ed to fubfcribers either in numbers or in half 
volumes. ‘Three of thefe half volumes, each 
confifting of about four hundred pages, have 
already appeared. By thefe, this work is 
brought down from the article with which > 
they begin, A, the firft letter of the alpha- 
bet, to Afpicueta, or the Doétor of Navarre, 
of whom they give an account, in compliance 
with their engagement, of prefenting their read- 
ers with hiftories of the lives of the moft eminent 
perfons in every nation, from the earlieft ages 
down to the prefent time. Notwithftanding the 
high reputation which the laft edition of this 
work defervedly acquired, yet any one who 
compares it with the edition now publifhing, 
will foon be fatisfied of the many import- 
_ ant alterations and additions which have taken 
| Ee 4 place 
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place; and while it evidently appears, from 
what is already publithed, that the fize of this 
work is yery much augmented, we may with 
confidence affert, that its value is increafed in 
a much higher proportion ; and if, which there 


Sl every reafon to believe will be the cafe, © 


they continue to publifh the fucceeding parts 
of their work in an equally improved ftyle, it 

will form a truly valuable publication, and one 
highly meriting the countenance and encou- 
ragement of the public. 


The fyftem of anatomical plates, in which - 
Mr Andrew Bell of Edinburgh, engraver to 
his Royal Highnefs the ‘Prince of Wales, has 
been for a confiderable time engaged, has — 
made confiderable progrefs fince the publica- 
tion of our laft volume. But it has been fome- 
what retarded. by Mr Bell’s engagements with 
the Encyclopzdia Britannica, which is enriched. 
by a great number of new engravings, execut- 
ed by that ingenious artift. ee 
M. 
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M. de Neckar, boranift to the Elector Pa- 
latine, well known by his hiftory of moffes, 
and his Flora Belgica, has been long em- 
ployed about two botanical works; the one a 
philofophical fyftem of the fcience in general, 
according to the natural orders of plants; the 
other an account of the genera and fpecies of 
all the plants yet’ known. He is, we are in- 
formed, of opinion, that the number of fpecies 
have been improperly multiplied, and. will 
- fhow, that many new fpecies are only varie- 
ties. Both thefe works he expects to publith 
in 1789. 


There is an intention of publifhing at Ma- 
drid, a Flora Peruyiana. It will, we are told, 


. 
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be enriched with above forty new genera, and 
a great number of fpecies altogether unknown 

in Europe. But it is not expeéted that this 
publication will appear in lefs than two or 
three years, 


We are informed, that the fecond volume 
of Dr Simmons’s anatomy, the publication of 
which has been retarded by a variety of avo- . 
cations, is now in confiderable forwardnefs, 
atid will probably be foon put to the prefs. 


* + 


The following profpeétus of a new botani- 
cal work, intended to be publifhed at Viensa, 
appeared fome ago. 


Profpeétus 


‘ 
‘ 
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Profpectus operis botaniely cui titufus Jofe- 
phi Jacobi Plenk, Confil. Cef. Reg. Chirur- 
gie Dottoris; Chemix atque Botanices Prof. 
P.O. in Acad. Med. Chirurg. Jofephiana; 
nec non Direétoris Pharmac. Militar. atque 
Chirurgi Status Militaris Supremi. Icones 
fecundum fy- 
ftema Linnei digeftarum; com enumeratione | 
virium et ufus medici, chirurgici, et diztetici. 


1. Plante omnes reprefentabantur in charta 
magna Hollandica, magnitudine et colore na- 
turali, quod quidem adhibita forma magni ut 
vocant folii vix non ubique fieri poterit. 

2. ‘Fextus, in binis columnis, Latino et Ger. 
manico idiomate, exponet planea delineate 
nomen, claffem, ordinem, characterem generi- 
cum et fpecificum, patriam, partem officinalem, 
vires, ufum, et dofin maxime confuetatn. 

3. Editio ipfa ad ordinem fyftematis Linnie. 
ani inftituetur. Quovis anni quadrante pro- 
dibit fafciculus, xxv plantas, una cum textu 
complexus. Centum plant tomum efficient ; 
hinc adjungetur initio cujufvis centuriz titulus, 
cum indice plantarum, Ad finem operis, fe- 
quetur index univerfalis plantarum omnium. 


As 


| 
. 
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As this work cannot be executed but at a 
great.expence, the author propofes to 
publith it by fubfcription, and to throw off 
only the number of copies that fhall be fub- 
fcribed for. Subfcriptions are taken in at 
Vienna by Rudolph, Greffer and Co. ; at Lon- 
don by Benjamin White and Son; and at Pa- 
tis by the Widow Tilliard and Son, 


A new botanical work is foon to be publith- 
ed at Edinburgh, under the title of Flora 
Edinburgenfis, or a fyftematic arrangement 
and defcription of all the plants which grow 
' wild within fourteen miles round Edinburgh, 
thofe of the cryptogamia clafs excepted. To 
which will be added, complete catalogues of 
the plants found on each of the iflands in the 
Frith of Forth. By Malcolm M‘Coig, garden- 
er to the Royal Botanical Garden of Edin- 
burgh. | 

In 


4 
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In this work, at the beginning of every 
clafs, the feveral orders and genera will be 
enumerated, together with fhort characters 
ferving to diftinguifh one fpecies from ano- 
ther. Under each genus, the feveral fpecies, 
with their trivial names and fpecific differ- 
ences, will be comprehended. References 
will likewife be made to thofe authors who 
have given figures of the different fpecies. 
To every fpecies its Englifh name, duration, 
time of flowering, native foil, the particular 
places in which it is found, and a fhort Eng- 
lith defcription will be fubjoined. 

While the environ of Edinburgh abounds 
with fuch picturefque views, as claim the ad- 
_ miration of every man of tafte, fo it is alfo 
ftored with a greater variety of vegetables 
_ than are perhaps to be met with in any circle | 
of fimilar fize in any part of Europe: for 
the high hills, ftupendous rocks, numerous 
rivulets, and frefh water lakes, which are 
fituated clofe in its neighbourhood, afford a 
variety of foil and expofure hardly to be e- 
qualled in any other circle but a few miles 
diameter. Befides which, it is fituated within 

2 mile of a large branch of the fea, affording 
| not 


. 


its fhores, but crowded with iflands, differing 
as much from each other in foil and ftru@ure, 
as different parts of the neighbouring hore. 
It will therefore appear lefs wonderful, when 
we inform our readers, that in the circle of 
fourteen miles round Ediaburgh, to which Mr 
M‘Coig means to confine himfelf, he has 
found about eleven twelfths of alt the vege- 
tables hitherto difcovered in Britain ; and 
befides this, he has been enabled to add to 
the lift of indigenous Britith vegetables, fome, 
which are neither to be met with in the 
writings of Ray, Hudfon, Lightfoot, or With- 
ering. The number of plants collected on 
fo limited a compafs of ground, renders ic 
highly probable, that a frequent and mioute 
fearch into the various ftations of plants, 
might difcover many fpecies not yet known 
‘to be natives of the country. 
Mr MCoig propofes afterwards to add to 
this work a fecond volume, containing the 
Cryptogamia. But the firft volume, which 
contains all the other claffes of Linnzus, is 
now ready for the prefs, and will probably 
be publifhed in the Spring. 

A treatife 
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Dr Robert Walker, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of Ediaburgh, has been» 
for feveral years engaged in preparing for the — 
prefs, a work which he intends to publifh un- 
der the following title: * An Inquiry into the 
Small-Pox, Medical and Political; wherein 
a new method of treating the worft kinds of 
that difeafe is fubjeéted to the confideration 

of the public, in the way of obviating their 
moft dangerous fymptoms, both with refpeé& 
to infants and adults; by which the cure is 
rendered more certain than that of moft acute 
difeafes. Alfo, the caufe of pits explained, 
and an eafy method pointed out for their pre- 
vention. To which are added, Thoughts 
how far it is pratticable to exterminate the 
{mall-pox; or hints fuggefted for further re- 
ducing the mortality of that difeafe.” 


This work is particularly executed with a 
view to the reduction of the conftant annual 
| mortality 


- 

on 
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mortality afifing from that depopulating di- 


ftemper. And from the extenfive experience 


of the ingenious and judicious author, as well 
as from the great attention which he has be- — 
ftowed upon this fubje&, there is good ground 
for hoping, that due attention to his obferva- 
tions may be-produétive of the happieft con- 
fequences. This work is now ready to be 
put to the prefs, and will probably be pub- 
lifhed in a few months. | 


During the courfe of the year 1788, D1 
Thomas Spens, Dr John Drummond, Dr Pa- 
trick Baron Seton, and Dr William Spink, 
have been admitted fellows of the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians at Edinburgh. Dr Alex- 
ander Hamilton, and Dr Charles Congalton, 
have been admitted licentiates of the College. 

Mr James Farquharfon, and Mr James Ha- 


milton, have been admitted members of the 
Royal 


al 

+ 
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Royal College of Surgeons at Edinburgh, 
during the above period: 


2 


Dr Thomas Hope, fon to the late Dr John 
Hope, profeffor of botany in the Univerfity 
of Edinburgh, was appointed le@urer on che- - 
miftry in the Univerfity of Glafgow, on the | 
1oth of O&ober 1787; and Dr Robert Cleg- 
horn was appointed lecturer on materia medi- 
ca in the fame Univerfity, on the 1 oth of June 
1788. Both thefe offices were vacant by the 
death of the late Dr William Irvine. 


On the 18th of Auguft 1788, letters patent 
paffed the great feal of Ireland, appointing Dr 
Robert Emmet and Dr Stephen Dickfon, and 
the furvivor of them, to the office and place 

Vou. I. Dec. F f oof 


a 
5 


of -his Majelty’s phyfician to the ftate of the 3 
kingdom of Ireland. 


On the 6th of March, died at Paris, Dr 
Hiyacinthus Theodorus Baron, phyfician to 
the armies of the King of France, and to the 
Hotel Dieu, aad fenior Dean of the Faculty — 
of Medicine at Paris, He was the author of 


_ feveral ufeful and ingenious publications. 


On the 14th of April, died at Paris George 
le Clerc, Count de Buffon, Intendant of the 
Kings Gardens and Cabinets of Natural Hi- 
ftory. Mr Buffon’s abilities in the line of na- 
tural hiftory, have long been known to the | 
world, and will tranfmit his fame to pofterity. 
He was a member of the moft diftinguifhed. 
fearned focieties in Europe ; particularly thofe 
of Paris, London, Edinburgh, Berlin, Peterf- 
burgh, Bologna, Florence, &c. 
On the sth of May, died at Stockholm Dr 
Caften Ronnow, in the 87th ease of his age. 
He 


4 
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He was member of feveral learned focieties, 


aad celebrated for fome obfervations on the 
cataract. 
On the 23d of May, Dr Maximilian Stolle, 
Clinical Profeffor at Vienna, died there in 
the 4sth year of his age. From his different 
medical publications, he had acquired great 


reputation ; and his death is univerfally la- — 


“mented by the friends of medical fcience. 

About the middle of June, died at Han- 
‘over, Dr John Frederick Clofs, author of 
feveral ufeful treatifes, particularly oa Go- 
norrhoea, and on the ufe of the Peruvian bark 
in {mall-pox. | 


In our laft volume we gave the general 
refult of obfervations made abour a mile 
from the city of Edinburgh, en the ilae 
of the thermometer aad barometer, and of 
the quantity of rain which had fallen curiag 
the firft fix months of the year 17°27. We 

RE 2 


> 
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fhall now prefent our readers with a fimilas 
account of the laft fix months of 1787, and 
of the firft fix months of 1788. : 


. Months. 


Thermometer. 


High. 
30.18 
30.22 
39-37 
30.07 
30.23 


Barometer. 


Low. 
29-32. 
29.27 
28.37 
28.8 
28.72 
29.02 


| Med. 
29.61 
2967 

29.81 
29°57 
29.66 
29°59 


Raia. 


4°79 
2.03 
0.60 
2.17 
8.42 


In the courfe of the year 1787, accord- 
ing to the account of a gentleman whofe ob- 


fervations are very accurate, there have been 
at Edinburgh, 


Of Clear.days i 57 


Cloudy 
Rain 


Snow 
Sleet and Hail 13 


34 


- 


6 


High. |Low.| Med. 
July | 77 | 46| 62.1 
Aug. | 74] 461 63.7 
Sept. | 72 | 34] 60.9 
O&. | 62 | 32] 56.3 
Nov. | 53 | 20] 46 
«Dec. | 54117137 
| 
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State of the Thermometer, Barometer, and 
| Rain, in 1788. 


Months. 


an. 

eb. 
Mar. 
April 
May 
june 


Med. 


§2-3 


38.9 
34-5. 
39-1 
48.5 


| 55-6 


Barometer. 


High. 
30.44 
30.17 
30.07 
30-4 
30.41 
30.32 


Low. 
28.65 
28.95 
29-3 
28.8 
29.62 


29.86 
29.48 
29.56 
29-71 
30.06 
29°75 


Rain 


1.03 
1.98 
1.82 
1.92 
0.86 


2-13 


A very ingenious correfpondent, Mr John 
M‘Nab, furgeon at Fort-Albany, in Hudfon’s 
Bay, who has been employed by the direc- 
tions of the Royal Society, in making many 
experiments upon cold, the refult of which 
has been publifhed in the Philofohical Tranf- 
actions, has favoured us with the following 
obfervations made on the height of the Ther- 
mometer there, during the year 1787. Fort- 
Albany 1s fituated in Latitude 52°, 14 ,26,N., 
and in Longitude 81, 51, W. 


JANUARY. 


igh.{Lo 
50 |'25 
47 | 20 
52417 
63 | 32 
76 | 35 
78 | 43 
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Morning Higheft 


Afternoon Highett 


Lowctt 
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Mecium 


Loweft 


Medium 
Hicheft during the Month 
Loweft 


Mean keight + 


Morning Higheft 


3 welt 


Lowett 


Mediem 
fA.fternoon Higheit 


L:wcft 


Medium 
during the Month 


height 


Morning 


Afteanoon 113, 


May. 


Lewele 


Lowcit 


Medium 
Hicheft the Menth 


height - 


heft 


Janaury. 


Marcnr. 


— 7 
A113 
—13 
— 3.5 
+13 
—24 


13 
39-5 
24 
40.3 


D 


ec. IL. 


Fesrvary. 
| Morning Higheft +23 
Lowet - —29 
Medium - — Lg 
Afterncon Higheft «- 28° 
lowet - —I5.5 
Medium 5.5 
|Higheft during the +28 
Lowett - —29 
Meanheight - - +4 
APRIL. 
Morning Highet $37 
Lowet —2 
Mediwm 14.5 
Afternoon Higheft 
- +15 
Medium +27 
Viiehe® during the Month 44 
Lowett - - 
Mean height - - +-20.7 
JUNE. 
Morning Higheft - +56 
Lowel - 34 
Medium - 
Afternoon Lighett 
Lowelt - 40 
Medium - 54 
during the és 
I ouctt - 34 
Leight - - 


JeLys 


| 
- 
| 
- 
{ 
| 
| 
4 4 +49 
- — 3.5 
| 
- 
| 
- 
- 
: | 


1788, COMMENTARIES. . 455 


Jury. Avcusr. 

Morning Higheft - 970 | Morning Higheft - +78 
 Loweft - Loweft - 40.5 

$2. Mediums - 54 

Afternoon Higheft 84, |Aftermoon Higheft - 83 

Loweft - £0.5 Loweft - 45 

Medium 62 Medium - 63 

Higheft during the Month 84 |Higheft during the Month 83 
Loweft - 40.5|Loweft - - 40 
Mean height - 57 |Meanheight - - 585 


SEPTEMBER. OcTOBER. 


Morning Higheft - 5° | Morning Higheft - 48 
Loweft ts - 
Medium 33°58 Mediums = 30.5 
Afternoon Higheft - 58 {Afternoon Higheft - 55 
Loweft - 18 Loweft o- 8 
Medium - 38 Medium - 35 
during s8 |Higheft during the Month = 55 
12 jLoweft - - - 12 
height 36 \Mean height - - 325 
NovEMBER. DECEMBER. 
Morning Higheft - +39 | Morning Highcft - $26 
Loweft - 15 Lowelt - -—17 
Mediums 27.9 Medium - 2 
Afternoon Higheft - 37 Highet - 
Loweft - 20 Loweft - 
Medium = 28.3 Medium - + 7 


Higheit during the Month 39. |Higheft during the Month 2 
Loweft eft ™ 


Mean height - - a8 |Mean height - - 
Ff 4 SECT. 


| feffor of Phyiic, Anatomy, and Surgery, in 
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SECT. IV. 


"W*Ransactions of the Royal Society of 
| Edinburgh. Vol. 1. 4to, Edinburgh. 
A defcription of all the burfe mucotz of | 
the human body, their ftructure explained and 
compared with that of the capfular. ligaments 
of the joints, and of thofe facs which line the | 
cavities of the thorax and abdomen ; with 
remarks on the accidents and difeafes which 
affe&t thefe feveral facs, and on the opera- 
tions neceflary for their cure. Illuftrated with 
tables. By Alexander Monro, M. D. Pro- 


the 


& ‘ 

| Lift of New Books. 

| 
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the Univerfity of Edinburgh, and Fellow of _ 
the Royal Academy of Surgery at — 
Folio, Edinburgh. | 
A fyftem of furgery. By Benjamin Bell, 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
Ireland and of Edinburgh, one of the Sur- . 
geons to the Royal Infirmary, and Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Illuftrated 
with copperplates. Vol. 6. 8vo, Edinburgh, 
Principles of anatomy and phyfiology. By 
John Aitken, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons ; Member of the Royal, 
Medical, Phyfical, and Antiquarian Societies ; 
one of the Surgeons of the Royal Infirmary ; 
Lefturer on Anatomy, Surgery, and Mid- 
wifery ; and Honorary Refident of the Chi- 
rurgo-Obftetrical Society of Edinburgh. For - 
the ufe of ftudents. 2 vols. 8vo, Edinburgh. 
Confpeétus medicine theoretice in ufum 
academicum. Auécture.Jacobo Gregory, M.D. 
Med. Theoret. in Acad. Edin. Prof.; Reg. 
Soc. Edin. et Col. Reg. Med. Edin. Soc. ; 
Societat. Reg. Med. Edin. Soc. Honor. ; 
Reg. Matrit. Acad. Med. Soc. &c. Editio 
tertia, prioribus auctior es emendatior. 2 vols. 
8vo, Edinburgh. 
| Heads 


> 
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Heads of le&ures on the theory and prac. 
tice of medicine. By Andrew Duncan, M. D, 
F. R. and A. S. Ed.; Phyfician to his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales for Scotland ; 
Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
Edinburgh, and of the Royal Societies of 
Medicine of Paris, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, 
&c. The fourth edition, corre&ted and en- 
larged. 8vo, Edinburgh. 

The Edinburgh new difpenfatory ; con- 
taining, 1. Elements of pharmaceutical che- 
miftry. 2. The materia medica, or an ac- 


count of the natural hiftory, qualities, opera- 


tions, and ufes of the different fubftances em- 
ployed in medicine. 3. Pharmaceutical pre- 
parations and medicinal compofitions of the 
new editions of the London and Edinburgh 
pharmacopeeias. With explanatory, critical, 
and practical obfervations on each; together 
with the addition of thofe formulz from the 
beft foreign pharmacopceias which are held 
in the higheft efteem’in other parts of Eu- 


rope. The whole interfperfed with practical 


cautions and obfervations, and enriched by 


the lateft difcoveries in natural hiftory, che- 


miftry, and medicine; with new tables of e- 


lective. 


| 
| 
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“leftive attractions, of antimony, of mercury, 
&e.; and fix copperplates of the moft conve- 
-pient furnaces and principal pharmaceutical 
inftruments, being an improvement upon the 
New Difpenfatory of Dr Lewis. The fe- 
cond edition, with many alterations, cor- ° 
reGtions, and additions. 8vo, Edinburgh. | 
Encyclopedia Britannica; or a diftionary 
of arts, fciences, and mifcellaneous literature, 
on a plan entirely new; by which the differ- 
ent fciences and arts are digefted into the 
form of diftin& treatifes or fyftems, compre- 
hending the hiftory, theory, and praétice of 
each, according to: the lateft difcoveries and 
improvements ; and full explanations given of 
various detached parts of knowledge, whe- 
ther relating to natural and artificial objeds, 
or to matters ecclefiaftical, civil, military, 
commercial, &c. Including elucidations of 
the moft important topics relative to religion, 
morals, manners, and the ceconomy of life. 
Together with a defcription of all the coun- 
tries, cities, principal mountains, feas, rivers, 
&c. thréughout the world ; a general hiftory, 
ancient and modern, of the different empires, | 
kingdoms, and ftztes ; and an account of the 
lives 


4 
» 
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lives of the moft eminent perfons in every 
nation, from the earlieft ages down to the 
prefenttimes. The third edition. Vel. 1.& 2, 
4to, Edinburgh. 

A colleétion of engravings, tending to il- 
lnftrate the generation and parturition of ani- 
mals, and of the human fpecies. By Tho- — 
"mas Denman, M. D. Licentiate in Midwifery 
of the College of Phyficians. 4to, London. 

Principia Botanica: or a concife and eafy 
introduation to the fexual botany of Linnzus: 
with the genera, their mode of growth, (as 
tree, fhrub, or herb); the number of fpecies 
to each genus; where principally native, and 
the number indigenous to the Britith ifles ; 
arranged in columns under each clafs and or- 
der; and digefted alphabetically under feveral 
generical diftinétions ; by which means moft 
plants may be thus farafcertained. Together 
with three indexes ; 1/?, of the Linnzan ge- 
nera accented, with the Britifh names; 2d, of 
fuch trivial names as were the genera of old 
authors; :d, of the Britifh names with the 
Linnzan genera: to which are added many 
of the fpecific names. Alfo, a table of fe- 

yeral 
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veral vegetable drugs not. in the indexes. 
8vo, Newark. 

Effays on the hepatic and | fpafmodic af. 
feftions in India, founded on obfervations 
made whilft on fervice with his Majefty’s 
troops in different parts of that country. By 
Thomas Girdleftone, M.D. 8vo, London. 

Specimen artis obfteftricarie ; being a fyl- — 
Jabus, or general heads of a courfe of leétures, 
on the theory and prattice of midwifery, and 
difeafes incident to women and children. By 
John Leake, M. D. Member of the Royal 
College of Phyficians, and Phyfician to the 
Weftminfter Hofpital. 8vo, Lon- 
don. 

The prognoftics and prophetics of Hippo- 
erates, tranflated from the original Greek, 
with large annotations critical and explana- 
tory : to which is prefixed a fhort account of 
the life of Hippocrates. By John Moffat, 
M.D. 8vo, London. 

Concife obfervations on the nature of com- 
mon food, fo far as it tends to promote or in- 
jure the health; with remarks on water, 
bread, meat, cheefe, butter, milk, wine, punch, 

beer, 


- 
v 
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-* beer, coffee, tea, fagar. By a Geatleman of 
the Faculty, 8vo, London. . 
The cafe of & boy who had been miftaken 
for a girl; with threé anatomical views of the 
' parts, before and after the operation and 
cute. By Thomas Brand, 4to, 
London. Sig. | 
A treatife on clementaty air. By Hamilton 
Kelfo,,M. D. 8vo, London. j 
A fynopfis of a courfe of letures on ana- 
tomy and phyfiology. By Bufic Harwood, 
M. B. F. R. S. Profeffor of Anatomy in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge. 8yvo, London. 
Narrative of the efficacy of the Bath wa- 
ters in various kinds of diforders admitted in- | 
to the Bath hofpital, from the end of 1775 to 
the end of 1785 ; with particular relations of 
fifty-two of their cafes. Publifhed by order 
of the committee, ‘at the expence, and for the 
benefit. ef the hofpital. 8vo, Bath. 
Obfervations on medical electricity ; con- 
taining a fynopfis of all the difeafes in which 
ele&tricity has been recommended, or applied 
with fuccefs ; likewife pointing out a new and 
more ¢fficacious method of applying this re- 
medy 


‘ 
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by cleétrical vibrations. By Francis 
Lowndes. 8vo, London. 

Cheniical Effays. By Richard Watfon, 
D, D. F. R. S. Lord Bithop of Landaff, and 
Regius Profeffor of Divinity in the Univer- 
fity of Cambridge. Vol. 5. 8vo, London. 

Obfervationsonthe Spécimen alterum Phar- 
macopotix Londinenfis, 1787 ; pointing out its 
fhany ftriking defects, and thewing the necef- 
fity for fill farther corrétions, in order to af- 
fift in conftituting a work fo greatly wanted, 
in as perfect a ftate as the difficulty of the un- 

dertaking will permit, and the magnitude of 
the fubje& requires: interfperfed with a va- 
riety of formulz from that publication, and 
other new ones introduced. In a letter ad- | 
dreffed to the committee fele&ed out of the 
members of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
to reform the old Pharmacopceia, a proof of 
_ ‘which reformation is prefented in the sce 
men. 8vo, London. 

Principles of Surgery. Part the firft. 
By John Pearfon, Surgeon to the Lock Hof- 
pital, and to the public Difpenfary. 8vo, 
London. | 

The 
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The new Pharmacopeeia of the Royal-Col- 


lege of Phyficians of London. Tranflated into 


Englifh, with notes, indexes of new names, 
preparations, &c. By Thomas Healde, M. D: 
R. S. Lumleian leéturer at the College 
of. Phyficians, and Senior Phyfician of the 
_ London Hofpital. 8vo, London. 
The Hiftory of Fungufes growing about 
Halifax: with forty-four, copperplates, on 


_ which are engraved fifty-one fpecies of 
_ Agarics ; wherein their varieties, and various 


appearances in the different ftages of growth 
are faithfully exhibited in more than two 


“ hundred figures, copied with great care from 


the plants when newly gathered and in a 
ftate of perfection. With a particular de- 
{cription of each fpecies, in all its ftages, from 
the firft appearance to the utter decay of the 
plant ; with the time when they were gather- 
ed, the foil and fituation in which they grew, 
their duration, and the particular places men- 
tioned where all the new or rare fpecies were 
found: The whole being a plain recital of 


faéts, the refult of more than twenty years 
obfervation. By James Bolton, member of 


the 
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the Natural Hiftory Society of — | 


.. Vol. 1. 4t0, London. 


Ai treatife on tropical difeafes, and on the 
climate of the Weft Indies. In. which are in. 
cluded, the treatment and cure of the ftings 
of ftorpions, and of the ftings and bites of 
other poifonons infeé&s ; of the bites of dead- 
ly venemous ferpents; of the bites of mad 
dogs; of the dyfentery, of the yellow fever, 
of the tetanus or locked jaw; of cancers; of 
_ the belly-ach, to which painters, printers, &c. 
are fubjeét; of haemorhages from the lungs ; 
of the afthma, of catarrhal coughs, of the 
hooping cough, &c. By Benjamin Mofcly, 

M.D. member of the College of Phyficians. 
8vo, London. 

The works of the late William Stark, M. D. : 
confifting of Clinical and Anatomical obfer- 
vations, with experiments Dietetical and Sta- 
tical. Revifed and publifhed from his origi- | 
nal MS. By James Carmichael Smyth, M.D. 
_ F.R.S. Phyfician extraordinary to his Ma- 
jefty. 4to, London. 

_ Obfervations on the inefficacious ule of irons 

in cafes of luxations and diftortions of the ancle-. 
joints of children born with diftorted and crook- 
Vox. If. Dec. Il. Gg 
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ed feet, a much more agreeable and effeftuak 
method of: treatment being purfued. Tlluf. 
{trated with extraordinary cures, and addref- 
fed to the public. By William Jackfon, 
member of the Univerfity of Oxford, of the 
Corporation of Surgeons of London, late 
Surgeon in the Army, and now a Praétitioner 
at Iington. 8vo, London. | 

A candid review of Jeffe Foot’s obferva- 
tions on the new opinions of John Hunter, 
in his late treatife on the venereal difeafe, 
ending with the fubje& of Gonorrhea. By 
John Peake, Surgeon. 8vo, London. 

Chemical obfervations on fugar. By Ed- 
ward Rigby. 8vo, London. 

Praétical obfervations on herniz.. Iiluf- 
trated with cafes. By B. Wilmer, — 
in Coventry. 8vo, London. | 

Method of chemical nomenclature Sowell | 
by Meffieurs de Morveau, Lavoifier, Ber- 
tholet, and de Foureroy. To which is added 
a new fyftem of chemical charaéters, adapted 
to the nomenclature, by Mefirs Haffenfratz and 
Adet. Tranflated from the French, andthe new 
chemical names adapted to the genius of the 
Englith 


é 
a 


1788. COMMENTARIES. 467 


Englifh language, with the approbation, and 
under the immediate infpeftion, of M. de 
Fourcroy. By James St John, M.D. 8vo, 

A differtation on the properties of pus, 
which gained the prize-medal given by the | 
Lyceum Medicum Londinenfe for the year — 
1788; and which was ordered to be printed 
for the ufe of the Society. By Everard 
Home, F. R. S. and one of the Prefidents 
of the Lyceum Medicum. 4to, London. 

_Obfervations on the difeafes of the army in 
Jamaica, and on the beft means of preferving 
the health of Europeans in that climate. By 
John Hunter, M. D. F.R.S. and Phyfician 
tothe Army. 8vo, London. 

Experiments and obfervations on animal 
heat, and the combuftion of inflammable 
bodies; being an attempt to refolve thefe 
phenomena into a general law of nature. 
By A. Crawford, M. D. F.R.S. L. and E. 
and member of the Philofophical Societies 
of Dublin and Philadelphia. ‘The fecond 
edition, with very large annotations. 8vo, 
London. | 
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The; generation of animal heat inveftigated ; 
with. an introduétion, in which is an attempt 
to point’ out and afcertain the elementary 
_ principles and fundamental laws of nature, 
and apply them to the explanation of fome of 
the moft interefting operations, and ftriking: 
appearances in chemiftry. By. E. Peart, 
M.D. 8vo, Gainfborough. 

An enquiry into the nature, caufes, and 


' cure of the confumption of the lungs; with 


fome obfervations on a late publication on the 
fame fubje&t. By Michael Ryan, M. D. and 
Member of the Royal Antiquarian Society of 
Edinburgh. 8vo, Dublin. 

An effay on the treatment of confumptions; 
in which the caufes and fymptoms are con- 
fidered, and a new mode of treatment pro- 
pofed. By R. Charles, Surgeon at Win- 
chefter. 8vo, London. 

An effay on the malignant fore 
throat; containing reflections on its caufes 
and fatal. effects in 1787; with a remarkable 
cafe, accompanied with large purple fpots all 
over the body, a mortification of the leg, &c. 
&c. By William Rowly, M. D. Member of 
the Univerfity of Oxford, and of the Royal 
College 


a 
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College of Phyficians in London, &c. &c. 
To which are added, Animadverfions on the — 
prefent defedts in treating the diforder, im- 
proved and fuccefsful methods of cure, and 
am account of a new fpecies of temporary 
madnefs, &c. 8vo, London. 
Elements of medical jurifprudence. 8vo, 
Surgical traéts ; containing a treatife upon 
ulcers of the legs, in which, former methods 
of treatment are candidly examined and com- 
pared with one more rational and fafe, effeéct- 
ed without reft or confinement; together 
with hints on a fuccefsful method of treating 
fome fcrophulous tumours, and the mammary 
—abfcefs and fore nipples of lying-ian women. 
The fecond edition, revifed, enlarged, and 
defended. To which are now added, obfer-_ 
vations on the more common diforders of the 
eye, and on gangrene. By Michael Under 
wood, M. D. 8vo, London. , 
Cafes of the Hydrocele, with obfervations 
on a particular method of treating that dif- — 
eafe. To which is fubjoined, a fingular cafe 
of hernia vefice urinarix, complicated with 
hydrocele ; and two cafes of hernia incarcera- 
G g 3 ta. 
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ta. By F. Keate, Surgeon Extraordinary to 
her Majefty, and Surgeon to their Royal 
Highneffes the Prince of Wales and Duke of 


York. 8vo, London. 


An effay on the bite of a mad dog; with 


 obfervations on John Hunter’s treatment of 
the cafe of Mr,R.; and. alfo a recital of the 


fuccefsful treatment of two cafes. By Jeffe 
Foot, Surgeon. 8vo, London. — 
A few remarks on the treatment and cure 
of venereal and fcorbutic diforders, fubmit- 
ting a new medicine to the confideration and 
experience of the public. To which are ad-. 
ded, feveral fele& cafes to prove the efficacy — 
of the remedy here recommended. By J. 
Donovan, Surgeon. 8vo, London. | 
Curfory remarks on the new pharmacopeeia. 
By Liquor Volatilis Cornu Cervi. 8vo, Lon- 
don. | 
An cffay on crookednefs or diftortions of 
the fpine in children; fhowing the infufficiency 
of a variety of modes made ufe of for relief 
in thefe cafes; and propofing methods, eafy, 
fafe, and more effectual for the completion of 
their cure. With fome hints for the preven- 
tion of thefe affections, and their difagreeable, 
painful, 
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painful, and dangerous confequences.  Illu- 
{trated with feveral copper-plates taken from 
diftorted fubjeé&s. By Philip Jones. . 8yo, 
A*treatife on medical and pharmaceutical 
chemiftry and the materia medica. To which 
is added, an Englith tranflation of a new edi- 
tion of the pharmacopeceia of the Royal Col-. 
lege of Phyficians of London of 1788. By 
Donald Monro, M. D. Phyfician to the Ar- 
my, and formerly to St George’s Hofpiral, — 
_ Hyde-Park Corner, Fellow of the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians, and of the Royal Socicties 
of London and Edinburgh. 8vo, London. 

The connexion of life with refpiration ; or 
am experimental inquiry into the effets of 

fubmerfion and ftrangulation, and feveral 
kinds of noxious. airs, on living animals. 
With an account of the nature of the difeafe 
they produce, its diftinétions from death it- 
‘felf, and the moft effe€tual means of cure. 
By Edmund Goodwyn, M. D. 8vo, Lon- 
don. 

The duties of a regimental furgeon con- 
fidered; with obfervations on his general 
qualifications, and hints relative to a more re- 

fpectable 
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fpeftable pradtice, and better regulation of 
that department ; wherein are interfperfed 
many medical anecdotes, and fubjetts difcaf- 
fed, equally interefting to every practitioner, 
' By Robert Hamilton, M. D. of the Royal 
College of Phyficians, London, and Member 
of the Royal, Medical, and Phyfical Societies 
of Edinburgh, and of the Medical Society of 
London. 2 vols. 8vo, London. 
Thirty-eight plates, with explanations, in- 
tended to illuftrate Linnzeus’s fyftem of vege- 
tables, and particularly adapted to the letters 
on elements of botany. By Thomas Martyn, 
B. D. F.R.S. Profeffor of Botany in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge. 8vo, London. 
Elements of natural hiftory and chemiftry, 
being the fecond edition of the elementary 
le€tures on thofe fciences, firft publifhed in 
19782, and now greatly enlarged and improv- 
ed by the author, M. de Fourcroy, Doétor of 
the Faculty of Medicine at Paris, of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, &c. ‘Tranflated 
into Englith, with occafional notes, and an 
hiftorical preface, by the Tranflator. 4 vols, 


vo, London. 


Experiments 
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Experiments and obfervations, to invelti- 
gate, by chemical analyiis, the medical proper- 
_ ties of the mineral fprings of Spa and Aix-la- 
Chapelle in Germany, and of the waters of 
Bone, near St Amand in French Flanders. By 
John Afh, M. D. Fellow of the Royal College 
of Phyficians, of the Royal Society, and of 
the Society of Antiquaries. 8vo, London. 
The gentleman’s ftable directory, or mo- 

dern fyftem of farriery, comprehending the 
prefent entire improved mode of practice, and 
‘containing all the moft valuable prefcriptions 
and approved remedies. By William Taplin, 
Surgeon. 8vo, London. 

The gentleman’s experienced farrier, con- 
taining the methods of diet, exercife, bleed- 
ing, purging, &c. of horfes; the anatomical 
parts defcribed ; the diforders incident to hor- 
fes, and their refpective cures. By William 
Forrefter, farrier. 8vo, London. 

Elements of medicine, tranflated from the 
elementa medicinz Brunonis, with large notes, 
illuftrations, and comments. By John Brown, 
M. D. author of the original work. 2 vols. 
‘Svo, London. 

Clarke’s 
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Clarke’s effay on the epidemic difeafes of 
lying-in wonten, of the years 1787, 1788. 
gto, London. 

_ Black’s comparative view of the mortality 
of the human fpecies at all ages. 8vo, Lon- 
don. 

Bell’s thoughts on cancers. 8¥0, London. 

Denman’s tabulz exhibentes ruptu- 
ram et inverfionem uteri. 4to, London. 

Neale on nervous complaints.. 8vo, Lon- 
don. 

Kite’s eflay on the recovery of the appa- 
rently dead. 8vo, London. 

Carter’s account of medical fy{tems. 

Medical reform. A plan for forming a me- 
dical court of judicature. 8vo, London. 

Obfervations on the Brunonian fyftem of 
phyfic. By Dr Moflman. 8vo0, London. 

Swan’s Sydenham; with annotations by 
Dr G. Wallis. 2 vols. 8vo, London. 

A traé on elaftic girdles, to prevent and 
alleviate ruptures. 8vo, London. 

Henry on the Hydrocele. 8vo, London. 

Philofophical tranfaétions of the Royal So- 
ciety of London. Yol. 78. 4to, London, 

Methode 
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Methede de nomenclature chimique, pro- 
pofée, par M. M. de Morveau, Lavoifier, Ber- 
tholet, et de Fourcroy. On y joint un nou- 
veau fyfteme de caraéteres chimiques, adapté 
a cette nomenclature. Par M, M, Haffen- 
fratz et Adet. 8vo, Paris. 

La vie de l’homme refpedtée et defendue 
dans fes derniers momens ; ou inflrudtions fur 
le foin' qu’on doit aux morts, et 4 ceux qui — 
paroiffent l’etre ; fur les funerailles, et les fe- 
 pultures. Par M. Thiery, Medecin Confult- 

ant du Roi, &c. 8vo, Paris. 

Analyfe des eaux thermales de Vinay, avec 
des obfervations fur les infeétes microfcopiques 
qui y font contenus, ainfi que dans leur mouffe, 
Par M. Fontana, Maitre en Pharmacie, 
Membre de |’Academie Royale des Sciences 
de Turin, et Sous-Secretaire perpesuel de la 
Societé d’Agriculture. 8vo, Turin. 

Confultation medico-legale fur une accufa- 
tion d’infanticide. Par M. Chauflier. 4to, 
Dijon. | 

Eloge hiftorique de Michel Philippe Bou- 
vart, Chevalier de l’ordre de Saint Michel, 
Doéteur Regent de la Faculté de Medecine 
en l’Univerfité de Paris, de l’ Academie Royale 

des 
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“des Sciences, ancien Profeffeur de Medecine 


au College Royal de France, &c. Par M. 

Guenet, Doéteur Regent de la Faculté de 

Medecine de Paris, &c. 8vo, Paris. by 
Avis aux habitans des Colonies, particuliere- 


a ceux de PIfle S. Domingue, fur les 


principales caufes des maladies qu’on y eprouve 
le plus communement, et fur les moyens de les 


prevenir. Par J. F. Lafofle, Do&eurenMe- 


decine de PUniverfité de Montpellier, Corre- 
fpondant de la Societ€ Royale de Medecine. 


Paris. 


; Differtation et obfervations fur la gangrene 
des hopitaux, avec les moyens de la prevenir 
et de la combattre. Par André Duffaufoy, © 
Chirurgien en Chef du Grand Hotel-Dieu de 
Lyon. 8vo, Geneve. 

Traité des bandages herniaires, dane lequel 
on trouve, independamment des bandages or- 
dinaires, des machines propres 4 remedier aux 
chutes de la matrice et du reftum, a fervir de 
recipient dans le cas d’anus artificiel, d’incon- 
tinence d’urine, &c. Par M. Juville, Chirur- 
gien Herniaite. 8vo, Paris. 

Idées fur les fecours a donner aux pauvres 
malades dans une grande ville. 8vo, Paris. 

Traite 


‘ 
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~Traité analytique et pratique des eaux ther- 
males d’Ax et d’Uffat dans le Comté de Foix ; 
avec la defcription des bains, des douches, des 
fontaines, et la meilleure maniere de les em- 
ployer daas les differentes maladies. Par M.- 
Pilhes, Med. Intendant de ces 8yo, 
Paris. 

Supplement 4 l’effai fur les eaux 
de Bourbon P Archambault en Bourbonnois. 
Par M. Faye, Medecin Intendant des dites 
eaux, ¢t Pealionné de fa Majee. 12mo, 
Paris, 

Obfervations far les effets des vapeurs me- 
phitiques dans l’homme, fur les noyés, fur les 
enfans qui paroiffent morts en naiffant, et fur 
la rage ; avec un precis du traitement le mieux 
eprouvé en pareil cas. Sixiéme edition. A _ 
Jaquelle on a joint des obfervations fur les ef- 
fets de plufieurs poifons dans le corps de — 
homme, et le moyens d’en empecher les fuites 
funeftes. Par M. Portal, Medecin Confult- 
ant de Monfieur Leéteur et Profefleur de Me- 
decine au College Royal de France; Pro- 
feffeur adjoint d’Anatomie et de Chirurgie au 
Jardin du Roi; des Academies des Sciences | 
de Paris, de Boulogne, &c. 8vo, Paris. 

Memoires 
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--Memoires fur la neceffité et les moyens 
d’eloiguer du-milieu de Paris les tueries des 
beftiaux et les fonderies des fuifs. 4to, Paris. 
Differtation fur le Café, et fur les moyens 
propres 4 prevenir les effets qui refultent de 
fa preparation coimmunement vicieufe, et 4 en 
rendre la boiffon plus agreable et plus falutaire, 
avec une gravine en taille douce. Par M. 
Gentil, Dogteur Regent et ancien Profeffeur 
de la Faculté de Medecine en l’Univerfité de 
Paris ; Ancien Medecin des Camps et Armées_ 
de S. M. le Roi de France. 8vo, Paris. 
Explication du fyfteme botanique du Che- 
valier von Linné, pour fervir d’introduétion 4 
etude de la botanique. Par M. Gouan, 
Confeiller Medecin du Roi, Profeffeur Royal 
de Medecine au Ludovicée de Montpellier, 
&c. 8vo, Montpellier. | 
Analyfe des eaux minerales de che. 
niére, dites de Laval. Par M. de Marfonnat, 
Curé de la Paroiffe de Taflin et de Charbon- 
nigre en Lyonnois. 8vo, Lyon. 
Precis du fucces des eaux minerales de — 
Charbonniére dans le Laval. Par M. de 


Defcription 
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Defcription des bains de Geifmar, en Heffe. 
Par un Amide ’Humanité. Berlin. 

Avis au peuple Francois fur. Ja fanté, ow 
precis de medecine pratique, propres aux 
differens lieux, temps, circonftances, et au 
temperament de la nation. Par M. de La- 
vaud, ancien Chirurgien-Major, dans les 
Armées Navales. 8vo, Paris. 

Traité de l’infertion de la petite verole, ou 
de inoculation, reduite d’apres un grand 
nombre d’obfervations 4 l’etat de fimplicité 
qu’elle exige pour etre infalliblement falutaire. 
Par M. Tudefq, fils, Doéteur en Medecine de 
’Univerfité de Montpellier, &c. Mont- 
‘pellier. 

Extrait des. regiftres de Academie Royale 
des Sciences du 12 Mars, 1788. Troifiéme 
_ rapport de commiffaires chargés par I’ Acade- 
mie de projets, relatifs 4 letabliflement des 
quatres hopitaux. Imprimé par entre du 
Roi. 4to, Paris. 

Recueil d’obfervations, ou memoire fur 
lepidemie qui a regné en 1784 et 1785, 
dans la fubdelegations de la Chataigneraye en» 
-Bas-Poitou ; extrattes de la correfpondance de 
M. Pallu, Confeiller du Roi, Doyen, Doéteur 

Regent 
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Regent de la Faculté de Medecine en PUni- 
verfye. de Poitiers, &c. Onvrage.qui a rem. 
posté, um des premiers prix.de la Societé Roy- 
ale le 29 Aodt 1785. Publie par ordre du 
Gouvernement, et aux frais du Roi. Par M. 
J. G. Gallot, Doéteur en Medecine de l’Uni- 
verfité de Montpellier, Confeiller Medecin Os- 


dinaire du Roi. Poitiers. 


Effai fur la hiftoire naturelle de la groffeffe 


et de l’accouchement. Par M. Alphonfe le 


Roy, Doéteur Regent, Profeffeur de Mede- 
cine, des Accouchemens, et ancien Profeffeur 
de Chirurgie des Ecoles de la Faculté de Me- 


décine de Paris. 8vo, Paris. 


_Effai analytique fur pur, et les differentes 
efpeces d’air. Par M. de la Metherie, Doc- 
teur en Medecine et Membre des Academies 
de Dijon et de Mayence. 2 tomes, 8yo, 
Paris. | 
Obfervations generales fur les hopitaux, fui- 
vies d’un projet d’hopital. Par M. Iberti, 
Doéteuren Medecine. Avec des plans detaillés, 
redigés et defines par M. Delannoy, Ar- 
chiteéte et ancien Penfionaire de Roi.a Rome. 

8vo0, Londres, 
Delle 
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_ Delle Febbri che ‘fi dicono putride, difcorfo 

di Guifeppe Pratolongo feguito da due differ- 
tazioni fulle febbri che furono epidemiche nel- 
la citta e territoria di Genova, l’anno 1741s 
1742, € 1743. 8vo, Genova. . - 

Ricerche fulla materia zuccarino delle fo- 
ftanze vegetabili ed animali del S. Dott. G. M. 
Sayani., 8vo, Bologna. 

Inftituzione di chirurgia di Guifeppe Nefi 
Comafco, Dottore in filofofia e medicina, e 
prof. d’oftertricia e inftit. chirurg. nella Re- 
gia Univerfita dj Pavia. Tom. 2.  8v0, 
Pavia. 

Difcorfo medico chirurgico intorno alle pa- 
rotidi che vengono nel corfo delle febbri acute 
da Sig. Onofrio Valentini, Profeffore di Chi- 
rurgia de pubblico di Spoleta. 8vo, Peru- 
‘gia. 

Sull’ ufo de fuoco confiderato come prefi- 
dio chirurgico, offervazioni pratiche di Ange- : 
lo Riboli, Chirurgo aftante nel Regio Spedal 
Maggiore di Milano. 8vo, Milan. 

Memoria Iftorica della febbre epidemica, 
che ebbe corfo nella terra di S. Stephano Du- 
cato di Milano, dal principio di Ottobre dell - 
anno. 1783, fino al compierfi di Giuno del 

Vou. III. Dec. Il. Hh 1784, 
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784, dell Dott. Francefco Beretta, Medico 
_ nél Borgo de Magenta, e Socio delle Acade- 


mie di Botanica ¢ de de 
8yo, Milano. 

-Malattia verminofa della vefciea, defcritt2 
dal Sig. Dot. Jacopo Panzani. 8vo, Ve- 
nizia. | 


Saggio medico fui vafi linfatici, &c. coi 


- mezzi di prevenire gli effetti delle foftanze ve- 


lenofe, come farebbe Ja faliva di cane arrabi- 
ato, il veleno delta vipera, il veleno vene- 
reo, &c. Del Sig. Affalini il — 8y0, 
Torino. 

Memoria per fervire all intiera perfetta 
eftinzione in tutte le nazioni Europee de va- 
juolo, e di tutti i morbi contagiofi fi acuti che 


cronici eccettuatane la Jue venerea, &c. Del 


Sacerdote D. Francefco Maria Scuderi di Via- 
grande in Sicilia, Dottore di Medicina, tra- 
dotta dal Latino dail fteffo autore. 8vyo, 
Napoli. | 

Prime linee di pratica medica, opera di 
Guglielmo Cullen, Profefflore di Medicina 
pratica nell’ Univerfita d’ Edimburgo, primo 


_ medico di fua Maefta per la Scozia, &c. ‘Trax 


dotta dall Inglefe da Frederico Roffi, Profef- 
fore 


COMMBNTARIZS. 
fore di Chirurgia; ed arrichita d’annotazioni 
ad ufo degli ftudenti di medicina nelld regia 
Univerfita di Siena: Vol. 1: Sietias 

Delf arte oftetricia: fogli periodici, con 
tamt colorati trimeftre primio. Bologna: 

Abhandlung von der krankheiten det | 
Knochet, &c.; i. ¢. A treatife on the dif. 
eafes of the bones. By J. F. Boettcher, 
M.D. Phyfician at Berlin. Part 1: 8vo, 
Koningfberg. 

Verfache teber das gehirh und rucken- 
mark; i.e. Experiments on the brain and 
fpinal marrow. By J: Arnemann, M.D. 8yo,; 
Goettingen. | 

Beobachtungeti aus der 
chirurgie und -geriechtlichen arzneykunde, &c: ; 
i. e. Obfervations relative to phyfic, furgery,; 
and medical jurifprudence. By C. J. A. 
Ziegler, M.D. 8v0, Leipfic. 

J. Hunter abhandlung ueber die Venerif: — 
che krankheit, aus dem Englifchen ; i. e. John 
Hunter’s treatife on the venereal difeafe, from 
the Englith. 8vo, Leipfic. 

_ Abhandlung de K. K. Jofephenifchen me- 
dizin. chirurg-: akademie zu Wien; i. e. Tranf 
aétions of the imperial and royal medico- 
Hh2 chirurgical 
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chirurgical academy at Vienna. Vol. 1. 8y0, 
Vienna. 

| Abhandlung ueber. die. Nutubarkeit der 

Kayferlichen freyen Reichftadt Achen befind- 

lichen mineral wafler, &c.;.i.¢. A treatife 
on the utility of the mineral. water of the im- 
perial free city of -Aix-la-Chapelle; in which 
are fhown the advantages that may be deriv- 
ed from it in-different cafes: the whole being 


illuftrated by more than one hundred remark- — 
able cafes. By Ferdinand Michels, Phyfician 


Juliers. 8vo, Cologn. 

_ Ein paar worte tber die pocken und tber. 
die inoculation derfelben ; 1. e. A few words 
on the {mall-pox.and on incculation. By C.F. 
Elfner, M. D. Profeffor of Phyfic at t Koningf- 
berg. 8vo, Koningfberg. . 

Neue Bemerkungen und erfahrungen zur. 
bereicherung der wundarzneykunft und arzney 
gelahrheit ; i.e. New obfervations and experi- 
ments for the improvement of furgery and 
phyfic. By O. J. Evers. . 8vo, Goettingen, 

Kleine phyfikalifch-chemifche abhandlun- 
gen; i.e. Phyfico-chemical effays. By J. F. 
Weftrumb. Vol. 2. 8yo, Leipfic. 
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Verfauch einer vollftendigen abhandlung 
aber die fo genannte Englifche Krankheit ; 
i. e. An effay towards a complete’ treatife on 
the fo called Englith difeafe. By J. F. Cap- 
pel, M. D. Affeffor of the Imperial College 
of Phyficians at Peterfburgh. Part t. 8vo, 
Berlin. 

Von thierifchen magnetifmus ; i. e. On ani- 
mal magnetifm. By E. Gemlin, 8v0, Tu- 
-bengen. 

Chemifche abhandlung von fchwefel; 
A chemical treatife on fulphur. By F. Aug. 
Von Waflerberg. 8vo, Vienna. | 

Krankheitfgefchichte des hoechftfeeligen 
Koenigs von Preuffen Friedricks des Zweyten 
Majeftaet ; 7. e. An account of the latt illnefs 
of Frederic the Second, the late King of 
Prufa. By Chriftian Gottlieb Selle. 12mo, 
Berlin. 

-Vermifchte beobachtungen aus der prattif- 
chen arzneykunde, wundarzneykunft und ge- 
burtfhulfe; Mifcellaneous obfervations 
relative to the practice of phyfic, furgery, and 
midwifery. By L. Zorn,M.D. | 

Verfuch einer medizinifchen ortbefchrei- 
bung der ftadt Regenfburg, &c.; 7. ¢ An 
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‘attempt towards a medical topography of the 
city of Ratifbon, together with a concife view 
of the difeafes that prevailed there in the 
years 1784, 1785, and 1786. By Jacab 


Chriftian Gottlieb Schaeffers, Phyfician at 


Ratifbqn. 8vo, Ratifbon. 
Pharmacopeeia,Collegii Regalis Medicorun 
4to et 12mo, Londini. 


Diflertatio ‘:phyfico-medica de aéris fixi ac 


dephlogifticati i in medicina ufu. Auétore Jo. 

Henrico Menfcheng. 8vo, Gottinga:. 
Henrici Augufti Wrifberg, Phil. et Med. 

Dok, Confil. Aulici Regii et Eleétoralis Med. 


‘et Anat. in Univerf. Georgia- Augufta Prof. 


P.et O. De uteri mox poft partum relectio- 
ne non lethali commentatio : obfervatione il- 
luftrata, cum breviffima principiorum lethali- 
tatis {ciagraphia. 4to, Gottinge. 


Amphibiorum virtutes medicate, defenfio 


inchoata. Auétore Jo. Gedofredo Schneitter, 
Argentinenfi. 4to, Argentorati. 
Differtatio fiftens obfervationes et experi- 
menta circa genefin a€ris fixi et phlogifticati, 
Auétore Fr. A.C. Gren. 8vo, Halle. 


= F. H. Rhades animadverfiones circa tem- 
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peramenta humana, imprimifque ea que lafta- 
aione communicata habenwr. 8vo, Hallz. 
Commentatio medico-obftetrica de utero 
reverfo. Auctore Frederico Jaha, M. D. 
8vo, Jenz. 
J. D. Schoepf. Marg. Gn. et Culumb. 
Med. Aul. Materia medica Americana po- 
tiffimum regni vegetabilis. 8vo, Erlange. 
Chrift. Fred. Ludwig. Phil. et Med. Do&. 
Med. et Hift. Nat. P. P. in Acad. Lipfienfi, 
Hiftorie apatomiz et phyfiologie comparantis 
brevis expofitio. 4to, Lipfiz. | 
Leétiones publice de vermibus inteftino- 
rum imprimis humanis quas habuit in Mufzo | 
R. Nat. Acad. Lundenfis, And. Jah. Retzius, 
Profeffor, R. D. 8vo, Holmiz. 
Differtatio medica de Phrenitide. Auétore 
Joh. Eric. Gevalin, V.Gotho. 4to, Upfaliz. 
Vaforum la&eorum atque lymphaticorum 
anatomico-phyfiologica defcriptio. Fafic. 1. 
edid. Paulus Chriftianus Fredericus Werner 
. et Chriftianus Gotthold Feller. 4to, Lipfie. 
De vitriolo albo ejufque ufu medico et 
chirurgico. Auéore Carolo Henrico Stolte, 
Longofaliffa-Thuringo. 8vo, Gottinge. 
Hh 4 Differtatio 
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*~-Differtatio medica de angina pe@oris, vulgo 
fic difta. Au&ore Georgio Ben. Schaeffer, 
Hamelienii. 8vo0, Gottinge. 

‘Differtatio chemico-phyfiologica de bilis na- 
turd. Auétore Jo. Fred. Straehl, Thuno- 
Helveto. 8vo, Gottingz. 

Differtatio phyfiologico-medica animadver- 
fiones queedam circa motum bilis fiftens. Auc- 
tore Gulielmo’ Belcombe, An ad 8vo, Got- 
tinge. 

Differtatio medica de mercurio tartarifato 
liquido. Auétore Jo. Con. Theoph. Boelhe, 
Verda‘Hannoverano, 8vo, Gottinge. 

Differtatio medica de naufea ac vomitu 
gravidarum. Auttore Joa. Fred. Koerber, 
Efthono. 8vo, Gottingz. 

Index plantarum quas in agro Erfurtenfi 
fponte provenientes, olim J. Phil. Nonne, 
deinde J. J. Planer collegerunt. 8vo, Gothe. 

Synopfis fyftematica fcriptorum, quibus inde 
ab inauguratione AcademieGeorgie Augufte, 
d. 17mo Sept. 1737, ufque ad folemnia iftius 
ymaugurationis femifecularia 1787, difcipli- 
nam fuam augere et ornare ftuduerunt pro- 
feflores medice Gottingenfes. Digeffic et 
edidit Jo. Fr. Blumenbach. 4to, Gottinge. 
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De probabilitate. vite gjufque forenti 
commentatio prior, qua maxime theoriam ex- 
pectationis vite antiquitati vindicat. Fred, 
Aug. Schmelzer. Gottinge. 
‘Trnka de Krzowitz hiftoria rachitidis et 
timpanitidis, omnis zvi obferyata medica con- 
tinens. Vindobone. 
Obfervationes botanic circa fyftema ve- 
getabilium divi, a Linné Gottinge 1784 edi- 
tum, quibus accedit juftz in manes Linnzanos 
pietatis fpecimen. - Auétore And. Dahl, 
Welftgothia-Sueco. 8vo, Hauniz. 
Differtatio epiftolaris circa inventionem 
pulfus antifdicroti, tanquam veri figni futuram 
diarrhoéam ventofam demonftrantis, in profe- 
cutionem inventi pulfifici Solaniani ad Regiam 
Academiam Medicam Londinenfem 4: D. 
Fran. Xaverio Cid, Regie Societatis Canta- 
-brice Amicorum Patri Socio, Academiz 
Medicz Matritenfis Academico; et Illuftriffimi 
Decani et Capituli Sanéte Toletanz Ecclefize 
Hifpaniarum, Primatis Excellentiflimique et 
Iluftrifimi D.D.Franeifci Antonii Lorenzanz, 
Archiepifcopi Toletani Medico. 8vo, Toleti. 
Conftitutionis zevi noftri febrilis queedam 
monumenta. 
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veto. 8vo, Gottinge. 

Specimen Bibliothecz criticee magnetifmi 
fic di&i animalis. Au@ore Paulo Uftero, 
Tigurino-Helveto. 8yo, Gottinge. 

Thome Lauth, M. D. et Anat. et Chir. 


-P. P. O. nofologia chirurgica, accedit notitia 


auctorum recentigrum Platnero, in ufum pre- 
Jeétionum academicarum. 8vo, Argentorati. 
_Oratio inauguralis habita in Gymnafio Pe- 
tavino, 3. Id. Oétob. 1786, a Stephano 
Gallino, cum primum ad theoricam medicam 
erdinariam publice profitendam accederat. 
4to, Ventiis. | 
Differtatio complef&ens de typho quedam. 
Auétore Gulielmo May, Anglo. 4to, Lugd. 
Bat. 
Tabule Anatomice ex archetypis egregii 
piftoris Petri Berrettini Cortonenfis expreflz, 


—-etin as incife. Opus chirurgis et pidtori- 


bus apprime neceflarium. Alteram hanc edi- 
tionem recenfuit, nothas icones expunxit, per- 
petuas explicationes adjecit, Francifeus Petrag- 
tia, Philofophiz et Medicinz Profeflor. Fal. 


Bibliotheca 


monumenta. Auétore Alberto Rengger, Hel- 
Rome. 
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ad partem medicine prafticam facientia, @ 
verum jnitiis recenfentar. AvGore Alberto 

yon Haller, Domino quondam in Gonmoens 
‘Je Jux et Feudi in Eclagnens, Equite Stell 
Polaris, Prafide Societatis Regis Gottin- 
genfis, Preefide Societatis Oeconomice Ber- 
nenfis ; Sodali Academie Reg, Scient, Paris; 
Acad. Imp. Nat. Cur.; Acad. Imp, Rofl. ; 
Boruff,; Suec.; Benon.; Brit.; Col. Reg. 
Med. Ed. et in fuypremo fenaty Reip. Bern. 
Ducentumviro ex ejus fchedis reftitnit, avxit 
et edidit Joach. Diterich Brandis, M. D. Med. 
Hild. Tom. TV. ab anno 1686 ad ‘sonum 
1707. Bafilze. 


DisserTATIONES Mepica INAUGURA: 
LES, quas ex auftoritate Reverendi admodum 
 viri Gulielmi Robertfon, 8 T. P, Acade- 
miz Edinburgene Prefect, pec non amplif- 
fimi Senatus Academicz confenfu et nobilif- 
fimz Facultatis Medice decrete, pro Gradu 
doétorali fummifque in Medicina hanoribus 
rite et legitime confequendis, Eruditorum ex- 
amini fubjecerunt, ad diem 24tum Junii 1788. 

Gulielmus Allanby, Britannus, De Eleéiri- 
citate, 
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Samuel 
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-+Samuel Alvey, Anglus, De dentitione, more 
bifque ex ea pendentibus. 

Carolus Berkley, Anglus, De effeétibus Pa- 

Henricus Burton, Anglo-Britannus, De 
ufu et effeétu aéris puri in corpus humanum. 

Thomas Concanen, Hibernus, De Phthifi 
pulmonak fcrophulofa. 

Samuel Crumpe, Hibernus, De vetiis quibus 
humores corrumpi dicuntur, eorumque remedits. 

Robertus Graves, - Britannus, De 
Strabifmo. | 

Gulielmus, Hardy, ab urbe apud Rhodum 
infulam Newport diéa, De nutrimine fetus 
human. 

Jacobus Moultrie, Carolinenfs Auttralis, 
De aétione et ufu emeticorum. . - 

~Gulielmus Saunders O‘Halloran, Hibernus, 
De Phthifi pulmonak fcrophulofa. 

Gulielmus Quillin, ex Infula Mona, De 
Iétero. 

Jacobus Robertfon, Scoto-Britannus, De 
Fetus humani nutrimento. 

Jacobus Short, Scoto-Britannus, De teffium 


tumore Gonorrhea fupervenienti. 


Francifcus Smith, Anglus, De inflamma- 
tione pneumonica. 
Jacobus 
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Jacobus Watfon,. Scotus, De Amenorrhea. 
Nichofes Wilfon, De Tetano, 


Mepicz, ad diem 
?2mum Septembris 1788. 
_ Nicolaus Bendon, Hibernus, De [Gero. 
Gulielmus Jones Evans, Hibernus, De Dy/- _ 


Joannes Eifton, Scotus, De Ophthalmia. 

Antonius Georgius Forbes, ex infula Sanéti 
Chriftophori, De Incubo 

Thomas Garnet, Anglus, De Vi/u. 

Georgius Kittfon, Hibernus, De Febribus. 

Georgius M‘Farquhar Lawfon, ex infula 
Jamaica, De calculo urinario et hthontripticis. 

Jacobus Chichefter Maclaurin, Londinen- 
fis, De fluxus menftrui indole, caufifque. 

Joannes Ramfay, Scotus, De alimento homi- 
num. 

Jofephus Sherlock, Hibernus, De exertita- 
tione. 

Thomas Trotter, Scoto-Britannus, De ebrie- 
tate ejufque effectibus in corpus humanum. 

Joannes Wilfon, Scoto-Britannus, De reme- 
diis diureticis. 
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